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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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SECTION A

England and a New Century c.1900–1918

Study the four sources and then answer Question 1.

1 Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the 
Budget of 1909 was a device to force a constitutional clash with the House of Lords. [30]

Source A:  The Chancellor of the Exchequer explains his reasons for the taxes contained in his 
Budget.

The Budget proposes taxes that provide for the aged and deserving poor. It is hard that an old workman 
should have to find his way to the gates of the tomb, bleeding and footsore, through the brambles and 
thorns of poverty. We are raising money for pensions for the elderly and to provide against the evils of 
unemployment and sickness. The rich are now protesting against paying their fair share of taxation. In 
framing the Budget I decided no-one’s lot would be harder to bear. By that test, I challenge the Lords 
to judge the Budget.

Lloyd George, speech, 31 July 1909

Source B:  On the day the House of Lords rejected the Budget, a leading newspaper comments 
on the significance of the decision.

This event – the exercise by the House of Lords of an unquestionable right – is of the highest 
constitutional and historical importance. There is no precedent for a Government avowedly pursuing the 
policy of destroying the power of the House of Lords to reject or amend any measure that a temporary 
majority in the Commons may be pleased to pass, whether that measure is desired by the country. But 
that, and nothing else, has been the policy of the present Government, and the Budget is merely the 
culmination of a design deliberately adopted and steadily pursued. 

The Times, editorial, 30 November 1909

Source C:  In calling for an election, the Prime Minister explains his reason for doing so to the 
House of Commons.

We are living under a system of false balances and loaded dice. When the democracy votes Tory 
we are submitted to the uncontrolled domination of a single Chamber. When the democracy votes 
Liberal, a dormant Second Chamber wakes from its slumbers and is able to frustrate our efforts as it 
did with regard to education, licensing, measures for Scotland, and finance. They proceed to frustrate 
the clearest expressed intention of the elective House. The House of Lords have deliberately chosen 
their ground. They have decided to ignore in regard to finance the time-honoured conventions of our 
Constitution. We have not provoked the challenge, but we welcome it.

H.H. Asquith, speech, 2 December 1909

Source D:  A member of the House of Lords explains his opposition to the Parliament Bill being 
debated in the House of Lords.

The Government manoeuvred the House of Lords into rejecting the Budget. Since 1906 the Liberals 
proceeded to legislate, not for the welfare of the people, but underlying the whole of their policy was 
the purpose of making war upon the constitution of this country. The rejection of the Budget is the very 
reason why your lordships should stick to your guns now. It is part and parcel of the same policy. We do 
not intend to allow the ancient tradition of parliamentary practice to be applied to a class of measures 
which has never been before parliament in the recollection of generations. 

Lord Willoughby de Broke, speech, 9 August 1911
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Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 26 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate in this response takes a direct approach by considering each source individually, with no grouping and no 
introduction. This approach is valid and there is no preferred method of answering this style of question. There is a clear two-sided 
approach with the candidate using Sources B and D to support the idea that the 1909 Budget was a device to force a constitutional 
clash with the House of Lords. Source B is explained in relation to the question and the provenance of the source is considered with 
some relevant points made about The Times and its readership and offers some valid contextual support about the Liberal reforms 
and the content of the Budget. The candidate then uses Source D in a similar manner, providing developed analysis of the source’s 
provenance and some relevant contextual comments. 

Sources C and A are then used to tackle the alternative views to the question. C is tackled reasonably well with comments on 
Conservative dominance in the House of Lords and contextual knowledge on budget approval. Provenance is developed and 
evaluated in relation to Asquith’s position. The candidate tackles Source A last with some contextual knowledge of the Liberal 
reforms, although this could have been developed. The provenance of the source is developed and the evaluation is impressive. 
Finally and most importantly for Level 6, the conclusion shows a judgement on the sources and not just on the topic. This is a 
discriminating factor for the highest levels. The answer is given a low Level 6 mark, with better contextual knowledge on all sources 
required for a higher mark in the band. 

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 4, 20 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate introduces the answer with some contextual background on the constitutional crisis and then discusses various 
views on why the crisis may have emerged, but without fully focusing on either the Budget or the sources themselves. The answer 
improves as the sources are examined with the candidate grouping B and D. B is explained in relation to the question and the 
comments on provenance are generally thoughtful although there is some assertion. Contextual support is reasonably well- 
developed. Source D is linked with some valid comments on the nature of the source and its provenance, although contextual 
support is more generalised. The candidate makes a clear contrast between B and D and the alternative view presented by 
sources A and C. The explanation of C is sound and comments on the nature of the source demonstrate a good understanding 
of the provenance. Contextual support is noted although this could have been developed. A is evaluated using both context and 
provenance and the candidate’s analysis and evaluation is good here. The concluding judgement is not well-developed and so 
despite some good comments on provenance the unevenness of contextual support and the lack of a concluding judgement mean 
that this answer is placed in Level 4.

Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 3, 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate begins by grouping Sources C and D as supporting the idea that the Budget was designed to force a constitutional 
crisis. There are some unconvincing comments in the first paragraph before the candidate examines Source C. Source C is not dealt 
with particularly well with some stock comments on Asquith and there are some unconvincing comments about the nature of the 
challenge at the end of the second paragraph. There is some better explanation of Source D, although there is confusion over some 
of the dates, but there is no real contextual knowledge or discussion of provenance added. Source A is reasonably well explained in 
relation to the question with some limited discussion of context but again omitting any discussion of provenance. Finally Source B 
is explained with some links to Source A, although this link is not developed. Contextual knowledge is lacking as are comments on 
provenance. Overall the answer offered some explanation, although this was not always convincing and some limited contextual 
support meaning that this was given a low Level 3 mark.
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate offers a good response which analyses a number of factors in relation to the idea of One Nation Conservatism. There 
is no general introduction, which may have helped the candidate to secure a higher mark in Level 6 if initial arguments and terms 
had been outlined. The candidate considers a range of reasons including public health reforms, education, imperial and overseas 
interests as all demonstrating that Disraeli’s beliefs were not merely a slogan. Contextual support is generally strong as is the analysis 
of each factor. Finally the candidate then examines areas where actions were less consistent in terms of both the Empire and other 
elements of social reform that were permissive. The conclusion offered is sound, although it might have been further developed. 
Overall the depth of analysis and judgement and the consistent focus on the question meant that this answer was given a low Level 
6 mark. 

Exemplar 2 (Low) 5 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening tries to establish an argument, although the comments made are unconvincing and without merit to begin with. 
There is an attempt to define the terms in the question but this attempt is weak. The second paragraph is better and there is a better 
attempt made to define ‘One Nation Conservatism’. Although there is much assertion there are elements that are creditworthy, 
including the idea that much of the legislation was permissive as well as some of Disraeli’s thinking behind the theory. 

The argument on the second page tends to drift, with some general points made but also much assertion. The lack of clear detail 
included in this section means that the comments tend to be extremely generalised and unconvincing. The argument is not 
particularly focused on the question and the candidate loses control of the material. The conclusion does not offer any additional 
insight and so the argument tends to be on-topic but knowledge and understanding is limited and so the essay was placed in Level 2. 
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers a clear view about the question demonstrating a range of opinions on the impact of the Boer War on Britain. The 
candidate adopts a thematic approach, considering the successes of the war in the short term and examining its immediate political 
impact on the Conservatives before comparing this to a longer term change in attitudes towards the Empire. The candidate shows 
good knowledge on the details of the Boer War and its financial impact on Britain and shows how this was disastrous for the country. 
The candidate also examines the deficiencies in public health and its links to the army and how it led to social reform and a debate 
about national efficiency before then examining Britain’s reputation in the world, which was damaged as a result of its performance 
in the Boer War. There is some slight drift towards the end when looking at foreign policy, but this doesn’t detract from the sense of 
the essay which is detailed and well-argued. The judgement is on-topic and as a result the essay was given a low Level 6 mark. 

Exemplar 2 (Medium/High) Level 5, 14 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate produces a succinct and focused introduction that offers a clear view on the issues in the question. There is a focus 
on Britain’s international status with some description on the armies that fought in the war. This initial argument is not particularly 
convincing in terms of showing how the war was a disaster for the British but there is an attempt to place the war in a wider context. 
The next section is better, although there is some description, as the candidate explored British and Boer tactics and demonstrated 
how the British use of internment camps aroused much criticism. The discussion on the failure of the British to deal with the guerrilla 
tactics of the Boers is also fruitful with the candidate acknowledging that despite the overall victory, the performance of the army 
and the costs of that victory were a disaster for Britain. The candidate offers some challenge to the view in the question based on the 
overall result and the temporary gains made in South Africa. The candidate doesn’t fully develop this alternative view which would 
have certainly helped the essay to access the top of Level 5 and into Level 6. The overall judgement is consistent with the rest of the 
essay and the consistent focus of the essay means that this was given a mid-range Level 5 mark.
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