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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1

Exemplar 1 (High) Total 29 marks
Question 1(a) Level 6, 9 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

5

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019



Exemplar Candidate Work

6

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019

Examiner commentary
The opening offers a clear view as to which factor had the greater impact. Both factors are explained well, with the response 
offering a number of different reasons as to why and how the factors impacted on Spain. The impact of involvement in foreign 
wars is well supported by an extensive range of examples of where Spain was involved in conflict and there are precise details 
as to how this impacted on Spain through issues such as taxation. The explanation covers a number of ways in which Spain was 
impacted. In discussing the impact of his absences there is a similar depth of explanation and supporting material. The response 
notes that greatest impact of his absences was at the start of his reign and is also able to link absences to foreign wars as part of the 
explanation as to why that was of greater importance. The judgement is fully explained and this takes the response into Level 6, but 
to reach the very top further development of the judgement would have helped.

Question 1(b) Level 6, 20 marks
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Exemplar 2 (Medium) Total 18 marks
Question 1(a) Level 4, 6 marks

Examiner commentary
The opening sets the scene and describes what Ferdinand and Isabella did. The opening also offers a clear view as to their greatest 
achievement and shows a good focus on the actual wording of the question, not simply listing what they did, but linking it to the 
idea of ‘greatest achievement’. Throughout the response the answer links the material back to the actual question to show why it 
was an achievement. In the case of pacification this is done through showing how serious a problem they faced and the argument 
is supported by an excellent range of detailed material. The argument is balanced with the response showing the limitations to 
pacification and therefore arguing that it was not their greatest achievement and reaches a judgement about the issue based on 
the earlier discussion. In discussing Granada there is some comparison with pacification and a clear argument that the complete 
success achieved in Granada makes it a more significant achievement. Once again there is detailed support and a clear explanation 
as to why this was so significant. The conclusion builds on this and supports the main body of the essay. Although only two factors 
or issues are discussed the scope of the ‘pacification’ is very wide ranging and therefore there is sufficient range of material. There 
are interim and balanced judgements as well as an overall judgement which is why the response goes into Level 6 and the level of 
support takes it to the top.
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Examiner commentary
The opening is quite descriptive before some explanation as to the impact of his early absence from Spain. The response focuses 
on his absence on the death of Ferdinand and does not look at later absences and events such as the Comuneros revolt. However, 
there is more focus when considering the impact of wars, but even here the response is largely limited to the issue of taxation before 
an overall judgement is reached. The answer is narrow in its coverage and uneven in its treatment of factors, hence it is limited to 
Level 4. In order to reach a higher level there would need to be a much wider consideration of issues for both factors and a greater 
development of the judgement. 

Question 1(b) Level 4, 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening sets the scene and does offer a view that pacification was not their greatest achievement without establishing what 
could be seen as their greatest triumph. The response starts by considering the War of Succession. Its importance is explained and 
the results of it are discussed but the response would benefit from a clearer link back to the issue of ‘greatest achievement’. The 
response then discusses the Granada War and the importance of success in that is explained but there is no real attempt to argue 
that it was or was not their greatest achievement, instead the importance is explained. The last point discussed is the discovery and 
acquisition of land in the New World and the approach to this typifies the response. It is seen as another achievement without any 
attempt to assess whether it was their greatest achievement. It appears as if the response runs out of time as there is no conclusion. 
However, the answer simply lists three achievements and explains why they were achievements without any attempt to argue 
which was their greatest. It is therefore similar to a well-explained list essay and is therefore placed in Level 4, but to go higher there 
would need to be a sense of judgement.

Exemplar 3 (Low) Total 10 marks
Question 1(a) Level 3, 3 marks
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Examiner commentary
There is only limited explanation of the issues raised by the question, with the opening suggesting a limited focus on the actual 
question. The opening point about absence when Charles became Emperor is confused and also vague, with a limited reference to 
unrest. Only later is the Comuneros revolt mentioned and there is also a confused reference to Germania which was not caused by 
his absence. The comments about his absence are therefore quite general and limited. However, the comments about war are even 
more general, with reference to issues such as Spaniards did not like to get involved in war. There are also very general references to 
using Spanish money. There is an attempt to reach a judgement, but the level of support makes this unconvincing. The response is 
placed in Level 3 as both factors are addressed in only a partial way, with the comments on war being particularly general. In order 
to be placed in a higher level there would need to be much more specific knowledge.

Question 1(b) Level 3, 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening suggests that the response is aware of a number of Ferdinand and Isabella’s achievements, but it does not offer a 
view as to which was the greatest. The pacification is considered in a very general manner with little specific knowledge displayed. 
There is also some description over the Cortes which is not well linked to the actual question. Attempts at argument are very 
limited and not well supported. In dealing with the Reconquista there is some understanding that it was important, but the answer 
becomes descriptive of what they did and the analysis of its significance is very limited and basic. In dealing with finances there 
is evidence of some greater depth of knowledge, even if there are slips over dates. There is an attempt to consider their foreign 
policy achievements, but there are errors here which detract from the attempted argument. The conclusion is limited and has 
not really been shown in the main body of the response and is little more than an assertion. The weak explanation and limited 
focus on ‘greatest achievement’ results in a response that has limited explanation and as there is only limited support it is placed at 
the bottom of the level. In order to go higher there would need to be greater explanation and support, with clearer focus on the 
question..
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Question 2

Exemplar 4 (Medium) 21 marks
Question 2(a) Level 4, 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response shows some understanding of the concept of La Convivencia, but the depth of knowledge and ability to link the 
material to the question is a limiting factor in the response. The opening attempts to explain the term and uses this to explain how 
this helped social stability. Much of the information used to support the explanation is quite general, but there is an underlying 
understanding of the issue. However, the answer drifts to the ending of it and the impact. In discussing the cultural benefits there 
is some explanation, but again it is quite general and it would have been helpful to have provided some examples of western 
knowledge and philosophical ideas that were spread. The judgement is slightly better and helps to take the response into Level 4. 
The response attempts to address an issue that candidates find challenging and is aware of some of the general benefits, but needs 
to have precise examples if it is to reach a higher level.

Question 2(b) Level 5, 15 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view about Charles’ financial problems. The response is aware that financial issues were a serious concern 
and places them in the context of Philip’s early bankruptcy. The response attempts to show that insufficient revenue was not the 
main cause of his problems, explaining how he was able to gain funds from the Cortes. The response also explains that Charles 
was able to gain funds from parts of his Empire, but no figures are provided to show that these funds were sufficient. The response 
considers the problem of expenditure and explains why Charles spent so much, but then returns to how he raised money be it the 
sale of titles or loans. However, the response is aware that borrowing created debts and this served to increase difficulties further. The 
response puts forward the view that the cost of foreign wars was the most important factor and provides some specific examples to 
support the claim. The conclusion reaches a judgement which takes the response from Level 4 to Level 5. It has explained a range of 
factors and the role they played in causing financial problems before going on show how it was expenditure on foreign policy that 
links the issues together..
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