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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1
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Exemplar 1 Level 5, 24 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer groups the sources according to their view about the issue in the question, although there is no requirement to do this. 
There is a clear two-sided approach with the candidate using Sources A and D to suggest that lack of support was the main reason for 
the ineffectiveness of strike action. Source A is explained in relation to the question and the provenance of the source is considered 
with some relevant points made about Doherty being well informed, although there is no contextual knowledge offered to support 
this. There are some unconvincing comments about male attitudes before a pertinent observation is made regarding the nature of the 
testimony. Source D is grouped with A and the candidate uses contextual knowledge regarding the Tolpuddle Martyrs to support the 
being made about government intervention to suppress union activity. Provenance is handled reasonably well with a discussion of the 
location of the source and some general comments made about this being the personal reflection of a cotton manufacturer. Better 
answers were also able to reflect on the author’s interest and knowledge on the condition of the working class. 

Sources B and C are then used to tackle the alternative views to the question. C is tackled reasonably well with comments on the nature 
of the source as a diary entry alongside some relevant contextual points pertaining to the dates in the question. More might have 
been made of the geographical limits of the source. Source B is handled well with good contextual knowledge of the GNCTU as well as 
relevant comments on the provenance of the source. The conclusion reaches judgement about the sources in relation to the question 
and this is further explained. The consistent focus and comparison of the sources, as well as the developed provenance ensure that this 
is a good answer, but the slight unevenness in terms of provenance means that this stays in Level 5 rather than Level 6.
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Examiner commentary
The introduction sets out a clear debate with a recognition that Source D has a nuanced perspective on the view in the question. 
However there is a clear two-sided approach with the candidate using Sources C and D to suggest that lack of support was the main 
reason for the ineffectiveness of strike action and A, B and aspects of D offer an alternative view. This is a strong introductory paragraph.

The candidate tackles the sources as a group and uses C and D together to argue that lack of support was the main reason for the 
ineffectiveness of strike action. The sources are well-explained with some limited contextual knowledge applied in this section. However 
there are no comments made about the nature or purpose of these sources. 

Sources A, B and D are then used to tackle the alternative views that the effectiveness of the government response was the main reason 
for the ineffectiveness of strike action. Contextual knowledge is demonstrated in this paragraph with references to the Newport Rising, 
the Tolpuddle Martyrs and the New Poor Law. These events are used to place the explanations in context, although references to the 
actual sources are limited. B and C are tackled reasonably well in terms of an explanation in relation to the question to offer another 
angle on union finances. However provenance is again omitted by the candidate. 

The conclusion reaches judgement about the content of the sources in relation to the question but not on their nature. As a result 
the candidate produces an answer which explains the sources well and offers some contextual support, but without any discussion of 
provenance this limits the answer to Level 3.
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Examiner commentary
The candidate begins with a basic view which offers some comments on each source in relation to the question. The response 
begins by considering Source A. The candidate makes some very generalised and simplistic comments on the source with limited 
explanation and use of contextual knowledge. Some of the answer is confused and lacking clarity. The treatment of Source C follows in 
a similar fashion with limited explanation and very general comments made about the source. The candidate does attempt to discuss 
provenance and there is a valid point made about this being a personal diary but this is undeveloped. 

Sources D and B are treated in a very similar manner. There are some attempts to discuss contextual events but these are not always 
relevant to the particular question. There is some limited explanation of the view of Source D, but as with the other sources, this is 
not developed and discussion of provenance is very simplistic. Source B is treated in a very superficial manner, with some confused 
explanation of union finances although there is a relevant point made about the testimony of Robberds which is undeveloped. 

There is some attempt in the conclusion to provide a judgement on the sources in terms of their views, but this is limited. As a result 
of the weak explanation of the sources and the very general comments, the answer was placed in Level 2. In order to reach Level 3, 
the evaluation would need to be less general and there would to be some greater development of the explanation of each source in 
relation to the question. Contextual knowledge would also need to be more clearly linked to the particular question.
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 Level 6, 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate offers a strong opening line which challenges the view given in the question, namely that Emancipation was not the 
result of the Catholic Association’s campaigns. Other factors are put forward including Liberal Toryism and the willingness of the British 
government to compromise. The candidate examines the role of the Catholic Association and has some pertinent knowledge about 
the role of O’Connell and the growth of the organisation. This is placed within a longer historical context although the candidate omits 
the County Clare election of 1828 which would have strengthened this point. There is a similar strength to the discussion of Liberal 
Toryism and good detail on the repeal of other anti-Catholic laws. There is some drift in the final argument but the candidate is able to 
rightly point out that potential violence in Ireland was problematic for the British government for a number of reasons. The conclusion is 
sound and on topic and so the candidate was given a low Level 6 mark for this response. 
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Exemplar 2 Level 2, 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does suggest that Emancipation had some connection to the Catholic Association although there were other factors 
including a vague reference to previous experiences. O’Connell is mentioned by name also. 

There are some relevant, if descriptive points made about Peel and Wellington although the discussion is illustrative and not well 
developed. The candidate also attempts to discuss the economic and social position of Ireland but support is general and unconvincing 
with some irrelevant material including the Maynooth Grant noted. The candidate strays into irrelevance with the discussion of 
Liverpool’s government and there is no direct reference to O’Connell and the Catholic Association. By omitting the main factor from the 
question the candidate has focused on the topic rather than the particular question set. 

The conclusion continues this very superficial approach and attempts at explanation are not really based on any substantiated 
evidence. The answer is therefore placed in Level 2 as there is little support for the points made and there is no discussion of the main 
factor of the question. 
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 Level 6, 18 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers a clear view about the question, defining what the flaws in the electoral system were before 1832 and offers an initial 
view on whether the 1832 Act failed to address these. The candidate adopted a thematic approach and considered a range of issues. 
The candidate considers several flaws including uneven representation, the electoral process and the extent of the franchise, offering 
detailed support from a range of examples to support their argument. This detailed support is sustained throughout the essay and the 
response shows a good range of relevant and accurate material which is well used and not simply imparted. 

The three factors are treated evenly, with a relevant discussion of rotten boroughs and corruption as well as an analysis of the role 
of public voting. There is some particular good detail pertaining to the franchise. A judgement is reached, which is reasonably well 
developed. The scope of the response, the consistent focus, analysis and supporting detail ensure that the response reaches Level 6. 
However, to reach the very top of the level there would need to a greater sense of interim judgements of the factors being discussed. 
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Examiner commentary
The candidate has a very clear line of reasoning established at the beginning and follows this through the essay. An unusual, but valid 
approach saw the candidate argue that the flaws of the system were not eradicated as proven by the emergence of later radical groups. 
However the focus on the actual flaws is confined to a discussion of the extension of the franchise in the second paragraph and a 
discussion of how the act discouraged corruption in the third paragraph. Although the arguments are valid, there is a lack of supporting 
detail. The candidate also discusses other effects of the 1832 Act but does not specifically link these to flaws in the electoral system and 
as a result the answer has only a partial focus and was therefore given a Level 3 mark. 
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‘Send’.  Thank you.
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www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
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to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between 
the specification and a resource please contact us at:  
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.
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Section A, Question 1, Source B: Adapted from Robberds,  
'Testimony', from P Hollis (ed.), 'Class and Conflict in Nineteenth 
Century England, c. 1815-50', pp187-188, Routledge, 1973. 
Section A, Question 1, Source C: Adapted from H Pelling, 'A History  
of British Trade Unionism', p45, Palgrave Macmillan, 1963. 
Section A, Question 1, Source D: F Engels, 'The Conditions of the 
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A Scharf (ed.), 'Industrialisation and Culture 1830-1914', p133, 
MacMillan, 1970.
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