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A Level English Language

Introduction

These exemplar answers have been chosen from the
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars,
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has been
applied.

Please always refer to the specification https.//www.ocr.org.
uk/Images/171195-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-
english-language-h470.pdf for full details of the assessment
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should

also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment
materials and the June 2018 Examiners'report or Report to
Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.
org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for this
and are able to set up teachers with specific logins — see
the following link for further information http://www.ocr.
org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may
make small adjustments to improve the performance of
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive
changes.

Exemplar Candidate Work

For the purposes of this resource, we have used eight
candidate scripts, which we have broken down and
grouped as responses to individual questions. Please see
below the overall marks each of those eight candidates
received:

Script 1 (comprising of all Exemplar 1 responses) — 80 marks
Script 2 (comprising of all Exemplar 2 responses) — 70 marks
Script 3 (comprising of all Exemplar 3 responses) — 67 marks
Script 4 (comprising of all Exemplar 4 responses) — 64 marks
Script 5 (comprising of all Exemplar 5 responses) — 58 marks
Script 6 (comprising of all Exemplar 6 responses) — 53 marks
Script 7 (comprising of all Exemplar 7 responses) — 44 marks

Script 8 (comprising of all Exemplar 8 responses) — 33 marks
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A Level English Language Exemplar Candidate Work

Question 1

1  Giving careful consideration to the context of the text:

(a) Identify and analyse uses of lexis and semantics in this text. [10]
(b) Identify and analyse the way sentences are constructed in this text. [10]
Exemplar 1 Level 5 (High) 20 marks
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A Level English Language Exemplar Candidate Work
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A Level English Language Exemplar Candidate Work
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Examiner commentary

This question was awarded full marks for both parts. It clearly identifies patterns of language with appropriate terminology and
perceptively evaluates contextual factors across both language levels (lexis and semantics/sentence construction). The hybrid nature
of the text (column/eulogy) is well understood and linked convincingly to language (e.g. the nostalgic tone effected through rich
pre-modification and high-frequency lexis versus the more polysyllabic, formal lexis typical of a broadsheet column). Connections
are seamlessly made to contextual factors, the use of spoken mode features recognised as being designed to engage readers who
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A Level English Language Exemplar Candidate Work

are likely to be fans of Bowie. As is common in top band answers, there is a synthesis of address to AO1 and AO3 throughout the
analysis (as opposed to a’level-by level’approach, which often leads to a sacrifice of depth of analysis for breadth of points).

There is a precise hold of language features displayed and exemplified throughout, with clear identification of patterns. For 13,
lexical field of space, pre-modification, triad structures, pronoun usage, proper nouns, high and low-frequency lexis are both
exemplified and explored (answers which merely identify patterns are unlikely to be awarded in the top band). For 1b, the frequent
use of declaratives is perceptively evaluated as producing a factual tone in what is essentially an opinion piece. Complex sentence
structures, syndetic listing, minor sentences and the use of fronted coordinating conjunctions are also convincingly explored in
terms of their contextual significance.

Itis also worth noting that the answer avoids a lengthy and/or redundant introduction or conclusion. In addition, the two language
features are addressed in separate answers, as opposed to the “combined answer’approach adopted by some candidates -which,
more often than not, leads to weaker and less focussed responses.

Exemplar 2 Level 4/3 13 marks
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Examiner commentary

Although, for 1a, more obvious patterns of language (semantic fields), begin to be established, the lack of any meaningful analysis
and the assertive tone employed throughout prohibits access to the top bands for this part of the question. In terms of lexis,
there are some clear points made about language use which are credit-worthy, supported with evidence and some appropriate
terminology. However, in what is a truncated answer, (perhaps due to time constraints since this is clearly an able candidate),
contextual factors are barely addressed here. Although a basic understanding of the purpose of the text is shown, there is no
relevant commentary on either reception or production as to warrant a higher mark. 1b is a more robust response, with a greater
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A Level English Language Exemplar Candidate Work

breadth of coverage on language use which propels the answer into the low Level 4 category. There is some singling out of relevant
examples of language, using appropriate terminology and some straightforward analysis. Only loose conclusions, however, are
reached about contextual factors and so the answer remains securely in the Level 3 category for AO3. 1a: 7 marks; 1b: 6 marks.

Exemplar 3 Level 4 15 marks
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Examiner commentary

This is a solid Level 4 response, with Ta coming to clearer conclusions in relation to contextual factors. Relevant examples of
language are singled out and analysed with appropriate terminology for both parts of the question. However, although patterns
are alluded to, they are not fully identified or exemplified, thus prohibiting access to the top level. That said, there is some sound
(if not perceptive) analysis of language and weighing up of contextual factors (more so in 1a), with a clear understanding shown
of the purpose of the text and the possible effect of language use on reception. Writing is coherent and there is a good range of
appropriate terminology used throughout both parts, displaying a secure understanding of linguistic concepts. 1a: 8 marks;

Tb: 7 marks.
Exemplar 4 Level 4/5 17 marks
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Examiner commentary

This is a borderline Level 4/5 response, with 1b providing a clearer identification of patterns of language and a more robust analysis,
therefore accessing the top level for AO1. 1a outlines relevant examples of language use and alludes to patterns in places, however
exemplification and exploration of these is not always fully convincing. That said, there are some insightful points made in places, for
example, the use of the numeral‘one’emphasising Bowie's lonely persona in the world. Terminology is wide-ranging and appropriate
in both parts of the question, displaying a secure understanding of linguistic concepts. There is a sound weighing up of contextual
factors in both answers, however lacking the perceptive evaluation and incisive analysis shown in Exemplar 1. Thus, for AO3, the
response remains securely in the Level 4 category. 1a: 8 marks; 1b: 9 marks.

Exemplar 5 Level 3 11 marks
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Examiner commentary

This is a typical Level 3 response, making some clear points about language use (particularly in 1b) which are mainly supported with
evidence. Terminology is mostly appropriate. Patterns are alluded to (e.g. adjectives) but not evidenced or explored. The two parts of
the question are combined into one answer, which generally leads to weaker responses. Candidates are strongly advised to answer
both parts of the question separately, as this usually leads to a greater focus on the specified language level. A clear understanding
of the text’s purpose and audience is shown, however, with one or two exceptions, contextual factors are loose or generalised and
not always convincing. Overall the response displays a reasonable sense of the specified language levels but not in sufficient depth
as to warrant a higher mark. 1a: 5 marks; 1b: 6 marks.

Exemplar 6 Level 4/2 11 marks
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Examiner commentary

This answer is a good example of an uneven response, which may be a result of time constraints or inadequate preparation for 1b.
Ta displays some clear points about language use, although some are laboured, with some clear conclusions on contextual factors.
There is some straightforward analysis of language which is credit-worthy, e.g. the use of adjectives to connote bleakness and
loneliness, and a recognition of semantic field and contrast, which is then linked reasonably well to context. Terminology is sparse,
but when used is accurate. On the other hand, 1b is notably weaker, with inconsistent terminology and a more assertive focus

on limited examples of sentence structure (declaratives). There is only the occasional piece of evidence cited and conclusions on
contextual factors are in the main simplistic and assertive. For that reason, 1b remains securely in the Level 2 category. Candidates
are advised to ensure they leave sufficient time in this question to fully address both parts. 1a: 7 marks; 1b: 4 marks.
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Exemplar 7 Level 3 12 marks
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Examiner commentary

There are clear points made about language in both parts of the question, with a relatively secure grasp of terminology which
displays a reasonable grasp of linguistic concepts. Analysis, however, is superficial and the tone remains on the assertive side
throughout. For example, the use of oxymoron is identified in the noun phrase ‘joyful alien"but not fully explored. Similarly, although
contextual conclusions are clear, they remain undeveloped and somewhat repetitive. This is a solid Level 3 answer with potential to
access a higher level had there been a little more depth of evaluation of language and more solid weighing up of contextual factors.
1a: 6 marks; 1b: 6 marks.

Exemplar 8 Level 3/2 9 marks
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Exemplar Candidate Work
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Examiner commentary

This is a borderline Band 2/3 answer, 1b being slightly stronger with one or two valid points made about language. 1a makes an
attempt to discuss lexis, however this is limited to two tenuous examples, one of which is unconvincing. Supporting evidence is
barely existent, as is appropriate terminology. Conclusions on contextual factors in both parts of the question are undeveloped and
there is only a very vague sense of the purpose of the text. 1b contains a few more convincing examples of language with some
evidence and terminology, although this remains sparse. 1a: 4 marks; 1b: 5 marks..
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Question 2

Exemplar Candidate Work

2 ‘All language is biased.’

Write an entertaining blog post which critically engages with the statement above. ‘Biased’
language is that which supports a particular point of view and aims to influence the receiver to

agree with it. You do not need to use the statement as your title. [24]
Exemplar 1 Level 6 (High) 24 marks
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Examiner commentary

Again, this question was awarded full marks. There is assured knowledge and critical engagement with the concept of bias and use
of appropriately chosen linguistic features which show flair and originality. The title (which would be expected of a blog post) is
relevant to the topic and clearly satirical, which is fully appropriate for the genre and immediately engages the reader. The frequent
use of personal pronouns, fronted conjunctions and parenthetical asides create an informal/personal tone (again, appropriate)
positioning the audience from the outset. The use of anecdotal evidence is relevant and effective and there is sustained focus on
language and gender throughout the piece, with the concept of marked terms well understood and explored. Whilst there is no
direct reference to theory, there is sufficient knowledge of representation displayed throughout, with plenty of credible evidence
to support a critical argument. All in all, this is a highly engaging piece of writing which fulfils the requirements of the top band for
both AOs.
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Exemplar 2 Level 6/5

Exemplar Candidate Work

22 marks

2

1< S Cﬁlﬂﬁuaad biosed

H’ qoo\s hooe_ e\x@walrxlu hed L)ondef‘A,J maehen:l bt

C%%paf@z”u H/ml» f.’#’ﬁ m#malucwoﬁ Of m@_ﬂ{_@_@m

&5 ba&ad Thats claht braged E:g:g& h%é’ did T clopse
Po refer b usu i< ij\l{sj Lshe ot Girls wlm nok

é'vef'uorle as nl’wag recen#q 'nc,J" /'b M M(Lﬂre, Uuse. o;—
the- Lsord ﬁwé*s‘ Lo (eper /-o G groug of fe l

=y their d@defs Aémonsf'faﬁfs o Pas Fmofz:k ma(cas o that

f/ ((jc:u pere b ok in more (‘JP?é}j ey Afnd Hhab al
’amauom& (s_binsed and Hhix B U’l& delry,/zo, T socnt Fo

U
lecﬁu &S I’Ddau( °

U
Pefma[!q in 1%4 oam!on T do ol belless that - /w{{faqaﬂ&ii
o fon Io& b elher Nok e esal,

Ik se biased I a’éomdm}' o thelrs_and 5ode/m iberprelnlion |

L /@ﬂal)@& Féf é%m[f [a/—- the vera b%jma bdhz"/? T
f‘czﬁm inaﬂnf—uoua< vus | l Lias &tmal

fn A@womhn&f_ Hm# view dall Of 15 (2S5 4 Q(‘O.uﬁ[

/ﬁ([éc/’fuﬁ,ﬁaﬂ/} thar toord a”awed e o demansﬁmfa

Mls laawwgf :f Seréone- prere. e MIPJ‘AH’}"' Fhat Mﬁaf/‘ﬁc/‘[\fj{

H\eu Condd vrew Mok Choice oF /.\!(‘D"/j 0L me maﬁm&:

v I/l d—iﬁomﬁlrlan I‘I‘ﬁ}_ CL” OF My /'ﬁfMLﬂ/K o Ty Mjgf &JW

T wmn’!* or el Hie u;feuo,ﬁ Hre poord & a@s achualle
6um 'oo/fﬁ-‘%ﬁ some Sork OF prefesnce for med, Lbich

/
M T dem'hane b Rc.d*J,Ls Ul carn. 622 H»Ls

: gwdt&: derppghondeg_how Fhe-UsGm& o) eodd bave

b vo very dl#ﬁm# NEaNINGS. CreablAd o simple O pesHor?

J¢ 4 i f’\‘PJL botnged oﬂ\jfs s f‘hﬁ\f‘nnnol'ahaﬂﬂ (A
alfach /anaaq,é,g_ Hek is Lpages ?

lﬂﬂ Q?tamole hene fex youL .Com,nllmenf's o Ythen siete

(aank ILD &y O mign IS o.éfradf/t/& mere . OAAE/I Lo

J
Y powld describe Mem os, hanckamcz haseyesr
£ Uoin ens b go-uf fos oo gl and deserlbe ber g

U
lna/rudev@ , LAIJM Ann " revomend , thed tooul) be

29

©0OCR 2018




A Level English Language Exemplar Candidate Work

SCeN _ns_f S, mtﬁg@dgmlrmcn/— cud ‘rﬁ—m@h/f 2ven
Mﬁo[" Z Gla;ﬂ, at leosr I psesuld {{, Fracs ox gicl o ‘7715_
pmoch mere Sociolly aca:‘w/f/] equivaleqat termg roud be
,f/)rzsﬁu’ and althoush in siople terms both roéds arz golting
ol e ezack some A’alnel iF b dfé(-'r_"/zf'/l/" ConnatallcHts
alinchpd to the oo tortds cibich creakes the

htes o IL T tsere b osh Yo Lot hiad o chistadsristiz.
dzs,uav\. &;]aed’ for i polsen] T decerlbe. as andsenrre

1 moufc] be no Suﬂf[—#ﬁ b e M— ,L,@u f‘&soorda/ wuith
adjechv/as Such &=, Fal/ rmﬁmf however' T dobl
Jdou mouu vee. Hhose some aduféd//t/ﬁs to desuibe
SAoricrm e goho IS Io/‘fj#‘u 2 Cf COowMse Vot L-’OUHH ‘.

The Slerceﬁm/mf pesen tndd _descrle Jjafadeﬂ’sﬁc— for
Eomeene &)l’bo 8 _preffy G< (’Jeltcaf& el’eamP in Hie
posk M%b_@z@ Ineﬁf‘&%_\ This  bichis h&

e i1scwe Of wlaaj-’aeaaéé A‘ff,/zfdbﬁ\t‘,lf,ﬂlﬂhllu wlew as clndive
_Quolihies I1_men et vesues  Lsomen o pleperartes. cnr |

men_jo be mwé/‘Au/ ood_clomiagal el Lol taomen o be
Plore Araﬁs[e G e phich hes r/qamrlc’rézfc/ Hee 6W
bias cund jmbnlonce . Of the poel, tdhen /ﬂufg_&%ﬁ____
ot Fodaes 1sas nﬁal»,o,/ an lméwl'amc.f; Lobileh, lo cn
ex#a/zjr\éq!—ll/ : . _ |

1o som b all pp vhle the lnawase pe wvse toda m\%{:

r v N '
have been creabed by those cibh g pecticda bvas b i

st the. iamrfaaé l”&ilL bhed & bins bubtre conolabions ee
altnch o HL ma&nj%a to remenc bins ez dp psk need bo
d’Uré:z//‘fnf pofdl e use. lowk ﬁl}mﬂl? b 132 trse Fhem.

Mo %_MQMM@M%M_W_&QML
e

Londey o lpane L|ou/ oFmIDﬂS and ﬁe&{ b g el as_.

SDWU&S Lo ﬂgz,/f ueﬁk.\“ /ag[é [é@ $he. lnhg belor, .

|~ Ales

Examiner commentary

This is a strong answer, displaying a consistent and intelligent focus on the topic. There is an assured knowledge and understanding
shown of the concept of gender bias in language from the outset, with a lively beginning which frames the topic well. Adhering to
the genre, there is an informal and personal tone adopted, with use of vocatives (‘guys’), personal pronouns and rhetorical questions
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to engage the reader. Critical engagement of the concept is evident throughout (although Sapir-Whorf is not expressly mentioned,
the theory is clearly applied) and the text is well-constructed with clear modulation of writing to take account of the audience.
Although in the top level for AO2, the answer remains in the Level 5 category for AO5, lacking the originality and flair displayed in
Exemplar 1. The text is well (if not expertly) constructed, with writing which shows skill, as opposed to flair. AO2: 12 marks;

AO5: 10 marks.
Exemplar 3 Level 6 24 marks
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Examiner commentary

This response was awarded full marks. There is an assured knowledge and understanding shown of the concept of gender bias,
coupled with critical engagement and a clear convincing argument. Marked terms, honorifics and sexist language are explored,
supported with facts and statistics showing a critical awareness of the issue of institutionalised bias. The text is expertly constructed
with linguistic features which show flair, including rhetorical questions, parenthesis, colloquialism and use of fronted conjunctions.
The piece has the informality of spoken discourse (as is appropriate for the task), with direct address and use of vocatives (‘my
friends, ladies’) which create a shared understanding with the reader, who we assume to be mainly (if not exclusively) female. There
is abundant use of personal first and second pronouns, which creates further synthetic personalization. Humour is present in the
piece, with reference to modern daytime television presenters, who the intended audience are likely to be familiar with, as well as
use of neologisms (‘Feminazi’) to make a satirical point and idiomatic language (all too familiar’). All'in all, this is an entertaining and
skilful piece of writing which precisely suits the audience defined in the task.
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Exemplar 4 Level 4 17 marks

. 2 INAYS ALL LANGUAGE 15 RIASED , ANMD HON WE CAN

PEOTELT OQUPSEVVES

Since +pe  dowen af +iime [ay tpeve  akhout)

AUMans  Seem 40 have felr tuney wese ik — ahoud

mony -HA\-I\SY i+ Soewms thekt Hine. mn\')mil-k\j CE ok

Wo_ oo, unu_nmﬂ_mmw_n_ﬂdﬂ‘q_amm%—

to povsuaoale efhov geqple xThoat Quw gplheon @

tihe v\:mh\'r one and tnng%g.__nm DAy S hedn

-~

tino posfesd menliaven Yo oly  £iAlA

in_ o +time wineye ‘fone news’ TLIcwtarey ey b

anol  wigtge  oolwited  WMer ko fuvsy wiln b+ wie yeod an. |

PCk I PR 10y ol con e  evey.we Swse tinaX g 'ie

Bm%_m,LL%u Lafat fmatian o What e doed InvonAcol

Longnoge meon Eovy s voc{u—x‘:?

[

SHeve pre thhyee. ALY Sl [ANGA LS A lniazed

1 MNEWSPAPERS

bty o gngedl pnown Pact 4laal- AL r\e.uudr)upe(l"ttttmb

-~

Fne tuywth’ n aioloy 40 Fums\ure +ino Ineat s{oyied |

Loy thellr asudrence., 'Theglot TS ef wuiinexy

. Ihesed L .
i 1—n9\5 ard Hoa Tt Sanao Op L Lol ah gt n\('.\_l\ls‘

(e N puedenied a0y NL WS LA tlao. S amé.

nOA - agpa. Anal peoole (nd \e palapled 4o ML) ndw,

riaase ¢f VS phm Suwpivt tne Tevied gea gaave ey

ta pA\l e o '-ht\.u\i. Expiers  tnap Tine Criany ot ipn ]

Bt wiant oo plaln fexs oa Pa?

The exxent . of languanery .powwel WM Shanoe lodt

Yeaor, Fatiguwing Hag oidmen. op M one heatef. Avengy
Wirot D OplING  ng S QO RER) _exveutated .0 Pome Lt
oF  \LCEOnD —Lr;ct\zm@._amg_Lpg_ng__m&ML_

Se ol 16.@, (\AY LD anlyen s TiAts Tause gl  pynass

lovhaTodren  f9¢ Ao yoensoen, ,lntra.\n'r\n:’ th ot infeserd

34 ©0OCR 2018




A Level English Language Exemplar Candidate Work

3

-

DEe  mpn 4nr f‘e,nrllialu] @aniesful  dee . Aod shnogweto  Lof

e a4t wlFlh . reav e g - OwEEN

A - et
Rk ainok  oleed +aan  imean For grroilc newas (n e |

papo,rs?

“Thoan e ' y 3
oie agk aliowed bs pubiiab afevmiamiga Guidiieud o
VAL Source, B el aA iaval e~y  ingotve uu;unlnj

WAy .t Lasit ovy. vt spin.  Buk ok daedntt onogn
—H/\old cAn't  xwove Hag ir St Lo A nan‘@:M_:ﬂA.L-.&gA_
o of conveax T Cconm-piie AA WL iy MM.\S oA
0o veqlex loaA N netye m\uw\g e we So

LR S AN Obhowd  tvindAd Ve ved g, ¥aYe oLgM’;, gnol

s Hiuwhg daal HLang c‘dnsvmtixﬂ.

2 . POLiTICY .

H inone Areyiio  Crvead .Aﬂmu\“

o il teCogunuie  faad Slogan wnAeal oy EBVI NI LTS

foverrite Prmsiican @reAuntnt  olturias  Hag

eAeLAlany - Dn Hno Swrfnte, AL Sdunald Ao ao L'nmu.

hNa el e x Eho  lho v ,}?Q( P XV G« LY W NS VNG X R Wa W
%
e @OCA . ) |
LAL_ Sk fwol. 4o o puk LvuANaW o p TN NWHE
H Qe

GFf couvsw - Ino wAA  orvaded. (n N l_ony_lmﬂj,_,___

03 gi0 oA poladicind) — opve TRVRVES ST WS S ST s

Uate, Bk winon  thg fuutin (A €A de n ge ol A0l

hid gnswied 0. EAeyY hPS(\A-\'u'@ ‘muoa'u\'-wl Spvo.amhe

Modiar him  ved  fediiame 0 Eake News ILTY 0

maokel &1(\\:\) (on ol g wing e Con v@ndi‘a Tyvst

Ao sep (= enNavygwinerve ¢n POLIFILY —— pyevUCND

WNAAEY o poviiaoale; POvVE i wyle peiSianale  even

2 bihhat Means ’cir\fwfc_wL'r\e,’. 40 Eyuthn T nng KLY

wiho vn  tooll 8004\1 it '3 stmn—\'r\cj o Steer Mo tinid |
CA__ o pldoleyn +wnoat 1A SpuY QLL?\% dwni oo Tawntval
£agde Qays T haw AL e e ver WA SAl laiial

o tyuit

35 © OCR 2018




A Level English Language Exemplar Candidate Work

3 SEX1ISM
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Examiner commentary

This is a solid Level 4 response, displaying an essentially sound level of understanding of the concept of bias, but lacking the critical
engagement of a top level. The text is deliberately constructed, with clear use of appropriate linguistic features such as an engaging
title which is appropriate for the genre, sub-titles which provide coherent structure and use of personal pronouns to create synthetic
personalization. The response ranges broadly across a number of areas, e.g. the media, politics and gender, with points made about
each area which are mostly generalised. This leads to an overall lack of focus and depth, which is required to show the assured
knowledge and understanding of a higher level. In addition, with the exception of the section on gender bias, there is an overall

lack of exemplification and evidence which further weakens the answer. This response could have more effectively focussed on one

particular area of language, as in Exemplars 1 and 2, to create the strong and more focussed critical argument which is required in a
top level. AO2: 8 marks; AO5: 8 marks.

Exemplar 5 Level 5/4 17 marks
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Examiner commentary

This is a solid effort with an essentially sound, if not assured, level of knowledge and understanding shown of the concept. There

is some ability to think critically, with some facts and statistics included in places, and a clear focus on gender bias. The text is
deliberately constructed (with a title and invitation to comment as appropriate to a blog piece), although at times not employing an
appropriate register for the task. While there is a somewhat over-familiar and, at times, slightly aggressive tone which may alienate
certain readers, the writing has been modulated to take account of the audience (‘Now let’s take a minute...;'We can fight this bias
together’). There is some humour in the piece for entertainment factor. Whilst lacking the assured knowledge and understanding of

a higher level, and without taking a fully convincing critical angle, this remains a good example of a mid-range answer. AO2: 8 marks;
AO5: 9 marks.

Exemplar 6 Level 4/3 12 marks

ol Lanavaqe (< (ﬂJ,UOa‘,uS Bioged ]

Have uo\,L ovey bouqh’r Q nmolu (- thak Yoo afis
rmdmo e (admi, yau mm\\t Loauld o(:\mu:uf
STevs uﬂa A sln Osea ) Suamgco” @ Qiad”

. RICTERN g , N

0 s et ihoreasing | S

tO nllau?ru Ole\my\ﬂmeordS fram ()Inm,(—eg T & samde
Faund W almast && 7- % oicdmck‘s o DSl
euwmmwr Swolwes contan m’omhcm Inased tolle
OFOMC\’ W i nmc\nca m%i qf‘h& 6] b\ur o_tocrhyatie
’M\ot fuok (‘l@,uvﬂ 0o mé\zx quU/ YesuH,L {Luz u\sm\fCS\’
Wt tnliaan T GLGUJS s Was et An

bdcen Atrcae (S rﬂwn mMay wih dxs%ahs(ﬁm @c&‘m,
fesuits .

39 © OCR 2018




A Level English Language Exemplar Candidate Work

The ovo\dﬂm wittn S daeandr Seem o lie ih [anguage Lh‘eiﬁ
by stag e WAN (mmvaau& used . For C{\smn,u_
kon ‘b Yo nle, “i§ chuULdl (aP aloy Mot ealiihe
'M@fmwm,g\m v cocipaste. hulpes to
Use eampofaliics sochh o8 udaiker’” catascHaan
nCide an enbre anocdoe odooo} WNeTe) YO keakl
WAL e vl 8 LN G

O US{Q///ﬁJ\LS Qr casite ¢aidd \pe mc{wo} tual  uet,
noc CoSunne s S’b\mﬁol r\oAQaL&O nCLU\f, o\ - o W
ngpoenre | Wowre dane my eseaiting -

Prcaorowm W olows Pf\’(hussvzf, k8 SM ot

0 Y. i

A Ndnal \m_otg;r s, o gver wardls, 1§ Like &

@0CR

llléwl i v ey IIIIM uasan 1 o

rcwade Sau woy oxt reaoling Hm R0l o
Shampio ot 1t conkoLirs adwcnies Wied ©
lurmm Sat Qm_nu.(wur M \t canlrand
@oawazmi/ﬁ O,Qaﬂm\\j o e plocnloy A2 ANSES and
N&ishs You e cu%alossd;f Yc don't puichose Lt |
s My Fnex\dm S haw tm\gmgp canlpe QOsed IO

1223 l/)\ond A adwtz.gemm\‘and v tugns vesulk (h mare.
Salas .

s hay een Coofp rmed by NGMgn ’Fwdmﬂ,\ Wz (§

| port famauy Qscetion g- sannktwhc mcmf,m%m W
proTeting reclucys, Auis_dae % RuyhtholNC Qersonatisahon
Yoasedon s cdoa tuok enmmmes (_persanal langdase 6
Ohdividualise We maeses. Scond Fm\@(

from Hae Shngd & adwhmtj CU,“’MA’( b Hu rery eare;enr

% ZPRTe et RA S WO (i xiss
Pxo\uc\ and pramolt. ocmjamfru , lk §_umporteent M

J
w(: as_0 S‘OOJ% e okl n reagnist diece tiads
‘w pmsmnm Uhiert W D r\MJOK I ,mcs\rcm

] \\f'(‘. ~

40 ©0OCR 2018




A Level English Language Exemplar Candidate Work

llaasa eafnm\_ﬂmw@g oLosk‘ "\b (L @\-xmc q A

pennces and saury Ungveri slMoaexs‘

Examiner commentary

Although the concept of bias in language is present in the piece, the answer lacks depth, making generalised assertions which are
not supported. There is a sense of the candidate merely ‘showing off’ their understanding of representation, with a distinct lack of
evidence with which to engage the reader or to create a credible argument (the assertion that 80% of products contain information
which is'biased’to the product appears unconvincing). Rather than a piece of discursive writing, the response reads more like a mini
lecture on the perils of advertising. As such, the response fails to convince the reader that the language used in advertising is actually
‘biased’ (as opposed to simply persuasive). With a distinct lack of convincing critical argument, the response remains in the Level 3
category for AO2. In terms of AO5, however, the text is deliberately constructed with clear use of appropriate language features to
take account of the reader. Use of rhetorical questioning and personal pronouns create synthetic personalization, as does the use of
vocatives (‘my friends’). For that reason, the answer achieves in the Level 4 category for this AO. AO2: 5 marks; AO5: 7 marks.

Exemplar 7 Level 3/2 10 marks
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Examiner commentary

The concept of bias is unfortunately not addressed in the answer and it appears that the candidate has misunderstood the question,
engaging in a different debate (prescriptivism vs descriptivism). There are attempts to incorporate the concept into the argument in
places, but these are largely unconvincing. There is a sense that the candidate is trying to fit'the knowledge they clearly have around
the question. For that reason, the answer only achieves in the Level 2 category for AO2. The text attempts to match the purpose of
the task, with a title (although this is copied from the rubric) and invitations to comment at the end, appropriate for a blog post, and
this has been credited. Some appropriate language features are employed with some attempts to take account of the audience in
places, however the text reads mostly as a monologue, rather than a discursive piece of writing. AO2: 4 marks; AO5: 6 marks.
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Exemplar 8 Level 2/1 6 marks
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Examiner commentary

Unfortunately, the concept of biased language is entirely misunderstood and most of the commentary is irrelevant to the
topic. Large sections are devoted to anecdotal text which is unrelated to the concept, although there are one or two attempts
to incorporate it. There is little sense of the specified task and the writing fails to move beyond what is essentially a'rant’ (as
acknowledged in the text). AO2: 2 marks; AO5: 4 marks.
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Question 3

3 Using appropriate linguistic concepts and methods, analyse the ways in which language is used in
these two texts. In your answer you should:

e explore connections and variations between the texts

e consider how contextual factors contribute to the construction of meaning. [36]
Exemplar 1 Level 6 (High) 36 marks
S | Tears § cmat € Betle  sesefec  soewsh Tue publedr of

-. M rd Ly _ . L
e Wﬂ.m Coap ke :..;% e boon ety moe
oy Kabfisent, wo  Bey o GOSE Aniiee gt heg wnti-

Aa.:umj Dakusain  Tos by G fes Tk Hak i

Livee &  Yewssohs . Lo oo otandbte ceosTas) | aie Tl

. ' \ MQues I N ot R

S Thaet B ad AR s ECUVSRILI VTS VY SRR W =Y P W ]

47 ©0OCR 2018




A Level English Language Exemplar Candidate Work

. Lo MMM_‘_&&\—

48 ©0OCR 2018




A Level English Language Exemplar Candidate Work

pPrerh.
ua“ V = A : haud
‘ﬂ\_a&h. g—@-’««; S Tt~ L, Ala ., et predaeny  bey 0
Pouttar Aetid Descoos Lok , o the vesdor wodoadfabs |

M»&w__m%_

Fla  wuAlec b
=3

7)&«:5:1; m‘oj&g_p 'hm: /QME’. The tuoe.  Febs  bertt s |

past eriae rd Aagar_oosstisand, N\_l—‘_\L\s S\-rht‘mga' Agdﬁgg

! - ' o . T ’M
C ’r.ac"'t'“-&t-‘w_a_'c's&:&‘__ﬁhﬂ fAre

- -

Z E > !‘ ! L .!!70 t: ﬂ l!
Ll R afe du he  SMirusmedl = dua Spauedaun seFGas of |

o st B, Frstas, ofte. i, foekest  Slonaabds sotbac |

Nors &t o oot Sb's o . o At
woart, gatiad®s e g Sa ewe VG e Mﬁk_
Lok 1 Coivect b oG, a{:\..-..._l.._h" . \.‘.,41.:-._1'&:%'&; . hf-.rb.u__)

N M’_M_’.._‘ A.’-\.ﬂ—%& l.M! 1 g!h!!! PV ,:‘!,&.& 5y !Q LH' @qnﬂ

« O ek Wﬁ&ru% &L@ME s o wadh -

Vddedes ) ot

featren . A fo . . S Sucen

Rt

o k«;,rfa\ms

21—.162 opbasi—y

D AN ’:-_.'.__..

?'3--3\3"'-)2-32 1-1&.\.&.. . .
Mo o

49 ©0OCR 2018




A Level English Language Exemplar Candidate Work

Tels  prevests Mas Mmday  spsdelde, ke ‘M,_M,_‘ -¥v "
M‘CJ 1y woedta o —ear i . ", M -

b.:*... .)-3" Y VTR WY ‘v-:-—ll watr kni! ! T : " ~ . o'-l

: Teer C - bes

E i Aoy o s Ertacat e oNjedh Adws iSeaegiad .

-3
Tk C 0 any MM&_
Neancogewp - Taur B Sebrof, sk "o paves Lo o
= : H *

' id Tgi\e]“ ";? o) o - Mu_ Cmarand-neFoiss C %&%@;
v %n.s_m.l A, - © N VO Ly ~ )
s ¥ v .

" DSy seren, . Aw vemen vk ] erbe, ey, gy ., e
o peaahRin wrbaa tncha oty sebbar  Ady thouytu. Shadant |
3 olaa.

¥

L-:—« Fle slagunk o3 (LW PEM;Q-_&.\_M__

B mmommw M-Hm_ m—e.s..u:;.(hu-\

]

%«&M_qu_m_waﬁé_mm
Sedovks  sny Fleal  Sesob.,

>‘; . . . [ . rd‘,__‘ . -
3 Covks. e :;-\.'\' }-n-m.i.ﬁ b, S S Y 2 9.V S Y T M... ek m&x‘!&\mﬂ_

lmw, Tear B :Pr_:.-"vN.a qe-»-uu-nu_h— vs'n_u"-\b.m Tmmarte ,

M&umﬁ&w&&:@.%hm

h’“‘ w&u:u 1 “t;”'\:x-g "’5‘@- :v-""'ulks "‘* k&b}.\phnulmﬁlnr\l.

g’hnhAJ- s nﬂm_xa_-ﬂﬂs,__inga_w.&»_&@_tm%m&_h__&%

50 © OCR 2018




A Level English Language

Exemplar Candidate Work

T»g.ae" C oues M.-n‘o:.?\g:A S\:-uaLn-rL._j | T O nlLH.L\-:LI-.l

5‘&&5&_&MM¢-~L»—«W‘M

w.-.rau’-Fu\ s.._.._h...w_ wmm ,,m& Ur  one S-.‘ a#augh

Examiner commentary

Again, this answer was assigned full marks, not least as a result of the confident synthesis of address across the AOs throughout,
as noted in Q1. Contextual factors are compared from the outset (again, there is no redundant introduction), with reference to the
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closely matched topic and differences in mode explored through the language used. The shared semantic field of wealth is well
exemplified, as are the differences in tone between the texts. Starkey’s use of high-frequency lexis as a means of convergence is well
understood, as is his use of field-specific lexis to retain formality and prestige. This is convincingly compared to the consistently low-
frequency lexis of the comparison text, which is in turn linked to the specialist nature of the intended audience. Contextual factors
are perceptively addressed, with a strong appreciation of the power dynamic between Starkey and the students well exemplified
through the language used, and weighed up against the more speculative tone of Text C. The multimodality of Text C is perceptively
compared to Text B's use of paralinguistic features, which is further linked to reception. Patterns of language are deftly established
and explored across both texts, with a close analysis of incisively chosen evidence (repetition, repair, overlap, back-channelling

in Text B; modification, proper nouns, low-frequency lexis in Text C) and strong connections again made to contextual factors.
Terminology is wide-ranging and accurate, displaying a confident knowledge of appropriate linguistic concepts across the texts.

With a full range of methods systematically addressed using wide-ranging and accurate terminology, a discerning analysis of the

contextual factors of both texts and a methodical comparison of linguistic features throughout, this is an excellent example of a top
band answer.

Exemplar 2 Level 6 35 marks
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Examiner commentary

This answer covers a lot of ground in an assured and systematic manner, using a wide range of appropriate terminology and a
secure register. Patterns are established (declaratives, simple sentences, conjunctions, interrogatives, lexical field) and there is some
perceptive analysis in places. Again, the answer compares the texts throughout, rather than adopting a ‘text-by-text'approach which
is generally less successful. Contextual factors are well understood, with the contrast in terms of mode explored with relevant links
to language use. As with Exemplar 1, the comparison between the graphology of Text C with the paralinguistic elements of Text
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B is made, as is the Q&A discourse pattern of each text (not generally picked up in weaker responses). Some discerning links are
made to reception and production (the use of interrogatives in Text C as sub-headings, for example, is perceptively compared to the
FAQs section of an instruction piece, thus providing the reader with ‘a voice’). There is a secure understanding of the nature of the
intended audience of both texts with clear connections made to language (e.g. the use of more complex sentence structures and
field-specific lexis in Text C suggestive of a more exclusive audience). Application of linguistic methods across the texts is confident,
with connections made across texts which are strong and helpful (as opposed to illuminating). AO1: 12 marks; AO3: 12 marks;

AO4: 11 marks.

Exemplar 3 Level 5 28 marks
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Examiner commentary

This is a solid Level 5 response. A range of appropriate methods are applied using accurate terminology, and some patterns are
established. Strong and relevant points about context are made. There is a secure understanding of the purpose of both texts and
language use is consistently linked to both reception and production in a convincing way. Starkey’s convergence with his teenage
audience in Text B, together with the schema of classroom discourse, is well understood and exemplified, as is the informative
purpose of Text C with its logical discourse structure, hyperlinks and menus. The answer however, lacks the selective and methodical
application of knowledge exhibited in Exemplar 1. Connections between the texts are strong and helpful, rather than illuminating.
Analysis of language, while convincing, is not sufficiently incisive for a top band and the answer lacks the weighing up of contextual
factors exhibited in Exemplar 1 which account for variations in language use. That said, this is a solid answer which, with a little more
evaluation and depth of analysis, could have accessed the top level. AO1: 10 marks; AO3: 9 marks; AO4: 9 marks.
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Examiner commentary

This is a comprehensive answer which applies a range of methods systematically with a variety of appropriate terminology. As with
most stronger answers, there is a consistent comparison throughout, with shared contextual factors being highlighted followed by

a discussion of how specific linguistic features demonstrate these. Such an approach is normally very effective. Patterns of language
are established and evidenced across both texts, propelling the answer securely into the Level 5 category. Strong and helpful points
are made about contextual factors, with convincing weighing up. These are not, however, sufficiently discerning as to warrant a top
level mark and, while evaluation of points is mostly convincing, there are some instances of vagueness which prohibit a higher mark.
For example, the language used in Text C is described as being 'standard and accurate’ with no demonstration or explanation of what
that actually means. Connections across the texts, as noted, are consistent and methodical and mostly strong, if not illuminating. To
that end, this is a solid Level 5 response. AO1: 10 marks; AO3: 10 marks; AO4: 10 marks.
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Exemplar 5 Level 5 30 marks
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Examiner commentary

This is a stronger response than question 1 or 2, covering quite a bit of ground. It meets all the requirements of a high Level 5
answer, applying a range of methods in a systematic manner and using appropriate terminology. Patterns of language in both texts
are established and evidenced and there is some depth of analysis in most places. Contextual factors, whilst not discerning, are
always strong and helpful and there is some convincing weighing up of how these might account for variations in language use
(for example, the use of more low frequency lexis in Text C to take account of the more exclusive audience). There is a methodical
application of methods throughout, displaying a sound knowledge of linguistic concepts, with helpful connections made. The
differences in mode between the texts is well understood and fully explored and there is intelligent comparison of the Q&A formats
of both texts. As with the other exemplars in a higher level, there is consistent comparison of the texts throughout, avoiding a ‘text-
by-text’approach, which can often lead to uneven answers. AO1: 10 marks; AO3: 10 marks; AO4: 10 marks.

Exemplar 6 Level 5 30 marks
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Examiner commentary

This is a much stronger answer than questions 1 and 2. A range of methods are applied consistently and methodically with patterns
established and some insightful analysis. Shared contextual factors are discussed from the outset, the purpose of the texts and

their respective audiences being well understood. The power dynamic between Starkey and the students is discussed and there

is a recognition of the covert prestige used by the latter in their choice of language. This is compared convincingly to Text C, with
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a sound understanding of the differences in mode between both texts displayed. There is evidence of insightful analysis in places,
for example, the inconsistent pattern of discourse in Text B is commented on and explored, before comparing it with that of Text C.
Comparison is consistent throughout the answer and there is a relatively methodical application of knowledge, using appropriate
and wide-ranging terminology, with connections between the texts being strong and helpful. Contextual factors in relation to
both reception and production are covered in a valid way. This is a strong response, which, while lacking the perceptive detail and
evaluation of a top level, comprehensively addresses the question. AO1: 10 marks; AO3: 10 marks; AO4: 10 marks.

Exemplar 7 Level 4 22 marks
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Examiner commentary

Some appropriate methods are applied here, using mostly appropriate terminology although there are clear errors. Writing is
uneconomical in places. Evaluation of language lacks the depth of a higher band and some valid points made lack supporting
evidence. That said, there is a clear understanding of the contrast in mode between the texts, with intelligent comparison about
some language features in the texts (adjacency pairs, for example). Commentary on contextual factors is limited and there is very
little attempt made to discuss reception, although some valid points are made about production in places. Conclusions reached,
however, remain somewhat assertive and simplistic, as opposed to ‘sound’ There are some valid connections made across the texts
showing how language varies, however these lack the consistency and depth of a higher band. AO1: 8 marks; AO3: 7 marks;

AO4: 7 marks.

A Level English Language

Exemplar 8 Level 3 18 marks
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Examiner commentary

Whilst there are some valid points made about language use in a few places, there is often a lack of relevant evidence to support
points made, which weakens the answer. Terminology is not dense and is appropriate at times, whilst indistinct at others. There
is a reasonable sense of the purpose of the texts, but comparisons are mostly general and understanding of linguistic concepts
is limited. Conclusions on contextual factors tend to be simplistic and are mostly assertive. All in all, the answer lacks the sound
knowledge and depth of analysis required of a higher level. AO1: 6 marks; AO3: 6 marks; AO4: 6 marks.
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