
Qualification
Accredited

A LEVEL

HISTORY A
Examiners’ report

Y307/01 Summer 2018 series
Version 1

H505
For first teaching in 2015

www.ocr.org.uk/history

http://www.ocr.org.uk/history


A Level History A - Y307/01 - Summer 2018 Examiners’ report 

Contents 
Introduction .............................................................................................................................................. 3 

Paper Y307/01 series overview ................................................................................................................ 4 

Section A overview ................................................................................................................................... 5 

Question 1 ............................................................................................................................................ 5 

Section B overview ................................................................................................................................. 11 

Question 2* ......................................................................................................................................... 11 

Question 3* ......................................................................................................................................... 16 

Question 4* ......................................................................................................................................... 22 

 

  

 2 © OCR 2018 



A Level History A - Y307/01 - Summer 2018 Examiners’ report 

Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain 
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor 
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 
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Paper Y307/01 series overview 
Y307 is one of twenty one units for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an 
extended period of History of at least one hundred years through an interpretation option on a named in-
depth topic and two essays. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates are required 
to use contextual knowledge to test the views of two historians about one of the three named in-depth 
topics or an aspect of one. The question does not require them to comment on the style of writing or the 
provenance of the interpretation. In Section B candidates are required to answer two essay questions 
from a choice of three.  

To do well on Section A, candidates need to explain the view of each interpretation in relation to the 
question and then evaluate the interpretation by the application of contextual knowledge. Responses 
should show an understanding of the wider debate connected to the issue.  

To do well on Section B, candidates need to make connections and links across the whole period, 
explaining similarities and differences between the events they are discussing in order to show an 
awareness of continuity and change across the whole period unless instructed otherwise. The 
comparisons made may be either between periods within the topic or between regions. The strongest 
answers will test an hypothesis and reach a supported judgement. 

Overview of candidate performance 

Candidates who did well on this paper generally did the following: 
• showed a clear understanding of the views of the two interpretations in relation to the question 
• were able to use contextual knowledge to test the interpretations, linking that knowledge 

directly to the interpretation through evaluative words 
• were able to consider both the strengths and limitations of both interpretations using contextual 

knowledge 
• in answering the essay questions, covered the whole period in a balanced way 
• adopted a thematic approach 
• made links and comparisons between aspects of the topic 
• explained the links and comparisons 
• supported their arguments with precise and relevant examples 
• reached a supported judgement about the issue in the question. 

Candidates who did less well on this paper generally did the following: 
• showed a limited understanding of one or both of the interpretations 
• did not go beyond a basic explanation of part of the interpretation 
• did not link any contextual knowledge directly to the interpretation and therefore did not 

evaluate the interpretation 
• in answering the essay, adopted a chronological rather than thematic approach 
• did not make links or comparisons even if events from different parts of the period were 

discussed in the same paragraph 
• failed to cover the whole period 
• did not focus on the precise wording of the question 
• made unsupported comments about issues which were no more than assertions. 
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Section A overview 
Section A requires candidates to evaluate the views of two historians about an issue related to one of the 
three named in-depth topics. The strongest responses will explain the views of the two passages about 
the issue in the question and then use contextual knowledge and an understanding of the wider historical 
debate about the issue to evaluate the interpretations. Credit will not be given for comments about the 
provenance of the passages and comments about what is not covered by the interpretations should be 
limited. The focus of the response should be on what is in the actual passages and not what is missing. 
Responses that simply explain the interpretations and their view about the issue in the question will not 
go beyond Level 3. 

Question 1 

Candidates were able to explain the views of the two passages, with most identifying the religious focus 
of Passage A and the political and strategic focus of B. As a consequence, responses were able to 
explain, often quite clearly and fully, the two views. It also meant that most candidates had considerable 
contextual knowledge that, in many instances, they were able to use to evaluate the interpretations 
rather than simply deploy it. There were numerous elements for the candidates to pick up on and in the 
time allowed it was not expected that every issue covered by the passages was discussed, what 
mattered was the quality of the knowledge used and resultant evaluation.  

The majority of the answers were able to use their knowledge of Philip’s religious beliefs to support the 
Passage, with many arguing that he had stated his desire not to rule over heretics and hence his 
concern about the Netherlands. Other responses also used knowledge of the number of priests on board 
the Armada to argue that the view was valid as this showed his intention to convert England. Candidates 
were then often able to link this to the fact that Elizabeth was giving aid to the Dutch Calvinist rebels, 
particularly following the signing of the recent treaty of Nonsuch. However, the strongest responses also 
challenged this view and noted that Philip had defended Elizabeth from excommunication by the Papacy 
at the start of her reign. In evaluating Passage B there was a considerable range of material used in 
responses. Many answers considered the importance of the Channel to Philip in supplying his forces in 
the Netherlands. However, the strongest answers considered the timing of the Armada and used this to 
argue that this showed it was for political and strategic reasons. They saw English action against Spain 
culminating in the attack by Drake on Cadiz as evidence of Philip’s concern, although some argued that 
the fleet being assembled at Cadiz was assembled because of English action in the Caribbean against 
treasure ships and therefore it was more a long term response. 

The responses to this question were encouraging and most were able to link their knowledge to the 
passages to produce a coherent argument which looked at both the strength and limitations of the 
argument and therefore often reached Level 5. Exemplar 1 provides a good example of where a good 
range of detail material is used to evaluate both passages. However, it is important to note that the 
material used is no more than could be found in a standard A Level text. What is clear in the response is 
the ability of the candidate to link that knowledge to the passages in order to produce a balanced 
evaluation and therefore reach Level 6.  
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Exemplar 1 
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Section B overview 
Candidates are required to answer two out of three questions. In answering these questions candidates 
should cover the whole period during the course of their answer unless the question states otherwise. 
Although there is no requirement to cover the whole period in each paragraph there should be a sense of 
balance between different parts of the period during the course of the answer. The nature of the 
questions on this paper is different to the essay questions set on Units 1 and 2 and in order to reach the 
higher levels require evidence of synthesis. Synthesis is when links and comparisons are made between 
different parts of the period or between different rulers or regions, however it is also important that these 
links and similarities or differences are explained and events are not simply asserted as being similar or 
different. Good explanation will take responses to the top of Level 4 but to go higher there should be 
evidence of comparison.  

Question 2* 

This was a popular question and where candidates focused on ‘instrument of foreign policy’ often 
responded well making comparisons across the period. The question required candidates to compare 
the importance of the two named issues, but there were some weaker responses which brought in other 
issues which were not credited. In discussing these issues it was important that responses showed a 
good understanding of the concept of ‘instrument’, usually focusing on how it was used to achieve 
foreign policy goals or aims.  

A significant number of responses argued that whilst trade was important and were able to provide 
specific examples, particularly from the reigns of Henry VII and Elizabeth, war was the ultimate weapon 
when national security was threatened. As a result, many challenged the assumption and argued that 
warfare was used throughout the period, whereas trade was used much less frequently. This allowed 
many responses to note that each monarch used war even if some, notably Henry VII and Elizabeth, 
were more reluctant. Some answers also stressed that Henry VIII used warfare as a first option, whereas 
for others it was not their first instrument of choice.  

Knowledge of the use of trade by Henry VII was usually sound, but its use in the later period was less 
secure. A number of candidates did not pick up on the search for new markets after the collapse of 
Antwerp in 1551 or the issue of trade in the New World. However, the higher ability responses made 
some interesting comments about trade as an instrument of warfare in the New World during Elizabeth’s 
reign. Understanding of warfare was usually sound and most were able to show some sense of 
continuity from Henry VII over Brittany and France through to Elizabeth and Spain. What distinguished 
responses was the ability to focus on whether it was more important rather than simply showing where 
the two issues were or were not important.  

Exemplar 2 below provides an example of a response that is aware of change over time. There is not 
only comparison within the reigns of monarchs but between them. The response shows a clear 
understanding of the importance of trade and how it was used. There is comparison and an argument 
that warfare was more effective and again a comparison is made between the various monarchs. There 
are some parts that are irrelevant, when discussing marriage, but despite this the strength of the 
argument and level of synthesis still takes the response into the highest level.  
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Exemplar 2 

 

 

 
 12 © OCR 2018 



A Level History A - Y307/01 - Summer 2018 Examiners’ report 

 

  

 13 © OCR 2018 



A Level History A - Y307/01 - Summer 2018 Examiners’ report 

 

  

 14 © OCR 2018 



A Level History A - Y307/01 - Summer 2018 Examiners’ report 

 
  

 15 © OCR 2018 



A Level History A - Y307/01 - Summer 2018 Examiners’ report 

Question 3* 

This was the most popular question and most candidates were able to explain a list of reasons why 
relations declined. The less able responses often focused on only one part of the period, some on the 
early part and argued that the Reformation caused the decline and ignored developments post 1558. 
There were other answers that simply looked at the period post 1558. The lack of coverage of the whole 
period did limit the level responses could reach. The strongest answers made a comparison between the 
earlier period, with regular alliances under Henry VII and Henry VIII, with the very best even noting that 
this continued into the 1560s with Philip protecting Elizabeth.  

Issues that were often discussed included trade and attacks on Spanish shipping in the New World, 
support for the Dutch Calvinist rebels, religion and the changing situation in France. It was the latter point 
that was often seen as crucial. The support of Philip for the Catholic League and the potential control of 
the Channel was seen as a threat to national security resulting in a decline in relations. The high level 
answers noted that this development was nothing new in English foreign policy and argued that this is 
why France had been the main concern earlier in the period but that this situation had now changed.  

Exemplar 3 takes up the issue of France and national security. It shows a good understanding of the 
international situation and the power-play between Spain and France to which England was forced to 
respond. This is used to show how in the first part of the period England went to war against France 
allied to Spain but in the second part of the period the situation was reversed. Such an approach 
provided the opportunity to make comparisons across the period and reach the higher levels. The 
supporting knowledge is good and the argument is therefore convincing. The issue of trade is also 
picked up on, particularly the importance of Burgundy/Antwerp, and the decline in its importance 
removed an incentive for good relations. Religion is also discussed and again comparisons are made. 
The conclusion does provide a judgement but this and interim judgements would benefit from 
development to take the response higher in the level. 

Exemplar 3 
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Question 4* 

There were far fewer responses to this question than the other two on the paper. Whilst a number of 
candidates did display some knowledge of religious, financial, economic and political developments, they 
found it more challenging to link them to foreign policy. A number of answers approached the question 
from the other angle and showed how religious developments influenced foreign policy, with the result 
that the focus was very limited.  

Responses that did address the question often considered how far foreign policy influenced religious 
developments in the period from 1530 to 1560, with few making the point that it had little impact on the 
period before the Reformation. The fear of a crusade from Spain and France was often seen as slowing 
down religious developments in the period after 1538, whilst others focused on how the pro-Spanish 
policy of Mary allowed the restoration of Catholicism.  

Most responses found it easier to discuss other issues such as taxation and subsequent unrest, noting 
the resistance to taxation under both Henry VII and Henry VIII. Some responses did consider the impact 
of trade embargoes on the economy and unemployment, whilst a few did briefly mention the impact of 
foreign policy on Ireland with particular reference to Tyrone. 

Exemplar 4 provides an example of a response where a candidate is able to explain some of the ways 
foreign policy influenced developments within England. There is some knowledge shown, but the answer 
is less convincing in its handling of religion, with a few undeveloped examples from the reigns of Edward, 
Mary and Elizabeth. It is more convincing in discussing trade and finance and it is this that takes it into 
Level 4. The weak handling of the named factor, despite attempts at comparison of other factors 
prevents the response from going higher.  

Exemplar 4 
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Supporting you 
For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.

Review of results

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to consider one of our review of results 
services.  For full information about the options available visit the OCR website.  If university places are 
at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to 
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications.

Active Results offers a unique perspective on results data and greater opportunities to understand 
students’ performance. 

It allows you to:

• Review reports on the performance of individual candidates, cohorts of students and whole   
centres

• Analyse results at question and/or topic level

• Compare your centre with OCR national averages or similar OCR centres.

• Identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle and help pinpoint strengths and 
weaknesses of students and teaching departments.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/active-results/

Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in 
to an online Q&A session.

https://www.cpdhub.ocr.org.uk 
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http://ocr.org.uk/administration/stage-5-post-results-services/enquiries-about-results/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/active-results/
https://www.cpdhub.ocr.org.uk
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