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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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SECTION A

Read the two passages and then answer question 1.

1 Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more 
convincing as an explanation of Matthew Hopkins’ motives in the East Anglia witch hunt of  
1645–7. [30]

Passage A

A witch trial was a risky undertaking: costly in time and money, and liable to backfire if the defendant was 
acquitted. For a prosecution to gain momentum, plaintiffs had to be unusually confident or foolhardy, or 
unusually afraid or angry. John Rivet was the latter and did not hesitate to broadcast his convictions. 
Word spread quickly through the gossip networks of Manningtree and Mistley, and so reached the ears 
of a callow*, vainglorious** gentleman named Matthew Hopkins. For a younger son of a clergyman, 
whose life so far held few ambitions or adventures, the news was electrifying. At last Hopkins sensed 
a mission, a chance to make his mark. Although it is easy to imagine that he was sly and sarcastic, 
there is no reason to think him insincere in his convictions: a Calvinist belief in his own predestined 
salvation, and a loathing of witchcraft and idolatry as cancers at the heart of Christian society. And 
so, Rivet’s accusation focused his mind. Not that Hopkins lacked first-hand experience of witches – 
or so he said. For some time now, once every six weeks or so and always on a Friday night, he had 
been disturbed by eerie voices drifting over the fields near his house. Standing at his bedchamber he 
had caught snatches of conversation between the witches of Manningtree and their accomplices from 
neighbouring villages. Convinced that the witches had detected his spying, Hopkins later claimed that 
they had dispatched a bear-like spirit to kill him. He added that the coven had commanded some imps 
to assist a particular witch living in Manningtree: the name he overheard was that of an old widow, 
Elizabeth Clarke. 

* callow = immature
** vainglorious = arrogant

Adapted from M. Gaskill, Witchfinders, A Seventeenth Century English Tragedy, published in 2005.

Passage B

Hopkins was a devout Puritan, anxious to serve the Parliamentary cause and concerned about 
witchcraft. Hopkins, Stearne and several other local people sat with Clarke for several nights, waiting 
for her familiars to appear. Eventually, various creatures put in an appearance – a creature like a cat, 
an imp like a dog, another dog like a greyhound, followed by an imp like a ferret and another like a 
toad. Clarke now admitted that she had allowed the Devil the use of her body six or seven years before 
and implicated Anne West, a suspected witch from the nearby village of Lawford, in her confession.

By July 1645, Hopkins and Stearne had moved their witch-finding to Suffolk, Hopkins operating in the 
east of the county, Stearne in the west. The witch-finders chose their destinations carefully. While they 
preferred a written invitation, local knowledge did much to ensure they received a warm reception. 
Communities noted for their godly enthusiasm were most likely to find their way on to their itinerary, 
especially those where there had been much destruction of church images in 1643–4.

Hopkins and Stearne made obtaining admissions of guilt their business. They had the potential to earn 
more in a week than most people earned in a year. It has been suggested that this motivated their 
actions. But it remains likely that they were spurred on by religious conviction. [However], the costs to 
the local community of Hopkins’ work were such that in 1645 a special local tax rate had to be levied 
in Ipswich. The Aldeburgh witch-hunt was a severe drain on the town, costing a seventh of its annual 
expenses. Costs included Matthew Hopkins’ fees (£8).

Adapted from A. Farmer, The Witchcraze of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries, 
published in 2016.
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Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 28 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph provides an overview of the views of the two passages and makes a comment about the limitations 
of A. Passage A is thoroughly explained and the views are tested using detailed contextual knowledge, showing an in-depth 
understanding of the persecutions. This depth continues throughout the paragraph and allows a judgement to be reached, however 
the judgement about Passage A would benefit from greater development. The same approach is seen in handling Passage B. There 
is good explanation of the passage and application of contextual knowledge to test the views. The response is able to place the 
hunt in its wider context, although some contextual knowledge about the money Hopkins and Stearne made would support the 
argument further. An overall judgement is reached, but this would benefit from further development. The response is well focused 
and there is a high-level of evaluation which takes it to Level 6, but to reach the very top further judgement would be needed.

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 4, 19 marks

Page 3 of 18Print Script



Exemplar Candidate Work

8

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019

Page 3 of 18Print Script

Page 4 of 18Print Script



Exemplar Candidate Work

9

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019

Page 4 of 18Print Script

Page 5 of 18Print Script

Page 6 of 18Print Script



Exemplar Candidate Work

10

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019

Page 6 of 18Print Script

Page 7 of 18Print Script



Exemplar Candidate Work

11

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019

Page 7 of 18Print Script

Page 8 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
The opening outlines the views offered by the two passages without commenting on which view it considers to be the stronger. 
The response explains thoroughly the view of Passage A, picking up most of the issues raised, although there is some speculation 
about why Hopkins would be motivated as a result of living in a village. Some knowledge is used to test the view offered, but this 
is limited and not fully developed even though it is able to place the hunt in the wider context of the creation of godly societies. 
The response therefore concludes that it was Hopkins’ religious beliefs that motivated him. Similarly, in dealing with Passage B, 
the response explains the view offered and does provide some limited contextual knowledge about the Civil War to support the 
argument. However, as with Passage A, the contextual knowledge is limited and the focus is heavily on explanation. The response 
does reach a judgement, but this is only partially supported as the response lacks the depth of contextual knowledge. The response 
reaches Level 4 because there is some use of contextual knowledge to test the two passages, but for it to reach Level 5 this would 
need to be more developed.
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Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 3, 15 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening explains the views of the two passages and offers a view as to which it finds more convincing. The response explains 
the two passages and in dealing with Passage A, it considers a range of issues. However, the focus is on explanation with only a very 
brief and simple reference to any contextual knowledge. Similarly, the focus in dealing with Passage B is on explanation and again 
there is only a brief and general use of contextual knowledge when the Reformation is mentioned. Most of the information used to 
explain the passages is actually taken from them and this limits the level that can be reached. The judgement is limited as the lack 
of contextual knowledge means there is little to support the actual claims made. The focus on explanation means the response is 
placed in Level 3 and the use of knowledge from within the passages and the very limited use of contextual knowledge takes the 
response to the top of the level. However, in order to go into Level 4 there would need to be much more evidence of contextual 
knowledge being used to test the views of the two passages. 
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 21 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening has a very clear view and offers some explanation in support. The response argues that the two cultures were different 
and explains, with a range of examples why this was so. The discussion on religion shows a good understanding of the different 
developments and is able to use regional examples to illustrate the difference. However, the response is also aware of the similarities 
and again this is well supported with detailed examples. The contrast in literacy rates between town and countryside is also used 
to explain the differences and once again there is some comparison, but examples are rather limited. Economic factors are also 
explained and there is some comparison made between different regions in Europe. This leads to a clear judgement. The response is 
well focused and provides a good analysis with synthesis in every paragraph, which takes it into Level 6, but it remains at the lower 
end as the judgements need to be developed and in places, such as literacy, further examples are needed. 
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Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 4, 16 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers a view that rural and urban cultures were largely the same, although it acknowledges that there were some 
differences. The first paragraph explains why there some differences and is able to draw a very general comparison between the 
two regions, but the answer needs specific examples to make the point more convincing. The response develops this theme and 
considers the commercialisation of leisure, but again this needs specific examples to support the point. The response goes on to 
consider areas where there was similarity and looks at religious practices, but again although the explanation is sound the response 
does need precise evidence from across Europe to make the point convincing. The conclusion reaches a judgement, but again this is 
less convincing as precise support is absent. The response shows a good understanding and there is some synthesis, but this is kept 
in Level 4 because of the lack of precise support and a comparison with the previous script would show what detail can be provided 
to take the response to the next level.

Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 3, 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view that there were differences between urban and rural cultures. The opening does suggest that there 
were some common features but, by the end of the period the elite had withdrawn. However, the response does note that some 
festivals were shared by both groups, but the answer would benefit from precise of examples of where this happened and whether 
there were any regional differences to this pattern or development. The response makes a very general comment about story-telling, 
but again fails to provide any specific examples. The response then focuses more on why there was a difference between urban and 
rural cultures, citing population growth as a reason and the answer begins to drift to why there were differences rather than focus on 
the precise wording of the question. The final paragraph offers a view rather than a judgement. The response shows some focus on 
the question, with the start stronger than the last part. The response would need precise examples if it were to reach Level 4 as the 
argument relies on very general, if valid comments. 
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 22 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response starts by explaining why political factors were important in the development of the hunts but offers the view that 
religious issues were more important. The role of political factors is clearly explained and comparisons are made between different 
regions in Europe, with detailed knowledge used to support the argument, comparing the situation in South West Germany with 
France. The response offers an alternative reason for the development, and again offers support and comparison from a range of 
states. The paragraph on socio-economic factors is also strong and again makes comparisons from a range of states from across the 
period. This leads to an overall judgement that reflects the line of argument pursued. There is synthesis across the whole answer and 
the support is strong and therefore the response reaches Level 6, but to reach the very top there would need to be some interim 
judgements and a stronger conclusion.

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 4, 15 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening shows an awareness that there were a number of factors that caused the persecutions and offers a view, although 
it is not fully developed. The response begins by dealing with the named factor and explains the role it played and there is some 
limited comparison, but the range of issues and examples considered is limited. The response argues that socio-economic factors 
were more important and does provide some limited comparison across the period to explain the decline in persecutions, but again 
the range is limited. Religious issues are also discussed, but again, despite comparing across the period, specific support is thin. The 
response attempts to reach a judgement, but this is based on limited support. The response reaches Level 4 as there is an attempt 
to explain both the rise and decline in persecutions, comparing the role played by factors in this. However, the lack of support and 
examples limits the mark achieved and there would need to be much more support for it to go into Level 5. 
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Question 4

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 5, 20 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers a view and a brief explanation as to why rural areas were more susceptible to persecutions. The response begins 
by explaining the role of decentralisation in the process and makes comparisons across different regions of Germany. It goes on then 
to compare the situation in France and Scotland, with the points fully developed and explained. The response also attempts to argue 
that legal developments and procedures played a role in this pattern, but although there is some comparison the argument is less 
convincing. The response becomes less well focused when it examines socio-economic factors and tends to drift towards a question 
on the causes of persecution, although some of the points made are valid. The response does reach a judgement which is based on 
the body of the essay but would benefit from greater development. The answer does have good focus and there is synthesis, but the 
drift does prevent it from reaching Level 6 and it would also have been helpful if the response had considered urban areas where 
there were large-scale persecutions. 

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 4, 13 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view, but there is no explanation and the response does not raise the issues that will be considered. The 
response focuses on explaining why they were rural affairs, but in many instances lacks a range of specific examples to support the 
points being made. There is an attempt to link accusations over the plague to the question, but this point is poorly developed and 
explained. The comments about socio-economic conditions is also rather generalised and lacks specific examples to support the 
claim. A valid point is made about the structure of village communities, but again this would benefit from further development and 
examples of where this happened. The response tends to become speculative about developments in urban areas and no evidence 
is provided to support the claims. There is some knowledge of cunning folk which is linked to rural prosecutions which is valid, but 
again an example would make the point more convincing. The conclusion does mention a couple of examples, but these would 
have been better used and developed in the main body of the response. The response reaches Level 4 because ideas are explained, 
but it is at the bottom of the level because it relies on generalisations. 

Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 3, 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response does offer some limited explanation as to why hunts were rural affairs. However, the response tends to become 
descriptive. The answer does acknowledge that there were some hunts in more urban areas but again tends to describe them 
rather than use the material to address the demands of the question The essay is short and covers only a limited number of issues, 
but there is some limited explanation that is valid and therefore it cannot be placed in Level 2. However, the limited nature of the 
response keeps it at the bottom of Level 3 and would need much greater development and support to go higher. 
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