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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/171201-specification-accredited-as-level-
gce-level-english-literature-h072.pdf for full details of the 
assessment for this qualification. These exemplar answers 
should also be read in conjunction with the sample 
assessment materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report 
or Report to Centres available from Interchange https://
interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171201-specification-accredited-as-level-gce-level-english-literature-h072.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171201-specification-accredited-as-level-gce-level-english-literature-h072.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171201-specification-accredited-as-level-gce-level-english-literature-h072.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Questions 2(a) and (b)

Exemplar 1 Level 5, 22 marks

Section 1 – Shakespeare
Hamlet
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Examiner commentary
This is in many ways a good, clear response to the question of Ophelia’s mental state and its appeal to the audience, and the 
candidate has remained aware of the audience throughout. Ophelia’s submissiveness is well-exemplified with details from the 
play, including appropriate terminology, and a feminist critical position on this is acknowledged, although not in the sophisticated 
way required for Level 6. Analysis is developed in many places, such as the gravediggers’ use of ‘gentlewoman’, and context such as 
attitudes to suicide, is included, but this section is only loosely related to the question. AO5 is well-addressed within the candidate’s 
own arguments, but generalisations about critical theory (such as feminism) and class discussions could be enhanced with some 
evidence of detailed wider reading. AO2 is developed in places and less developed in others, for example the statement ‘in some 
parts of the play we see Ophelia stand up for herself’ is offered without detail. Enough of a good, clear argument is evident to merit a 
low Level 5 mark.

Exemplar 2 Level 4, 19 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate responds competently to Ophelia here, although not immediately to her sanity and madness. The essay begins by 
discussing Ophelia’s relationships with Laertes and Polonius, and whether she is likeable or not, but this is nevertheless competently 
exemplified and the points made are valid. Quotations such as ‘my heart is locked and you are the only one that holds the key’ 
are from a modern English version of the play; candidates must study and quote from the original text. Ophelia’s relationship with 
Hamlet is then explored, and the notion of her being ‘interesting’ or otherwise to the audience is still the focus, although madness 
and sanity are not. Some alternative views are offered, and a stage production shows straightforward understanding of an alternative 
portrayal of Ophelia. The final paragraph is far more focused on the question, with straightforward but definite links to AO5, AO3 
(Elizabethan views of men’s versus women’s madness), and AO2 (‘fragmented rhymes’), and it is this which justifies a high mark in 
Level 4.

Exemplar 3 Level 3, 14 marks

9/28/2018 Print Script
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Examiner commentary
This response makes an attempt to discuss Hamlet, Claudius and Fortinbras as effective kings, and some reasonable points are made 
about Hamlet’s brave decision to avenge his father, and Claudius’ ability to manipulate people. Points are offered with little quotation 
and analysis, although some single-word illustrative quotations appear later on. Historical context is alluded to with the idea that 
Hamlet’s vengeance is ‘typical of the time’ but this is very generalised. The candidate makes an attempt to incorporate critical views 
with the assertion from Parkes (not a particularly well-known ‘Hamlet’ critic) that Hamlet is a ‘coward’, Bentley’s (possibly G.E. Bentley) 
view that the play is really about ‘revenge’, and the idea that the audience may differ in their views. The 2017 question on revenge 
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seems to have inspired the candidate, who may want to reproduce a previous successful essay here. It is tempting for candidates to 
take a theme question and argue that the play is not ‘about’ the theme at all, in order to write more about a favourite theme or idea, 
but it is crucial to answer the set question directly. Overall, however, enough understanding of the theme within the play is shown to 
merit a Level 3 mark.
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Question 3(b)

Exemplar 1 Level 6, 30 marks

Measure for Measure
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Examiner commentary
This is an excellent response throughout, showing a particularly detailed understanding of the play and of Angelo. Linguistic analysis 
is evident from the beginning with the candidate’s discussion of ‘rein’ and its connotations. The argument is fluent, looking first at 
Angelo’s hypocritical acts and then at the effect of them on the audience’s perception of morality. Language and structure are again 
skilfully analysed here, and the evaluation of Angelo’s use of ‘metal’ is skilfully interwoven with a critical view. Alternative readings 
and a considered argument drive this response, and the candidate selects carefully from wide contextual and critical reading in 
order to enhance the points they make. Coupled with fluent academic expression and a sharp focus on the question, this makes the 
response worthy of full marks.

Exemplar 2 Level 4, 18 marks
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Examiner commentary
This candidate begins competently with a straightforward account of how Angelo is presented to the audience, first appearing 
as an effective ruler and then having his unpleasant nature unmasked. A generally-developed argument follows, citing the abuse 
of Isabella as the most unpleasant thing Angelo does, and the candidate’s knowledge of the 1996 production is useful here. 
The response then wanders from the question, still tackling the ‘Angelo’s hypocrisy is the most unpleasant…’ part of the task, 
but ignoring the second part of the question which requires the whole response to focus on the candidate’s reading of Angelo. 
AO2 in this essay takes the form of some integrated quotations and inference from them, but terminology is less apparent. AO3 
is competent where it appears; although the word ‘Protestant’ has been used in place of ‘Puritan’, the candidate has grasped the 
relevant concept.
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Question 4(a)

Exemplar 1 Level 5, 25 marks

Richard III
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Examiner commentary
This response is good, clear and developed throughout, with a secure understanding of the theme of family loyalty in several parts 
of the play. The response begins with Richard’s betrayal of Clarence, and includes secure references to a critic and a film production. 
The paragraph then demonstrates analytical skill in the section on Lady Anne, in which well-chosen, integrated quotations and 
appropriate terminology are used to develop the point. The candidate’s knowledge of Elizabethan beliefs about dreams, and a 
glancing reference to the Wars of the Roses, address AO3, but the rich contextual background of ‘Richard III’ is not explored as 
thoroughly as it might be in a Level 6 response. Critical views are well-integrated, but not always skilfully addressed; Cunningham’s 
description of ‘England’s most controversial monarch’ is the view of a historian rather than a critique of the play. Ultimately, however, 
the detailed linguistic analysis and considered argument in this answer justify the top of Level 5.
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Exemplar 2 Level 4, 20 marks
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Examiner commentary
A fully competent response, with a focus throughout on family ties and a range of ideas from across the play. Relevant references 
are made to the context of the Tudor bias against the Plantaganet dynasty, and the candidate competently addresses Benedict 
Cumberbatch’s portrayal of a ‘manipulative’ Richard, although this evaluation is not developed. Female characters are an area of 
interest, and the candidate shows competent understanding of how ties are formed and broken across the play. The analysis of 
the Duchess’ speech, using integrated quotations, and the specific understanding of Laurence Olivier’s production, show generally 
developed engagement, justifying a mark at the top of Level 4. There are some opportunities for further development, which may 
have pushed the answer into the next level.
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Questions 5(a) and (b)

Exemplar 1 Level 6, 26 marks

The Tempest
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Examiner commentary
This response addresses all aspects of the question in a secure, clear manner and includes some analysis of detail which is skilful 
enough to push Level 6. Caliban’s speech and imagery is linked very well to contemporary ideas (Bacon’s ‘Of Revenge’), and the 
RSC production is used to develop the point further. The candidate’s own alternative readings are evident in phrases such as ‘a 
more vulnerable Caliban’. AO3 and AO5 are interwoven holistically, for example ‘Shakespeare could be mocking the notion of 
social mobility’, although use of critics is a little general for a secure Level 6 mark, and the critical quotation ‘the simplicity of a child’ 
misquotes Coleridge’s description of Ariel. Secure references to the Great Chain of Being and European colonialism are evident. The 
analysis of lexical choices such as ‘swear’ and ‘riches’ shows enough detailed understanding of the writer’s craft to place the answer 
on the Level 5/6 borderline.

Exemplar 2 Level 4, 16 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response begins competently, discussing Prospero’s highly-valued magical powers, and the education he has provided for 
himself, but also features a number of points which are more characteristic of an ‘attempt’ at the question, such as the unconvincing 
analysis of the word ‘art’, and the assumption that Miranda literally believes there is a cure for deafness. As an argument, the essay 
makes some relevant points, for example that Miranda’s lack of education does, perhaps, celebrate its power and value because ‘it 
shows how a lack of education can lead to dependence’. If exemplified more thoroughly, these points could have formed a secure 
Level 4 response or even better. Awareness of context is shown in terms of the patriarchal views of society, and there is a reference 
to Coleridge’s view of Ariel as having ‘childlike simplicity’, although Coleridge himself is not named. This point would be well worth 
exploring, but the candidate seems to know the opening scene better than the others, and so reference to the text diminishes as 
the answer goes on. There is enough competence displayed for a borderline Level 3/4 mark, but no more.
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Question 6(a)

Exemplar 1 Level 4, 19 marks

Twelfth Night
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Examiner commentary
This candidate responds to the question in a straightforward way by broadly agreeing that Sir Toby does care more for pleasure than 
for people, but occasionally they seem more keen to answer a different question. The essay opens with a competent point about 
Sir Toby’s first appearance on stage, supported with quotations and a critical view. However, the reference to Orsino provides more 
analysis of his character than it does of Sir Toby’s. The candidate displays a range of linguistic terminology (‘exclamatory phrase’; 
‘malapropism’) and shows generally-developed understanding of several aspects of Sir Toby’s character, such as his relationships 
with Sir Andrew and Maria. These paragraphs are driven by narrative and inference, but the integrated quotations do address AO2 
consistently. Although the response is strong enough to reach the higher end of Level 4, alternative critical readings and contextual 
links are only generally addressed, and if developed might have pushed the response into Level 5, especially if combined with better 
focus on the question at the beginning.
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Question 7

Exemplar 1 Level 5, 25 marks

Section 2 – Poetry pre-1900
The Merchant’s Prologue and Tale

9/28/2018 Print Script



Exemplar Candidate Work

38

AS Level English Literature

© OCR 2019

9/28/2018 Print Script

9/28/2018 Print Script



Exemplar Candidate Work

39

AS Level English Literature

© OCR 2019

9/28/2018 Print Script

Examiner commentary
A fully secure response to the poem, which develops points throughout in order to show a clear understanding of the Merchant’s 
view of marriage. The response covers the layers of meaning in the tone of the extract, which are well-exemplified and linked closely 
with Januarie’s experiences later in the tale. Understanding of the presentation of women across the tale, and even in ‘The Wife of 
Bath’s Tale’ and ‘The Franklin’s Tale’, is consistent and clear, and contributes well to the argument. The candidate links context to the 
argument in the form of 14th-century views of women, and the high romance and fabliau genres, and always makes connections 
securely and clearly. The integration of quotations adds to the fluency of the response, although meaning tends to be inferred from 
quotations more often than from analysis of language and structure itself. This might have helped the candidate to achieve Level 6, 
especially if the analysis had focused more consistently on the main passage.
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Exemplar 2 Level 5, 21 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is a fully competent response with some elements of good secure analysis. The candidate begins by showing understanding 
of the layers of meaning presented before and within the extract, and this section shows understanding of context in terms of 
ideas from the Bible and the Church which were familiar to Chaucer’s audience. The candidate integrates quotations well into the 
following argument, although they somewhat overlook the opportunity to analyse language with terminology. The middle section 
of the response is more narrative, albeit with competent quotation and inference related to the question, and then some better 
language analysis appears (‘undermined by the casual cadence of the iambic pentameter’). Overall the understanding shown is just 
beyond competent, and there is evidence of good secure analytical skill. If demonstrated more thoroughly, this may have lifted the 
response higher in Level 5.
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Exemplar 3 Level 4, 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response begins by acknowledging the difference between Chaucer’s view of marriage and the Merchant’s, and continues with 
a competent, generally-developed point about the inherent sexism in the telling of the story of Adam and Eve. However, this is just 
one example of links to other parts of the poem which are better-developed and analysed than the main passage. This candidate 
seems to have competent, or even better, understanding of Chaucer’s concerns and of the presentation of marriage in the tale as 
a whole, and they competently link context to the parts of the tale they deal with, but a lack of developed engagement with the 
passage means that this response fits the criteria for low Level 4. 
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Question 8

Exemplar 1 Level 6, 30 marks

Paradise Lost Books 9 and 10
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Examiner commentary
This is an excellent response which begins with detailed focus on language, and skilfully interweaves references to Milton’s religious 
beliefs and his intended audience, while also examining the layers of his presentation of Death. The candidate provides complex 
views of Death, for example that he is ‘only riled and anticipatory with regards to hell and the punishment of others’. A detailed 
analysis of Milton’s personification, sibilance and enjambment follows, demonstrating an excellent grasp of the linguistic effects of 
the poetry. Phrases such as ‘moreover’ and ‘while also’ help the candidate to keep up a developed analysis of the passage, adding 
several layers to every point. The response integrates detailed examples and links to the Bible in impressive detail, always keeping up 
a fluent argument and focus on the task. The link to the beginning of Book 9 is similarly detailed, using terminology accurately and 
frequently. Overall, this is a consistently detailed and developed response to the passage within the whole poem, addressing all the 
AOs very well.
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Exemplar 2 Level 5, 24 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is a good, secure response to the passage and other linked sections of the poem. The answer begins with a clear and developed 
focus on language, such as contrasting lexical sets and the sibilance of ‘snuffed the smell’. References to other parts of the poem are 
fairly brief (‘and also relates to Adam’s questioning at the end of Book 10’) and not always related to Death’s presentation, but they 
are clear and integrated well into the overall argument. The answer is also fairly light on contextual links, although the candidate’s 
understanding of biblical and Miltonian ideas is implicit throughout the response. The depth of analytical detail, and the well-
expressed understanding (‘they are like hunting animals who have immaculate skill and are almost unstoppable’) elevates this 
response to the higher end of Level 5.
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Exemplar 3 Level 4, 18 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is a competent response to Milton’s presentation of Death in the passage. It begins with a straightforward reading of the 
passage and its placement in the story of ‘Paradise Lost’ as a whole, supported by quotations, and the candidate analyses language 
competently (‘the word “savour” suggests that they were meant to suffer from the punishment’). Expression is not always as clear 
as it might be, and this can prevent meaning from coming across securely (‘This portrays death as being fun for God to use’), but 
general understanding is still evident. The candidate has grasped the effects of language and structure, but does not always explain 
them specifically, or using terminology. For example, they refer to ‘the repeated D sound’ rather than alliteration, and state that 
‘Milton ignored the somewhat rules of poetry’ without specifying how. Contextual links are present, but rather brief and general, so a 
mark at the top of the level is not appropriate, but there is enough competent analysis for the middle of Level 4.
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Question 11

Exemplar 1 Level 6, 28 marks

Christina Rossetti: Selected Poems
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Examiner commentary
This response demonstrates an excellent and detailed contextual understanding of Rossetti’s poetry. For example, the candidate 
recognises how ‘Winter, My Secret’ challenges the master narrative, and relates this skilfully to ‘Maude Clare’. There is detailed 
linguistic and structural analysis related to the concept of a playful speaking voice, for example the use of caesura to encourage an 
emotional connection to the poem in ‘Winter…’ and also ‘No Thank You, John’. The link between the named poem and ‘A Birthday’ in 
terms of the rainbow image is perceptive, and further widens the range of features compared and contrasted. Contextual links are 
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highly appropriate and informed, hinting at a knowledge of Rossetti’s work which is wider still. The main strength of the response, 
however, is its consistently detailed analysis of the voice in ‘Winter, My Secret’. Developed AO2 and AO4 are a strength, and AO3 links 
are highly appropriate and informed, hinting at an even wider appreciation of Rossetti’s poetry.

Exemplar 2 Level 5, 24 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response demonstrates secure linguistic analysis from the beginning, with developed ideas about the line ‘Today’s a nipping, 
biting day…’. The candidate analyses several details well, using terminology appropriately. There is a clear focus on the playfulness 
of the speaking voice, and the candidate makes a secure connection to ‘Soeur Louise de la Misericorde’, again offering a developed 
exploration. Some ideas are less well-expressed, such as the assertion ‘she hates spring so it’s controversial and shocks the readers’, 
but this is the exception rather than the rule. The response makes use of a variety of links, some of them thematic or ideas-based, 
such as the connection to ‘Twice’, and some of them directly about voices in the poems. Contextual knowledge is good overall, 
although the link between ‘you’re too curious’ and Rossetti’s lack of support for women’s suffrage is less convincing. Overall, the 
response is good and clear, and merits a mark high in Level 5.
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Exemplar 3 Level 4, 18 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response opens with competent linguistic analysis of ‘Winter, My Secret’, with a generally developed discussion of details 
in the poem, and how they relate to a playful speaking voice. The paragraph on Dante Gabriel Rossetti and the characteristics 
of Christina Rossetti herself relates loosely to the theme in the sense that it is about secrecy, but the candidate has listed a lot of 
historical knowledge here without relating it explicitly to the poem and question. Marks are gained for the quality of contextual 
links to the text, not pure knowledge. The focus shifts back to the poem’s playful voice and makes a competent point about the 
reader’s frustration, although the link to ‘No Thank You, John’ is very general. The short integrated quotations from the main poem 
and ‘A Birthday’ are more characteristic, stylistically, of a Level 5 response, but the development (‘We are able to feel the emotion and 
meaning behind each stanza through her expressive natural imagery’) is far more general. The quality of the response is mixed, but a 
mid-level 4 mark represents the best fit.
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Examiner commentary
This response attempts to engage with the question at the beginning, but most comments and links are not question-focused. The 
candidate starts by referring to voice (‘a sense of being patronising’), then deals with the theme of secrecy and concealment, which 
is loosely but not explicitly related to a playful speaking voice. Nevertheless, the candidate does recognise and explain linguistic 
features of the poem, such as the repetition of ‘my’ and ‘mine’ conveying concern on the part of the speaker. The response shows 
understanding of context, but does not relate it particularly to the task. There is a closer reference to playfulness when the candidate 
suggests that the voice is ‘perhaps a little bit smug’, and this lifts the answer above the middle of Level 3. The link to ‘No Thank You, 
John’ is brief but also related to the idea of voice. Had the candidate focused on the speaking voice sooner in the response, this 
answer might have made its way into Level 4.
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