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Introduction
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.
Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be
downloaded from OCR.

3

© OCR 2018

AS Level Further Mathematics B (MEI) - Y416/01 - Summer 2018

Examiners’ report

Paper Y416/01 overview
Y416 (Statistics b) is an optional examination component for the new revised AS Level examination for
GCE Further Mathematics B (MEI). This component extends the content of Y412 (Statistics a) to include
continuous random variables, confidence intervals, further hypothesis tests and simulation. To do well on
this paper, candidates need to be familiar with the content of Y412 and be comfortable applying their
knowledge and understanding to new and unfamiliar contexts.
As with Y412, many of the questions in Y416 are in context and require interpretation in addition to
understanding. Questions may also require candidates to comment about the modelling assumptions
underlying their answers. Candidates should also have gained experience of using a spreadsheet for
simulating random variables.
Candidate performance overview
Candidates who did well on this paper generally did the following.
•
•
•
•
•

Performed standard calculations showing clear working and rounding appropriately.
Produced clear and concise responses to questions asking for explanation and/or
interpretation, e.g. 1(iv), 4(iv), 4(vi), 4(vii), 4(viii), 5(i), 6(ii), 6(iii), 6(iv).
Found the parameters of Normal distributions for combinations of Normal variables
(question 2).
Linked different areas of the specification (question 4).
Applied knowledge and understanding to questions set in a novel context.

Candidates who did less well on this paper generally did the following.
•
•
•

•

Showed insufficient working and over-rounding, e.g. 2, 3(iii), 6(i).
Found it difficult to apply what they had learnt when dealing with new contexts.
Produced responses that lacked depth in questions asking for explanation, sometimes
relying on stock phases such as ‘the sample is large’, e.g. 4(iv), 4(vi), 4(viii), 6(ii), 6(iii),
6(iv).
Made errors in dealing with probability density functions: (question 3).
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Question 1(i)

Question 1(ii)

Question 1(iii)

Almost all candidates correctly explained the meaning of the label df. Most gained only one of the two
marks available however, since although they stated that df = n – 1, they did not say what n represented
and so could not be credited the second mark. In the software output there is a label N, but it is not
defined in the output and so the second mark was only credited if there was a clear definition of n as the
sample size. Some candidates defined n incorrectly as ‘the number of samples’.
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Question 1(iv)

The majority of candidates scored both marks, however, some stated that ‘a different confidence level’
was required, rather than a lower confidence level.

Question 2(i)

This question was well answered, and almost all candidates found the new mean correctly. A number of
candidates used a wrong variance of 0.7 × 152 rather than (0.7 × 15)2 and so could only gain the first
mark for the Normal distribution and the correct mean. Candidates should be advised that in questions
involving the calculation of Normal probabilities, they should state the distribution that they are using in
the form N(μ, σ2). They should also show how they have calculated the new mean and variance, so that
if they have not got the correct final values of these they may still at least be credited some method
marks.

Question 2(ii)

This question was again well answered, but some candidates again used the wrong variance (usually
(5×15)2 rather than 5×152).

Question 2(iii)

Although this was reasonably well answered, many candidates either scored zero or only scored the first
mark for a correct mean. In this part in particular, it would have been pleasing to see more candidates
show their working for the new variance.
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Exemplar 1

This is a one of several responses in which the candidate gains the first mark for stating that the
distribution is Normal with mean -34.5. The variance is however then simply stated to be 2317.5, without
any working at all. If the stated variance is wrong, as it is in this case, then no further marks are
available. If there had been working, then another mark might have been scored.

Question 3(i)(a)

The majority of candidates only scored one mark out of the two available due to omitting axis labels,
more often on the vertical axis.

Question 3(i)(b)

Almost all candidates used an integration method to try to answer this question. In questions such as this
one where there are only straight lines involved, it is far easier to use the formula for the area of a
triangle. A sizeable proportion did not produce a fully correct response and if they had used the latter
method, it is likely that many more would have gained both marks.
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Question 3(ii)

Although very well answered, most candidates again used integration for both parts of the area, instead
of realising that the area below x = 0 was ½. A few candidates made errors with negative values.

Exemplar 2

This response gives a correct expression for P(X < ¼), but then there is an error in the evaluation. The
candidate incorrectly evaluates the left hand tail, getting an answer of -0.5. Having realised that this is
wrong, the negative sign is dropped. As the final answer comes from incorrect working, the second mark
was not credited. A number of candidates made errors of this type in part (i)B, (ii) and (iii). As mentioned
above, integration for the left hand tail was not even necessary as it is clear that the area = ½. Of course
the whole of the area can be found without integration, but no candidates attempted any permutation of
this method. The simplest method is to subtract ½ × (¾)2 from 1.

Question 3(iii)

As in the previous parts of the question, nearly all candidates used integration to find E(X) rather than
simply using symmetry to state the value. In finding the variance (in which integration had to be used) a
number of candidates again made errors with negative values. A few gave the variance as their final
answer, rather than standard deviation.

Question 4(i)

Less than half of the candidates gave a correct answer to this question. The main error made was to
think that the distribution was discrete and so give an answer of 2/11, 3/11 or 4/11. Candidates should be
advised to make sure that they use the specified distribution.
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Question 4(ii)

There were many more correct responses to this part, even from candidates that in part (i) had used a
discrete distribution.

Question 4(iii)

This question was usually answered correctly although some candidates miscounted the number of
values between 3 and 6. Some seemed to have no idea how to tackle this question, which simply
involved counting. As mentioned in the overview above candidates should have gained experience of
using a spreadsheet for simulating random variables.
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Question 4(iv)

Most candidates discussed a ‘larger sample size’ or a ‘larger number of trials’. Some stated that as the
sample size increased the distribution of the data would become closer to a Normal distribution. Very few
mentioned anything about the variance of Y as compared to that of X, which was the essential point.

Exemplar 3

This is a typical incorrect response, in which the candidate states that as the number of trials
(increases?) the data becomes Normally distributed and so the probability is much greater. This seems
to be referring to the Central Limit Theorem, although the use of the word ‘data’ here is incorrect. No
marks were credited since this response does not explain why the estimated probability is greater.

Question 4(v)

A number of candidates seemed to have no idea how to tackle this question. Of those who did, many did
not correctly find the new variance, usually simply using the original variance of X, forgetting to divide it
by 8. These then only scored the first mark for stating that the distribution was N(5,...) or in other words
Normal with mean 5.
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Question 4(vi)

Most candidates realised that the essential point was that the line was approximately straight, and so
gained a mark. Most did not give a complete answer, with relatively few going on to state that the
distribution is probably Normal and so the Central Limit Theorem may provide a good approximation.

Question 4(vii)

This question was not very well answered. To gain the mark, candidates had first to state the correct
estimated probability of 0.808 and then compare this to the correct probability of 0.811 found in part (v).
There were a number of responses where 0.808 was not found and a number where it was found, but
then compared to 0.88 rather than 0.811.

Question 4(viii)

In this last part of the question a large majority of candidates scored an easy mark for stating that there
was less variation, however very few of them gave a convincing reason for why there was less. Many
candidates discussed the sample size, but this did not gain the second mark as the sample size was 8,
not 1000. What was required was to say that as the number of rows increases, the estimated probability
tends to get closer to the true probability.
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Exemplar 4

In this response the candidate correctly states that less variation would be expected, however their
reason refers to ‘the bigger the sample’. In order to score the second mark it had to be absolutely clear
that the candidate was discussing the number of rows. In this case, although the candidate mentioned
the number of rows, it was not absolutely clear that the candidate was not discussing the sample size of
8 and so the second mark was not credited.

Question 5(i)

Most candidates knew how to tackle this question, but many did not mention ‘population’ in their
definition of μ and so did not score this mark. Almost all candidates had correct hypotheses and test
statistic, but some then used the wrong critical value and so did not gain the last 3 marks. Wrong critical
values included the two-tailed 1.96 and also values from a t-distribution (often despite having used the
correct Normal distribution to calculate the test statistic).

Question 5(ii)

Many fully correct responses were seen, however some candidates simply mentioned ‘Wilcoxon test’
rather than ‘Wilcoxon signed rank test’. Some also did not gain the second mark as their assumption was
‘median = mean’ without mentioning anything about symmetry. Whilst symmetry implies that the median
is equal to the mean, the reverse is not the case.
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Question 5(iii)

Question 6(i)

This question was generally well answered. Of those candidates who did not gain full credit, the majority
used an incorrect value in place of 1.96, usually 1.645 or a value from a t-distribution. A few candidates
did not show working as the question required and so could only score a maximum of 2 marks for a fully
correct confidence interval.

Question 6(ii)

Many candidates did not state that zero was within the bounds of the confidence interval and so could
only gain at most one of the marks. It is good practice for candidates to state that the value of interest is
or is not within the bounds. Quite a number of candidates thought that the fact that ‘the mean was above
zero’ or similar meant that the confidence interval does suggest that the fuel additive reduces fuel
consumption, which indicates that they do not realise that a confidence interval can in effect be used to
conduct a hypothesis test.

Exemplar 5

This candidate responds that the fuel additive reduces fuel consumption as most of the confidence
interval is positive. There were several similar responses, implying a lack of understanding of the nature
of a confidence interval.

13

© OCR 2018

AS Level Further Mathematics B (MEI) - Y416/01 - Summer 2018

Examiners’ report

Question 6(iii)

In order to gain credit candidates had to say more than just ‘the sample is large’; they had to mention
either the Normal distribution or the Central Limit Theorem. For full credit candidates had to give a full
answer involving both, which many did manage to do.

Question 6(iv)

Very few fully correct responses were seen, but the majority of candidates scored 1 mark for mentioning
that using a random sample would make it more likely that the sample was representative of the
population or less likely to be biased.
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