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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1

2

Y319/01 Jun18© OCR 2018

SECTION A

Read the two passages and then answer Question 1.

1 Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more 
convincing as an explanation of the impact of the Dawes Act on Native Americans. [30]

Passage A

In particular the Dawes Act sought to turn the nomadic plains Indians, who seemed doomed to be 
exploited in one way or another, into settled farmers, by allotting each head of family a quarter section 
(160 acres), plus a one-eight section to single adults and orphans and one-sixteenth to each dependent 
child. These lands were inalienable and held in federal trust for twenty-five years before title was given. 
This Act marked a retreat from the reservation policy, and it was subsequently criticised for opening 
up Indian reserve land to whites, since the quarter sections were taken over from tribal allocations, 
and after twenty-five years they passed into the general land market. But this criticism ignores the 
fact that many Indians who took advantage of it, and thus got full citizenship, did not sell their land 
after twenty-five years and became full members of the American farming community. In material and 
moral terms, assimilation was always the best option for indigenous peoples confronted with the fact of 
white dominance. That is the conclusion reached by the historian who studies the fate not only of the 
American Indians but of the Aborigines in Australia and the Maoris in New Zealand. To be preserved 
in amber as tribal societies with special ‘rights’ and ‘claims’ is merely a formula for continuing friction, 
extravagant expectations, and new forms of exploitation by white radical intellectuals. 

Adapted from P. Johnson, A History of the American People, published in 1997.

Passage B

Through the Dawes Act of 1887 the government introduced the allotment policy by which reservation 
lands were divided up into homesteads, or allotments. Although its supporters hoped that it would 
improve conditions for the Native Americans, it did nothing to help their civil rights. The Act continued 
to ignore the tribal nature of Native American life and continued the policy of trying to destroy it. It 
could be argued that the Act improved the rights of the Native Americans and did therefore represent 
a change. Native Americans were given land, and, after 25 years, could own it and would have full 
citizenship and therefore rights. This was not what the Native Americans wanted, but what they wanted 
was scarcely appreciated by the government. Moreover, even if they had wanted the rights that land 
ownership gave them, it actually meant very little in practice as, like the African Americans, they were 
subject to discrimination. Not only did the allotment policy continue the determination of the government 
to assimilate these people, but it was a clear indication that the government either did not understand 
the wishes of the Native Americans or did not want to understand them. It also resulted in a decline in 
land held by Native Americans as much of it was bought by white settlers when the Native Americans 
were unable to farm it. Although they received money from the sale, they were often unable to manage 
such sums and therefore slipped further into poverty and debt. The act also worsened the position and 
status of many Native American women. This was particularly true of tribes that were matriarchal, such 
as the Iroquois and Cherokee, where property belonged to the women, but under the Dawes Act the 
land was given to the men.

Adapted from N. Fellows and M. Wells, Civil Rights in the USA 1865–1992, published in 2016.
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Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 30 marks
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Page 22 of 42Print Script

Examiner commentary
There is a very good and focused overview of each interpretation in the introduction and then a view on which is the more 
convincing as an explanation of the impact of the Dawes Act on Native Americans. There is a very impressive depth of knowledge 
used effectively to evaluate both the strengths and limitations of each interpretation. There is also a good balance between the 
treatment of each passage. There is an interim judgment on how convincing each passage is before the final judgment is reached 
in the conclusion. This was awarded at the top of Level 6 as in the time available it would be unrealistic to expect any further 
development of the issues raised in the interpretations.

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 5, 22 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate has written an effective introduction with a brief explanation of the Dawes Act and then the main view of each of the 
interpretations. They then go on to critically evaluate both Passage A and B with good contextual knowledge used and a balance 
between strengths and weaknesses in each case. This effective critical evaluation puts them into Level 5 but they do not go higher 
in the level because their conclusion shows a misunderstanding of Passage B which undermines their final judgment on which 
interpretation is the more convincing.

Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 2, 10 marks

Page 3 of 18Print Script
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Examiner commentary
Although this response starts quite promisingly with some own knowledge used to evaluate Passage A, this is an isolated event and 
the rest of the answer shows very weak understanding of both of the interpretations and limited contextual knowledge is used to 
evaluate them. It is full of simple comments and attempted judgments are generalised and little more than assertions which is why 
it has been given Level 2. To get into Level 3 it would need to show some more understanding of the arguments in the passages and 
more use of contextual knowledge to evaluate them.
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 25 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph is very well focused and establishes the themes of social, economic and political discrimination against 
African Americans. These themes are then used very effectively to establish synthesis over the whole period and the candidate 
shows an impressive range of knowledge. There is consistent synthesis throughout and each theme is well developed. A comparison 
between themes has been established early in the response and interim judgments are made throughout. The synoptic judgment 
in the conclusion is well substantiated and again establishes a hierarchy between the different forms of discrimination and how far 
they remained strong throughout the period. This is a sophisticated response which shows a depth of understanding and achieved 
full marks. 
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Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 4, 16 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response has a focused introduction which shows that the candidate is going to consider the themes of political, social and 
economic discrimination against African Americans and gives the candidate’s view on the question. This thematic approach is then 
consistent throughout the response and explanation is shown within each theme which gets the response to the top of Level 4. 
However it does not go into Level 5 because there is very little attempted synthesis within the thematic approach and the quality is 
slightly uneven with the economic theme containing some simple comment.
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Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 3, 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction to this response is focused but makes quite a basic point about the continuation of discrimination against African 
Americans over the whole period. Then a thematic approach is followed but the explanations within each theme are weak and 
uneven. There is some listing within the political theme and the argument in the economic theme is undeveloped and weakly 
supported. The conclusion is focused but weak and generalised and the response was placed at the top of Level 3 for some limited 
explanation but would need more development and support to get into Level 4.
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 22 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response starts very effectively with a view given about how far the 1930s was a key turning point in the development of 
trade union and labour rights in the introduction and clear themes established such as government intervention and employer 
recognition. The thematic approach is sustained throughout the response with the 1930s considered first within each theme and 
then directly compared to other important periods of change. There is an interim judgment at the end of each theme and the whole 
period is well covered. The conclusion brings together the interim judgments and compares the themes with an effective argument 
that the 1930s was the most important turning point in terms of government intervention in industry. While this is clearly a Level 6 
response with sustained synthesis, it did not achieve full marks as the theme of the economy was less closely linked to the question.

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 5, 18 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction to this response establishes the themes of the reaction to strikes, the status of Trade Unions and also attitudes 
to ethnic minorities within Trade Unions which is an effective and focused start. The thematic approach is sustained throughout 
the response and own knowledge is used effectively to back up the arguments. There is enough focus on change and continuity 
and good coverage of the period to get into Level 5. However the response does have some weaker judgments, for example the 
reference to strikes ending by 1992, which stop it getting into Level 6.
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Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 3, 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
As is clear from the introduction, this response appears to be focused more on the reasons why trade union and labour rights 
advanced in this period rather than whether the 1930s were a turning point for their advancement. There is a thematic approach 
with some effective explanation of the role of Congress and national crises in the development of rights but there is still only a 
partial focus on the question which puts this response at the top of Level 3. It would need to be ‘mostly focused’ on the question of 
whether the 1930s was a turning point to get into Level 4.
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Question 4

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 25 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response benefits from a focused introduction which also explains why the policies from the federal government of assimilation 
and termination made it hard for Native Americans to take action to improve their own civil rights. Within each theme the candidate 
is then able to both show when the Native Americans did act and when the federal government was taking the lead, especially in 
the earlier period. This leads to a balanced coverage of the period as the candidate includes times when the Native Americans were 
more passive and explains why this happened. Synthesis is sustained throughout and there are interim judgments at the end of 
each theme. This, along with the depth of knowledge and a synoptic judgment, leads to full marks being awarded. 
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Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 3, 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
While the introduction to this response has a brief explanation of the lack of action of Native Americans and the role of the federal 
government, the next two paragraphs drift into a discussion of the actions of the federal government and are not directly focused 
on the question. There is then a better focused but brief explanation of the Red Power movement and there is some focus on the 
question in the conclusion. This response was awarded at the top of Level 3 because although there is some explanation of the 
actions of Native Americans there is a ‘partial focus’ on the question and it would need to be ‘mostly focused’ to get into Level 4. 
There is also a partial focus on the actions of Native Americans throughout the period.

Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 2, 5 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response achieved a Level 2 as it is partial and generalised. There is a very limited coverage of the period, especially after 1887, 
and what knowledge is shown is weak and simplistic. The conclusion is focused and some understanding is shown that the Native 
Americans did not always seek civil rights during this period, but any judgments are assertive and simple comments are made. To 
get into Level 3 there would have to be a better coverage of the period and more explanation of the actions of Native Americans.
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