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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1a

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 5, 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response answers the question effectively, making good points about both factors and reaching a substantiated judgement. 
In considering the role of Charles Albert, the candidate accurately makes the two most substantial points that illustrate his 
contribution: the ‘Statuto’ and his declaration of war on Austria. Both are explained relevantly. In considering the second factor, 
‘revolutionary leaders’, the response is effective on Mazzini and Rome, but sketchy elsewhere. In the concluding paragraph a 
plausible judgement is reached, based on the chronological sequence of events. Overall, the gaps relating to the second factor 
preclude Level 6, as the analysis of both factors cannot be considered ‘thorough’ but the strength of engagement of the answer and 
the underlying sound understanding indicate the higher mark in Level 5.

Exemplar 2 (Low/Medium) Level 3, 4 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response has some obvious limitations in terms of balance. The first factor, ‘Charles Albert of Piedmont’, is handled quite 
well. Both of his critical contributions, the introduction of the ‘Statuto’ and the war with Austria, are appreciated, understood 
and explained in relation to the question. The second factor, ‘revolutionary leaders’, is, however, only addressed briefly and in 
general terms with only one leader named: Mazzini; detailed evaluation is conspicuous by its absence. The conclusion is a single, 
undeveloped remark and indicates ‘basic judgement’. The response as a whole, therefore, clearly fits the criteria for Level 3, ‘factors 
analysed in a partial way’ with the treatment of the second factor and the weak judgement precluding Level 4. The valid points 
made for the first factor justify the higher mark in Level 3.
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Question 1b

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 17 marks
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Exemplar 2 (Medium/High) Level 5, 13 marks

Examiner commentary
The response has a consistent focus on the question and is well structured with a line of reasoning that is sustained through the 
essay. The essential approach of taking Napoleon III’s contribution first and then comparing it to those of Garibaldi and Cavour is 
logical and well sustained. It also enables the candidate to reach interim judgements, a useful distinction between Level 5 and 
Level 6. Factual support and understanding are strong throughout and the concluding judgement has a persuasive logic. One 
consideration that is neglected in supporting the case for Cavour is his negative attitude towards the incorporation of the South 
before Garibaldi forced the issue by conquest and conciliation in 1860-1. Although the script merits a Level 6 mark, pushing the line 
of reasoning a little further in instances such as this would be expected for a really high mark in the top level.
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Examiner commentary
The response adopts the common approach of comparing the contribution of Napoleon III to those of Garibaldi and Cavour. In 
the main, the response reads as a list of explained, rival contributions. The line of reasoning is fairly well developed but not fully 
sustained. There is an appreciation of negative elements in Napoleon III’s contribution but the best examples, the Treaty of Villafranca 
and the maintenance of the French garrison in Rome, are passed over. The assessments of Cavour and Garibaldi are supported and 
the links between the two and Napoleon III explored to some extent, although, as with Napoleon III, negative elements associated 
with Cavour, in this context, for instance, his attitude to the South, are not fully explored. Overall, the degree of engagement running 
through the response, the mostly sound support and understanding make it appropriate for it to be placed in Level 5, but towards 
the bottom of the level.
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Question 2a

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response demonstrates sound knowledge and good understanding throughout. In considering the second factor (discussed 
first), ‘the creation of a true sense of unity’, the candidate shows a sound grasp of relevant concepts and some accurate and apposite 
knowledge of economic phenomena, although the significance given to the 1893 bank crash as a judgement on the economy as 
a whole over this period could be questioned. The first factor, ‘the creation of a sense of unity’, is well handled with a good range of 
appropriate evidence. The explanation of the partial bridging of the division between church and state is particularly well done. The 
conclusion is nicely drawn, showing balance and an intelligent understanding of the historical processes under review. As a whole, 
the response clearly meets the criteria for Level 6. A slight unevenness of treatment leads to it being credited with 9 marks rather 
than 10.
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Question 2b

Exemplar 1 (Low/Medium) Level 4, 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response does generally address the question and has some relevant knowledge and understanding. There is a line of reasoning 
and some sense of structure, although this is not entirely convincing and the response as a whole is not that well developed. In 
addressing the nominated factor, the revolutions’ ‘ effect on Piedmont’, the candidate makes a few useful initial deductions but does 
not follow them through to pin down in detail the role of Piedmont in the 1850s and the importance of the changes that were 
consequent on Piedmont’s role in 1848-9, being content with generalisations about Cavour and Victor Emmanuel. Two alternative 
factors are then introduced, more or less in the form of a list, but relevant, if undeveloped, points are made about anti-Austrian 
feeling and the position of the papacy, with little on the consequences for revolutionaries like Mazzini. A basic judgement ensues 
which does pull the answer together to some degree. The quality of this response, both in terms of knowledge and line of reasoning 
suggests Level 4, hence it was placed in the middle of the level.

Exemplar 2 (High) Level 6, 19 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response engages with the question from the outset and sustains and develops a line of reasoning through the entire essay. 
The opening paragraph is notable for its clarity and sets the tone for a high level of engagement with both the history and the given 
question. Factual support is accurate and very well deployed so that the line of reasoning is well sustained. Interim judgements, 
useful criteria for distinguishing between Level 5 and Level 6, are very much in evidence and the response as a whole generates 
a persuasive argument. Understanding is excellent with a good range of sharp points, culminating in a really strong conclusion. 
Perhaps the only quibble, albeit an important one, is that the candidate fails to comment on the result of the 1848-9 revolutions for 
the papacy and how papal conservatism affected the balance of political forces in Italy in the 1850s. Unquestionably, this response 
merits Level 6 and should have a high mark in the level.
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We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce.  By 
clicking on the ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure 
that our resources work for you.  When the email template pops 
up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click 
‘Send’.  Thank you.

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between 
the specification and a resource please contact us at:  
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: 
Square down and Square up: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of 
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance 
programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 

© OCR 2019 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company 
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office  
The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.  
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.
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