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Introduction
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.
Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be
downloaded from OCR.
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Paper Y212/01 series overview
Y212 is one of twenty four units for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an
extended period of History of about one hundred years through a short-answer essay and a traditional
essay. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short-answer essay and a traditional
essay and candidates have to answer both parts of one question.
To do well on the short essay question (a), candidates need to consider the significance or importance
both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having analysed or
explained both they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or significant.
To do well on the traditional essay, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed
supporting knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels candidates will need to assess the issues they
discuss and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.
Overview of candidate performance
Candidates who did well on this paper generally did the following:
• gave equal consideration to the two issues in the short-answer essay
• reached a developed and supported judgement as to which issue was more significant or
important
• linked their knowledge of the issues to the focus of the question
• in answering the essay question, discussed at least two issues in depth
• gave supporting detail that was both accurate and relevant to the question set, not just the
topic
• reached a supported judgement about the issue in the question
• made a series of interim judgements about the issues discussed in relation to the question.
Candidates who did less well on this paper generally did the following:
• considered only one of the issues or discussed one in a superficial way
• produced a judgement that was not supported and was therefore assertion or a judgement that
did not follow logically from the response
• were unable to use their knowledge to address the issue in the question
• showed a poor understanding of the major issues relevant to the essay
• were unable to support their answer with relevant or accurate material
• did not focus on the precise wording of the question
• made unsupported comments about issues which were no more than assertions.
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Question 1(a)(i,ii)

Few candidates attempted this question because of their uncertain knowledge of the two factors and
particularly of the battle of Quiberon Bay.
This was the least popular of the two question sets. Candidates who completed this question often
produced unbalanced responses. If there is only knowledge / evaluation of one factor, then it is difficult
for candidates to moves beyond the lowest levels, as highlighted in the exemplar below. Those
candidates who did were able to equally consider the named factors and provide a developed and
supported judgement.

Exemplar 1
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Question 1(b)

Although few candidates attempted this question, it was perfectly accessible and many who did
understood the demands of the question. Better responses developed their answers and provided a
sound and substantiated judgement. The exemplar illustrates well the qualities of a middling Level 5
response, having good understanding, organisation and a developed line of reasoning. The candidate
has a sensible approach to the material, successfully categorising the impact of the Boston Tea Party.
Factual support is sound, as is the understanding and use of this material. As a whole, the answer
comes over as a well-explained list of factors, rather than a more thoroughly sustained line of reasoning.
Ideally, there could be more of an attempt to integrate the different factors considered and generate a
more fully-fledged argument. Hence, the degree of development and substantiation of judgement are not
sufficient to warrant Level 6 but clearly indicate Level 5.

Exemplar 2
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Question 2(a)(i,ii)

Candidates produced a number of very good responses to this question, being mostly very familiar with
both named factors. Sometimes candidates would stray onto earlier material (e.g. the Stamp Act) in lieu
of the Townshend duties but most knew what at least some of them were and the effects that they had.
The Intolerable Acts were also well known. Better responses often pointed to the writings of John
Dickinson in response to the Townshend duties and to the first Continental Congress in response to the
Intolerable Acts. Exemplar 3 demonstrates thorough analysis and substantiated judgement (Level 6).

Exemplar 3
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Question 2(b)*

Many candidates responded well to this question, often showing good appreciation of the crucial military,
diplomatic and political details. An important consideration was foreign intervention after 1778. The best
responses managed to tie this important development to the wording of the question by emphasising the
success of American diplomacy or, conversely, the failure of British diplomacy. If candidates simply
dropped intervention in as an independent factor this was less impressive. Overall, the question gave
candidates scope to formulate differing and equally plausible lines of argument. The exemplar below,
although not as explicit about the 1777-8 diplomacy as it might be, is most impressive in its general
control of detail and willingness to sustain an argument, notably in its analysis of the circumstances of
the end of the war, hence high Level 6.

Exemplar 4
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It allows you to:
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•
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•

Compare your centre with OCR national averages or similar OCR centres.

•

Identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle and help pinpoint strengths and
weaknesses of students and teaching departments.
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