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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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SECTION A

Read the two passages and then answer Question 1.

1 Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more 
convincing as an explanation of the reasons why Philip of Spain launched the Armada in 1588.

 [30]

Passage A

Religion was the key issue in the Netherlands. The antipathy between the Netherlands and their distant 
ruler was sparked and fed by religious differences, and Philip felt inadequately supported by the Pope 
as he struggled to save the souls of his Dutch subjects. The Pope was more enthusiastic when it came 
to what Philip called the ‘Enterprise of England’, which adopted many of the characteristics of a crusade. 
In 1567, Philip went against established diplomatic protocol when he ordered the English ambassador 
in Madrid to cease his private Protestant worship and to accept Catholic Mass. The expulsion of the 
ambassador is seen by some as the first stage in the English-Spanish hostility which was to last 
throughout the rest of the reign. The Pope had wanted to excommunicate Elizabeth in 1563, but Philip 
dissuaded him, arguing she would be persuaded to resume the practice of true religion. Philip did not 
approve of the Bull Regnans in Excelsis, which eventually excommunicated Elizabeth in 1571, but by 
then it had become clear that only a force of arms would rescue England from heresy. In that same 
year Philip wrote ‘I am so keen to achieve the consummation of this enterprise, I am so attached to it in 
my heart, and I am so convinced that God our Saviour must embrace it as his own cause, that I cannot 
be dissuaded.’ The Armada, when it finally sailed in 1588, had more priests than doctors, its banners 
blessed by the Pope and the confidence of Catholic Christendom behind it. Reaction to the bad news 
as it trickled in took the form of prayers and masses, as if a miracle would be granted if demanded with 
sufficient passion. Indeed, the English perceived the defeat of the Armada to be a Protestant miracle.

 Adapted from J. Hunt, Spain 1474–1598, published in 2001.

Passage B

The rationale for sending the Armada was most authoritatively summed up by the Council of State in 
January 1588: ‘the enterprise should go ahead in the hope that God might favour such a just purpose 
as His Majesty has, taking it as His own, for this is the only way of assuring [the silver] that comes 
from the Indies and of freeing these coasts [of Iberia] from invasion and of giving security to Flanders, 
finishing by cutting once and for good the root of war there’. In the Council’s view, Spain was fighting a 
defensive war to stop the English from helping the Dutch rebels and attacking the Iberian coasts and 
Indies. The Dutch had resisted too long and it had cost Spain too much to fight them on land; if English 
aid was cut off the revolt in the Low Countries might be ended, or at the very least the rebels could 
be brought to the negotiating table. But there was no serious discussion of conquering or converting 
England: that was not a priority. The fleet would sail against England for military and strategic and not 
for religious reasons. 

 Adapted from P. Williams, Philip II, published in 2001.
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Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 28 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening provides a clear view as to which is more convincing and also offers a brief explanation as to why. It starts by explaining 
the view of Passage A. This is well developed before the answer starts to evaluate the passages using detailed contextual knowledge. 
The response remains consistently analytical and focused on the demands of the question. The response picks up on the main 
issues in the passage and each is well developed, explained and evaluated, allowing a judgement about the passage to be reached. 
In dealing with Passage B the argument is clear and again the response uses detailed contextual knowledge to evaluate the 
view offered. The evaluation is again well developed and sustained, although the confusion between Passage A and B makes the 
argument somewhat more difficult to follow. The judgement is sound and well developed, helping to take the answer towards the 
top of Level 6, but not to the very top as there are some elements where greater depth and analysis could be expected.

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 4, 16 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening briefly explains the views of the two passages but does not offer a view as to which is the more convincing. The 
opening paragraph explains Passage A and this explanatory approach continues in the second with only limited knowledge being 
used to test the view. The main focus continues to be explanation and this will impact on the final mark given. Passage B is treated 
in more superficial manner and again the focus is explanation with no real contextual knowledge being used. The conclusion does 
offer a view as to which is more convincing, but this has not really been supported by contextual knowledge in the main body of the 
response. The answer is largely explanation with limited use of knowledge, so it just reaches Level 4. In order to go higher Passage 
B would need to be treated in greater detail and there would also need to be far more use of contextual knowledge to evaluate the 
passages. 
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 24 marks
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Examiner commentary
This exemplar shows the kind of response that gets into the top part of Level 6. The opening paragraph shows that the response is 
in control of the material, aware of the tenets of foreign policy and able to suggest how the methods of upholding them changed 
over the period. The first main paragraph focuses on the issue of trade and is able to make comparisons across the period, drawing 
on the reigns of Henry VII, Henry VIII and Elizabeth I. The situation and the use of trade is clearly explained, and this allows a clear 
judgement to be reached. Similarly, in dealing with warfare, the response makes continuous comparisons across the period, allowing 
a strong and well supported argument to be developed. However, the answer does drift to irrelevance when the issue of other 
‘tools’ is considered as the question required only trade and warfare to be discussed. There are some attempts to compare marriage 
with warfare which partially brings the response back on track. The judgement is well developed and explained. There is mostly 
very good focus on the question, but the section on marriage did prevent the response from going to the very top, but the other 
qualities ensured that it was kept within Level 6.



Exemplar Candidate Work

14

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 4, 14 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening attempts to offer a view but suggests that the priority depended on the personality of the monarch. The response 
considers the issue of trade under Henry VII and there is some explanation as to how it was used. Trade during the reign of Elizabeth 
is also considered but any attempt at showing change or continuity is weak and the focus becomes more on whether trade or 
warfare was more important to Elizabeth. The issue of trade in the reigns of other monarchs is largely ignored and this limits the 
overall picture that the response provides. In dealing with warfare the response rather lists how warfare was used in the reigns of 
each monarch with no attempt at comparison, producing a list across the whole period. The response then proceeds to consider 
the issue of personalities and how that impacted on whether trade or warfare was used, but again there is no real synthesis. The 
conclusion does attempt to reach a judgement, but it is not very clear or convincing. The response does explain the role of both 
factors and remains mostly focused on the question, but the lack of comparison means that the response is placed in Level 4. There 
would need to be much more comparison across the period for it to reach Level 5. 

Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 3, 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers a clear view and provides a brief argument that Henry VIII was the only monarch who wanted to go to war. 
The opening paragraph on trade embargoes does offer some explanation as to their use, but the support is very limited. There is 
confusion in the next paragraph over the avoidance of war, confusing Mary Queen of Scots and Mary Tudor, and the material is not 
well linked to the question. Similarly, the next paragraph shows a lack of detailed knowledge and the argument is quite weak with 
only partial focus. The response does not really deal with how monarchs used war as an instrument of policy and thus the overall 
response is, at best, only a partial answer. There is some attempt at explanation, which is why it reaches Level 3, but the lack of 
consideration of war keeps it at the bottom of the level.
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 21 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening acknowledges that there were number of factors that led to the changing relations and offers a clear view as to 
which it considers to be the most important. The response starts by explaining what it considers to be the most important reason, 
national security, explaining how the situation changed over the period from one of going to war with Spain against France to war 
against Spain. The reason for the change is clearly explained and well supported and this allows the response to reach a supported 
judgement. The issue of trade is also clearly explained and again there is some comparison across the period, although this would 
benefit from greater comparison. However, the analysis is sound and again a supported judgement about its importance is reached. 
The final factor considered is religion and again comparisons across the period are made. This leads to an overall judgement based 
on the interim judgements. There is synthesis throughout which takes the response into Level 6, but to go higher within the level 
this would need to be further developed, as would the final judgement.

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 5, 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening shows an awareness of a good range of reasons for the decline in Anglo Spanish relations and offers a view as to the 
most important. The opening paragraph focuses on the question of religion and there is some limited comparison between the 
reigns of different monarchs, but it would benefit from greater development. The discussion about religion continues in the next 
paragraph and again some comparison is made, but not developed. Rivalry in the New World is discussed and the comparison 
between the reign of Elizabeth and other monarchs is limited. This is followed by a discussion of changing relations with France 
and although this is well explained the comparison is limited. This is ultimately linked back to the issue of religion and although 
the explanation and analysis is sound there is a lack of synthesis. The judgement does follow from the main body of the response 
and there is again some awareness of the changing situation across the period. The response displays a good understanding of the 
period and the factors that influenced relations, but it is weaker in terms of synthesis which is why it only just reaches Level 5. In 
order to go higher within the band the synthesis would require much more development. 

Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 3, 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening is aware of a number of issues that caused the deterioration in relations. The response adopts a chronological 
approach, focusing initially on the reign of Henry VII, where there is some sound knowledge and explanation. There is also some 
explanation of a decline under Henry VIII although the response fails to note that England often allied with Spain in this period. 
The comments about relations under Mary Tudor was limited and not developed. There is only limited consideration of the reign 
of Elizabeth and this is rather descriptive of what happened rather than focus on why and comparison with other periods. The 
conclusion offers a view but the attempt at a judgement is not convincing. The response shows some explanation, but there 
needs to be far greater focus on the later period if the answer is to really address the question and go into Level 4. There is some 
explanation but it needs further development. 
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Question 4

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 4, 15 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does argue that foreign policy had a greater impact on religious developments than any other domestic issue, but 
is also aware of the impact on other areas, such as trade and finance. The response attempts to link Henry’s divorce with religious 
change, but the argument is not convincingly linked to the question. However, it is slightly stronger when it argues that Mary’s 
foreign policy did lead to the re-establishment of Catholicism. There is also an unconvincing attempt to argue how foreign policy 
impacted religious developments under both Edward and Elizabeth. The response is much stronger when it considers the impact of 
foreign policy on trade, and is able to provide examples to support the argument and there are some hints of continuity across the 
period. However, the response does not really deal with the issue of finance that was raised at the start. The answer is mostly focused 
on the question and hence it reaches Level 4. The question attempts, unlike many responses that were seen, to deal with the named 
factor, but is stronger on other issues. If the response was to go into a higher level there would need to be better treatment of 
religion and coverage of other issues so that a more balanced judgement could be reached. There would also need to be greater 
evidence of comparison. 

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 3, 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response is aware that foreign policy had an impact on a number of domestic issues. The break with Rome is seen as a foreign 
policy issue and some explanation of its impact on domestic policy is considered, with the point about the threat of a crusade valid. 
The response then goes on to describe reform under the Protectors and Mary without really linking it to foreign policy. A few brief 
links are made when discussing aspects of Mary’s reign, but they do not give the impression that the response is being driven by 
the demands of the question. There is some explanation as to how foreign policy impacted political and dynastic developments, 
with reference to the Cleve marriage and to Perkin Warbeck but they are not well linked to the question. Trade and the issue of 
national security are also discussed. In considering trade support is thin and in discussing national security the answer focuses on 
how it hit finances, which is valid but would have been better as a separate point. The focus on the actual question is partial and 
the supporting knowledge is limited. If the response were to go to Level 4 there would need to be a much stronger focus on the 
question and more detailed support from across the period. 

Exemplar 3 (Medium) Level 2, 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response is not focused on the demands of the question and although the opening suggests it will look at how foreign policy 
impacted on religious developments, it is in fact approached the other way. The response describes how domestic developments 
impacted on foreign policy, considering the reigns of Henry VIII and Elizabeth I. The paragraph on Mary is not always easy to follow 
and is thin in content. There is some attempt to show how foreign policy impacted marriage proposals but the explanation is again 
very limited, although there is some understanding that marriage did drag England into war and resulted in the loss of Calais, but 
again this is the wrong way round given the actual question. The response attempts to show how foreign policy had an impact on 
protecting the dynasty, but this is also not well focused on the question. The named factor is scarcely addressed and the focus on 
the question is weak, suggesting limited understanding of the demands, hence it is placed in Level 2. In order for it to go higher 
the named factor would need more consideration, there would need to be evidence of greater understanding of the demands and 
more relevant knowledge to support the claims. 
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