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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1 (a)

Exemplar 1 Level 6, 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is a strong response to the question, with the candidate setting out a clear view in the introduction, outlining their position on 
both factors. When tackling Dien Bien Phu the candidate begins with the impact of the battle and the results of the Geneva Accords 
and then moves on to discuss the US attitude towards the French and the significance of the battle itself using sound contextual 
support. The treatment of the Gulf of Tonkin incident is also discussed in detail and the candidate is clear about the significance of 
this event. There is some excellent contextual knowledge surrounding the incident and subsequent resolution. The conclusion has a 
direct comparison of the significance of both events and there is a clear judgement, meaning that this answer is placed in Level 6. 
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Exemplar 2 Level 2, 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This answer achieves a Level 2 mark. This means that there is some partial analysis and evaluation, although this is at the lower end 
of the level. The introduction is quite general in its approach with no real focus on the importance of each factor in relation to the 
involvement of the USA. 

There is some discussion of Dien Bien Phu and there is acknowledgement that for the USA, this demonstrated the expansion of 
communism and the need to become more involved in Vietnam. The candidate does mistake the Viet Minh for the Viet Cong and 
there is some simplistic description of French involvement and the decision to leave Vietnam but this is undeveloped. There is no 
reference to the political concerns of Eisenhower or expanding Chinese influence however. The Gulf of Tonkin incident is also treated 
in a similar fashion although the candidate does attempt to show how this incident was more significant for American involvement. 
There is implicit reference to the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution but this is again undeveloped and it is not explicitly discussed. There is 
also no reference to domestic pressures or the presidential campaign. The resulting judgement is therefore quite basic and so the 
response is given a mark in Level 2. 
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Question 1 (b)

Exemplar 1 Level 6, 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is a strong response which is consistently analytical and which focuses on the issues in the question. The introduction is 
clear and precise, setting Chinese intervention against a range of other issues, including the weaknesses of American troops, 
environmental factors and political tensions in America. There is strong, detailed consideration of Chinese intervention with good 
contextual knowledge and some thoughtful analysis of whether this was the most important factor by examining areas where 
the Chinese troops were less successful. This factor is then compared to the failures of American intelligence, the weaknesses of 
American and South Korean troops, tensions between Truman and MacArthur and also the strength of North Korean troops. The 
approach is consistently analytical and the support for each factor is generally very good, although some factors are treated more 
thoroughly than others, for example environmental factors are mentioned but not fully developed. Links are made between factors 
and a feature of Level 6 answers is the interim judgements made in the essay. These are not all fully developed, hence the mark is at 
the lower end of Level 6. The overall judgement is sound and supported meaning that Level 6 is appropriate. 
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Exemplar 2 Level 5, 14 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is a higher mid-level response which starts with the candidate discussing Chinese intervention and its impact on the war but 
the alternative viewpoint is not developed. The candidate actually begins by examining the lack of support from the US prior to the 
Inchon Landings and there is some discussion of the strengths of the North. The argument has some description but the overall 
direction of this point is in line with the question. There is also a discussion of MacArthur and the answer demonstrates the splits that 
the invasion of the North engendered. The line of reasoning is fairly clear although there is some description and so the argument 
is a little uneven in its approach. There are one or two factual errors and there is also a rather limited section on the Paris Peace talks 
but the answer again improves with a discussion of US morale and the Korean terrain. There are significant omissions but there is a 
mostly consistent focus on the question and the line of reasoning is sound so the response is given a low Level 5 mark. 
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Question 2 (a)

Exemplar 1 Level 6, 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is an excellent response which dealt with both factors thoroughly before arriving at a supported judgement. The answer starts 
with a clear hypothesis that Kim Il Sung was more to blame and then the answer considers his ambitions to reunify Korea and his 
courting of support from Stalin as well as discussing the support he received. The decision to invade the South forms a significant 
strand of this argument and the candidate clearly expresses the aggressive nature of the North’s ambitions here. The answer also 
considers the role of Rhee but follows the line of argument established in the first part of the answer by suggesting that this was 
less important than the role of Kim Il Sung. The nationalism of Rhee is analysed as is his attempt to persuade the US to support his 
ambitions. These factors are evaluated and compared with the role of the North. The candidate supports both factors with good 
detail and the judgement is consistent with the rest of the answer meaning that Level 6 is given. 
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Question 2 (b)

Exemplar 1 Level 5, 15 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction to the answer starts off with the reasonable supposition that Johnson had no alternative but to escalate 
involvement due to the actions of his predecessors. The answer does not offer an alternative to this in the introduction. There is a 
mostly consistent focus on the question throughout the answer and the candidate uses some impressive detail in support of the 
argument. The answer firstly considers the role of Eisenhower and offers some explanation of his role and discusses the creation of 
SEATO although this is not developed in relation to Johnson’s decision and the link is made implicitly. The Domino effect is covered 
and the candidate deals with this factor fairly convincingly and this is linked to the state of the conflict in South Vietnam. Kennedy’s 
actions are also considered as are the failures of Diem’s regime with some detailed support. Domestic political pressures are also 
well-handled. The treatment of the various factors and support is well developed, although the alternative views are largely ignored 
and so Level 5 is given for this response. 
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Exemplar 2 Level 2, 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
The answer starts off with a reasonable introduction which highlights the weakness of the South Vietnamese forces and the 
strength of the Viet Cong as reasons why the US had no choice but to escalate their involvement in the Vietnam War, whilst also 
acknowledging that there were domestic political pressures that also influence the decision. The answer then examines the Tet 
Offensive and there is description which is on topic but not specifically geared to the demands of the question. There is also some 
irrelevance on the creation of the Viet Cong. The answer attempts to consider the domestic pressures on Johnson, although the 
argument is slightly confused as to when and whether Johnson decided not to seek re-election. There is more description which is 
on topic although again not specifically linked to the question, for example on VC tactics and the use of tunnels. The conclusion is 
rather abrupt, perhaps indicating that the candidate ran out of time. Overall, the response does have  some relevant details on the 
war in Vietnam but it is not sufficiently geared to the demands of this question and so the response is given a mark in Level 2. 
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We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce.  By 
clicking on the ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure 
that our resources work for you.  When the email template pops 
up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click 
‘Send’.  Thank you.

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between 
the specification and a resource please contact us at:  
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: 
Square down and Square up: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of 
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance 
programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 
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The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.  
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

General qualifications
Telephone 01223 553998
Facsimile 01223 552627
Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

www.ocr.org.uk

OCR Customer Support Centre

Looking for a resource?
There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources 
for your qualification:

www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20liked%20the%20A%20Level%20History%20A%20Candidate%20Exemplar%20Work%20-%20Y222%20%28Summer%202018%29
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20disliked%20the%20A%20Level%20History%20A%20Candidate%20Exemplar%20Work%20-%20Y222%20%28Summer%202018%29
http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:general.qualifications%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
www.ocr.org.uk
http://www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

	Contents
	Introduction
	Introduction
	Question 1 (a)
	Question 1 (b)
	Question 2 (a)
	Question 2 (b)

