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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1(a)

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 5, 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
Both factors are clearly evaluated. The impact of the World War is analysed in numerous ways, with the political impact explained 
well, particularly with reference to the further polarisation in politics and the pressure endured by the coalition governments. The 
economic costs are clearly explained, as is the social impact, with reference to the disaster at Caporetto. Therefore, the first factor is 
analysed in some detail. 

The second factor, the role of Mussolini, is effectively evaluated regarding his role in lending stability to Italy by ending the unstable 
coalition politics of compromise. Mussolini’s role is not evaluated in as much breadth or depth as World War I. The conclusion 
clearly states that the First World War was the major threat to stability as it was a catalyst for prevailing weaknesses. This is a valid 
development based on prior arguments. The disproportionate focus on the Great War lends itself to a little unevenness, hence, Level 
5, 8 marks. 
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Question 1(b)

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 20 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction identifies the three areas of analysis within the response: Mussolini’s desire to ameliorate the PPI as a political 
opponent; Church endorsement of Fascism and the removal of the Church as a competing influence in Italian society. A clear view 
of success is also outlined, hence, the introduction is relevant and focused on meeting the demands of the question. 

The initial argument is a detailed evaluation of Mussolini’s success in ameliorating the political influence of the Church. The initial 
reforms made by Mussolini, and the Lateran Treaty are used to explain reasons behind this success. However, there is a caveat, 
relating to the Church becoming outspoken when certain matters arose.

The Church endorsement of Fascism is also clearly evaluated, again, pertaining to the effects of the Lateran Treaty, but also the 
invasion of Abyssinia and the anti-Semitism of the latter years. The explanation of these events is directly related to the question of 
success and failure and is accurately relayed using detailed information in support. 

The final argument is a decisive account of how and why Mussolini was unable to remove Church influence. The conclusion is very 
lengthy and summative in places. However, it does also build upon prior arguments. 

Overall, the response provides a consistent and accurate focus on the question with interim judgements throughout. 



Exemplar Candidate Work

11

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 3, 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction outlines some of the historic issues between state and Papacy and gives the view that Mussolini created policies to 
address this. There is a view that this created stability, but the introduction would benefit from clearly outlining the specific factors/
events that caused aspects of success and failure in Mussolini’s policy towards the Church. Such introductions, which are largely 
illustrative, do little to enhance the quality of the response. 

The arguments are a little confusing in their delivery. There is some relevance regarding the cooperation that resulted between 
Church and State after the Lateran Treaty, and some relevance regarding the outpouring of criticism following the murder of 
Matteotti. There is also some relevance regarding the competition between the ONB and Catholic Action, and the notion of 
crusading in Africa. However, the arguments lack accuracy and are illustrative and under-developed in most places. This leads 
to every argument being unconvincing. The conclusion is a lengthy summary of previous points and reveals a response that is 
using some limited evidence to skirt around the core demands of the question. Hence, there is a lack of specificity in dealing with 
Mussolini’s policy towards the Church. The argument on the Lateran Treaty demonstrates this clearly. Overall, a partial response, at 
Level 3 because the ‘generally accurate and sometimes detailed knowledge and understanding’ of Level 4 cannot be applied. 
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Question 2(a)

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
The level of accuracy is high. When evaluating the impact of British foreign policy, key events like the Italian desire for ‘Mare Nostrum’, 
thwarted by the British in the Corfu incident of 1923, and the British opposition in Africa, eradicating the successes of the Italians in 
1911, are explained. There is also some development of a range of other relevant events.

The evaluation of German foreign policy, and its relative obstruction of Italian ambition, is explained through events like the 
Anschluss of 1938, erasing the success of Mussolini in preventing Anschluss in 1934. The Second World War is also cited as blocking 
Italian ambition by dragging them, ill-prepared into the conflict. 

The conclusion explains Britain’s role truly blocked Italian foreign policy by directly contradicting Mussolini’s aims and ambition. This 
is a valid statement and builds upon the accurate account of events. 

Exemplar 2 (Low) Level 3, 4 marks
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Examiner commentary
The conclusion is not convincing as the judgement does not build on specific and developed prior arguments. Both factors, the role 
of Britain and the role of Germany, are dealt with but in a general and unconvincing way. There is some relevant information relating 
to the topic but the generalised delivery, and limited connection between the information and the demands of the question, i.e. 
acting as an obstacle, show that both factors are dealt with in a partial way.
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Question 2(b)

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction demonstrates an impressive array of contextual knowledge, setting the scene for a divided Italy at the beginning 
of the question’s time-period of 1896. The distinction in differences in dialect, between the King’s Piedmontese and local dialects like 
Calabrian, and ‘real’ and ‘legal’ Italy, shows that the candidate is clearly aware of division. 

The initial focus on political divisions clearly supports the statement. Examples relate to Crispi, the events of Red Week, and the 
growing tensions between the workers and the confindustria, shows that the candidate is adept at using relevant and accurate 
terms in the development of their arguments. The following argument also clearly communicates further divisions, this time in 
foreign policy. The humiliation of Adowa, and the negative aspects of the Libyan campaign, are used to assess the impact of foreign 
policy on dividing society, those in support of aggressive foreign policy and the socialists, people like Mussolini, who criticised such 
campaigns from the pages of Avanti! Again, the candidate uses precise and detailed evidence with alacrity.

Critically, the next argument explains reasons for increased cohesion after 1896. This is necessary to develop a valid judgement 
relating to how far Italy became more divided in the years 1896 to 1915 as it portrays that there were some factors that caused unity. 
The response explains the increasing sense of Italian ‘nationhood’, with the divide between North and South diminishing, and the 
development of a common identify through language. 

The judgement supports the language used in earlier arguments. There is a clear weight and strength of evidence that points 
to increasing divisions after 1896. The conclusion justifies this view effectively by stating how the divisions are significant as they 
continued, into the future, precipitating events like Biennio Rosso and the Fascist rise to power in 1922. 
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