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Introduction
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.
Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be
downloaded from OCR.
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Paper Y216/01 series overview
Y216 is one of twenty four units for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an
extended period of History of about one hundred years through a short answer essay and a traditional
essay. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short answer essay and a traditional
essay and candidates have to answer both parts of one question.
To do well on the short essay question (a), candidates need to consider the significance or importance
both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having analysed or
explained both they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or significant.
To do well on the traditional essay, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed
supporting knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels candidates will need to assess the issues they
discuss and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.
Overview of candidate performance
Candidates who did well on this paper generally did the following:
• gave equal consideration to the two issues in the short answer essay
• reached a developed and supported judgement as to which issue was more significant or
important
• linked their knowledge of the issues to the focus of the question
• in answering the essay question, discussed at least two issues in depth
• gave supporting detail that was both accurate and relevant to the question set, not just the
topic
• reached a supported judgement about the issue in the question
• made a series of interim judgements about the issues discussed in relation to the question.
Candidates who did less well on this paper generally did the following:
• considered only one of the issues or discussed one in a superficial way
• produced a judgement that was not supported and was therefore assertion or a judgement that
did not follow logically from the response
• were unable to use their knowledge to address the issue in the question
• showed a poor understanding of the major issues relevant to the essay
• were unable to support their answer with relevant or accurate material
• did not focus on the precise wording of the question
• made unsupported comments about issues which were no more than assertions.
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Question 1 (a)

This was handled well, with sound knowledge and solid explanations. The lack of railroads, the nature of
rivers and mountains, the dependence on horse and wagons featured; so, too, climate,
geography, terrain and the sense of the unknown. A common mistake was to stray beyond the
chronological boundaries set in the question, especially going beyond 1861 to try to use material such as
the Homestead Act (1862) and transcontinental railways. Some candidates rather overdid the
improvements in transport and communications to show up earlier problems; this unbalanced answers.
Exemplar 1 shows strength on factor i) but is less developed and precise on factor ii), hence a Level 4
mark for uneven analysis. The confident analysis of factor i) indicates the top of this band.

Exemplar 1
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Question 1 (b)

This was done well by many and there were some strong answers. Occasionally, slavery got lost in the
deployment of a range of other factors. Most responses did make effective links to political and
constitutional issues, to the nature of both the Southern economy and Southern planter society. Often
notorious areas of tension were listed, rather than built into an argument. Kansas-Nebraska, Dred Scott
and the impact of ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ often received this kind of treatment. Better answers linked this
material to underlying issues and included comment on the re-orientation of party politics under
President Buchanan and the emergence of Lincoln. Most candidates took the view that the 1850
Compromise was bound to fail, though a few tried to argue that it had the potential to succeed but was
undone by the wilfulness of powerful minority opinions in the North and South. As ever, those who
assessed the place of perceptions and misunderstandings in both the North and South were often clear
in their arguments.
Exemplar 2 shows good understanding and strong factual support in most areas. There is a structure
and a well-developed line of reasoning, although in places the approach is a little discursive and, ideally,
could be even more tightly focused on 1850-61. Overall, this makes mid-Level 5 appropriate.

Exemplar 2
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Question 2 (a)

There were several very good answers to this question. Although Gettysburg often got more coverage
than Vicksburg but there were some balanced assessments and it was good to read Vicksburg being
seen as important; some mentioned that it was easy to overlook by too much focus on Gettysburg
(linked to Lincoln’s speech). Strategy and tactics, the generals involved (Lee’s role), Confederate losses,
the impact on the South and the opening up of routes into the South – the defeat at Vicksburg splitting
the Confederacy in two - usually featured.
Exemplar 3 is hard to fault at this level, showing solid knowledge and developed assessment of both
factors, hence Level 6.

Exemplar 3
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Question 2 (b)

Candidates wrote well in the main about the clashes over resources (land, buffalo, precious metals)
though some were keen to get to other factors and were rather short on the named factor. Plenty of
knowledge was on display, including of tribes and their actions. The role of the federal government and
its military arm was seen by many as a key factor. Good use was made of knowledge of factors such as
Manifest Destiny (linked to the sense of ‘new nationalism’ and indeed the ‘Second Awakening’), trade
and new routes and opportunities, the Gold Rush, the effects of the Civil War, developments in transport,
above all railroads and new trading companies, all related to a clear willingness to take on and defeat
Native Americans. Spirited and acquisitive individuals as explorers, or indeed as Presidents, often
featured to varying degrees. Lists of factors were seen but there were more developed and sophisticated
answers which did argue and assess, often with a wide range of knowledge to support. Part of the
success here lay in ranging across the period as well as linking and evaluating different factors.
Exemplar 4 is a well-organised response that tackles the question in a thoughtful, quite sophisticated
way. Knowledge and understanding are solid and there is developed judgement, although this is not
sufficiently prominent through the body of the essay to warrant Level 6; hence top Level 5.

Exemplar 4
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For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.

Review of results
If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to consider one of our review of results

services. For full information about the options available visit the OCR website. If university places are
at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications.

Active Results offers a unique perspective on results data and greater opportunities to understand
students’ performance.
It allows you to:
•

Review reports on the performance of individual candidates, cohorts of students and whole 		
centres

•

Analyse results at question and/or topic level

•

Compare your centre with OCR national averages or similar OCR centres.

•

Identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle and help pinpoint strengths and
weaknesses of students and teaching departments.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/active-results/

CPD Hub
Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in
to an online Q&A session.
https://www.cpdhub.ocr.org.uk
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We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce. By
clicking on the ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure
that our resources work for you. When the email template pops
up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click
‘Send’. Thank you.
Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding
organisation, you can request more information by completing the
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.
This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is
acknowledged as the originator of this work.
Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between
published support and the specification, therefore please use the
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between
the specification and a resource please contact us at:
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.
OCR acknowledges the use of the following content:
Square down and Square up: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com
Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications:
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