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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Y306/01 Jun18© OCR 2018

SECTION A

Read the two passages and then answer Question 1.

1 Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more 
convincing as an explanation of the impact of the Pilgrimage of Grace.  [30]

Passage A

Historians have dealt with the significance of the Pilgrimage of Grace by asking themselves questions 
such as, ‘How serious a threat was it to Henry VIII?’ The King himself made a determined effort to 
persuade people that it was merely a little local difficulty. However, recent commentators have 
disagreed strongly but the fact remains that the rebellion achieved nothing directly. It has even been 
claimed that, by making a further rebellion very unlikely, the Pilgrimage strengthened Henry’s hand and 
made it possible for him to continue with the policies that had sparked off the uprising. After all, the 
dissolution of the major monasteries in 1538 made the dissolutions of 1536 seem almost insignificant. 
However, the contention that the Pilgrimage of Grace hastened the demise of the way of life it was 
attempting to safeguard is a little harsh. Henry had proved time and time again that he was prepared to 
follow policies that were dear to him almost whatever the opposition, and it is unlikely that because his 
potential opponents had been defeated in 1536 he pursued more radical policies in the rest of his reign 
than he otherwise would have done.

 Adapted from K. Randell, Henry VIII and the Government of England, published in 2001.

Passage B

When agreement was reached on 6 December 1536 with the Duke of Norfolk, at Doncaster, it appeared 
as if the rebels had achieved their aims. There is certainly a great deal to support this view. The pilgrims 
agreed to disperse peacefully: surely this would not have happened if they did not believe they had 
secured their goals? What happened to the specific aims of the pilgrims? The government certainly 
made concessions. It is because of these concessions, and as a gesture of respect to the King, that 
the rebels chose to accept the truce. More importantly, we should examine the second appointment 
the rebels had with royal representatives in December. Firstly, we need to remember that the initiative 
for this meeting came from the government because their policy had failed. This offer represented a 
massive climb down. The government allowed a free and general pardon absolving all participants. 
The government had been pressured into accepting the demands of the pilgrims by the existence of 
nine separate hosts, creating a huge force and the fear that if the negotiations failed the rebels, under 
compulsion from the commons, would rehost, march on London and – as in 1381 and 1450 – achieve 
their goals by military force. The overall conclusion is best left to Michael Bush ‘In these respects, then, 
the formation of the pilgrim armies in October 1536 has to be appreciated not only as a spectacular 
achievement in itself but also as a major influence upon religious, political, fiscal and agrarian changes 
of the time’.

 Adapted from N. Fellows, The Pilgrimage of Grace, published in 2000.
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers a brief overview of the two passages and a view as to which is more convincing. Immediately the response uses 
detailed own knowledge to test the main view of Passage A that the rebellion achieved nothing directly. This approach continues 
in examining the dissolution, where again the answer displays a good depth of detail to support the argument. The response is 
balanced with the answer arguing that there is some evidence that challenges the view that it achieved nothing and again there is 
depth to the support. Although not required, the answer proceeds to make a judgement about the argument in the passage and 
again this is well supported. Similarly, in dealing with Passage B the response uses a range of contextual knowledge to support the 
view put forward and this continues through the discussion on B. There is sound knowledge used with Bigod’s rising to support the 
passage, but the response also considers some of the successes to show that some of the other demands were met and that the 
passage does have some limitations. Again, as with Passage A, a judgement is reached. Finally, an overall judgement based on the 
evaluation is met. The response has used a range of detailed knowledge and the focus is clearly on evaluation taking the response 
into Level 6, but it does not go to the very top as there are some issues, such as agrarian matters in B that could have been picked up 
on.

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 4, 16 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph does offer an overview about the two passages, but it is quite generalised. Passage A is explained with 
the answer picking up on the main arguments. In dealing with Passage A the approach is heavily explanatory with only limited 
knowledge used at the very end of the paragraph. Similarly, in dealing with Passage B the approach is heavily explanatory at 
the start, but there is some knowledge used on Page 4 which takes the response from Level 3 into Level 4. This evaluation is not 
sustained and the response returns to a more explanatory approach. The lack of knowledge used to test the two passages means 
that the answer just reaches Level 4 and to go higher Passage A would need to be evaluated using contextual knowledge. 

Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 3, 13 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response focuses almost entirely on explanation and in this instance the treatment of Passage B is particularly limited which 
keeps the response in Level 3. The opening does offer a view as to which is more convincing, but is limited in its development. In 
dealing with Passage A the focus is explanatory and although the response keeps stating that the view is valid no real evidence 
is provided to support the claim, leaving the attempts at evaluation to be little more than assertion. The only possible use of 
contextual knowledge is at the very end when the response mentions that henry continued to dissolve the monasteries, but as 
this is not developed or fully explained it will not take the answer into the next level. The treatment of Passage B is very superficial 
with little of the argument put forward considered or explained and this is why the response is in the middle of the level rather than 
towards the top. In order to go higher within the level there would need to be much fuller treatment of B. 
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Page 6 of 18Print Script

23/08/2018https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=739...

Page 7 of 18Print Script

23/08/2018https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=739...



Exemplar Candidate Work

14

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019

Page 7 of 18Print Script

23/08/2018https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=739...

Page 8 of 18Print Script

23/08/2018https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=739...



Exemplar Candidate Work

15

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019

Page 9 of 18Print Script

23/08/2018https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=739...

Page 8 of 18Print Script

23/08/2018https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=739...

Page 10 of 18Print Script

23/08/2018https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=739...



Exemplar Candidate Work

16

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019

Page 10 of 18Print Script

23/08/2018https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=739...

Examiner commentary
The opening offers a clear view and is aware of different types of rebellion and puts forward a view as to whether they were mono 
or multi-causal. In dealing with dynastic rebellions the response makes comparisons across the period and shows that although 
the reasons for the rebellions may have changed they remained mono-causal. The argument is well supported, and the paragraph 
concludes with an interim judgement. Religious rebellions are compared and shown to be multi-causal and detailed knowledge is 
used to support the argument, leading to an interim judgement. In considering social an economic unrest the response again draws 
on a wide range of examples and makes comparisons across the period to show that they had more than one cause. This allows a 
supported overall judgement to be reached. The response displays synthesis throughout the answer which takes it into Level 6, but 
the judgements need to be further substantiated if the answer is to go higher.

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 5, 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers a view about the issue in the question and attempts to rank rebellions according to how multi-causal they 
were. The response starts by considering dynastic rebellions where the argument and understanding of the question is somewhat 
limited, focusing more on the composition of armies and trying to suggest that there were factional aims of putting an overseas 
ruler on the throne, which is less convincing. However, as the paragraph proceeds the focus becomes stronger, the Lady Jane Grey 
rising is handled well and there is some limited comparison with the Northern Earls. This allows a supported conclusion that shows 
a limited awareness of change and continuity to be reached. The issue of religious rebellions is well focused and there is some 
limited comparison between the Pilgrimage and the Western. The response argues that socio-economic rebellions were the least 
multi-causal, pointing to the taxation unrest, which is valid and these are compared with Kett’s rebellion, which the response does 
acknowledge was multi-causal. The response does pick up on the limited interim judgements to make an overall judgement. The 
answer has shown some limited comparison of rebellions and this limited synthesis takes the response into Level 5, but would need 
to be much more strongly developed if it was to go higher. 

Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 3, 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers a very general view in relation to the question but provides no support for the claim. The response starts by 
considering economic rebellions, looking at taxation as cause. These rebellions are explained and there is a very limited link made 
between Yorkshire and the Cornish, but no support is provided to support the latter. Each rebellion is treated individually and their 
cause is often just asserted rather than explained in any depth, as seen with the Amicable Grant. The response then examines 
rebellions which it claims had more than one cause and there is some explanation of the Western Rebellion, but again it drifts 
towards assertion. Wyatt’s rebellion is briefly mentioned, but there is some acknowledgement that the Pilgrimage had a number of 
causes, but again the comments are not substantiated. The conclusion is not well supported and again is largely limited to assertion. 
The response has some explanation and shows some awareness of the issues, but the explanation is lacking in support which is 
typical of Level 3. The response would need more detailed evidence to back up the claims if it was to go higher in the level or into 
Level 4.
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Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 22 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers a view that the reasons why nobles took part in rebellions changed dramatically in England, but less so in Ireland. 
It offers a brief explanation for this development. The opening paragraph explains why nobles took part in rebellions during the 
reign of Henry VII and in the following paragraph explains how and why this changed. The response argues that this led to factional 
disputes, which replaced dynastic considerations as the main cause of unrest and draws examples and makes comparisons from 
across the period, showing synthesis which is well developed at the end of the paragraph. The response also argues that the 
economic position of some nobles encouraged unrest and again a comparison is made between the Northern Earls and Essex. 
The response also makes good comparison between England and Ireland, something that is not often picked up on. The response 
shows a good understanding of developments in Ireland and why nobles became involved and is able to support this by reference 
to a range of risings. The response reaches a supported judgement and makes clear the distinction between England and Ireland. 
There is developed synthesis in most of the response, although to reach the very top it would need to be present throughout and 
this is not the case at the start. 
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers a very limited and generalised view about the issue in the question. The response offers some explanation as to 
why nobles took part in the Pilgrimage and this, along with the reasons why Essex rebelled are only partially explained. This trend 
of limited explanation is also seen in the paragraph on political motives with only a brief consideration of both Lady Jane Grey and 
the Warbeck rising. The response then drifts from the question and looks at why rebels did not take part before reaching a limited 
conclusion. The response shows partial focus on the question and is therefore typical of Level 3. The depth of knowledge used to 
support the explanation is limited, but the response is more than descriptive and therefore cannot be put in Level 2. In order to go 
higher within the level or move up a level there would need to be a wider range of issues and greater depth of support. 
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Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 4, 13 marks

Examiner commentary
The opening has some focus on the question, aware of the problems monarchs faced and the methods they used, but does not 
offer a view as to whether they were effective. The response considers whether using spies and informers was effective and some 
comparison is made between the different rulers but in terms of dealing with actual rebellions the argument is somewhat limited. 
The same is seen in how they issued instructions and again, although comparisons are made the answer would benefit from 
showing how effective this was in actually dealing with the rebellions. The response considers the use of nobility in putting down 
unrest and as with previous issues the focus on the actual question of effectiveness in dealing with the rebellions could be stronger 
even though there is some comparison as to the actions taken. There is stronger focus when the effectiveness of buying time is 
considered and sound comparisons are made across the period. There is also some discussion as to how effective retribution was 
and some comparisons are made but the synthesis is not well developed. The treatment of Irish unrest is not developed and there is 
some explanation as to how government legislation was used in response, but this is less-well linked to the issue of effective. There 
is a judgement, but this would benefit from further substantiation. The response shows a good knowledge of how the government 
responded to unrest but the precise focus on whether these methods were effective is somewhat uneven, with some good sections. 
There is some comparison across the period, which is why the answer reaches Level 5, but this would need to be developed and 
there to be stronger focus on the question for Level 6 to be reached.
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Examiner commentary
The opening notes that monarchs used a variety of methods to deal with unrest and provides some examples to show the 
range and at the end offers a view that these were mostly effective. The response is rather descriptive of the measures, seen in 
the paragraph on the use of force where attempts at explanation or analysis are very limited. The use of advisors by monarchs is 
explained and again the response draws on a good range of examples. However, there are also some quite descriptive pieces within 
this part and the concluding comment is limited. The same is seen when discussing buying time. The response is heavily descriptive 
with only limited explanation until the end of the paragraph. This is also repeated when the response considers retribution. The 
conclusion does reach an explained judgement with some support. The response does contain a significant amount of description, 
but there is some explanation and argument but the level of support helps take the response from Level 3 to the lower end of Level 
4, but to go higher within the level there would need to be much greater depth to the explanation. 
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Examiner commentary
The opening simply lists some methods used by the government to deal with unrest. In considering consultation with advisors the 
response relies heavily on assertion with very little evidence to support any of the claims made that they were effective in helping 
to put down the unrest. In discussing the difficulties in raising troops the response is very general and attempts to use knowledge is 
often confused. There is some knowledge shown when the response looks at buying time and using spies, but much of this is simply 
imparted and there is no real link to the idea of effectiveness. The use of local nobility and gentry is considered very briefly and the 
support is again limited. The response appears to run out of time as there is no conclusion. The response has a limited focus on the 
question and there is not a strong link back to the issue of effective. The supporting knowledge is limited but does try and address 
the question hence Level 2 and not Level 1 which would be more on the topic, but to go higher the response would need much 
more supporting detail. 
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