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Introduction
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.
Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be
downloaded from OCR.
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Paper Y251/01 series overview
Y251 is one of seventeen units for the revised AS Level examination for GCE History. The units present
a borehole approach so that candidates can see change and developments, and make substantiated
judgements over substantial lengths of time and see issues in a wider perspective
In Section A, candidates have to answer one essay question from a choice of two. In Section B the
question requires them to evaluate a given historical interpretation using their knowledge to evaluate its
strengths and limitations.

Candidate performance overview
Candidates who did well on this paper generally did the following:
•
•
•
•
•

•

in answering the essay question candidates discussed at least two issues in depth
gave supporting detail that was both accurate and relevant to the question set, not just the
topic
reached a supported judgement about the issue in the question
make a series of interim judgements about the issues discussed in relation to the question
in answering the interpretation questions candidates were able to evaluate the strengths and
limitations of that interpretation using contextual knowledge that was relevant to the issues
raised by the quotation
made reference to other interpretations and had good knowledge of the historical debate.

Candidates who did less well on this paper generally did the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•

showed a poor understanding of the major issues relevant to the essay
were unable to support their answer with relevant material
did not focus on the precise wording of the question
made unsupported comments about issues which were assertions
described the interpretation without analysing its strengths and weaknesses
failed to link their contextual knowledge to the specific issues raised in the quotation.
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Section A overview
In Section A candidates are required to answer one question from a choice of two. Candidates are likely
to spend up to an hour on this section. Candidates can score well by considering two or three issues in
depth and reaching a supported judgement. However, it is important to ensure that the issues selected
allow a justifiable judgement to be reached. The majority of candidates chose to answer Question 1, but
Qustion2 did elicit a moderate amount of responses.

Question 1*

The majority of candidates chose this particular question and there were many good answers. Better
answers remained focused on economic and other factors responsible for Hitler’s appeal. The lower
level responses tended to describe various aspects of Weimar Germany without fully focusing on Hitler’s
appeal. These answers tended to remain in Level 2 or perhaps reached Level 3 with occasional relevant
references.
The higher level answers considered a range of reasons (for example see Exemplar 1, below). These
included economic reasons and the best answers were able to confidently discuss Bruning’s deflationary
policies, the failure Weimar to create a prosperous economy, the impact of the Great Depression and the
impact on the rise of extremist parties. Better answers were able to show how the middle class core
support had been most affected by these issues and therefore turned to the Nazis as a result. Lower
level answers were less confident with the economic material, although most were able to discuss the
impact of the Great Depression.
Other factors were handled well, in particular Hitler’s own charisma and the loyalty it engendered. Most
were able to discuss his anti-Semitism and his promises to overturn the Treaty of Versailles, although
some did fall into description here. Better answers were then able to show how this led to his appeal.
References to Goebbels and propaganda were generally well-rewarded.
The higher level answers restricted their answers to the years given in the question, offering a balanced
assessment of the factors that led to Hitler’s appeal. Lower level answers tended to fall into a description
of the early Weimar period and did not focus on either of the dates in the question or show how earlier
material linked to this particular question.
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Exemplar 1
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Question 2*

This question was less popular than the first essay. Better answers remained focused on the SS and
how they maintained control in the given period. Lower level answers tended to have a vague
understanding of the role of the SS and fell into general description of its perceived duties (see exemplar
2, below).
Higher level answers were reasonably confident in looking at the SS. They understood its loyalty to Hitler
as well as its important intelligence and espionage work. Some knew that it had oversight of the
Gestapo, although lower ability candidates confused the two organisations. Several candidates were
able to point out that its control of the administration of concentration camps was a crucial aspect of Nazi
control. Fewer recognised the role in enforcing racial policies or discussed their armed regiments. Lower
level answers were less confident with the SS and its function in maintaining control. They tended to skirt
over this area and focused on other important aspects of control.
Other factors were handled reasonably well, in particular the role of the SA, although some candidates
confused them with the SS. Most were able to discuss Goebbels and propaganda and demonstrate how
the media was controlled. Weaker responses handled this topic equally well, with many references to
‘the people's receiver’. Only the best answers considered Nazi control of the law courts as an important
aspect of ensuring that opponents were given harsher penalties. Most were able to discuss social
policies with variable levels of detail. Weaker answers fell into description here but better answers
showed how organisations for women, youth and workers allowed indoctrination.
The higher level answers restricted their answers to the years given in the question, offering a balanced
assessment of the factors that led to Hitler’s appeal. Lower level answers tended fall into a description of
the earlier Weimar period or indeed examined control during the Second World War, outside the scope
of this question.

11

© OCR 2018

AS Level History A - Y251/01 - Summer 2018

Examiners’ report

Exemplar 2
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Section B overview
In this section candidates are required to answer a question dealing with an historical interpretation.
Learners are required to use their knowledge of the given topic to evaluate this. Candidates score highly
when they consider the strengths and limitations of the interpretation using detailed and relevant
knowledge of the historical context and are able to refer to the wider historical debate. Generalised
knowledge will not be credited highly in this question.

Question 3

The debate here surrounded Stalin’s decision to blockade Berlin in 1948-9 and the reasoning behind it.
The strongest answers could discuss currency reform and Stalin’s opposition to it, as well as the threats
posed to him by the formation of Bizonia and then Trizonia. The best answers were able to point out that
as Stalin blockaded Berlin just after currency reform then it was a significant short-term factor in his
decision making. Weaker answers could recall elements of the above but tended to describe events
without linking them to the quotation. They tended to ignore the “desperate attempt” element of the
quotation whilst better answers made this the focus.
Limitations of the given quotation were handled less well. Good answers placed the blockade and
currency reform in the wider context of disagreements on the future of Germany. Most could discuss
Marshall Aid and Stalin’s refusal of it with a few pointing out that in fact the blockade was a defensive
measure which had been provoked by the intrusion of Marshall Aid into the Allied zones. Weaker
responses tended to list disagreements at Yalta and Potsdam without linking these effectively.
In terms of the wider debate some mentioned that the blockade was an aggressive move by Stalin rather
than a desperate attempt to respond to Allied actions and placed it in the wider context of Stalin’s ‘salami
tactics’ of this period. Some candidates confused the blockade with the building of the Berlin Wall and
were restricted to Level 1.
The example below highlights one response that set the quotation in context and introduced the debate
clearly.
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Exemplar 3

Copyright acknowledgements
Section B, Q3
B Niven, J K A Thomaneck, 'Dividing and Uniting Germany (The Making of the Contemporary World)',
p34, Routledge, 2009.
14

© OCR 2018

Supporting you

Supporting you
For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.

Review of results
If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to consider one of our review of results

services. For full information about the options available visit the OCR website. If university places are
at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications.

Active Results offers a unique perspective on results data and greater opportunities to understand
students’ performance.
It allows you to:
•

Review reports on the performance of individual candidates, cohorts of students and whole 		
centres

•

Analyse results at question and/or topic level

•

Compare your centre with OCR national averages or similar OCR centres.

•

Identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle and help pinpoint strengths and
weaknesses of students and teaching departments.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/active-results/

CPD Hub
Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in
to an online Q&A session.
https://www.cpdhub.ocr.org.uk

The small print

We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce. By
clicking on the ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure
that our resources work for you. When the email template pops
up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click
‘Send’. Thank you.
Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding
organisation, you can request more information by completing the
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.
This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is
acknowledged as the originator of this work.
Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between
published support and the specification, therefore please use the
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between
the specification and a resource please contact us at:
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.
OCR acknowledges the use of the following content:
Square down and Square up: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com
Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications:
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

Looking for a resource?
There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources
for your qualification:
www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

www.ocr.org.uk
OCR Customer Contact Centre
General qualifications
Telephone 01223 553998
Facsimile 01223 552627
Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk
OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance
programme your call may be recorded or monitored.
© OCR 2018 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office The
Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA. Registered
company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

