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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1
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Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 28 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate starts the answer with a general introduction which groups the sources into two opposing viewpoints and makes an 
initial hypothesis as to the strength of evidence provided by the sources. There is a small typing error when the candidate mistakes 
A for B, but it can be seen from the original statement that the candidate has in fact grouped Sources B and D to support the idea 
that the 1909 Budget was a device to force a constitutional clash with the House of Lords. Source B is explained in relation to the 
question with detailed comments on the context of the source and some extremely well-developed comments on the provenance 
of the Times in relation to this question. The candidate compares the strength of Source B to Source D and again explains its content 
in relation to the question. There is some excellent contextual background given on the nature of the Liberal reforms but it is the 
provenance of this source that is particularly well-developed and evaluated. 

Sources C and A are then used to tackle the alternative views to the question. The candidate offers good explanation with some 
placed contextual support and again evaluates the source in relation to Asquith’s position. Finally there is similar treatment of Source 
A with some good contextual knowledge of the Liberal reforms and impressive evaluation of the provenance of Source A. The 
judgement is on the sources at the end, placing the answer firmly into Level 6. For the top of the band this concluding judgement 
could have been developed, but overall this is an extremely strong response.

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 4, 16 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate’s introduction outlines the main arguments of each source in relation to the question with some descriptive 
comments on the provenance of each source. The sources are clearly understood and the interpretations are valid. The approach in 
the main body of the essay is to explain each source, individually, in relation to the question. The candidate argues that B and D most 
strongly support the view in the question, with some valid explanation of B, but without any reference to provenance or contextual 
support. There is better treatment of D, with some valid comments on provenance, although these are undeveloped and some 
limited contextual support which could be sharper in relation to the source. C is again explained in relation to the question with 
some acknowledgement that it can be interpreted as supporting both views in the question. However again there are no references 
to contextual material nor is there any discussion of provenance. A is reasonably well-explained with some hints of provenance that 
are undeveloped and some limited contextual support, although this is quite general. The conclusion follows the main thrust of 
the essay and links the content of the sources to this but there is nothing on the weight of evidence. The answer is mostly focused 
and has elements of provenance and contextual support, but not for all sources and so this response was placed at the bottom of 
Level 4.

Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 3, 13 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate takes a direct approach to the answer by immediately introducing Source A and examines its arguments. The 
candidate uses Source A to support the view in the question although there is no contextual knowledge used to support this and at 
times the comments are unconvincing. There are some stock comments on the nature of the source added. These stock comments 
on the purpose of a speech do not evaluate the provenance of the source in a discriminatory sense which would be expected for 
a high level answer. Source B is explained in a similar fashion and again the comments on provenance relate to the article coming 
from a newspaper, rather than tackling the readership and political outlook of the Times. D is then used to support the view in the 
question and although there is some attempt to link this to Source B, this is not developed. The candidate misses the opportunity 
to use the provenance of the source to evaluate its content but does attempt to discuss the nature of the speech in a general sense. 
There is also a stock comment made about the speech being only one Lord’s view which again adds little to the evaluation. There 
is an acknowledgement that C does not support the view in the question but no supporting material is offered to develop this and 
the evaluation is in line with the rest of the answer including some general comments about Asquith being the Prime Minister and 
that this was one speech. The conclusion does focus on the sources, but only on their content rather than considering the weight 
of the evidence. The answer was therefore placed at the lower end of Level 3 in that there was some valid explanation and stock 
provenance but no real discrimination or contextual support.
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Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 18 marks

Question 2
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Examiner commentary
This was a high level response where the candidate demonstrated an excellent grasp of the topic and what was being asked in this 
particular question. The introduction establishes a debate with the question being set into the context of the period. The candidate 
examines Baldwin’s calmness via the issues of the General Strike and the Abdication Crisis and these factors are fully investigated 
with supporting evidence used to substantiate the points made. The candidate demonstrates an excellent grasp of the contextual 
material and the argument’s line of reasoning is sound. The counter argument is introduced by way of Churchill’s quotation and 
the argument is then reasonably tailored to the economic challenges of the 1920s and the political constraints Baldwin faced. The 
candidate also examines the political situation in this period and uses this to show how Baldwin’s main strengths were not simply 
in dealing with a crisis but also in ensuring Conservative success. The controlled argument and depth of knowledge meant that this 
answer was placed into Level 6.

Exemplar 2 (Medium–High) Level 5, 16 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate starts with a brief introduction which demonstrates a good understanding of the question, comparing Baldwin’s 
calmness with other qualities namely ruthlessness. The first paragraph examines Baldwin’s role in the General Strike, and there is 
a clear link to the question demonstrating Baldwin’s calmness in his preparations, with good detail about these and an interim 
judgement. The candidate then discusses another aspect of his leadership by examining his flexibility with some supporting detail 
on this. The candidate finally examines Baldwin’s ruthlessness, again in relation to the General Strike though with no reference to 
other contextual material. The conclusion is sound and follows the line of reasoning established in the rest of the essay and it makes 
a clear judgement. The answer is certainly focused on the issues in the question and so is placed in Level 5. Additional contextual 
material would have been required to reach Level 6.

Exemplar 3 (Medium) Level 4, 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate shows an awareness of the nature of the question in the introductory paragraph and links calmness to the 1926 
General Strike and Baldwin’s actions. The alternative views offered, namely Baldwin’s strong leadership and his delegation of 
responsibility, are also noted although the arguments here need some development. Calmness is examined in relation to both the 
General Strike and the formation and actions of the National Government. The discussion of the General Strike is relevant with some 
detailed supporting knowledge, although the section on the National Government is undeveloped. The candidate then examines 
the nature of Baldwin’s leadership and his delegation of responsibility, notably to Chamberlain. There is some support, but this is not 
always linked clearly to the question. The conclusion is valid and follows the main arguments of the essay. Overall the candidate’s 
response is generally focused with some good detail in parts and so Level 4 is the appropriate level for this particular question.
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Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 19 marks

Question 3
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers a clear view about the question on whether MacDonald betrayed the Labour Party in his second ministry. The 
candidate adopts a thematic approach, examining the formation of the National Government, Labour’s economic policies and his 
political transition as examples of this betrayal whilst also acknowledging that his social policies were more socialist in appearance. 
This is a strong introduction. 

The candidate is extremely clear in the arguments offered, ensuring that each factor is related to the betrayal of the Labour Party. 
They show good knowledge of the formation of the National Government demonstrating that Labour was effectively a junior 
partner in this new body, although there is recognition that MacDonald was facing an unprecedented crisis which the Labour Party 
were unable to solve unaided. There is also good knowledge of Labour’s economic policies under Snowden and the rejection of 
socialist ideas that were put forward to solve the economic situation but again this is offset by recognition that some socialist ideas 
were put into practice and so MacDonald did not entirely betray his party. The third factor examined is MacDonald’s political shift 
to the right and this is set into a more long-term context comparing his centrist beliefs to those of Baldwin. There is perhaps slightly 
less supporting evidence here but nonetheless the candidate is securely in control of the argument. There is an excellent counter 
argument offered on Labour’s social policies demonstrating more socialist principles. Housing and London Transport, amongst 
other factors, are well-covered and these are clearly linked to the question of betrayal as the candidate offers a solid defence of 
MacDonald’s actions. The concluding judgement is on-topic and follows the arguments put forward in the rest of the essay and as a 
result the essay was rewarded with a high Level 6 mark.

Exemplar 2 (Low) Level 2, 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response, although undeveloped, offers a clear view on the idea that MacDonald betrayed the Labour Party in this second 
ministry. The focus is clearly on the topic but the answer lacks supporting detail. The first paragraph offers a view that he was not at 
fault as it was not something he wanted. There is some relevant information about the views of the King but nothing on the nature 
of the crisis facing the Labour government. The second paragraph develops the answer by looking at the nature of the economic 
crisis and although the candidate substitutes Baldwin for MacDonald, it is clear that this is a typing error rather than an error of 
fact. Supporting detail though is still limited with only a hint of Labour’s policies noted at the beginning of the second paragraph. 
The third paragraph is the conclusion which hints at mistakes being made by the Labour Party and there is a repetition of the 
involvement of the King but no substantial evidence is offered. The lack of supporting detail means that although the essay is on-
topic, knowledge and understanding are limited and so this answer is placed in Level 2.
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