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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1(a)

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 5, 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response answers the question effectively, making good points about both factors and reaching a substantiated judgement. In 
considering the first factor, ‘lack of transport and communications’, the candidate shows good knowledge and an awareness of the 
chronological limits set in the question. Good material concerning pre-railroad transportation helps the candidate to evaluate this 
factor effectively. In considering the second factor, ‘environmental factors’, the response is sound on some aspects of land and land 
use but is uncertain when considering agriculture and the Great Plains. There is reference to Native Americans but this point is not 
fully substantiated. In the concluding paragraph a judgement is reached but it is not that well balanced. Overall, the gaps relating to 
the second factor preclude Level 6, as the analysis of both factors cannot be considered ‘thorough’ but the strength of engagement 
of the answer and the underlying sound understanding indicate the higher mark in Level 5.
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Question 1(b)

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response has a consistent focus on the question and is well structured with a line of reasoning that is sustained through 
the essay. There is a good use of supporting detail in most areas, for instance the explanation of the importance of the 1850 
compromise. The candidate also reaches interim judgements, a useful distinction between Level 5 and Level 6. The range of factors 
considered conveys a sound understanding and a well-developed, sustained line of reasoning. The conclusion, returning to slavery, 
helps to bind the argument together. More could, perhaps, be made of the emergence of the Republican Party and Lincoln. 
Although the script merits a Level 6 mark, pushing the line of reasoning a little further in instances such as this would be expected 
for a really high mark in the top level.

Exemplar 2 (Low/Medium) Level 4, 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response does address the question in general terms and there is some accurate, and sometimes detailed, knowledge that 
is relevant. In two respects, however, this response is limited: in structure and in range. Although the material used is relevant 
its relation to the question is in places only implicit. Paragraphs are not well linked and so the line of reasoning is hard to follow. 
Different factors are presented as something of a list and some, e.g. the Dred Scott decision, are not properly explained but lead 
to patches of description which are not fully focused on the question. Taken as a whole, the response is not that well developed, 
failing to explain the emergence of the Republican Party and Abraham Lincoln, or to give more than cursory attention to the 1850 
compromise. Its lack of structure, weak line of reasoning and limited range put it on the Level 3/Level 4 border. Patches of relevant 
explanation and some accurate knowledge just tip it into Level 4, hence the bottom mark in that level.
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Question 2(a)

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 10 marks

12/17/2018 Print Script



Exemplar Candidate Work

16

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019

12/17/2018 Print Script

12/17/2018 Print Script

12/17/2018 Print Script



Exemplar Candidate Work

17

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019

12/17/2018 Print Script

12/17/2018 Print Script

Examiner commentary
This response demonstrates sound knowledge and good understanding throughout; it is also very well developed, particularly 
in terms of judgement. In considering the first factor, ‘the battle of Gettysburg’, the candidate shows a sound grasp, both of the 
immediate outcome of the battle and of the significance of the Union victory for the campaign in the north against Lee. The 
second factor, ‘the Battle of Vicksburg’,  is equally well handled with a good range of appropriate evidence. In assessing Vicksburg, 
the candidate has a particularly convincing explanation of the battle’s strategic significance. The conclusion is admirably thorough. 
It shows balance and an intelligent understanding of the relative significance of the two campaigns, arguing plausibly that the 
campaign against Lee, leader of the Confederacy’s primary field army, was the more telling overall. As a whole, the response clearly 
meets the criteria for Level 6. Its full and unerring treatment of both factors indicates a top mark.
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Exemplar 2 (Medium/High) Level 4, 5 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response approaches the question in an engaged manner and shows some relevant knowledge and understanding. In 
considering the first factor, ‘the Battle of Gettysburg’, there is some accurate knowledge in terms of Lee’s defeat and the strategic 
situation that ensued, but it is not as accurate and detailed as it might be; there are some generalisations about the battle’s outcome. 
The second factor, ‘the Battle of Vicksburg’, is much less convincingly addressed. The candidate’s knowledge and evaluation are less 
secure, the actual coverage of the battle being only a few lines of writing with barely any military detail or developed analysis of the 
strategic impact of the battle. Most obviously, General Grant’s decisive role is not explained. Overall, the strikingly uneven coverage 
of the two factors restricts the answer to Level 4. There is an attempt at judgement but the lack of depth on one factor precludes the 
higher mark in the level.
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Question 2(b)

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 5, 16 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response engages with the question from the outset and sustains a line of reasoning through the entire essay. Factual support 
is accurate and full, so that the line of reasoning is well sustained. The major factors considered, pursuit of resources and government 
policy, are both substantiated and treated with a degree of balance, building up a developed analysis of each factor. Interim 
judgement is, however, not much in evidence, and this, as well as a lack of range overall, would indicate Level 5 rather than Level 
6. Understanding is very sound with a good range of sharp points and the conclusion, if not that penetrating, is effective. One area 
that the candidate does not fully address is simply the acquisition of land by white Americans at the expense of the indigenous 
population. This vital area is covered more by implication, in terms of conflicts with Native Americans, than directly. The strengths of 
the response indicate a high mark in Level 5.

Exemplar 2 (Low/Medium) Level 4, 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response does generally address the question and has some relevant knowledge and understanding. There is a line of reasoning 
and some sense of structure, although this is not entirely convincing, and the response as a whole is not that well-structured. In 
addressing the nominated factor, the ‘pursuit of resources by white Americans’, the candidate makes some relevant points about 
the pursuit of mineral resources, but fails to include farming and the acquisition of land. Two alternative factors are then introduced, 
mainly concerning religion and government policy. The latter section is not that well organised, in that substantiation for the 
assertion of ‘manifest destiny’ is attempted by referring to material from 1803-4, well before the idea of ‘manifest destiny’ was 
established. The ensuing paragraph is not properly argued, being largely illustrative. A basic judgement ensues which does pull 
the answer together to some degree. The uneven quality of this response, particularly in terms of its structure and approach to the 
question, rather than its knowledge, suggests Level 4, hence it was placed in the middle of the level.
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OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
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Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
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