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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1

2

Y315/01 Jun18© OCR 2018

SECTION A

Read the two passages and then answer Question 1.

1 Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more 
convincing as an explanation of the reasons why the South (Confederacy) lost the American 
Civil War. [30]

Passage A

The South compounded its difficulties by weakness in its handling of finance, diplomacy, and internal 
politics, all of which had severe military consequences. First, it is a curious historical fact that most 
civil wars are lost by one side running out of money, and the American Civil War was an outstanding 
case in point. The South had no local gold or silver supplies and no bullion reserves, and was 
entirely dependent on its own paper money. The North had the enormous advantage of a large, 
well‑trained navy and, almost from the start, was able to impose a blockade, often ineffective at first 
but progressively tighter as the war proceeded. As a result, import and export taxes, the way of raising 
money traditionally preferred by the South, raised little. Import duties brought in only about $1 million 
in metal coins during the entire war, and the Union navy was so vigilant in running down cotton‑export 
ships that only about $6,000 in metal coins was collected from cotton exports. With its limited capacity 
to produce armaments, the South was forced to shop abroad. France, always happy to supply arms to 
dodgy regimes, duly obliged but insisted on being paid in metal coins, as did independent gun‑runners. 
As his Treasury Secretary, Davis appointed C.G. Memminger, a local South Carolina politician. This 
was an extraordinary choice: Memminger had virtually no experience of finance and, more important, 
lacked the creative skill to overcome the almost impossible difficulty of raising hard cash. In 1864 Davis 
appointed a real economic wizard, but by then it was too late: the South’s finances were beyond repair. 
Inflation became runaway, the gold dollar being quoted at 40 paper ones in December 1864 and 100 
shortly thereafter. Inflation, if nothing else, doomed the South. 

Adapted from P. Johnson, A History of the American People, published in 1997.

Passage B

A major explanation for Confederate defeat holds that the Confederacy could have won if the Southern 
people had possessed the will to make the sacrifices necessary for victory. The main argument is 
that the Confederacy, given its short existence, did not generate a strong sense of nationalism and 
Southerners, therefore, did not have as firm a conviction as Northerners of fighting for a country. 
Southerners, loyal Americans before they became Confederates, had much in common with 
Northerners. Thus, when the going got tough, it is claimed, Southerners found it tough to keep going. If 
the nationalist spirit had been strong enough, the Confederacy would have continued a savage guerilla 
struggle against Union forces after April 1865. 

By 1862, as a result of the Northern blockade, there was a shortage of almost everything in the 
Southern states. The South’s inability to maintain its transport system worsened the economic situation. 
Most families were also victimised by impressment or suffered from shortage of labour caused by 
volunteering or conscription. Severe hardship on the home front led to a relentless growth of defeatism. 
However, there is a significant difference between loss and lack of will. A people whose armies are 
beaten, railways wrecked, factories and cities burned, countryside occupied and crops laid waste, 
quite naturally lose their will to continue fighting because they have lost the means to do so. That is 
what happened to the Confederacy. It was Union military success which created war weariness and 
destroyed morale. By 1865 the Confederacy had lost its will for sacrifice. But primarily it was military 
defeat which caused loss of will, not lack of will which caused military defeat.

Adapted from A. Farmer, The American Civil War 1861–1865, published in 1996.
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Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 30 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction gives an effective overview of the argument in each of the interpretations. Each passage is then very effectively 
evaluated showing an impressive contextual knowledge which is very well linked to the interpretations. There is a balance both 
between each passage and between the strengths and limitations in each case. A substantiated judgement is reached and this 
response was credited with full marks.

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 4, 18 marks

Page 3 of 14Print Script



Exemplar Candidate Work

9

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019

Page 3 of 14Print Script

Page 4 of 14Print Script



Exemplar Candidate Work

10

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019

Page 4 of 14Print Script

Page 5 of 14Print Script

Page 6 of 14Print Script



Exemplar Candidate Work

11

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019

Page 6 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
The introduction gives an overview of the arguments in both interpretations in relation to why the South lost the American Civil 
War and gives a view as to which is the more convincing. There is some good evaluation of the interpretations using contextual 
knowledge but this is interspersed with more descriptive passages. A substantiated judgement is reached and the response was put 
in Level 4 but a more consistently evaluative approach would be needed to get into Level 5.

Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 3, 13 marks
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Examiner commentary
There is a view in the introduction about which interpretation is the more convincing about why the South lost the American 
Civil War but it is quite generalised. The attempted critical evaluation of both passages is quite weak with reference made to the 
vocabulary and confidence of the historians. There is also some confusion over passage B with the first paragraph being mistaken 
for Farmer’s own view. A weak judgement is reached and this response was put in Level 3. To get into Level 4 it would need more 
effective evaluation of both passages using contextual knowledge.
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 25 marks
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Examiner commentary
In the introduction the themes of transport and communications, strategy and tactics and the use of weaponry are established in 
order to judge the effect of technological developments over the period. This thematic approach is sustained throughout the essay 
and arguments are supported by very impressive contextual knowledge from across the period. A substantiated and comparative 
judgement is reached and this was given full marks.
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Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 4, 16 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction identifies technological changes such as railways and weaponry which made a difference to the outcomes of 
battles in this period but also refers to tactics and strategy. The body of the essay shows some good explanation with some focus on 
change and reaches a focused judgement.  It was given the top of Level 4 but would need more synthesis to get into Level 5.
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Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 3, 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction starts well with the themes of weaponry, transport and communications established in order to judge how far 
technological developments have changed the outcome of battles in the period. While the essay continues a thematic approach 
there is some factual confusion over the battles themselves and some of the explanation is generalised and the judgements are 
uneven. The essay was placed at the top of Level 3 and would need more consistent explanation backed up by accurate evidence to 
get into Level 4.
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 25 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction is very effective and focused and makes clear that the role of planning and preparation will be compared to the 
role of generals and of the state in determining the outcome of successful military campaigns. This thematic approach is sustained 
throughout the essay and impressive knowledge is used to support the arguments. Interim judgements are reached within each 
theme and the whole period is well covered. The overall judgement in the conclusion is convincing and this essay was given full 
marks.

Exemplar 2 (Low) Level 3, 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction is mostly focused on why preparation and planning became more important to the outcome of battles as the 
period progressed rather than how important it was throughout the period. There are some generalisations made about preparation 
and planning made in the early battles and this is interspersed with some better explanation. The judgement in the conclusion is 
again only partially focused on the question and this essay was given Level 3. To get into Level 4 it would need to be mostly focused 
on the question and have some more consistently supported explanation.
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Question 4

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 25 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction effectively introduces the themes of public opinion, recruitment and the management of the economy in order 
to judge whether the role of government in the conduct of war changed after 1865. These themes are sustained throughout the 
essay with a very good focus on change and continuity and a good depth of knowledge used to back up the arguments. Interim 
judgements are reached which then lead on to a substantiated judgement on the extent of change after 1865 and this essay was 
given full marks.

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 4, 15 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction is focused and shows that the candidate is aware of both change and continuity in the role of governments in the 
conduct of war after 1865. The essay has some good explanation, if a bit uneven at times, and reaches a judgement. However to get 
into Level 5 the essay would need to show some more effective synthesis which is hinted at in the paragraph on continuities in the 
role of government across the period.

Exemplar 3 (Medium) Level 4, 13 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction is focused on the question of whether the role of government in the conduct of war changed after 1865 and 
identifies themes such as the need to respond to the wishes of the population, the ways in which wars are fought and the 
commitment of state resources to the war effort. The essay remains focused and there is some good explanation but there are 
also some generalisations and weak judgements. To get higher in Level 4 the explanations would have to be more developed and 
backed up by more precise supporting evidence.
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