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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/171195-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-english-language-h470.pdf for full details of the 
assessment for this qualification. These exemplar answers 
should also be read in conjunction with the sample 
assessment materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report 
or Report to Centres available from Interchange https://
interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171195-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-english-language-h470.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171195-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-english-language-h470.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171195-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-english-language-h470.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Examiner commentary
AO1 – This is a detailed and sophisticated investigation which uses a very wide range of linguistic methods within a well-developed 
analysis. By using the task from the first week of The Apprentice, the candidate has an interesting collection of data because of the 
convention that the teams are split simply by gender at this point. The register is secure and academic throughout. The candidate 
is reflective about their process and able to highlight how they adapted their data collection methods during their investigation. 
Terminology is used accurately and linguistic knowledge is clear throughout. Data is interrogated thoughtfully, such as the 
discussion on overlaps. (Level 5 - 10 marks)

AO2 – The candidate has used their understanding of a range of theories to inform their data selection methods, which allows a 
smooth and sophisticated integration of theory within the analysis. Theories are critically used and engaged with fully. (Level 5 - 10 
marks)

AO3 – Context is explored thoroughly and thoughtfully. The differing contexts of tasks and the board room are used to compare 
and contrast language use and consideration is given to the status of the task when utterances were made. The context of The 
Apprentice as an entertainment show and therefore the limitations of the available data is noted and taken into consideration 
during the analysis. (Level 5 - 10 marks)

AO5 – The candidate takes into account the new audience very well and transforms their investigation into an appropriate and 
engaging form. The layout of the poster is helpful and intuitive, with the correct level of detail given on the findings. Visual elements 
are used appropriately. Enough data is given to allow the audience to understand the findings without overwhelming them with 
less relevant information. (Level 5 - 10 marks)

In addition to the pages featured in this resource, in their folder the candidate included conversations 
transcripts taken from Episode 2 Advertising Jeans and Episode 1 Collectables. These materials have been 
redacted due to copyright license restrictions.
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Examiner commentary
AO1 – Throughout this investigation into the language of Donald Trump and Margaret Thatcher, the candidate faultlessly maintains a 
high academic register. The candidate strikes a mature and articulate tone, appropriate for their report. Analysis of data is methodical 
and systematic, covering a good range of linguistic methods in detail and with skill. (Level 5 - 10 marks)

AO2 – The candidate fluently uses a wide range of theories to both focus their data collection and inform their analysis. Some 
comments linking language and theory could have been slightly more tentative, specifically in the conclusions the candidate 
reaches towards the end of some of their discussions, but overall the level of critical engagement with theories is good. There is 
evidence of wide reading around the candidate’s chosen topic. (Level 5 - 9 marks)

AO3 – The rationale given of Trump and Thatcher as ‘anomalies’ in politics is interesting and allows the student to explore their 
data while interrogating the level to which the language found is to be expected within this specific context. Layers of context are 
considered and the changes in technology as well as differing political contexts are used to help explore and explain the data. (Level 
5 - 10 marks)

AO5 – A high level of transformation has been undertaken to produce an engaging and informative poster. Visual elements are 
used very well. Potentially unfamiliar context is explained to the audience. However, there were small inconsistencies where some 
terminology was glossed and other examples were not. Most findings of the investigation have been included. (Level 5 - 9 marks)

In addition to the pages featured in this resource, in their folder the candidate included: 

1. Pages downloaded from https://www.margaretthatcher.org/speeches and containing 
 the following Margaret Thatcher’s speeches:

HCS: Confidence in Her Majesty’s Government, 22 Nov 1990

Speech at Kensington Town Hall (“Britain Awake”) (The Iron Lady), 19 Jan1976

Speech at Airey Neave’s Memorial Service, 16 May 1979

2. Pages from TIME magazine, containing President Trump’s UN Speech Threatening to 
 “Totally Destroy” North Korea

3. Pages from the online edition of The Guardian, containing the article “Winning words: 
 the language that got Donald Trump elected” by Gary Nunn, 11 Nov 2016. 

These materials have been redacted due to copyright license restrictions

https://www.margaretthatcher.org/speeches
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Examiner commentary
AO1 – This investigation into genderlect in the secondary school classroom applies a range of linguistic methods in a clear and 
systematic way. The candidate uses linguistic methods to structure their analysis, which allows them to explore each in great detail. 
The academic register is secure throughout and the candidate writes convincingly. (Level 5 - 9 marks)

AO2 – A very wide range of theories are used highly effectively. Theory is used to inform analysis at all points and is used reflectively, 
for example their comments on the applicability of De Francisco to their own investigation. Touching on theories from child 
language acquisition is a thoughtful approach which leads to some interesting discussion.  (Level 5 - 10 marks)

AO3 – This investigation shows a high level of nuanced understanding of context. The impact of multiple contexts is discussed, 
including classroom dynamics, the differences between boarding school and state school, and the televised nature of the collected 
data. Links between data and context are tentative and sensitive to the range of influences on language. (Level 5 - 10 marks)

AO5 – The way the candidate has presented their findings shows a high level of transformation and careful consideration of 
audience. There are very few lapses in accuracy. Visual elements are helpful and appropriate for the form. (Level 4 - 8 marks)

In addition to the pages featured in this resource, in their folder the candidate included transcripts of 
various TV Programmes. These materials have been redacted due to copyright license restrictions.
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Examiner commentary
AO1 – The candidate’s choice of language in the television adaption of The Handmaid’s Tale is a complex one and they handle it very 
well. Specific, salient examples are explored in detail and with skill. The candidate’s approach to linguistic analysis is systematic and 
superb in its level of detail. Linguistic methods are used to focus the analysis into sections, but each section contains an excellent 
balance of analysis, theory and context, woven into an elegant and well-written discussion. Terminology used enhances the 
discussion throughout. (Level 5 - 10 marks)

AO2 – Theory is used significantly and perceptively throughout the investigation. There is evidence of extensive reading by 
the candidate and they are able to select theories discerningly. Links between data and theories are tentative and judicious. 
Engagement with theories is critical and shows a high level of understanding. (Level 5 - 10 marks)

AO3 – An excellent awareness of context shapes the candidate’s analysis and allows them to draw interesting and insightful 
conclusions. Context is considered from within Gilead, the 1985 novel and the contemporary television adaption. The candidate uses 
context to help draw examples together and discuss the patterns within their data. (Level 5 - 10 marks)

AO5 – The candidate has struggled somewhat to transform the detail and depth of their investigation into their poster. It is a good 
poster, with use of visual elements which would effectively engage the audience. Some terms, such as ‘face threatening act’ are not 
explained, which would have been appropriate for this audience. The candidate has chosen to transfer ‘interesting findings’ to the 
poster, which seems a sensible approach given the depth of their investigation. (Level 4 - 7 marks)

In addition to the pages featured in this resource, in their folder the candidate included extract pages 
from the "The Handmaid’s Tale” script. These materials have been redacted due to copyright license 
restrictions.
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Examiner commentary
AO1 – The candidate has taken a relatively popular investigation focus of colours in cosmetics and produced a detailed and 
interesting analysis. The approach is systematic and thorough; a wide range of appropriate linguistic methods are used accurately. 
A number of approaches are taken in terms of data collection, which raises some interesting discussion but arguably leaves the 
candidate struggling to discuss some of their findings in detail. (Level 5 - 9 marks)

AO2 – Understanding of a number of theories is evident throughout the investigation. There are times when the candidate could 
have engaged more critically with the theories, though. While theories are used to explore and analyse the data, there is not 
enough detail to justify a level 5 mark here. A wider range of theories integrated more within the analysis would have benefited the 
investigation. (Level 4 - 8 marks)

AO3 – The candidate is confident in their discussion of context. They have a good knowledge and understanding of the audiences 
for the differing nail polishes and use this to ensure their analysis is informed by context at almost every point. The use of a 
questionnaire was an interesting way to add to the contextual discussion. (Level 5 - 9 marks)

AO5 – A visually appealing poster which is highly successful in transforming the investigation’s findings. The visual elements used 
are pleasing and engaging. The addition of entertaining titles for each section appeals to the new audience well without being 
patronising. The main findings of the investigation are all present and explained in appropriate, well-informed ways. (Level 5 - 10 
marks)

In addition to the pages featured in this resource, in their folder the candidate included the 
questionnaires completed by the participants in their research. These materials have been redacted due 
to copyright license restrictions.
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Examiner commentary
The chosen topic of Michelle Obama’s language is explored linguistically and analytically. When it becomes clear to the candidate 
that the data they have found lacks phonological data and non-fluency features, they ensure these are added in order to help with 
their analysis. Key findings are briefly presented in the “Results” section, but the specific form this took of short bullet points did not 
add clarity to the investigation as a whole and it may have been advisable to incorporate the reporting of results into the analysis 
section, as they were repeated here in any case. A wide range of appropriate linguistic methods are explored accurately and in 
depth. (Level 5 - 9 marks)

AO2 – A wide range of well selected theories are integrated into the analysis. Theories around power and gender are clearly well 
understood by the candidate and they go into detail on multiple occasions. While maintaining a focus on the data, the candidate 
uses theories to explore and explain Obama’s language use. The candidate engages critically with the theories in places, carefully 
and thoughtfully considering how the language use in their data reflects on a range of theories. (Level 5 - 9 marks)

AO3 – Context is thoroughly explored in this investigation. The candidate explores the immediate context of the speech, as well as 
the relationship between Obama and her audience and the wider social contexts which inform this. The varying contexts of Obama’s 
power are very interesting indeed and there was room in this investigation for a little more nuance when discussing this. (Level 5 - 9 
marks)

AO5 – This poster very effectively transforms the findings of the investigation. Findings are reported in an interesting and engaging 
way which is highly appropriate for the audience. The premise of the poster is interesting but sometimes leads to an inconsistency in 
formality, which is perhaps not ideal for the given audience. Visual elements are used consistently and work well to draw the written 
elements together. The visual representation of quantitative data was less effective and did not appear integral to the poster. (Level 
4 - 8 marks)

In addition to the pages featured in this resource, in their folder the candidate included transcript of 
Michelle Obama’s last speech as a First Lady. These materials have been redacted due to copyright license 
restrictions.
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Examiner commentary
AO1 – The candidate clearly has an interest and investment in their chosen topic of presentation of women in advertising, which 
allows them some interesting and insightful discussion. They have used a wide range of linguistic methods and have chosen to 
focus on one advertisement at a time within each element of hypothesis to structure their analysis. A more detailed and developed 
awareness of the patterns and connections between the data found would have improved this analysis even further. The register is 
secure and academic. (Level 5 - 9 marks)

AO2 – This investigation shows a very good level of knowledge and understanding around relevant theories, which are used well 
to help explore the data and inform the analysis. There is a good level of engagement with Lakoff’s theories, as well as wider ideas 
about gender and how these may have shifted over time. There a tentative tone to the discussion of issues and ideas. (Level 4 - 8 
marks)

AO3 – There is a good level of contextual knowledge evidenced and appropriate interpretations are provided as to why certain 
linguistic features should be present given these contexts, including political and social contexts at the time of production as well as 
the layered purposes and audiences of the texts. (Level 5 - 9 marks)

AO5 – The candidate has produced a poster which is well organised and explains all of the key findings of the investigation. 
Visual elements are used very well, including reproduction of one of the advertisements to aid in audience understanding. Some 
potentially unfamiliar terminology could have been explained for the new audience, but overall there is a good understanding of 
how to transform the text for a differing audience. (Level 4 - 8 marks)

In addition to the pages featured in this resource, in their folder the candidate included Appendix with 
the images featured in their Academic Poster. These materials have been redacted due to copyright 
license restrictions.
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Examiner commentary
AO1 – The candidate has made a clear effort to maintain a high academic register and this is mostly successful. While discussing 
language in different film versions of Cinderella, the candidate uses research questions to help guide analysis, which is somewhat 
effective. However, if the candidate’s approach could have been clearer within the methodology this may have resulted in a more 
focussed analysis with systematic use of linguistic methods. A range of linguistic methods are used and the candidate shows secure 
use of subject terminology. (Level 4 - 8 marks)

AO2 – It would have been beneficial to include a summary or mention of the theories chosen for this investigation. This is not 
present and no bibliography or reference list is supplied. The candidate does engage with a number of theories which are relevant 
to their data and there is some evidence of critical engagement. As above, a more systematic approach to the whole investigation 
would perhaps have served the candidate well here and moved their mark to level 4, allowing for a more clear application of a range 
of theories. (Level 3 - 6 marks)

AO3 – The candidate’s consideration of context is good and at times overshadows their application of theory. A range of contexts are 
considered, including those within the narrative as well as the social contexts affecting production of the films. Discussion of context 
is always linked to data and used to help explore the patterns found by the candidate. (Level 5 - 9 marks)

AO5 – Some visual elements have been used to good effect in this poster. The candidate’s findings have been transformed 
effectively for a new audience and the language used is accurate and appropriate. There are one or two small errors of expression, 
but the poster explains the findings of the investigation very well. (Level 4 - 8 marks)

In addition to the pages featured in this resource, in their folder the candidate included transcripts from 
the 1950 and 2015 “Cinderella” movies. These materials have been redacted due to copyright license 
restrictions.



Exemplar Candidate Work

94

A Level English Language

© OCR 2019

Candidate work – Exemplar 9  28 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

95

A Level English Language

© OCR 2019



Exemplar Candidate Work

96

A Level English Language

© OCR 2019



Exemplar Candidate Work

97

A Level English Language

© OCR 2019



Exemplar Candidate Work

98

A Level English Language

© OCR 2019



Exemplar Candidate Work

99

A Level English Language

© OCR 2019



Exemplar Candidate Work

100

A Level English Language

© OCR 2019



Exemplar Candidate Work

101

A Level English Language

© OCR 2019

Examiner commentary
AO1 – A good investigation which analyses language used by Jeremy Paxman on Newsnight. There is an element of systematic 
analysis, but this is not consistent throughout the report. A range of features are identified, but not always explored in detail. Writing 
is generally clear and coherent. The candidate sets out that they would like to investigate whether allegations of sexism against 
Paxman are reflected in his language use, so they chose only female interviewees for their data. Potentially a more convincing 
argument could have been made if language use was compared to that used towards a male interviewee. This is touched on 
when the candidate discusses Tony Blair’s interview, but this data is not included in the investigation and the idea does not get 
explored fully. The investigation would have benefited from a clearer methodology; Blair’s interview is mentioned a few times 
but never quoted or included in an appendix and it is unclear whether this is a mistake or not because of the lack of clarity in the 
methodology. (Level 4 - 7 marks)

AO2 – A number of appropriate theories are outlined and used effectively in the analysis of data. Given the chosen subject, it is 
fitting that the candidate uses theories surrounding both power and gender. There are the beginnings of critical engagement, for 
example in the candidate’s discussion of Lakoff. Chosen theories are applied appropriately to the data. (Level 4 - 7 marks)

AO3 – Context is explained in the investigation, but it is not always helpful or illuminating to the analysis. Understanding of the texts 
within a political context is clear, and the entertaining, televisual context is explored in places too. Most of the time, context is used 
to help explore and analyse language use. (Level 4 - 7 marks)

AO5 – The main findings of the investigation have been included in this poster. Unfortunately it also suffers from a lack of clarity – for 
example, it does not inform its audience explicitly who the chosen interviewees were. However, the candidate explains their findings 
well. More of a focus on engaging the audience visually would have improved this poster. (Level 4 - 7 marks)

In addition to the pages featured in this resource, in their folder the candidate included  transcripts of 
Jeremy Paxman’s interviews. These materials have been redacted due to copyright license restrictions.
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Examiner commentary
AO1 – The candidate has chosen to investigate the variation in language of Noel Fielding when appearing on two different 
television programmes. The discussion of this in the introduction sets up an appropriate, clear and succinct style which is consistent 
throughout the investigation. However, it becomes clear throughout the investigation that there is not enough material for the 
candidate to really explore in depth and the differences in language use are not complex enough to warrant the entire investigation. 
This is a pity, as the candidate is clearly knowledgeable and writes very well, fluently using appropriate terminology and analysing 
their data in a systematic way. (Level 4 - 7 marks)

AO2 – There are some theories discussed here, but the candidate does not do this consistently enough to justify a level 4 mark here. 
Where theories are used this is done very well and theoretical considerations are integrated suitably into the analysis. (Level 3 - 6 
marks)

AO3 – The candidate has a clear understanding of how context is affecting Fielding’s language in different settings. They have 
explored this context well and it is used to explain data they find surprising, such as the use of innuendo on a family show. The 
candidate analyses the data in light of a range of contexts, including the differing audiences, Fielding’s role on different shows, as 
well as specific interlocuters. (Level 4 - 7 marks)

AO5 – The poster is generally successful in transforming the register of the investigation. Some visual elements are used, but it is not 
as engaging as it might be. The simplicity of the investigation means that most findings are present on the poster. (Level 3 - 6 marks)

In addition to the pages featured in this resource, in their folder the candidate included quotes from 
newspaper article reviewing Noel Fielding on “Great British Bake Off”. These materials have been redacted 
due to copyright license restrictions.
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Examiner commentary
AO1 – This investigation of language used by the media to describe two serial killers shows knowledge and understanding of a 
range of linguistic methods. Visual presentation of data is used well. The hypotheses presented did not stretch the candidate to 
explore language on a deep level and were somewhat simplistic, for example “negative lexis will be used to describe the killers”. The 
candidate makes a good effort to explore these hypotheses in detail, but they may have had more room to do so if the statements 
had been less restrictive. Terminology is generally used accurately and appropriately. (Level 4 - 7 marks)

AO2 – At times it is unclear how language used to describe Jack the Ripper and Ian Brady in the media relates to some of the 
theories selected by the candidate. Given the diachronic variation between the two cases, some focus on language change theories 
may have made sense. There is a lack of engagement with theory and theory is not integrated into the analysis or discussion, rather 
the candidate seems to have treated it as discrete. Knowledge of some theories is shown, but not applied consistently. (Level 2 - 4 
marks)

AO3 – The candidate shows a clear understanding of the historical contexts of both sets of data, as well as the changing contexts of 
the media. This understanding is not always applied to the data they have collected, though. There is some use of context to explore 
the data, such as theorising on why the newspapers did not include much detail to avoid upsetting their readership. (Level 3 - 6 
marks)

AO5 – The poster is effective in communicating the main points of the investigation to a new audience. Some visual elements are 
appropriate, however others are less so. There is visual presentation of data, but the significance of the given data is not explained to 
the audience. (Level 3 – 6 marks)

In addition to the pages featured in this resource, in their folder the candidate included the Guardian 
article “Life sentences for Brady and Hindley. Both Guilty of Murders”, 7 May 1966. These materials have 
been redacted due to copyright license restrictions.
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Examiner commentary
AO1 – The candidate has chosen to analyse power in selected speeches of Martin Luther King. What could be a very generic 
investigation is focussed somewhat by the emphasis on specific linguistic features. Terminology is used accurately and appropriately. 
There is good presentation of data and the register is relatively stable. (Level 3 - 6 marks)

AO2 – There is some understanding of the theories used. The investigation would have benefitted from a wider range of theories 
being used to explore the data. The use of Grice’s maxims is not fully appropriate or developed. Exploration of influential power is 
stronger and shows a good engagement with the theory. (Level 3 - 6 marks)

AO3 – The candidate has clearly researched the historical context of the speeches, but this is not always used to help illuminate 
the data. There is engagement with a basic level of context in terms of King’s purposes when speaking, but this could have been 
developed further and given more nuance. (Level 3 - 5 marks)

AO5 – While this poster is mostly successful in its transformation of the investigation, there are some errors which detract from 
its overall effectiveness. The candidate has made a good effort to explain all terms and theories which may be unfamiliar to the 
audience. Most of the basic findings are included, but it is not a particularly engaging example and there is a lack of consideration of 
visual elements. (Level 3 - 5 marks)

In addition to the pages featured in this resource, in their folder the candidate included transcript of 
Martin Luther King’s speech “I Have a Dream”. These materials have been redacted due to copyright 
license restrictions.
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