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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1(a)

Exemplar 1 (Medium) Level 5, 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response deals with both factors, evaluating the impact of the Paris Peace Treaties and the Great Depression on the 
containment of Japan. The evaluation of the Paris Peace Treaties uses the exclusion felt by the Japanese, the lack of the official 
recognition of racial equality, the establishment of the League of Nations and the fact that Japan later left, as valid reasons for the 
Peace Treaties causing problems of isolation but not necessarily containment. These are valid points, made with some accuracy. 
However, further development about why this isolation did not harm containment would benefit this judgement. 

The treatment of the second factor is clear; the link made between the economic impact of the Great Depression and the invasion 
of Mukden is directly used to explain problems with the containment of Japan. The final judgement is decisive in what caused the 
most problems with containment but does not develop the earlier idea that the Paris Peace Treaties did little to affect containment. 
Therefore, the judgement is somewhat limited in its impact by only really justifying the significance of the Great Depression relative 
to containment despite some analysis of both factors. 
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Exemplar 2 (Low) Level 1, 1 mark
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Examiner commentary
Only one factor is evaluated with any degree of accuracy; the Great Depression and its impact on Japanese containment is dealt 
with. However, the response does not convey any accurate understanding of how the Paris Peace Treaties impacted upon Japan and 
influenced Japanese containment in the period 1919 to 1941. Because the candidate was unable to construct a relevant argument 
on the first factor, the response cannot access Level 2 as the mark scheme stipulates both factors are addressed in Level 2 and above. 
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Question 1(b)

Exemplar 1 (Medium) Level 5, 13 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response deals with a sufficient range of factors that caused the failure of the League of Nations within the designated time 
period, 1920-1935. These factors are the Treaty of Versailles, appeasement, German aggression and structural weaknesses. These 
are all valid reasons for the failure of the League. The quality of the response is limited to a degree by some inaccuracy, for example, 
citing Britain’s failure to support the League, instead of the USA. However, there is also some accurate analysis of factors alongside 
the construction of an argument that centres on the Treaty of Versailles as the root cause of the League’s failure. As the response 
develops, and more factors are analysed, the response becomes more convincing so that there is a clear final judgement built upon 
prior argument. Hence, a well-developed line of reasoning is a valid summary of the response as it unfolds. Even so, the response is 
limited to the bottom of Level 5 because, despite the clarity of the judgement made, supporting evidence is quite thin in many of 
the arguments.

Exemplar 2 (Low) Level 3, 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response begins with a valid argument concerning the diplomacy and sanctions used by the League. The argument is 
supported by relevant evidence that proves the League was limited, unable to impose serious penalties on transgressors, with both 
Manchuria and Abyssinia cited as relevant and quite detailed examples. However, the rest of the response is limited. The following 
argument outlines the role of the Great Depression, but this is very much in isolation from the League and therefore on the topic 
rather than the specific demands of the question. Moreover, the response links the Great Depression to the diminishing global role 
of the USA and how this hindered the League. However, the USA was not participants from the outset. The conclusion is therefore 
limited due to the partial address of the question. There is only one valid argument that directly addresses the question, therefore 
Level 3, a partial response.
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Question 2(a)

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is an excellent example of the candidate readily selecting and deploying relevant knowledge and using it to address the 
question. The first factor is evaluated using very accurate knowledge of events in the Balkans. Again, the Bosnian Crisis is used as 
the supporting example, but the accuracy is high in terms of relevant knowledge used; there is a clearly developed link between 
the information and the question. There are explanations to fully develop what the heightened tensions led to, rather than simply 
leaving it at ‘and this caused tension.’ Likewise, Great Britain’s foreign policy is dealt with accurately. The alliances are developed 
as a cause for international problems, creating a ‘toxic’ atmosphere, one of ‘mistrust’ where the ‘slightest provocation’ could have 
disastrous consequences. 

There is a clear judgement, however the final argument is slightly diluted by the final comment on the ‘hypothetical’ issue, and this 
point needed some further clarification.

Exemplar 2 (Low/Medium) Level 3, 4 marks

Page 3 of 14Print Script



Exemplar Candidate Work

15

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019

Page 4 of 14Print Script

Page 3 of 14Print Script



Exemplar Candidate Work

16

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019

Page 5 of 14Print Script

Page 4 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
A clear example of how both factors are analysed in a partial way. The response identifies a relevant point relating to problems in 
international relations caused by the foreign policy of Austria-Hungary. The Bosnian Crisis is given as an example of aggression that 
caused tension in the Balkans, particularly with Russia. This example could be more developed in terms of specific knowledge used 
but it does show some awareness of the factor, albeit in a slightly limited way. The second factor, the foreign policy of Great Britain 
is dealt with in a similar way, although more simplistic. The Arms Race between Germany and Great Britain is cited. Again, there is 
not extensive knowledge used here, or detailed development to explain the exact role of the Arms Race in causing problems. Then 
the discussion of Britain’s role in the Entente, and the attempted comparison between the factors is limited. Hence, a reasonable 
judgement is not formed, the prior knowledge and development being too limited to create a valid judgement.
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Question 2(b)

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 18 marks
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Examiner commentary
There is no introduction. Instead, the response immediately starts by dealing with the named factor, the Great Depression. 
The argument is clearly developed to explain the links between the economic downturn and the rise in extremism; Hitler’s 
determination to come to power allowed him to take advantage of the Depression. The second factor, appeasement, is also dealt 
with accurately. A range of examples is used to show how Hitler became emboldened by the Anglo-French pursuit of appeasement. 
Again, this argument finished with an interim judgement to outline that appeasement was a cause, but Hitler’s aggression was more 
important. Appeasement was a policy designed to pacify yet Hitler was not willing to stop his expansionism where other nations 
deemed it reasonable. The final factor to be evaluated, Hitler’s aggressive foreign policy, is clearly stated as the most important cause 
of the Second World War. There follows a very detailed explanation of why the actions taken by Hitler were aggressive and likely to 
lead to conflict. 

The conclusion compares the three factors and make links between them to assess their relative significance. The weight of 
evidence used is sufficient to make aggressive German nationalism, and the actions of Hitler the key cause. Therefore, the response is 
a Level 6 response because all three arguments contain relevant knowledge and are fully developed to address the demands of the 
question. Interim judgements are convincing and well-stated; a consequence of the quality of relevant information and explanation 
that precedes each judgement made. 
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Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
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qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between 
the specification and a resource please contact us at:  
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programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 
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