Qualification
Accredited

A LEVEL
Exemplar Candidate Work

HISTORY A
H505

For first teaching in 2015

Y108 Summer 2018
examination series
Version 1

www.ocr.org.uk/history

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Contents
Introduction

3

Question 1

4

Question 2

15

Question 3

25

2

© OCR 2019

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the
summer 2018 examination series.
OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars,
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has
been applied.
Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-levelgce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
The question paper, mark scheme and any resource
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins –
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).
It is important to note that approaches to question
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may
make small adjustments to improve the performance of
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive
changes.
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SECTION A

Question The
1 Execution of Charles I and the Interregnum 1646–1660
Study the four sources and then answer Question 1.
1

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that
Cromwell rejected the crown because of opposition from the army.
[30]

Source A: The Swedish Ambassador writes to Charles X of Sweden.
All circumstances lead me to believe that he will either try to get the law altered by consent, or that he
will very shortly assume the title of king. There are indeed reasons which might hinder such a step.
First he would to a great extent alienate himself from the militia and among them some high officers –
such as General Lambert and others like him, to say nothing of the Anabaptists who can neither wish
nor suffer that the government remain in one family.
Peter Julius Coyet, letter, 1 June 1655
Source B: An old soldier writes to Cromwell about kingship.
I perceive there are a number in Parliament that voted Kingship for you. I likewise perceive that there is
a number there (though less) that voted against it, and that the greatest part of the army now near you
are against it. I beg and beseech your Highness, nay again and again, with tears and prayers I beseech
you to consider what you are doing. … Those that are for a crown, I fear you have little experience of
them; the other, most of them, have attended your greatest hazards. The divisions amongst us are like
to make us unhappy.
William Bradford, letter, 4 March 1657
Source C: Venetian ambassador in France writes to the government of Venice.
I have paid my respects to the house of Cromwell’s ambassador, when we exchanged compliments.
Afterwards he spoke of the Parliament of England. He said they wanted his master to take the title
of King of England, but he seemed reluctant to do this since he wields more authority in his present
position than he would as King, because he would be obliged to concede and renew many privileges
and jurisdictions to Parliament.
Francesco Giustinian, letter, 27 March 1657
Source D: An Irish MP writes to Henry Cromwell.
A committee was appointed for a free conference with his Highness to satisfy him of the reasons
and necessity of their demands, and they have several times attended his Highness, laid down their
reasons, and yesterday His Highness gave his answer to them. That for his part he values not one
name more than another, that he had rather have any name from this Parliament than any name
without it, so much doth he value the authority of Parliament. But in respect many godly men that have
hazarded their lives in this cause are dissatisfied with it, and Providence having with the old family
eradicated the old title, he thinks it his duty to beg of the Parliament not to put upon those good men
that which they cannot swallow.
John Bridges, letter, 3 April 1657
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Examiner commentary
The response does not have an introduction but starts straight away by examining Source A. It begins with explaining the source
in relation to the question and there is some explanation of the provenance, which is well developed. Contextual knowledge is
also used to evaluate it and the response makes a judgement about the value of the source in relation to the question. In handling
Source B the treatment is similar. There is good explanation of the source in relation to the question and contextual knowledge is
used to test the view, with some depth shown. The response also considers the provenance and, as with Source A, there is some
judgement about the source in relation to the question. The treatment of Source C follows the same pattern with explanation;
the use of contextual knowledge and consideration of provenance before a judgement is reached. Source D is well explained and
the use of contextual knowledge is good, but the provenance is less well developed and quite general. There is some judgement
reached, which is a pattern throughout the response. The conclusion is strong with an overall judgement made about the sources.
The response reaches Level 6 as contextual knowledge and provenance are used to evaluate all four sources and judgements are
reached about each source as well as overall. It does not go to the top of the level as there are instances where either the contextual
8/21/2018
Print Script
knowledge or the provenance would benefit from greater development.

Exemplar 2 (Medium)

Level 4, 19 marks

9

© OCR 2019

8/21/2018

Print Script

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

8/21/2018

Print Script

10

© OCR 2019

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

8/21/2018

Print Script

11

© OCR 2019

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

8/21/2018

Print Script

Examiner commentary
The opening offers a very brief overview and grouping of the sources, but it is not developed. The response starts by considering
Source B, which is explained and there is evidence of some contextual knowledge being used and some consideration of
provenance, but both would benefit from greater depth. Source A is also explained and again there is evidence of some contextual
knowledge being used to evaluate and in this instance it is more developed than in the treatment of B. The provenance is also
considered but this is rather general and more could have been made about the fact it was written two years prior to the event.
Source D is also explained, but the initial use of contextual knowledge is weak and the comment about provenance is somewhat
unclear. There is however some attempt to apply contextual knowledge at the end of the paragraph. Source C is also explained and
there is some detailed contextual knowledge used and the provenance is reasonably developed. The conclusion does have a limited
judgement about the sources, but it does not reach Level 5 as the depth of evaluation, particularly on provenance is not strong.
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph sets the scene but does not offer a view as to whether or not the sources support the view in the
question. There is very limited explanation of Source A, although there is some attempt to apply knowledge there is little detailed
consideration of what the source actually says about the issue in the question. In dealing with Source B there is some description
of the source and some limited explanation, but as with Source A there is no consideration of the provenance. Source C is also
explained but, at best, there is only limited use of contextual knowledge and no consideration of provenance. The response then
appears to run out of time as Source D is not really considered. The response is largely focused on explanation, with no consideration
of the provenance of the sources and uses very little contextual knowledge. It is placed at the bottom of Level 3 as the focus is on
explanation and Source D is virtually ignored.
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Examiner commentary
The response does offer a view about the importance of extravagance, but even in the introduction this is linked to other factors.
The response also shows that it is aware that other factors also contributed to his financial problems. The response explains
thoroughly the issue of extravagance and this is discussed in a balanced way, with detailed knowledge to support the argument.
The issue is clearly linked to parliament’s reluctance to grant James subsidies and this allows a supported judgement to be reached
about the importance of the issue. The response also explains thoroughly the problems with the system and again this is supported
with detailed factual knowledge. The material is also linked back to the question of James’ extravagance with the response arguing
that this was a major reason why parliament was unwilling to address the issue of an out-dated system. In dealing with James’
inheritance the response again shows a clear understanding of the major issues and is able to link this back to his extravagance,
which it is argued got in the way of parliament being able or willing to see that the circumstances of the two monarchs was
very different. The response reaches a well-developed judgement which builds on the main body of the essay. The answer has
considered three issues which are well explained, the argument is supported by detailed knowledge and the series of links allows a
range of judgements to be reached taking the answer to the top of the mark range.
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Examiner commentary
Although the response puts Question 3 in the margin, the answer is to Question 2. The opening identifies a number of issues that
caused James’ financial problems, but no view is offered. The opening paragraph explains the role of extravagance, the named factor,
in causing problems and this is well supported. There is some balance to the discussion as the response does explain why James had
to spend more. However, the response tends to become a list with the next paragraph starting with ‘Another factor’ giving a sense
that the factors are not being assessed. The issue is explained and is again reasonably well supported but no judgement about its
relative importance is suggested. There is also a thorough explanation of James’ relationship with parliament and there is a hint that
8/21/2018
Print Script
his
extravagance made them reluctant to come to the monarch’s aid, however
this is not developed. The conclusion does however
pull the explanation together and there is some sense of judgement reached which takes the answer out of Level 4 and into the
lower reaches of Level 5, but to go higher this would need to be developed.

Exemplar 3 (Low)

Level 4, 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response shows some awareness that there were a number of issues that caused financial problems, but it would benefit
from listing them. However, the second sentence is less than clear and fails to outline the direction of any argument. There is some
explanation of how his extravagance contributed to his financial problems with some support, but the final comment is not a
judgement but an assertion. There is some explanation as to the role of inherited problems and again some support is provided.
There is a limited comment about the failure of parliament to come to his aid, but this lacks support and is largely asserted. The
concluding comments suggest that the candidate has run out of time. The response reaches the bottom of Level 4 as the two
factors that are discussed are covered quite well and this is therefore better than the superficial treatment one would see at Level 3,
however it is at the bottom of the level as the response does need to cover a larger range of issues.
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Question 3
Exemplar 1 (High)
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Examiner commentary
The opening is able to place Charles’ decision in context and shows a very good awareness of the issues as to why he decided
to rule without parliament and offers a clear view that ideological differences were the key factor underpinning everything. The
response explains the role of Buckingham and this is supported by some very detailed knowledge. Moreover, the issue is linked to
the ideological battle that was suggested to be the most important factor in the opening paragraph. Opposition to Buckingham
is thoroughly explained and well supported and again his death is linked back to ideological clashes over issues to put forward
a convincing argument that they were more important factors. Ideological clashes over a range of topics are explained and
again this is well supported by detailed knowledge, be it financial or religious. Foreign policy is linked to Buckingham, but also to
Charles’ relationship with parliament and the issue of finance. Once again the response develops the links between the issues. The
judgement is similarly well developed and brings together the links that had been established in the main body of the response.
The answer shows an excellent understanding of the issues reaches a series of well-supported judgements and is able to explain
thoroughly the links between the factors discussed which takes it to the top of the mark range.
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