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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain 
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor 
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 
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Paper Y321/01 series overview 
Y321 is one of twenty one units for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an 
extended period of History of at least one hundred years through an interpretation option on a named in-
depth topic and two essays. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates are required 
to use contextual knowledge to test the views of two historians about one of the three named in-depth 
topics or an aspect of one. The question does not require them to comment on the style of writing or the 
provenance of the interpretation. In Section B candidates are required to answer two essay questions 
from a choice of three.  

To do well on Section A, candidates need to explain the view of each interpretation in relation to the 
question and then evaluate the interpretation by the application of contextual knowledge. Responses 
should show an understanding of the wider debate connected to the issue.  

To do well on Section B, candidates need to make connections and links across the whole period, 
explaining similarities and differences between the events they are discussing in order to show an 
awareness of continuity and change across the whole period unless instructed otherwise. The 
comparisons made may be either between periods within the topic or between regions. The strongest 
answers will test an hypothesis and reach a supported judgement. 

Overview of candidate performance 

Candidates who did well on this paper generally did the following: 
• showed a clear understanding of the views of the two interpretations in relation to the question 
• were able to use contextual knowledge to test the interpretations, linking that knowledge 

directly to the interpretation through evaluative words 
• were able to consider both the strengths and limitations of both Interpretations using contextual 

knowledge 
• in answering the essay questions, covered the whole period in a balanced way 
• adopted a thematic approach 
• made links and comparisons between aspects of the topic 
• explained the links and comparisons 
• supported their arguments with precise and relevant examples 
• reached a supported judgement about the issue in the question. 

Candidates who did less well on this paper generally did the following: 
• showed a limited understanding of one or both of the interpretations 
• did not go beyond a basic explanation of part of the interpretation 
• did not link any contextual knowledge directly to the interpretation and therefore did not 

evaluate the interpretation 
• in answering the essay adopted a chronological rather than thematic approach 
• did not make links or comparisons even if events from different parts of the period were 

discussed in the same paragraph 
• failed to cover the whole period 
• did not focus on the precise wording of the question 
• made unsupported comments about issues which were no more than assertions. 
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Section A  

Question 1 

This question was, on the whole, well answered. The majority of candidates were able to access the 
higher levels by clearly linking their own knowledge to the views and opinions mentioned. Stronger 
responses were able to select three or four different views within each interpretation and assess the 
relative nature of each one. At the top end, candidates used precise and accurate own knowledge, 
explaining that A reflects the view that the Arab forces were weak whereas B argues the converse view, 
that Israel was strong. The most successful answers dealt with each interpretation in turn before coming 
to a measured conclusion. Answers which attempted a thematic approach often were confused and 
lacked evaluation, leading to an essay-like approach. Centres should be aware that credit is given in 
assessing the relative convincingness of the views that are present in each interpretation. Answers 
which proceeded to list impacts that were not present in each interpretation did not score highly, as they 
were not explicitly evaluating the view of each historian. Centres should also be aware that there is no 
requirement to mention other historians 

In regards to Interpretation A, the majority of candidates were able explain the disunity amongst the Arab 
forces. Those at lower levels merely described them, some just listing the armies mentioned in the 
interpretation and their size. There were also a pleasing number of candidates who did, however, 
question the statistics mentioned. As for Interpretation B, most were able to identify its key message that 
the Israeli victory was due to their superiority in a number of areas. Many again questioned the statistics 
but also referred to the second phase of the war, using precise evidence to support their claims. In the 
lower levels, however, this ended up becoming a list of evidence, which was not linked to the views 
presented.  

Exemplar 1 was marked in Level 6. 

Exemplar 1 
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Section B  

Question 2 

This was answered by almost all candidates. There was a great improvement in candidates using 
appropriate thematic paragraphs. These included political, economic and military relations.  

At the top end, answers considered the Gulf War of 1991 at the start of each paragraph before 
comparing it to two other turning points (in each paragraph). Successful answers were able to compare 
throughout the paragraph (‘this was a greater turning point than.... because….’). At the very top, answers 
assessed the most important theme in defining relations in the conclusion (often economic in the 
answers received this year) to present a highly analytical response.  

However, there were far more answers at the lower end of the mark range. These either:  

a) contained three turning points, written chronologically or as factors, which limited the ability of 
candidates to access higher marks 

or 

b) wrote three turning points in thematic paragraphs but did not compare and explain the importance of 
each one. These were often characterised by phrases such as ‘another turning point’ or ‘similarly’.  

Centres should be aware that a turning point question is not an exercise in assessing the similarities 
between events or rulers; it is about evaluating relative importance to come to a sustained judgement. 
The caveat to this is, clearly, if two turning points have a similar impact on relations between Great 
Powers and the Middle East (for this question). 

Finally, centres should be aware that the whole time period has to be covered – many candidates simply 
referred to the post Second World War period.  

Exemplar 2 was marked in Level 6. 

Exemplar 2 
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Question 3 

This was answered by almost all candidates. There was a great improvement in candidates using 
appropriate thematic paragraphs. These included political, economic and military dominance  

At the top end, answers considered Egypt at the start of each paragraph before comparing it to two other 
countries (in each paragraph). Successful answers were able to compare throughout the paragraph (‘this 
meant that they were more dominant than.... because….’). At the very top, answers assessed the most 
important theme in defining dominance in the conclusion (often military in the answers received this 
year) to present a highly analytical response.  

However, there were far more answers at the lower end of the mark range. These either:  

a) contained three countries, written as factors, which limited the ability of candidates to access higher 
marks 

or 

b) wrote about two countries in thematic paragraphs but did not compare and explain the importance of 
each one. These were often characterised by phrases such as ‘another turning point’ or ‘similarly’.  

Centres should be aware that a question such as this is not an exercise in assessing the similarities 
between countries; it is about evaluating relative importance to come to a sustained judgement. The 
caveat to this is, clearly, if two countries have a similar impact on the Middle East (for this question.) 

Finally, centres should be aware that a number of countries have to be referred to, some candidates 
simply wrote about Egypt. 

Exemplar 3 was marked in Level 6. 

  



A Level History A - Y321/01 - Summer 2018 Examiners’ report 

 19 © OCR 2018 

Exemplar 3 
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Question 4 

There were very few answers to this question and, as such, the sample size is very low. The majority of 
answers here listed different ethnic groups and described their differences. To achieve the highest 
levels, candidates could have defined political relations and then compared the differences between 
groups to other factors that influence relations, for example single ethnic groups, political ideologies, 
religion and ethnicity. It would also have been acceptable for candidates to approach this question on a 
country by country basis. To achieve the highest levels, the candidate would then have needed to 
compare within their conclusion to reach a sustained synoptic judgement in relation to the Middle East.  



Supporting you 
For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.

Review of results

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to consider one of our review of results 
services.  For full information about the options available visit the OCR website.  If university places are 
at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to 
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications.

Active Results offers a unique perspective on results data and greater opportunities to understand 
students’ performance. 

It allows you to:

• Review reports on the performance of individual candidates, cohorts of students and whole   
centres

• Analyse results at question and/or topic level

• Compare your centre with OCR national averages or similar OCR centres.

• Identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle and help pinpoint strengths and 
weaknesses of students and teaching departments.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/active-results/

Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in 
to an online Q&A session.

https://www.cpdhub.ocr.org.uk 
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