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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1(a)

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
This was a strong response to the question, with the candidate setting out a clear view in the introduction. When tackling the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan the candidate demonstrates some excellent contextual knowledge and concentrates on the impact of the 
invasion rather than simply describe the details. There is some impressive knowledge of American policy and the candidate is able 
to demonstrate how the process of Détente was ended by the invasion. Perhaps there could be a little more on how relations were 
already beginning to sour might have added to this section of the answer. Another impressive feature of the answer is the linking 
of both factors and a direct comparison made between the two features before coming to an overall conclusion. The election of 
Reagan is given comprehensive coverage with clear links made by to the impact of this to the development of a new Cold War. 
There is some impressive knowledge of Reagan’s ideology and policies and the candidate links this clearly to the question before 
coming to a clear and supported judgement. This was given a mark in Level 6 as a result.
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Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 4, 5 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate establishes a view at the beginning of the answer and starts by considering the impact of Reagan’s presidency. Valid 
comments are made about the increases in military expenditure and there are some unsupported comments about his rhetoric and 
its impact on relations between the USA and Soviet Union. The treatment of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and the response of 
the USA is sound although it could be further developed as there are some unsupported comments on the lasting consequences 
of this action. The candidate does attempt to demonstrate how the Cold War is affected and as such both factors are considered, 
although there is some unevenness, and so the answer was placed at the bottom of Level 4.
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Question 1(b)

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 5, 16 marks
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Examiner commentary
This was a well-written response that clearly sets out an initial thesis in the introduction. The candidate takes the counter-view to 
the question that it was in fact Soviet actions that precipitated the end of the Cold War. Gorbachev and his policies of Glasnost and 
Perestroika are analysed and the candidate ensures that these ideas are explored in relation to the question, and demonstrates how 
these policies led to a weakening grip on control by the Soviet government. Perhaps some additional support on Glasnost might 
have helped to clarify this point but in general it is well argued. The candidate also considers Reagan and his policies and there is 
some good knowledge of the SDI programme and its impact on the Soviet economy. The impressive feature of this essay is the 
continual linkage to the question and the analysis of the impact of these ideas on the end of the Cold War. Afghanistan is also noted, 
although this might have been developed further with reference to the Soviet involvement. Finally the candidate considers the key 
features of the Soviet economy. There are some relevant points but the occasional lapse meant that this section was less developed. 
However the argument has a coherent structure and is well-supported and so the answer was placed at the top of Level 5. 
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Exemplar 2 (Low/Medium) Level 3, 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate establishes a view at the beginning of the question and there is a clear two-sided debate noted. Reagan’s views are 
made clear and the candidate explains how Reagan’s determination to put pressure on the Soviet Union had an impact on the 
Cold War, although the evidence for this particular argument is undeveloped. References to Gorbachev are slightly vague following 
this and although the argument might have been relevant the candidate fails to establish the link between the first and second 
argument here. There are some relevant comments on Perestroika and Glasnost which are supported by some relevant evidence 
but these are again not fully developed. Finally ether is an attempt to place the argument in a longer term perspective but the 
comments are largely assertions without substantiated support. Overall the question certainly has a partial focus but support is 
somewhat lacking in places and so the answer was placed at the bottom of Level 3. 
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Question 2(a)

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
This was an excellent response which thoroughly analysed both factors before reaching a valid and supported judgement. The 
candidate starts the answer by recognising that there were both long and short term tensions caused by the post-war division of 
Germany and links these to the Blockade and Berlin Airlift. There is good contextual support from the discussions at Potsdam as well 
as a discussion of the respective characters of Stalin and Truman. Economic development is also discussed with a clear link to how 
this led to tensions between the USSR and the West. Knowledge is used well here and the candidate supports their analysis with 
good detail. The short term tensions caused by the Berlin Blockade are considered in relation to these longer term tensions and the 
candidate is able to demonstrate a clear and well-argued logic that the airlift was both a propaganda victory for the West as well as a 
source of military tension. The judgement is clear with the candidate arguing that the longer term tensions caused by the division of 
Germany outweigh the short term tensions of the Blockade. The quality of argument and support meant that this was placed at the 
top of Level 6. 

Exemplar 2 (Low) Level 3, 4 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is quite a descriptive answer, particularly when analysing the impact of the division of Berlin after WW2. There is some implicit 
understanding of how the division created tension but this is not explored or supported with contextual support. There is a limited 
investigation of how tensions were raised between the allies and so the understanding of this particular aspect of the question is 
only partial. The treatment of the Berlin Blockade is better but again it might have benefited from further investigation into how 
tensions were raised. The candidate clearly explains Stalin’s actions and the response from the USA and so there is certainly some 
partial understanding, but perhaps some mention of the potential military consequences of this event might have proved fruitful. As 
such the coverage of both issues was partial and so the answer was placed into Level 3. 
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Question 2(b)

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 20 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is an excellent response which clearly set out its thesis in an impressive introduction which examines the question and sets 
out a line of reasoning. The impressive feature of the essay is how the candidate maintains this line of reasoning throughout the 
question. The candidate uses the outcome of the Cuban Missile Crisis to demonstrate the thawing of tensions and then argues 
that the improvements made in arms limitation talks throughout the period were in fact rather limited and meant that there was 
limited improvement in tensions as a result of these acts. This argument is supported by good contextual knowledge and the 
candidate uses SALT II to demonstrate the limited progress of these reforms. The candidate then considers the alternative view by 
demonstrating improvements in terms of relations in Europe with a discussion of Ostpolitik and other relevant trade agreements, 
although consistently examining areas where improvements were limited for example in the Helsinki Accords. The candidate 
continues their analysis of relations via Soviet actions including the Brezhnev Doctrine and the invasion of Afghanistan, but 
consistently retains focus on the line of reasoning established in the introduction. The quality of contextual support and analysis is 
excellent and supported judgement is well-developed and in line with the rest of the essay meaning that this was given a clear Level 
6 mark, at the top of the band. 

Exemplar 2 (Low) Level 2, 5 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer was placed into Level 2. In essence the answer is rather descriptive and the points made are not developed and lead 
to a disjointed analysis of the question. The candidate starts with a weak introduction which considers only the deterioration of 
relations following the 1979 invasion of Afghanistan and an n assertion about whether this would have happened if relations had 
been stronger. There is a limited consideration of the alternative view that, in fact, there were some improvements in relations. The 
candidate then considers 3 factors. There is a simplistic treatment of the ending of the Space Race which is unsupported. There is 
also a stand-alone comment made about the Vietnam War and its ending although there is only a limited attempt to link this to the 
question. Finally a valid comment is made about the signing of SALT 1 and demonstrates an awareness of the alternative view but 
this is not fully developed. As the candidate has attempted to address the question and there is consideration of more than one 
view the answer was placed into Level 2. There are elements of description and knowledge and understanding is limited. 
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