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Introduction
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.
Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be
downloaded from OCR.
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Paper Y221/01 series overview
Y221 is one of twenty four units for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an
extended period of History of about one hundred years through a short answer essay and a traditional
essay. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short answer essay and a traditional
essay and candidates have to answer both parts of one question.
To do well on the short essay question (a), candidates need to consider the significance or importance
both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having analysed or
explained both they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or significant.
To do well on the traditional essay, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed
supporting knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels candidates will need to assess the issues they
discuss and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.
Overview of candidate performance
Candidates who did well on this paper generally did the following:
•

gave equal consideration to the two issues in the short answer essay

•

reached a developed and supported judgement as to which issue was more significant or
important

•

linked their knowledge of the issues to the focus of the question

•

when answering the essay question, discussed at least two issues in depth

•

made the supporting detail both accurate and relevant to the question set, not just the topic

•

reached a supported judgement about the issue in the question

•

made a series of interim judgements about the issues discussed in relation to the question.

Candidates who did less well on this paper generally did the following:
•

considered only one of the issues or discussed one in a superficial way

•

produced a judgement that was not supported and was therefore assertion or a judgement that
did not follow logically from the response

•

were unable to use their knowledge to address the issue in the question

•

showed a poor understanding of the major issues relevant to the essay

•

were unable to support their answer with relevant or accurate material

•

did not focus on the precise wording of the question

•

made unsupported comments about issues which were no more than assertions.
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Question 1(a)

This was the more popular of the two questions on this paper. In general it was well answered. However
a significant number of candidates wrote quite generally about the success of both factors, ignoring the
overall impact that these policies made to the economy. Weaker responses described the policies rather
than assessing impact. Stronger responses linked the two factors and assessed their impact by arguing
that despite unemployment falling, the jobs created were not well paid and therefore they did not really
boost spending.
For most candidates success was gauged on the impact that the policies had on the number of
unemployed. With the exception of quoting various levels of unemployment, (many could quote 6m down
to 1.6m) only candidates at the highest levels used other statistical indicators. A significant number of
candidates discussed elements from prior to 1933 and it was not uncommon for candidates to include
discussion on the Great Depression. Most candidates mentioned the building of the Autobahns without a
real understanding of their wider relevance. Candidates had a reasonable understanding of Nazi
institutions and their role in reducing unemployment, however there was some conjecture.
In terms of rearmament, discussion tended to be quite general with most candidates struggling to
achieve any real depth. A significant number could cite the Four Year Plans, but could only really guess
at their outcome. Higher scoring candidates included discussion on Mefo Bills and Autarky. Many
candidates made reference to the Guns v Butter debate, although in many cases this was not wellunderstood. Only the best responses saw the impact of increased defence spending on the economy
with the negative side being a lack of consumer goods. Better candidates recognised that rearmament
injected money into the economy as the process created ‘real’ relatively well paid jobs. Some candidates
often strayed beyond 1939 and into Total War. Surprisingly few candidates saw the use of conscription
as a way to reduce unemployment.
Exemplar 1 shows consistent and focused answer which evaluates both factors in relation to the
question arriving at a developed judgement and achieved Level 6.
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Exemplar 1
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Question 1(b)*

This question elicited a range of responses. Strong answers were able to discuss the weaknesses of
Nazi opponents and evaluate these in relation to Nazi strengths including the Nazi party machine,
propaganda, and the support of big business and the fear of Communism. Weaker responses tended to
describe strengths and there were assertive comments about Hitler being a good speaker, without much
evidence to support these statements. The best responses understood the failure of left-wing opposition
and its lack of leadership although few mentioned the failure of right wing opposition to provide a credible
alternative to Nazism. Most responses were able to show how the Great Depression undermined
Weimar’s political system.
Weaker responses often ignored the end date in this question with many including discussion of the
Enabling Act, the Night of the Long Knives in 1934 and even Kristallnacht in 1938. There was also a
tendency to adopt a narrative approach to the question describing Hitler’s rise to power and using the
elections as scaffolding to the question. It was very tempting for candidates to simply describe why Hitler
was popular or to drift into general rise to power essays, rather than explaining his appointment of
Chancellor. Where there was a focus on weaknesses these responses almost exclusively focused on
‘backstairs intrigue’.
Exemplar 2 shows a consistent and developed line of reasoning. Excellent thematic approach with very
detailed knowledge and discriminating use of judgement and achieved Level 6.

Exemplar 2
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Question 2(a)

A range of responses was elicited by this question. Most answers were able to link both answers to
changes in the levels of support for the Nazis. Better responses linked the two factors – civilians suffered
through ‘Total War’ and their situation was worsened by bombing. The best responses differentiated
between citizens arguing that it tended to be only city dwellers who suffered from bombing whereas Total
War affected the entire population.
(i) ‘Total War’ was often described in a generalised way. Many candidates argued that the major
consequence of “Total War” was in levels of employment and also the introduction of rationing. Most
responses did not differentiate between different periods and instead made blanket statements. The
most significant change reported by candidates was in the role of women in industry and there was a
mixed feeling as to the extent to which these changes were positive or negative. Stronger responses
saw a discussion of rationing, forced labour, conscription of women and the lack of consumer goods etc.
(ii) ‘Allied Bombing’ was more likely to see specific examples being used, and was often slightly stronger
in terms of precision, if somewhat shorter, although specific reference was often limited to Hamburg and
Dresden. Despite there being some good examples of cities hit by allied bombing there was some
confusion on the impact with some unsure of whether public morale increased or was decimated? It was
rare to see candidates with specific knowledge relating to this.
Exemplar 3 shows that both factors are considered. There is judgement and reasonably good detail and
achieved Level 5.
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Exemplar 3
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Question 2(b)*

This question again saw a good range of answers. Most candidates broke their answers down into
relevant themes including women, religion, economy, freedom etc. Weaker responses tended to focus
on the GDR as a whole, rather than focusing on society. A significant number of answers dwelt on
politics and the economy. Weaker answers tended to examine how successful East Germany was in
comparison to West Germany and in fact in a few cases some candidates wrote exclusively about West
Germany rather than the GDR. A significant number went way beyond 1963 and strayed into irrelevant
material. The growth of surveillance and the role of the Stasi were often used but some answers tended
to focus on this exclusively, producing narrative accounts of this factor.
The best responses were able to look at different aspects of society and consider the extent of change
(for example for women, children, and in terms of religion). Some linked government policies to these
aspects (e.g. availability of consumer goods, food, increased freedom etc.) but in many cases knowledge
was often used in a way that was not really made relevant to the question. Collectivisation was generally
well-understood, where used. Surprisingly few responses discussed the physical development of towns
and urban areas to promote a socialist way of life or indeed examined changes to the standard of living.
Where this was discussed there was usually a link to the increase of mass organisations and cultural or
leisure opportunities.
Some higher ability answers compared the GDR to Nazi Germany to make a judgement on
transformation. This proved to be extremely fruitful.
Exemplar 4 is mostly focused on the question- some drift and quality of support varies but is generally
good and achieved Level 5.

Exemplar 4
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For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.

Review of results
If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to consider one of our review of results

services. For full information about the options available visit the OCR website. If university places are
at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications.

Active Results offers a unique perspective on results data and greater opportunities to understand
students’ performance.
It allows you to:
•

Review reports on the performance of individual candidates, cohorts of students and whole 		
centres

•

Analyse results at question and/or topic level

•

Compare your centre with OCR national averages or similar OCR centres.

•

Identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle and help pinpoint strengths and
weaknesses of students and teaching departments.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/active-results/

CPD Hub
Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in
to an online Q&A session.
https://www.cpdhub.ocr.org.uk

The small print

We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce. By
clicking on the ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure
that our resources work for you. When the email template pops
up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click
‘Send’. Thank you.
Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding
organisation, you can request more information by completing the
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.
This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is
acknowledged as the originator of this work.
Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between
published support and the specification, therefore please use the
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between
the specification and a resource please contact us at:
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.
OCR acknowledges the use of the following content:
Square down and Square up: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com
Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications:
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

Looking for a resource?
There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources
for your qualification:
www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/
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