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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain 
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor 
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 
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Paper Y243/01 series overview 
Y243 is one of seventeen units for the revised AS Level examination for GCE History. The units present 
a borehole approach so that candidates can see change and developments, and make substantiated 
judgements over substantial lengths of time and see issues in a wider perspective    

In Section A, candidates have to answer one essay question from a choice of two. In Section B the 
question requires them to evaluate a given historical interpretation using their knowledge to evaluate its 
strengths and limitations.  

 

Overview of candidate performance 

Candidates who did well on this paper generally did the following: 

• in answering the essay question, discussed at least two issues in depth 

• gave supporting detail that was both accurate and relevant to the question set, not just the 
topic 

• reached a supported judgement about the issue in the question 

• made a series of interim judgements about the issues discussed in relation to the question 

• in answering the interpretation questions, were able to evaluate the strengths and limitations of 
that interpretation using contextual knowledge that was relevant to the issues raised by the 
quotation 

• made reference to other interpretations and had good knowledge of the historical debate.  

 

Candidates who did less well on this paper generally did the following: 

• showed a poor understanding of the major issues relevant to the essay 

• were unable to support their answer with relevant material 

• did not focus on the precise wording of the question 

• made unsupported comments about issues which were assertions 

• described the interpretation without analysing its strengths and weaknesses 

• failed to link their contextual knowledge to the specific issues raised in the quotation. 
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Section A overview 
Most candidates chose Q1 which actually gave a lot of scope, as did Q2. Observing the chronological 
guidelines in the questions was a real challenge for some. 

 

Question 1* 

This could be answered in a variety of ways. Weaker responses failed either to observe the phrases 
‘outbreak of the revolution’ or ‘end of 1789’ and wrote partly irrelevantly. Most recognised the 
fundamental shifts that took place, either from the beginning of the year, or from the meeting of the 
Estates-General. Stronger responses took a broad view of change to include social and cultural, as well 
as political developments. 

Exemplar 1 
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This exemplar is a script that engages with the question effectively but which lacks a detailed grasp of 
the material. There are some weak statements and some material that falls outside the 1789 cut-off point 
(Civil Constitution of the Clergy, Cordeliers club). However, it is structured and does assess some of the 
more obvious material and indicative of a mid-level response. 
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Question 2* 

The minority choice, a lack of knowledge and understanding of the fast-moving, complex pattern of 
revolutionary events in 1792-3 was evident in weaker answers. Analysing the material as a linked series 
of factors produced some very good responses, providing candidates were on top of the factual material. 
Too many candidates were not secure on the basic chronology of the Terror to the end of 1793 and so 
wrote irrelevantly in part. 

Exemplar 2 
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This exemplar has real control of this complex material. Although fairly concise, it is well organised and, 
above all sticks to and analyses the crucial period suggested by the question, i.e. from the fall of the 
monarchy in 1792 to the end of 1793. Accurate, detailed knowledge is evident throughout (although it is 
not that extensive or comprehensive) and, above all, the candidate shows really good understanding of 
the whole process of the evolution of the Terror. This is indicative of a high-level response. 
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Section B overview 
Most candidates had the right approach to this question, in terms of evaluating the strengths and 
weaknesses of the given interpretation.  

 

Question 3 

The question’s stress on the economy, as well as class, caused problems for some candidates, who 
were clearly unsure of what material to use. The use of ‘in 1789’ also boxed in candidates if they failed to 
take a broader view of the ‘aristocratic/ middle class’ process of change. That said there were many 
good answers that recognised the importance of the impact of the lower classes, as well as of the middle 
class, in the revolutionary process. 

Exemplar 3 
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This exemplar is a relatively brief but sharply focused response that deals very well with the challenges 
of the question. The point about liberal aristocrats is very sophisticated for a candidate at this level and, 
above all, the candidate engages with the interpretation accurately from start to finish and shows 
excellent understanding throughout. This is indicative of a high-level response. 
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