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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1(a)

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
This was a strong response to the question, with the candidate setting out a clear view in the introduction. When tackling 
unemployment the candidate goes beyond the obvious headline statistics of falling unemployment by considering real incomes 
and also by linking the issue to rearmament also. There is some excellent contextual knowledge of the public works programmes 
which is again linked to economic performance. Further detail here might have helped to clarify the type of work offered but the 
knowledge is good. The impressive feature of the answer is the linking of both factors and a direct comparison made between 
the two features before coming to an overall conclusion. The detail of who was removed from unemployment statistics also 
demonstrates a good understanding of the economic impact of unemployment policies on the economy. Similarly, rearmament 
is given comprehensive coverage with clear links made by to the impact of these policies on the economy. Knowledge is slightly 
thinner but the focus on the question and the clear judgements and links made between the factors mean that this is a Level 6 
response.

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 4, 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
This was a mid-level response, characterised by some uneven evaluation of both factors, and with the inclusion of some material 
that was outside the scope of the question. There was some attempt to directly compare the two factors in relation to the question 
and some relevant arguments about how each factor had an impact on the economy at the beginning of the answer. The material 
used to evaluate policies on unemployment is generally relevant and there is some discussion of how the Nazi figures were 
manipulated. The section on rearmament is less strong and there is some material that discusses the wartime economy which is 
irrelevant. There are a few relevant points made about the effects of rearmament but overall the evaluation is uneven. The overall 
judgement is also undeveloped and so Level 4 was appropriate for this response. 
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Question 1(b)

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 18 marks
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Examiner commentary
This was a strong response which was consistently analytical and focused on the issues in the question. A range of issues is 
discussed by the candidate including Nazi strengths, the weakness of opponents, Hitler’s personal strengths, the impact of the Great 
Depression and the failures of Weimar democracy. The candidate consistently assesses each factor in relation to the view established 
in the question and there is good support for each of the arguments noted. Links are made between factors and a feature of Level 6 
answers is the interim judgements made in the essay. These are not all fully developed, hence the mark is at the lower end of  
Level 6. The overall judgement is sound and supported, meaning that Level 6 is appropriate. 
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Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 4, 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
This was a medium level response which starts with the candidate outlining some of the major reasons why Hitler was appointed 
Chancellor in 1933. There is a vague reference to election results which needs development, with 1930 being the focus in the 
introduction rather than 1933. Other factors are also discussed although these read like a list at this stage and they are not directly 
linked back to the question nor assessed against each other. There is some discussion of Von Papen and Von Schleicher, although 
this is quite illustrative at times and not well-focused on the issues in the question. There is also a reference to the 1933 election 
which is outside the scope of the question. The response also considers the weaknesses of Weimar and, although there is some 
illustration and reference to material that is tangential to the question given, the answer improves towards the end with specific and 
valid references to the weaknesses of Nazi opposition. The answer is generally focused on the issues in the question although these 
are undeveloped and so a Level 4 was given for this response. 
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Question 2(a)

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 5, 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
This was a strong response to this particular question with the candidate considering both factors in the question. For total war 
there is concentration on the increases to production and the impact on the population as well as the changes to the Nazi policy 
on working women. There are some gaps but these two aspects are generally covered well. The impact of Allied bombing is also 
considered in some detail and the candidate analyses this particularly well, supporting their analysis with detailed statistics in terms 
of impact on the economy and in terms of morale. The judgement is clear and falls into line with the rest of the answer, which 
although not perfect is focused enough to be given a mark in Level 5. 
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Exemplar 2 (Low) Level 3, 4 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate produces a basic response which considers both factors in this answer. There is some knowledge of Hamburg used 
although figures are underestimated but other factors are unsupported and there is also some assertion. The coverage of total war is 
also partial with some discussion of its impact on social and working conditions but without specific contextual support. The focus 
of the answer is on impact but as support is limited the answer makes only a basic judgement on the question and so was given a 
Level 3 mark. 



Exemplar Candidate Work

22

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019

Question 2(b)

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 18 marks
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Examiner commentary
The answer is characterised by a thematic approach to the question set. The introduction sets out an initial thesis and the candidate 
defines the areas that the response is going to examine. 

The answer begins by tackling economic transformation through the 5 year plans and considers their effectiveness with an initial 
discussion of the ‘brain drain’ being used to demonstrate the lack of effectiveness of such reforms. Land reforms and collectivisation 
are also analysed and the candidate supports their analysis with some detailed statistics. The candidate adopts a similar approach 
to social themes of women and youth reform, with the key characteristic being an excellent use of supporting detail to substantiate 
the points made. The analysis of opposition and specifically the 1953 Uprising is clear and acts as another counterbalance to the 
main argument with the candidate linking its failure to the apparatus of state surveillance through the Stasi. As the answer is 
consistently focused on the demands of the question and the line of reasoning is clear, this was given a mark in in Level 6. 

Exemplar 2 (Low) Level 2, 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction to the answer starts off with the reasonable supposition that there was a transformation socially, politically and 
economically and the thematic approach was appropriate for this question. This is followed by some description of Marshall Aid in 
the west which is not fully geared towards the demands of this question. General although relevant comments follow on some of 
the social transformation that took place in the GDR with some discussion of women and religion but this is not substantiated with 
specific detail. The answer does try to remain focused on the question but detail lacks clarity as seen in the section on economic 
changes which is on topic but undeveloped with some assertion. The general nature of the response is relevant but knowledge and 
understanding are limited and so the answer was given a mark in Level 2. 
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