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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1

2

Y316/01 Jun18© OCR 2018

SECTION A

Read the two passages and then answer Question 1.

1 Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more 
convincing as an explanation of why there was opposition to the creation of the Union in 1800.
 [30]

Passage A

The arguments of the opponents of Union were emotional, and were based primarily on a vague feeling 
of Irish nationality. They insisted that Ireland was a separate society with its own distinctive institutions 
and interests, and should therefore possess its own independent parliament, even though it bore 
allegiance to the British Crown. The record of that parliament, based on the constitution of 1782, had 
clearly justified its existence [the 1782 Constitution meant that the Irish House of Commons could pass 
its own laws without agreement from the British government]. Ireland was now a more prosperous and 
cultivated society, the arts flourished, and Dublin was a major European city. ‘God and nature’, affirmed 
one anti-unionist MP, ‘never intended Ireland to be a province, and by God she never shall’.

It was, argued opponents of the Union, the Ascendency which had helped Ireland make so much 
progress in the eighteenth century, and it was the Ascendency which had crushed the rebellion of 
1798. ‘How was the rebellion put down?’ asked another like-minded MP; ‘By the zeal and loyalty of the 
gentlemen of Ireland rallying around the laws, the constitution and the independence of their country’. 
Destroy that independence, and Ireland would once again be under the heel of Great Britain and decline 
into a provincial backwater. As Sir John Foster, the Attorney-General, one of the major parliamentary 
opponents of union argued, ‘I admit this kingdom is dependent on the Crown of Great Britain but it is 
dependent only on the Crown whereas if we adopt the proposed Union we shall be brought back to the 
miserable state in which we were governed by the laws of another parliament sitting in another land, 
ruled by their will, not by our own.’

Adapted from P. Adelman, Great Britain and the Irish Question 1800–1922, published in 1996.

Passage B

Those who opposed the Union could not aspire to unanimity, and frequently contradicted one another. 
The leading opposition politicians, Henry Grattan and George Ponsonby, were opposed to Union on 
the grounds that the 1782 settlement was a ‘final adjustment’. They maintained that, in any case, the 
Irish Parliament could not terminate itself as it was beyond its authority to do so. 

The most effective opposition to Union came from a quarter not usually associated with Grattan 
or Ponsonby: John Foster, Speaker of the Irish House of Commons. He swiftly announced his 
hostility to the measure and until it was passed he remained its most formidable opponent. It is not 
too much to say that, but for Foster’s determined opposition, the Unionist case would have been 
unanswerable. Foster’s influence stemmed from his office: as Speaker he held a pivotal position in 
the Irish Commons; then, from his reputation as a financial and economics expert; and finally from his 
Protestant Ascendency credentials. Foster denounced Union as he believed that the Irish Parliament 
could work very well but only if ill-informed British ministers would stop interfering in its business. 
Foster also felt that the economic terms offered to Ireland were unfavourable – a free trade area was 
not at all suitable for Ireland’s industries and the financial burden it was expected to bear was too 
heavy. But especially, Foster opposed Union on the grounds that it would ultimately mean the end of 
the Protestant Ascendency.

Adapted from T. Bartlett, Ireland: A History, published in 2010.

Please note, there was an erratum notice issued for this question in relation to Passage A, second paragraph, line 6: 
Cross out the words ‘the Attorney-General’. The first part of the sentence should now read: ‘As Sir John Foster, one of 
the major parliamentary opponents of union argued…‘.
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Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 30 marks
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Examiner commentary
A very good depth of knowledge is used to fully evaluate both the strengths and limitations of both interpretations. The judgement 
is well balanced and convincing and it follows on from the main body of the response. A clear understanding of the issues of the 
period and the wider debate that has taken place since is shown and as no more can be expected of candidates in the time given 
this was given full marks.

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 4, 16 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction gives an overview of the argument in both interpretations and gives a view as to which is the more convincing. 
There is some focused critical evaluation of the passages using contextual knowledge and this gets the answer into the bottom of 
Level 4. However it was prevented from going higher by some lack of focus, and some uneven evaluation with a weak judgement.

Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 3, 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction contains a view on which interpretation is the more convincing in relation to the question. There is some 
attempted evaluation of the interpretation in Passage A but there is very little on Passage B. Some contextual knowledge is shown 
but this is not always explicitly tied to the evaluation and the judgement is weak and unbalanced. To get into Level 4 the answer 
would have to show more balance and attempt more critical evaluation of Passage B.
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 25 marks
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Examiner commentary
This very impressive response develops a thematic approach in the introduction and states that it will consider the themes of 
leadership, mass support and legislative concessions granted by the British government to judge whether Parnell was the most 
successful constitutional nationalist in the period. This thematic approach is sustained throughout the response and supported 
interim judgements are reached on each theme. The depth of supporting knowledge is strong and well chosen and this helps to 
make the argument convincing. The judgement might be brief but synthesis has been strong throughout and this justifies full marks.

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 4, 15 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction is focused and shows that the response will use the themes of public support and political tactics to judge whether 
Parnell was the most successful leader of constitutional nationalism in the period. This thematic approach is sustained and there is 
some explanation within the themes, however there is weak attempted synthesis. The focus and explanation gets this into Level 4, 
but to get into Level 5 it would need a better attempted synthesis.

Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 3, 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
A view is expressed in the introduction that Parnell is the most successful leader of constitutional nationalism in this period and 
the response goes on to give some evidence to support this. The leadership of O’Connell is also considered but there is a limited 
coverage of leadership in the later period and the two leaders are largely considered in separate paragraphs with a weak attempt to 
compare them. To get into Level 4 this response would need to have a better explanation of leadership over the whole period and 
show more comparison between leaders.
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 23 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response is very focused from the start and in order to judge the success of Whig and Liberal parties in bringing stability to the 
Union in this period it looks at the themes of religion, politics and the franchise and land. There is sustained synthesis and a good 
depth of knowledge used to back up the arguments within each theme. Along with a substantiated judgement this put it in Level 6 
but it did not achieve full marks due to a slight unevenness when covering the later period.
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Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 4, 15 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction is focused and the themes of political, religious and social policies are established in order to judge how successful 
the Whig and Liberal parties were in bringing stability to the Union. The response does have a thematic approach throughout 
and this, along with some good explanation and a focused judgement, takes it into Level 4. However some uneven attempted 
explanations and weak coverage of the later period prevents it from getting into Level 5. 

Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 3, 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction gives a view on the success of Whig and Liberal governments in bringing stability to the Union in this period. There 
is some effective explanation in the body of the response but also some more descriptive passages. There is also some drift into a 
comparison with Tory/Conservative governments in this period. To get into Level 4 the response would need to be more focused 
and have some more consistent explanation.
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Question 4

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 25 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response is very focused and the introduction makes clear that agrarian under development will be compared to the famine 
and landlordism and tenant rights to judge which was the major influence on the development of Irish Nationalism in the period. 
There is a very good coverage of the period and strong synthesis is sustained throughout the response, backed up by impressive 
knowledge. The judgement is very well supported and the response was given full marks.

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 5, 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction is focused and shows that the response will focus on the role of the Protestant ascendancy in creating the 
economic divides within Ireland in this period. The response has a sustained argument backed up by evidence with some synthesis 
and comparison across the period which gets it into the bottom of Level 5. However it also has explanation rather than a focus on 
change and continuity at times and is weaker on the later period and these weaknesses prevent it from going higher.
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