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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain 
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor 
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 
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Paper Y218/01 series overview 
The majority of candidates completed Questions 2(a) and 2(b). There were no rubric errors regarding 
correct question completion; that is all candidates completed the 10 mark and 20 mark question from the 
same section. On average, candidates completed around six pages in the answer booklet. In some 
cases, due to the time constraints and the greater proportion of marks allocated to question (b), the 20 
mark question, was attempted first. Very few candidates required additional booklets.   

 

Question 1 (a) 

Some candidates struggled with part of this question, finding it difficult to assess the impact of the Paris 
Peace Treaties on the containment of Japan. Limited responses tried to redirect the question to 
Germany and sometimes provided no relevant material. However, the most common rewarded response 
was to make the connection between Versailles and Wilson’s Fourteen Points, and its establishment of 
the League of Nations. The League’s role in the containment of Japan was then assessed, with direct 
reference to its links to Versailles. These responses commonly showed a sound understanding of the 
role of the Peace Treaties on Japanese containment. The second factor, the impact of the Great 
Depression, was dealt with more accurately. This factor was commonly cited as the most significant, due 
to the Great Depression’s role on Japan’s export trade resulting in falling exports and domestic 
unemployment, and the desire to counter this with a greater sphere of influence in Asia. Knowledge was 
accurately deployed, citing the silk trade and the invasion of Manchuria. Few candidates wrote about 
Pearl Harbour; this was usually a late addition and undeveloped in terms of question reference. Where 
candidates could only effectively appraise one factor, it was always the Great Depression. In these 
instances, Level 1 was given, i.e. for only one factor being evaluated. 

  



A Level History A - Y218/01 - Summer 2018 Examiners’ report 

Exemplar 1 
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The exemplar demonstrates a limited response with regards to one factor; the impact of the Paris Peace 
Treaties on the containment of Japan. The second factor, the impact of the Great Depression, is dealt 
with, with regards to the containment of Japan. However, the candidate is not able to evaluate the impact 
of the Peace Treaties with any accuracy at all so Level 1 is given as only one factor is evaluated. This 
demonstrates the importance of being able to evaluate both factors in the 10 mark question. It is possible 
that the candidate selected this question because the 20 mark essay question was favoured above the 
alternative. The response needed to be accurate, for example addressing the exclusion felt by Japan 
due to the rejection of racial equality demands, and how Japan joined the ranks of disappointed nations, 
like Italy.  

 

Question 1 (b) 

The League of Nations essay was commonly credited at Level 3 or Level 4. In these cases, responses 
were a partial or a general address of the question due to a limited depth of supporting knowledge. For 
instance, outlining the absence of the USA in a limited manner, and making generalisations about how 
this stopped other nations from understanding the organisation’s role. There was also limited knowledge 
applied to the organisation’s structural weaknesses; the necessity for unanimity, the domination of the 
Council, the bureaucratic nature of the League of Nations, slowing down key decision-making. These 
points were rarely developed in any depth; that is supporting knowledge was usually limited. Finally, it 
was common for candidates to discuss the inability of the League to take action, highlighting sanctions 
as a limited response and a key weakness of the League stemming from its inability to take military 
action.  

Level 4 responses explained the weaknesses using a better awareness of contextual knowledge, 
explaining how the League was dominated by Britain and France and, during the 1930s, economic 
depression hindered the efficacy of decision-making. The command of key vocabulary and a better, 
more accurate, understanding of sanctions characterised Level 4 responses. Ultimately, the lack of 
specific supporting knowledge dictated the level; where sound judgements were made, Level 5 was 
given but again, this was commonly the bottom of Level 5 as the judgements could have been more 
developed. A few responses misinterpreted the question and wrote a balanced argument regarding 
successes and failures. Whilst an argument on successes, to counter the degree of failure, was 
acceptable, the fundamental demand of the question was to assess the different reasons for the 
League’s failure. Responses needed to acknowledge that the League was a failure and so identify the 
relevant factors. 
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Question 2 (a) 

The 10 mark question posed comparatively fewer problems than its counterpart in terms of relevant 
knowledge. Therefore, Level 1 responses, where only one factor was accurately identified and 
developed, were uncommon. Despite this, the knowledge of British foreign policy relative to the foreign 
intervention of Austria-Hungary, was less extensive. The defining issue that discriminated the Q2(a) 
responses was really how the knowledge was used. Illustration of British and Austria-Hungarian foreign 
policy often cited the Arms Race and then problems in the Balkans, commonly the Bosnian Crisis, 
Balkan Wars and the assassination of Archduke Franz-Ferdinand, respectively. The more illustrative 
responses did less to explain why the events in the Balkans, and the Arms Race, etc. caused problems. 
The events were sometimes listed and then followed by a statement that simply stated that this caused 
tension. More developed responses deconstructed why, forming a stronger argument as to how and why 
the Bosnian Crisis caused problems in international relations. An example of a common, well-developed 
response regarding British foreign policy spoke about the changing nature of the alliances in Europe and 
how Germany was left isolated; at times this was linked to the 1905 and 1911 Moroccan Crises, 
exacerbating the sense of German isolation, pushing Germany and Austria-Hungary closer together, 
evidenced by the outcome of the Bosnian Crisis in 1908. This isolation was explained in detail, relative to 
the European dynamic, and growing problems in Africa and the Balkans. Judgements were mixed, some 
favoured British imperialism and its actions as the key cause of tensions, arguing that Britain had a 
wider, global impact. Other responses highlighted Austria-Hungary as the cause due to the outright 
aggression displayed.  

Exemplar 2 
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Exemplar 2 is an example of a response that partially evaluated both factors. There is some relevant 
knowledge however the candidate needed to do a bit more to fully explain why certain events caused 
problems in international relations. For example, the end of the analysis of Britain’s foreign policy 
illustrates the creation of the Triple Entente then claims the move was deemed hostile and raised 
tensions. To develop, the response needs to justify that link between these events and increased 
tension. More developed responses went on to explain the sense of German isolation, and crucially the 
German move to develop its friendship with Austria-Hungary. This explains the German response to the 
Bosnian Crisis and also the issue of the ‘blank cheque.’ It is making these connections between nations 
and events that can help to develop a response from being illustrative, particularly when the scale and 
impact of such events is discussed. 

 

 



A Level History A - Y218/01 - Summer 2018 Examiners’ report 

Question 2 (b) 

Candidates were able to identify a range of factors to analyse the causes of World War Two. In all cases, 
the Great Depression, the named factor, was dealt with. In addition, there were at least two other factors 
considered. The other causes cited were German aggression, the rise of other extremist, nationalist 
powers like Italy and Japan, the failure of the League of Nations, Appeasement and less commonly, the 
Nazi-Soviet Pact. The effects of the Great Depression were often described in some detail. The degree 
to which these effects were linked to other developments, essentially causing World War II, was not 
always fully developed. At times, there were missing links in the analysis of cause and consequence, for 
example, not going too far beyond the idea that the Great Depression caused a rise in extremism and 
that caused war. However, it was common for these links to be made. A frequent error was highlighting 
the Great Depression as a cause of hyperinflation in Germany. In addition, candidates often lumped the 
Depression in with the rise of fascism and extremism in Germany, Japan and Italy. However, Mussolini’s 
March on Rome, October 1922, came seven years prior to the events of the Great Depression.  

Most candidates were able to explain how and why the Great Depression caused the invasion of 
Manchuria. Stronger candidates were able to make connections between the factors, arguing that 
Manchuria or Abyssinia was the death knell for the League of Nations, depending on the candidates’ 
point of view. Such developed connections helped to discriminate stronger responses. Developed 
explanations, for example, explained how Abyssinia destroyed the Stresa Front and drove Mussolini into 
the arms of Hitler, and the subsequent implications this had for foreign affairs.  

Date errors were quite common on the paper, with events in the 1930s sometimes being one or two 
years out. For example, the Mukden incident and invasion of Manchuria cited as 1932 and not 1931, or 
the invasion of Abyssinia as 1936 instead of 1935. 

Level 6 responses such as Exemplar 3 below made valid judgements throughout, justifying links 
between factors to compare their significance. Sometimes candidates attempted this but there was no 
real substance in these attempted interim judgements, due to a lack of development and supporting, 
relevant knowledge.   
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Exemplar 3 
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Exemplar 3 is a good example of a Level 6 response that incorporates interim judgements. The 
judgements are used to justify the significance of the Great Depression relative to other factors. For 
example, ‘The Depression was therefore pivotal in catalysing the role of extremist parties…’ The 
judgement continues to be developed and justified and is fully supported by relevant evidence that make 
it a compelling argument. Even though the candidate runs out of time and the last factor is not justified 
fully, there are already some excellent interim judgements that are supported by extensive and accurate 
knowledge.  
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