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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the
summer 2018 examination series.
OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars,
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has
been applied.
Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-levelgce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
The question paper, mark scheme and any resource
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins –
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).
It is important to note that approaches to question
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may
make small adjustments to improve the performance of
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive
changes.
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Alfred the Great

Exemplar Candidate Work

Study the four sources and then answer Question 1.
Question
1
1

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that King
Alfred’s reform of learning was for religious reasons.
[30]

Source A: The archbishop of Reims writes to Alfred in response to a request for assistance in
the king’s reforms in England.
You attend to the good of the kingdom divinely entrusted to you, seeking or safeguarding its peace with
warlike weapons and divine support. With your mind continually on religious matters, you take care to
increase the dignity of the ecclesiastical order with spiritual weapons. I beseech heavenly mercy that…
in your time peace may be increased in your kingdom and likewise that the ecclesiastical order, which,
as you say, has fallen into ruin, whether by the frequent invasion and onslaught of the Vikings, or
through enfeeblement or through the carelessness of the bishops…. may, through your diligence and
industry be reformed as quickly as possible.
Fulco, Letter, c. 886
Source B: Alfred introduces his translation of Pope Gregory’s Pastoral Care.
It seems better to me…that we should turn certain books, which are the most necessary for all men to
know, into the language that we can all understand. With God’s help we may very easily accomplish
this, provided we have peace enough, so that all the free-born young men now in England may be set
to learning (as long as they are not useful for some other employment), until the time they can read
English writings properly. Thereafter one may instruct in Latin those whom one wishes to teach further
and wishes to advance to the priesthood.
Alfred, Preface to Gregory’s Pastoral Care, c. 890
Source C: Asser, a monk, writes about how Alfred cultivated learning.
The king’s desire for knowledge increased steadily and was satisfied by the learning and wisdom of
all four men [scholars at his court]. By day and night, whenever he had the opportunity, he used to tell
them to read aloud books in his presence. Indeed, he could never tolerate being without one or the
other of them. Accordingly, he acquired some acquaintance with almost all books, even though he
could not at this point understand anything in the books by himself. For he had not yet begun to read
anything.
Asser, Life of King Alfred, 893

3
Source D: William of Malmesbury, a monk and historian, gives an account of Alfred’s attitude to
learning.
The king gave his whole soul to the cultivation of the liberal arts, insomuch that no Englishman was
quicker in understanding, or more elegant in translating…He translated into English the greater part of
the Roman authors, bringing the noblest spoil of foreign parts for the use of his subjects…Moreover,
he infused a great regard for literature into his countrymen, stimulating them both with rewards and
punishments, allowing no ignorant person to aspire
to any dignity in the court. He died just as he had
© OCR 2018
Y101/01 Jun18
begun a translation of the Psalms.
William of Malmesbury, Chronicle of the kings of England, written before 1143
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Exemplar 1 (High)

Level 6, 30 marks

Print Script

Page 4 of 18

5

© OCR 2019

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Print Script

Page 5 of 18

6

© OCR 2019

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Print Script

Page 6 of 18

Print Script

Page 7 of 18

7

© OCR 2019

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Print Script

Page 8 of 18

8

© OCR 2019

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Print Script

Page 9 of 18

9

© OCR 2019

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Print Script

Page 11 of 18

10

© OCR 2019

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Examiner commentary
The answer begins with a clear view on the issue in the question: other reasons were more important for Alfred’s reform of learning.
Knowledge is used particularly well throughout the answer and the discussion is consistently linked to the issue in the question.
In its handling of A, the answer identifies two aspects of the source that provide different perspectives on the question. Each one
is discussed in relation to the view in the question and knowledge is used effectively to support and broaden out the discussion.
Provenance is handled well, with more knowledge used to contextualise the source (Grimbald’s mission to England) and Fulco’s
potential bias as an archbishop, and therefore someone who is more likely to emphasise the importance of religion, is noted. The
discussion of A concludes with an interim judgement suggesting that the source challenges the interpretation in the question.
Knowledge is also used to contextualise the provenance of B. In terms of content, the candidate picks up on a more subtle point
relating to Alfred’s desire to promote universal knowledge. Another interim judgement is provided, which links the discussion to
the issue in the question. Knowledge is again used effectively in relation to C to support an interpretation of the source in favour of
the issue. Contextual knowledge of Asser is strong, which allows the source to be convincingly linked to the question via another
interim judgement. The view of D is linked to the question, supported by the use of contextual knowledge; provenance is handled
less convincingly, but there is some understanding of the broader objectives of William of Malmesbury’s works. The discussion of D
ends with another interim judgement. In the final paragraph, a summary judgement is offered that is directly linked to the issue in
the question. This is answer is not without faults, but its integration of contextual knowledge and its consideration of provenance,
together with the regular appearance of interim judgements, place it at the top end of the mark scheme.

11

© OCR 2019

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Exemplar 2 (Medium)

Level 4, 19 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction provides an overview of the reasons behind the reform of learning, one of which is the issue in the question. The
discussion begins by addressing A. Although the source is linked to the question – agreeing with the issue in the question since
improving learning would win God’s favour in the fight against the Vikings – supporting contextual knowledge, whilst present, is less
effective. Similarly, comments on provenance are less developed: the nature of the source as a letter is only alluded to and there are
some simple comments. An attempt at an interim judgement is provided. The discussion of B is similar: the interpretation offered is
linked to the question, but contextual knowledge – this time on literacy – is quite general. Handling of provenance, once again, is
less developed, simply commenting on Alfred’s authorship of the source in a general way. C is handled more effectively: knowledge
is better
well),3and
Print related
Scriptto the interpretation, there is more detailed consideration of provenance (Asser is known quitePage
of there
14 is
an interim judgement linked to the question. The discussion of D includes some contextual knowledge. Comments on provenance,
concerning William of Malmesbury’s rose-tinted view of the Anglo-Saxon past, are valid. The final judgement is brief and only
partially addresses the question. Thus, the answer is mixed. Whilst there is evidence of some effective use of contextual knowledge
and provenance, in relation to C and D, is addressed in a generally convincing way, not every source is handled in the same way.
More even application of these skills is needed for a mark in a higher level, as well as a more developed final judgement.

Exemplar 3 (Low)

Level 3, 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
The answer begins by offering a view in relation to the question, but it is mixed in with some simple contextual information.
The sources are grouped: A and B are presented as supporting the religious motivation for reform; C and D offer an alternative
perspective. Overall, the answer is undermined by less use of contextual knowledge and little consideration of provenance, notably
in relation to C and D. The content of A and B is discussed together and there is a brief reference to some general knowledge (Alfred
jewel). There is a less developed reference to Alfred’s authorship of B and a superficial reference to Fulco’s position in the Church.
The discussion of C and D provides only limited references to content and a basic reference to contextual knowledge. The final
judgement is more of an opinion that is reflective of discussion in the answer. For a mark in a higher level, there needs to be more
use of contextual knowledge and consideration of the provenance of each source. Providing only brief references to source content
restricts the answer to the lower levels; in this case, it was not appropriate to award above Level 3.

17

© OCR 2019

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Print Script

Page 8 of 14

Question 2
Exemplar 1 (Medium)

Level 5, 15 marks

Print Script

Page 9 of 14

18

© OCR 2019

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Print Script

Page 10 of 14

19

© OCR 2019

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Print Script

Page 11 of 14

Print Script

Page 12 of 14

20

© OCR 2019

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Examiner commentary
The answer begins by providing a clear view on the question: that the reforms were unsuccessful. This is largely reflected in the final
judgement, which refers to the problems created by the reforms in the relationship between clergy and ealdormen. The answer is
well organised with each paragraph addressing a separate factor and there is an attempt to address the issue of success in relation
to some of the points included (notably coinage and ship sokes). The first factor covered is coinage. Knowledge here is fairly
detailed and there is some reasonably effective analysis of the success of this reform. However, the point about their success being
limited by the time at which they were implemented (at the end of the reign) is less effectively made; it would have benefited from
sharper explanation. Coverage of law codes, in the next paragraph, is less detailed; as a result, the analysis that comes at the end
of the paragraph is rather simplistic (they didn’t belong to Edgar; it is difficult to assess their success). The point about charters, too,
is also less developed; less detailed supporting evidence is used here and the point itself is less effectively linked to the question.
Print Script
6 of 14
The discussion
of ship sokes, as the final factor, is more detailed, and the point about its impact on the power of thePage
ealdormen,
by
transferring power to the clergy, proves to be an effective way of assessing the relative success of this reform. The final judgement
is valid but less developed. For a mark at the top of the level, or at Level 6, more even coverage of the points is needed. Supporting
evidence, overall, needs to be more detailed. Analysis needs to be consistently linked to the question. Judgements, including the
final one, should be more convincing.

Exemplar 2 (Low)

Level 2, 5 marks
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Examiner commentary
An attempt is made at the start of the answer to provide a view in relation to the question. However, it takes the form of a
more general comment on Edgar’s attention to the Church, which is less relevant to the issue of reforms in government and
administration. The answer itself makes only general points about the reign with only some passing references to relevant
knowledge. As a result, the focus is more on the topic rather than the specific demands of the question. The first point mentioned
is a general one about Viking attacks. There is a brief reference to coinage but the point lacks detail and there is no real analysis
that links it to the question. A basic reference to law reform follows. There is some basic knowledge of the topic here, but it is not
extensive and there is little attempt to relate it to the question. This paragraph ends with a general point about Edgar’s supposed
savagery in suppressing dissent. The final point makes reference to ship sokes, but it is only a basic point; there is much less
knowledge here, and the answer proceeds to make only a superficial point about the limitation of this reform because of Edgar’s
attention to Church reform. The final judgement is simplistic. For a mark in Level 3, more detailed knowledge is needed and a
sharper focus on the question.
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Examiner commentary
The answer begins with an effective introduction which not only clearly sets out the reasons that will be covered but also presents
the reader with a line of reasoning that will be followed. In this case, the Viking threat was the most important reason for the
instability. This line of reasoning, and the consistency with which it is addressed throughout the answer (as reflected in the final
judgement), is one of the main reasons for the position of this answer at the top of Level 6. The first point is, as might be expected,
the Viking threat. There is effective use of detailed knowledge here to illustrate the importance of this factor to the issue of instability
(notably the strength of Danish rule); the use of Cnut’s eventual conquest of England to measure the impact and importance of
the Viking threat works well. The answer moves on to consideration of the role of the nobility; here, attention is given to the relative
importance of this point, next to the one made about the Vikings. This is another significant feature of the answer that places it in
Level 6. Detailed evidence is provided in support of the point and a link is established with the Viking threat: the latter is presented
Print Script
Page 7 of 14
almost as a cause of Æthelred’s problems with the nobility. The point is broadened out by considering the unreliability of the nobility
and the way it undermined the king’s authority. Relative importance is once again addressed before the issue of poor leadership
is tackled. This point is less effectively made, with less supporting evidence, a fact that accounts for the answer being positioned
slightly lower than the top of the level. The final judgement is clear and consistent with the line of reasoning throughout: that the
Viking threat was the most important reason for the instability during Æthelred’s reign.

Exemplar 2 (Medium)

Level 5, 15 marks
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Examiner commentary
The answer begins by setting out the reasons for the instability and identifying the lack of noble support as the main one. This factor
is dealt with first and several examples are provided, together with some explanation as to their role in causing instability. Whilst
this is knowledge is fairly detailed, it is explained rather than analysed. The answer moves on to discuss the Viking threat; it includes
an effective point about the strength of Danish armies as a result of the greater centralisation of power. There is an attempt here
to address the relative importance of this point, but it is asserted rather than analysed. The final point about the lack of leadership
during the reign is less developed than the previous two; there is explanation here as well, and the paragraph ends with another
less effective attempt at establishing relative importance. The final judgement is valid and reflects the line of reasoning that has
been pressed elsewhere in the answer. To have been placed in Level 6, the reasons needed to be analysed in a more rigorous way.
Furthermore, the line of reasoning, which is evident here, needed to be more developed.
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Exemplar 3 (Low)

Level 3, 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction to the answer is quite general and only alludes to Æthelred’s poor leadership as one of the reasons for the
instability. This is also reflected in the opening sentence of the first paragraph, which refers to the Viking threat as simply ‘one of
the most significant reasons’ for the situation. The answer prefers to list facts with less consideration of the focus of the question.
However, the coverage of the Viking threat point is sufficiently detailed and relevant to address the question partially. In this
paragraph, the explanation provided is quite general. The answer then makes a basic point about the state of the country during
the reign, noting the populace’s low morale. There follows another less developed point, this time concerning Æthelred’s poor
leadership. Neither of these points is developed properly. The final judgement is valid and addresses the question. In light of this,
as well as the point about the Viking threat, the answer was placed at the bottom of Level 3. To move into Level 4, more detailed
knowledge would be needed, as well as some more convincing attempts to address the question.
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We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce. By
clicking on the ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure
that our resources work for you. When the email template pops
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