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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has been 
applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.org.
uk/Images/171195-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-
english-language-h470.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report to 
Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.
org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for this 
and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – see 
the following link for further information http://www.ocr.
org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

For the purposes of this resource, we have used eight 
candidate scripts, which we have broken down and 
grouped as responses to individual questions. Please see 
below the overall marks each of those eight candidates 
received:

Script 1 (comprising of all Exemplar 1 responses) – 75 marks

Script 2 (comprising of all Exemplar 2 responses) – 70 marks

Script 3 (comprising of all Exemplar 3 responses) – 68 marks 

Script 4 (comprising of all Exemplar 4 responses) – 64 marks

Script 5 (comprising of all Exemplar 5 responses) – 58 marks

Script 6 (comprising of all Exemplar 6 responses) – 55 marks

Script 7 (comprising of all Exemplar 7 responses) – 44 marks

Script 8 (comprising of all Exemplar 8 responses) – 27 marks

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171195-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-english-language-h470.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171195-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-english-language-h470.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171195-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-english-language-h470.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1

Exemplar 1 Level 5 20 marks

10/16/2018 Print Script
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10/16/2018 Print Script

Examiner commentary
This answer was awarded full marks. For AO1, there is assured reference to a wide range of language features and concepts, which 
is essential for the top level (e.g. fricatives, laterals, dipthongs, consonant clusters, reduction, negatives, contractions, pronoun 
usage, morphemes, tense usage and sequencing), with well-chosen evidence to support points made. The answer is enhanced 
by consistently accurate use of terminology and a secure academic register throughout. The three levels (phonology, grammar, 
meaning) are fully and clearly addressed. There is evidence of focussed analysis, again a requirement for this level. For example, 
Rob’s inconsistency in correctly enunciating the /th/ phoneme (not generally picked up in weaker answers) is convincingly linked 
to nativism and contextual factors, and the use of sequencing to behaviourism. For AO2, there is an equally assured reference to 
stages of development (post-telegraphic, pre-operational, 3rd stage of negatives formation) with well-chosen evidence. There 
are perceptive links to a wide range of concepts/theories suggesting a secure understanding of these (Piaget, Vygotsky, Halliday, 
Aitchison, Chomsky, Bellugi, Rescoria, Skinner). With a full address of the question, a focussed analysis of language with accurate 
terminology and clear/convincing links to theory, this answer fulfils all the requirements of the top level. AO1: 10 marks;  
AO2: 10 marks.

Exemplar 2 Level 5 19 marks

10/16/2018 Print Script
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10/16/2018 Print Script

Examiner commentary
This is another top level response, which for AO1 was awarded full marks. As with Exemplar 1, there is confident reference to a 
wide range of language features, with well-selected examples and a focussed analysis. All three levels specified in the question are 
addressed. The response is enhanced by consistently accurate use of a wide range of terminology not commonly seen in other 
responses (e.g. liquid consonants, inflectional suffixes, predicate overextension, receptive and productive vocabulary), demonstrating 
unusually assured understanding. Evaluation of Rob’s language is focussed and convincing, for example his inconsistencies with 
auxiliaries are fully exemplified and analysed as is the concept of ‘hiding’ the balloons, which is linked to his stage of development. 
For AO2, there is an equally assured reference to Rob’s stage of development throughout, with well-selected examples to enhance 
points made. However, links to theory, while secure, are somewhat scattered and lack the perception and breadth required for full 
marks. AO1: 10 marks; AO2: 9 marks.

Exemplar 3 Level 5/4 17 marks

10/16/2018 Print Script
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10/16/2018 Print Script

10/16/2018 Print Script

Examiner commentary
This response displays a confident application of methods, however lacks the range of appropriate terminology covered in 
Exemplars 1 and 2 and the focussed analysis of these answers. The three levels specified in the question are covered, however there 
is a greater focus on phonology than on grammar and meaning. For example, Rob’s use of labelling, numbering and determiners 
is not commented on. There is some relevant commentary on the grandfather’s intervention, however this is not clearly linked to 
Rob’s language development. Whilst reference to stages of development are fairly limited in comparison to Exemplar 1, they are 
accurate, and there are consistent valid connections made to a number of theories and concepts (again, however, lacking the range 
of Exemplar 1) which propel the answer into the Level 5 category. This is a strong answer which displays sound knowledge and 
understanding but lacks the impressive assuredness and depth of analysis displayed in the previous Exemplars. AO1: 9 marks;  
AO2: 8 marks.
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Exemplar 4 Level 5 19 marks

10/16/2018 Print Script

10/16/2018 Print Script
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10/16/2018 Print Script

Examiner commentary
This is a strong response which makes assured reference to a wide range of language features, using appropriate examples and 
a focussed analysis. Consistently accurate terminology is used. Therefore, full marks were awarded for AO1. Commentary on the 
grandfather’s intervention is clearly linked to theory in relation to Rob’s language development and is therefore credited. There is 
an acknowledgement of Rob’s inconsistently accurate use of the auxiliary verb, not always picked up in weaker answers, and this is 
linked to his stage of development. The three levels specified in the question are addressed equally. Less assured answers will often 
be unbalanced in favour of one level. For AO2, there is assured and sustained reference to stages of development with well-selected 
examples. These are at times linked well to theory and/or concepts, suggesting a secure understanding of these, however links are 
not sufficiently discerning as to warrant full marks. It is again noteworthy that the conclusion, being simply a summary of previous 
commentary, is not credited. AO1: 10 marks; AO2: 9 marks.

Exemplar 5 Level 4 15 marks

10/16/2018 Print Script
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Examiner commentary
This is a good example of a solid Level 4 response. For AO1, there is consistently accurate reference to a range of language features 
from the three levels specified in the question (pronouns, auxiliaries, tense formation, fricatives, consonant clusters, interrogatives, 
imperatives, declaratives). These are reasonably well-evidenced, showing a good, if not always entirely secure, understanding. 
There is less focus on meaning than on the other two levels, for example, Rob’s use of labelling and sequencing is not mentioned. 
Terminology is, in the main, accurate, barring some scattered errors (pronouns are inaccurately termed as function words, for 
example, and ‘to have’ as an auxiliary rather than an infinitive). Evidence is at times insubstantial, for example, Rob’s declarative ‘Yes I 
got it now’ is described as being in the present tense, its grammatical inaccuracy going unacknowledged or unexplained. There is 
some developed analysis, however this is again not consistent. For example, the assertion made in relation to Rob’s use of consonant 
cluster reduction and a consonant-vowel pattern is not fully explained. That said, there is, in the main, a sound evaluation of 
language throughout. References to stages of development are present in the piece and generally accurate. There are some relevant 
connections to theory in relation to development, for example, Rob being in the 3rd stage of Bellugi’s negatives is well-evidenced, 
as is the connection to Grunwell. Elsewhere in the answer, however, references to theory are less secure and more generalised. For 
example, the connection made to Skinner is unconvincing, as is the link to Chomsky which is not fully explored. All in all, a mostly 
good understanding and knowledge is displayed, however not consistently so. For this reason, the answer remains securely in the 
Level 4 category. AO1: 8 marks; AO2: 7 marks.

Exemplar 6 Level 3 11 marks

10/16/2018 Print Script
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Examiner commentary
A good example of a straightforward Level 3 response. There is generally accurate and developed reference to language features, 
although some confusion around what constitutes an auxiliary verb and the future tense is displayed. The three levels specified in 
the question are addressed, using appropriate examples, thus allowing access to the Level 3 category. Terminology, however, is not 
dense and is at times loose or indistinct. In addition, there is some unhelpful analysis in places. For example, discussion around Rob’s 
usage of auxiliary verbs is confusing, using poorly chosen evidence, thus displaying an insecure understanding of this language 
feature. Similarly, commentary on Rob’s phonological development is rather clumsily expressed. That said, there are some valid 
points made which are credit-worthy, for example Rob’s use of onomatopoeia is well understood and exemplified, as is his use of 
sequencing. AO2 was stronger here, although still in the Level 3 category. Generally accurate reference to stages of development are 
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made in places, connecting elements of Rob’s language usage to theory (eg, Bellugi and Halliday). This is not, however, consistent or 
varied enough as to warrant a higher mark. AO1: 5 marks; AO2: 6 marks.

Exemplar 7 Level 3 12 marks

10/16/2018 Print Script

10/16/2018 Print Script
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Examiner commentary
This is a more solid Level 3 than Exemplar 6, mainly due to denser use of terminology and a greater range of features discussed, with 
exemplification. Had the analysis of these features been slightly more detailed, the answer could have accessed the Level 4 category. 
Rob’s use of imperatives, for example, is acknowledged and exemplified, but not convincingly evaluated. Similarly, the analysis of 
Rob’s consonant cluster reduction remains undeveloped. Connections to theory are mostly valid and relevant, but not sufficiently 
secure as to warrant entry into the Level 4 category. Rob’s use of negation, for example, is correctly linked to Bellugi but without any 
real explanation or supporting commentary. For these reasons, the answer remains securely in the Level 3 category. AO1: 6 marks; 
AO2: 6 marks.
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Exemplar 8 Level 3/2 8 marks
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10/16/2018 Print Script

Examiner commentary
This answer does not fully engage with the question and therefore is unable to be awarded higher than a Level 2 for AO1. There is 
some generalised commentary on phonology and meaning with some clear identification of stages of development which allows 
the answer to access the Level 3 category for AO2. The one reference to grammar (Rob’s use of negation) is incorrect and therefore 
not credit-worthy. Terminology is lacking and at times inaccurate. There is one valid connection to a theoretical concept (labelling), 
with an appropriate link. However, there is no reference to other theories or concepts with which to award a higher mark for AO2. 
AO1: 3 marks; AO2: 5 marks.
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 Level 5 19 marks
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10/16/2018 Print Script

Examiner commentary
Although a strong answer, this lacks the consistent assuredness and critical engagement of the responses to questions 1 and 
3. There is informed comment on patterns of language (e.g. the semantic field of danger, declarative sentence construction, 
unmitigated imperatives, polysyllabic lexis) which are clearly evidenced and linked convincingly to a number of contextual factors. 
This propels the answer into the Level 5 category for both AOs. There is intelligent comment on reception and production with a 
detailed analysis in places of how language features may impact upon how the text is received. For example, the use of clear and 
unambiguous declarative statements is linked to the assumed non-specialist nature of the audience and the multimodality of the 
text to the self-selecting reader, who may require a ‘user-friendly’ and highly accessible approach. There is convincing commentary 
on the power behind some of the language used (imperatives) and a recognition of the relevance of the online context of the text. 
However, knowledge shown of concepts is ‘good’ rather than ‘assured’. The relevance of graphology, for example, which is a key 
feature of this text, is inadequately explored. The accompanying image, reinforcing the message of the text, is ignored, as are the 
graphological features of the text that are characteristic of the genre, e.g. the links to social media. Instead, graphology of the text 
is linked to paragraph structure in a fairly generalized and unconvincing way. Similarly, discussion on synthetic personalization is 
relatively straightforward. Thus, although there is some detailed analysis in places, the response is not so consistently evaluative as to 
be awarded in the top level. AO2: 10 marks; AO3: 9 marks.

Exemplar 2 Level 5/4 17 marks

10/16/2018 Print Script

10/16/2018 Print Script
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Examiner commentary
A good (as opposed to assured) knowledge of concepts is shown here, with some informed comment of patterns which propels 
the answer into the Level 5 category for AO2. For example, the producer’s use of direct address, imperatives and modal verbs are 
discussed and well exemplified., with some convincing links to context. Use of terminology is less assured than in Q1 and there 
are some errors (e.g. dynamic modal verb ‘can’ and second person pronoun ‘we’). Such errors prohibit a top level mark for AO2. For 
AO3, whilst contextual conclusions around power are sound, they are repetitive and the conclusion at the end merely repeats what 
has already been said and is therefore not credited. Candidates are advised to avoid the inclusion of redundant introductions and 
conclusions which do not serve to add any meaningful commentary to the response. AO2: 10 marks; AO3: 7 marks.

Exemplar 3 Level 5/4 18 marks

10/16/2018 Print Script



Exemplar Candidate Work

32

A Level English Language

© OCR 2018

10/16/2018 Print Script

10/16/2018 Print Script



Exemplar Candidate Work

33

A Level English Language

© OCR 2018

10/16/2018 Print Script

10/16/2018 Print Script

10/16/2018 Print Script



Exemplar Candidate Work

34

A Level English Language

© OCR 2018

Examiner commentary
Although an unfinished answer, there is a sound level of knowledge and understanding of concepts shown here, with some 
convincing analysis and commentary on patterns. The accompanying image reinforcing the message of the text is clearly 
understood, as are the graphological features that are characteristic of the genre, e.g. hyperlinks and links to social media. Patterns 
are clearly established (high-frequency and field-specific lexis, pronouns, imperatives) and there is insightful evaluation of why these 
patterns would be appropriate in this online article (through a comparison with more impersonal methods, such as the passive 
voice). There is recognition of the implicit references to influential power within the language used, and how this may speak to the 
existing anxieties of the audience around online privacy. While AO2 was awarded in the Level 5 category, AO3 remained securely in 
the Level 4 category, making a sound rather than a detailed response to contextual factors (perhaps as a result of time constraints). It 
is worth noting that the first few sentences of the response are copied almost verbatim from the rubric – this is never credit-worthy 
and can time spent on this can lead to rushed or incomplete answers. AO2: 10 marks; AO3: 8 marks.

Exemplar 4 Level 5/4 16 marks

10/16/2018 Print Script
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10/16/2018 Print Script

Examiner commentary
There is a sound knowledge shown of concepts here, although these are somewhat limited in range in comparison to previous 
Exemplars. There are the beginnings of analysis of patterns used, namely the lexical field of technology and second person 
pronouns, which just about allow the answer to access the Level 5 category. Overall, however, knowledge of a limited number of 
concepts is sound, as opposed to good, and there would need to have been a greater range of concepts discussed and greater 
critical engagement with these for the answer to access the top band. AO3 remains in the low Level 4 category. While attempts to 
respond to contextual factors and features are sound, they tend to be repetitive (issues of power behind the discourse are laboured) 
and in places are not convincing (the link made between neologisms and synthetic personalization, for example, is not clear). 
Candidates should be advised that contextual points made more than once are rarely credited more than once. AO2: 9 marks;  
AO3: 7 marks.
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Exemplar 5 Level 4 16 marks
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Examiner commentary
Again, this is a solid Level 4 answer. There is a sound level of knowledge and understanding shown of relevant concepts and this is 
used to comment on some language features in the text. The multi-modality of the text is well understood and linked to its purpose 
to raise issues about the nature of computer technology, and to play on the fears of the audience about online privacy.  Attempts 
to root language in this representation are essentially convincing (lexical fields, imperatives, pronouns, modality).  Patterns, however, 
are not clearly established or explored, therefore this remains a Level 4 answer for AO1. The link to power is also represented, with 
the influential and instrumental power of the BBC well interpreted. Contextual conclusions, if at times repetitive, are generally 
convincing. For example, the point made about the binary opposition of the BBC and the ‘fraudsters’, thus creating a sense of 
member’s resource with the audience, shows insight. More detailed analysis such as this would have propelled the answer into the 
Level 5 category for AO3. In the main, however, contextual conclusions remain sound, as opposed to detailed, thus positioning the 
answer securely in the Level 4 category. AO2: 8 marks; AO3: 8 marks.

Exemplar 6 Level 5 19 marks

10/16/2018 Print Script
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Examiner commentary
This answer displays a knowledge and understanding of concepts which is largely missing from Q1. There is some informed 
commentary on patterns, with some convincing analysis, which allows the answer to securely access the Level 5 category for AO1. 
The semantic field of crime and field-specific lexis of technology present within the text is securely identified with appropriate 
examples, as is the multi-modality of the text. Patterns of explanatory declaratives and imperatives are established, and their usage 
explored, with clear links to context. Analysis of the latter as being unmitigated and an evaluation of the reasons for this in relation 
to reception shows insight. Other patterns of language use identified are listing and vocatives, and again clear contextual links 
are made. References to the influential and instrumental power of the BBC are convincing, as is commentary on the electronic 
context of the text and its graphological features. Overall, this is a comprehensive response, which reveals a sound knowledge and 
understanding of the relevant concepts. AO2: 10 marks; AO3: 9 marks.

Exemplar 7 Level 3 11 marks

10/16/2018 Print Script
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Examiner commentary
This answer remains in the Level 3 category, being largely assertive or with undeveloped analyses. Knowledge of language features, 
whilst generally accurate, is limited, and commentary is general as opposed to detailed. Some valid points made, for example, 
on the producer’s use of declaratives and graphology, are unexemplified. The use of the triad structure is correctly identified and 
exemplified, but the accompanying analysis lacks depth. Contextual factors are laboured and at times undeveloped. Writing is 
uneconomical. All in all, the answer lacks the depth of analysis and focussed discussion required of a higher level. AO2: 6 marks;  
AO3: 5 marks.
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Exemplar 8 Level 2 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is also a Level 2 answer. A vague understanding of concepts is shown with very few secure connections to language features 
in the text. The lexical field of computing is alluded to, but not exemplified or commented on in any meaningful way. Only a 
basic understanding of contextual factors is shown. The contextual factor of instrumental power is alluded to, but no convincing 
connections are made. Whilst the topic of the text is identified, there appears to be little understanding of its underlying message, or 
how any contextual features within the text may contribute to meaning. For these reasons, this answer remains securely in the  
Level 2 category. AO2: 4 marks; AO3: 4 marks.
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 Level 6 36 marks

10/16/2018 Print Script

10/16/2018 Print Script



Exemplar Candidate Work

49

A Level English Language

© OCR 2018

10/16/2018 Print Script

10/16/2018 Print Script



Exemplar Candidate Work

50

A Level English Language

© OCR 2018

10/16/2018 Print Script

10/16/2018 Print Script



Exemplar Candidate Work

51

A Level English Language

© OCR 2018

10/16/2018 Print Script

10/16/2018 Print Script

10/16/2018 Print Script



Exemplar Candidate Work

52

A Level English Language

© OCR 2018

10/16/2018 Print Script

10/16/2018 Print Script



Exemplar Candidate Work

53

A Level English Language

© OCR 2018

10/16/2018 Print Script

10/16/2018 Print Script

Examiner commentary
This response achieved full marks. It applies a range of appropriate methods assuredly and systematically, using appropriate 
terminology and a secure academic register. Patterns of language are established and there is well-chosen evidence, which is 
perceptively analysed. There are discerning points made about contextual factors in relation to language use, with perceptive 
evaluation of these. There is a selective and methodical application of linguistic concepts across texts with perceptive connections 
which clearly establish language change.

The question focusses on the variations in language use between the 19th and 21st centuries. Candidates are asked to discuss and 
illustrate these, through an exploration and comparison of language use and contextual factors. This response immediately launches 
into a comparison of the contextual features surrounding both texts, with no redundant introduction (often found in weaker 
answers) which is usually a mere paraphrase of the rubric. This focussed analysis remains consistent throughout the answer. For 
AO1 and AO4, a range of linguistic methods/concepts are applied and compared across the texts, including lexis (terms of address, 
pre-modification, Latinate and high-frequency, neologisms, broadening); sentence types; verb choices and discourse, with clear 
establishing and exploration of patterns. Evidence is well-chosen and perceptively analysed. There is a recognition of the significant 
difference in tone that exists between the texts and the reasons for this – Text C being a legal document whereas Text D is an online 
article, hence the lack of emotion in the former. This is linked perceptively with reception. That said, there is a discerning point made 
about the language used in Text D as remaining formal, despite the underlying emotive tone, again linked convincingly to the 
audience. The bias that exists within both texts is recognised and evaluated, as is the primary nature of Text C as a legal document, 
as opposed to the outsider’s point of view represented in Text D. The foregrounding of the US names in Text C is convincingly 
linked to the contextual nature of the piece and contrasted with the use of Proper Nouns (Clark) and abbreviations in Text D (DAPL), 
demonstrating a shift from the impersonal to the personal. The concept of language change is discussed throughout, exemplified by 
way of neologisms in Text D, use of the passive tense in Text C versus the active and dynamic verbs of the comparison text, sentence 
construction, the plentiful Latinate lexis of the older text versus the emotive language of its comparison, with semantic broadening. 
All in all, this is an excellent response which fully addresses the question and all three AOs in a methodical and assured manner. AO1: 
12 marks; AO3: 12 marks; AO4: 12 marks.
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Examiner commentary
This is a strong answer which applies a range of appropriate methods confidently and accurately, using wide-ranging terminology 
and exploring patterns of language encompassing lexis, semantics and grammatical items with well-chosen evidence throughout. 
Again, terminology is accurate and varied, while perhaps lacking the assured breadth and range of Exemplar 1. The use of adjectival 
address to separate races in Text C is well analysed and the discerning point is made of its binary nature. There is informed comment 
on patterns of language, for example, the repeated use of the first and second person pronouns in the quote from Clark is linked 
to its personal, apologetic agenda and contrasted with the more formal and impersonal nature of the titles/use of the third person 
throughout in the comparison text. There are a few unconvincing contextual comments made in relation to language use (e.g. 
the use of the metaphor ‘human shields’ in Text D is linked to a lack of bias, when in fact it is the opposite), however these are in 
the minority and the majority of points made on contextual factors are secure. The response is weaker in terms of AO4 and there 
is insufficient focus on language change to warrant a mark in the top level here. That said, there is a methodical application of 
linguistic concepts and helpful connections are made in places (e.g. the use of marked terms such as ‘Indians’ as being reflective of 
the historical context of Text C and now considered to be politically inappropriate is well understood). All in all, however, the answer 
focusses mostly on difference in language, with an insufficient address to change, and therefore could not be awarded in the top 
level for AO4. AO1: 12 marks; AO3: 12 marks; AO4: 10 marks.
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Examiner commentary
A very impressive response which was awarded full marks for AO4. Language change is clearly addressed and exemplified through 
the use of neologisms in Text D, compounding of words and the use of marked terms in the context of the heightened political 
correctness of the modern day. Comparison of texts is established from the outset through differences in genre, tone, sentence 
structure and temporal context. Patterns of language are deftly established, the abbreviated nature of the lexis in the modern text 
being contrasted with the multiple proper nouns and full titles of its comparison. The emotive lexis of Text D, well-evidenced from 
the text, is contrasted with the more formal register of the older text. Whilst patterns are well established however, the response 
lacks the range of methods and the breadth of terminology which is seen in Exemplars 1 and 2. For that reason, full marks were not 
awarded for AO1. Similarly, whilst commentary on contextual factors is strong and helpful, and there is weighing up of how the 
temporal contextual factors of the texts may account for language variations, these could not be considered sufficiently discerning 
or perceptive for the top level. AO1: 11 marks; AO3: 10 marks; AO4: 12 marks.
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Examiner commentary
This is a good example of a solid Level 5 response. A range of methods are applied fairly methodically, using appropriate 
terminology (passives, pronouns, archaic lexis, neologisms, sentence types, discourse). This allows the answer to access the Level 5 
category for AO1. Patterns of language, however, although alluded to in places, are not clearly established and therefore no credit is 
awarded for this. There is a clear understanding shown of the temporal contexts of both texts and their genres. Strong and helpful 
points are made about contextual factors in places, with some weighing up of how these might affect language use. For example, 
the semantic differentiation shown in the modern text is clearly and convincingly linked to its online genre and the informalization 
of language over time. This is securely linked to reception. The influential power wielded by the producer in Text C through the 
formality of the language is well understood and contrasted with the more informal discourse structure of the comparison text. 
This is also clearly linked to the intended audience. This is a strong answer, which displays an overall secure understanding and 
knowledge but lacks the insightful analysis and breadth of discussion of Exemplars 1 and 2. AO1: 9 marks; AO3: 10 marks;  
AO4: 10 marks.
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Examiner commentary
This is a stronger answer than Q1 or Q2, applying a range of methods to the texts systematically and establishing some patterns, 
thus securely accessing the Level 5 category for AO1. Subordinate and relative clauses, complex syntax, modality, lexical fields, 
discourse structure and sentence patterns are identified and convincingly analysed, using well-chosen evidence. There are clear 
contextual links made, both in terms of reception and production, and the texts are compared consistently from the outset. In 
terms of showing how contextual factors may account for variations in language use, however, conclusions, while sound, lack the 
insightful weighing up seen in Exemplars 1-4. Similarly, while comparisons of language features are sound, the response fails to 
clearly establish some of the ways that language has varied over time. For that reason, it remains securely in the Level 4 category for 
AO4. AO1: 10 marks; AO3: 9 marks; AO4: 8 marks.
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Examiner commentary
This is a borderline Level 4/5 response, which unfortunately remained uncompleted (the largely redundant introduction would not 
have helped with time constraints here). Quite a lot of ground is covered for AO1, with some patterns established using well-chosen 
evidence and some convincing analysis. These include the repeated use of ‘shall’ as an auxiliary (not routinely commented on), the 
lexical field of crime and use of collective nouns in the older text, and the neologisms and emotive abstract nouns present in the 
modern text. This allows the answer to access the Level 5 category for AO1. Relevant links are made to context, although this is 
not consistent throughout the answer. In places, there is irrelevant digression which is not credited (historical commentary on the 
abuse of power by the Whites during colonization, for example). Candidates are advised to remain focussed on the question, as any 
labouring of contextual points (however interesting they may be) which are not clearly linked to language features is rarely credited. 
Although valid comparisons of linguistic features are made across the texts, there is insufficient focus on language change. AO3 and 
AO4 consequently remain securely in the Level 4 category. AO1: 9 marks; AO3: 8 marks; AO4: 8 marks.
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Examiner commentary
This is a good example of a borderline Level 3/4 answer. Although generally assertive in tone, there is an attempt to apply linguistic 
methods with limited success. For example, the marked terms in both texts are compared and linked to contextual factors in a way 
which is valid and relevant. The Latinate lexis of the older text is exemplified, however the links made to context are generalised. 
With more depth of analysis, higher marks could have been awarded for AO3. There is an attempt to compare sentence types which 
is only partially successful, again due to a lack of detail. Whilst there is a basic acknowledgement of the differences in genre, this 
is again simplistic with insufficient supporting commentary. The fact that Text C, for example, is a binding legal document with a 
very specific purpose is not explored, nor is its intended audience. With reference to change, there are again attempts to compare 
language which are valid. For example, the archaic lexis of Text C and the neologisms of the comparison text are securely linked 
to technological advancement. Overall, however, analysis lacks the focus and detail required of a higher band, with contextual 
conclusions which are mostly assertive and simplistic, as opposed to sound. AO1: 7 marks; AO3: 7 marks; AO4: 7 marks.
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Examiner commentary
As with Question 2, the answer is almost wholly assertive in tone, with a lack of exemplification from the texts until the end. There 
is a whole paragraph on punctuation, often found in weaker answers, which, while of some syntactic relevance in the context of 
language change, is generally not credit-worthy. Candidates are advised to avoid lengthy commentaries on punctuation. Although 
there is some discussion on context, points remain generalised. In terms of AO4, there is a limited identification of concepts and only 
basic comparisons are made across the texts, with very little demonstration of how language use has varied over time. AO1: 4 marks; 
AO3: 4 marks; AO4: 3 marks.
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