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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the
summer 2018 examination series.
OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars,
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has
been applied.
Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-levelgce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
The question paper, mark scheme and any resource
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins –
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).
It is important to note that approaches to question
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may
make small adjustments to improve the performance of
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive
changes.
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Wars of the Roses 1445–1461
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Study the four sources and then answer Question 1.
Question
1
1

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the
support of Richard, Earl of Warwick was crucial to Yorkist success in the years 1455 to 1461. [30]

Source A: A description of the First Battle of St Albans, 1455.
Lord Clifford kept strongly the barriers so that the Duke of York might not in any way enter nor break
into the town but the Earl of Warwick took and gathered his men together and ferociously broke in
by the garden side between the sign of the Key and the sign of the Chequer in Hollowell Street; and
as soon as they were in the town they blew trumpets and shouted with a great voice: ‘A Warwick! A
Warwick!’ At once after the breaking in they set on them manfully. The Duke of Somerset, the Earl
of Northumberland, Lord Clifford and about 50 more of the King’s followers were slain; the King was
wounded as were also the Duke of Buckingham, the Earl of Stafford, the Earl of Dorset and Sir John
Wenlock.
The Paston Letters, 1455
Source B: A description of the return of the Duke of York from Ireland in 1460.
While the people were wavering in doubt and the lord King was assembled with the prelates, peers and
commons in parliament for the good of the realm, the Duke of York with the pomp of a great following
and horns and trumpets arrived in no small exultation of spirit. He advanced with determined step on
the royal throne and laid his hand on the cushion, keeping it there for a short while. At last, drawing
it back, he looked at the gazing assembly. The Archbishop of Canterbury asked him if he wished to
see the Lord King but the Duke seemed irritated and replied curtly, ‘I know of no person in this realm
whom it does not behove to come to me rather than I should visit him.’ When the news of the Duke’s
high-handedness reached the people, they at once began to murmur against him.
Whethamstede’s Chronicle, 1460
Source C: An account of the Second Battle of St Albans in February, 1461.
When the Battle of Wakefield was over, Queen Margaret came from Scotland to York where it was
decided by the counsel of the lords to march in force to London and to rescue King Henry from the
hands of his enemies. On Shrove Tuesday took place the Battle of St Albans, where the Duke of
Norfolk and the Earls of Warwick and Arundel and many others fled the field. And the prince came to
his father, King Henry, in the field and was dubbed knight. In the battle were killed 2,000 men.
The Annals of William of Worcester, 1461

3
Source D: An account of the accession of Edward IV in 1461.
On the 28 February, 1461 the Earl of March and the Earl of Warwick came to London with a great
power, and on Sunday afterwards all the host mustered in St John’s field and there were read among
them certain articles and points in which King Henry had offended against the realm and then they
were asked whether they would have the Earl of March as King and they cried ‘Yea!’; when the Earl
©
2018
ofOCR
March
was told the people had chosen himY105/01
as Jun18
king, he thanked them and, by the advice of the
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Bishop of Exeter, the Earl of Warwick and others, consented to take the
crown upon him.
Six Town Chronicles, 1461
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Examiner commentary
The opening provides a brief summary as to the views of the four sources about the issue in the question. The response also
suggests which source offers the strongest support for the statement and the ones that offer the least support. This is a useful way
of providing structure to the response. The response therefore begins with Source D and explains how it supports the statement
that Warwick’s role was crucial. The provenance of the source is discussed in some detail with the answer going from a very general
to a more specific comment. This is followed by the use of contextual knowledge about Calais and the Battle of Northampton
to support the claim. The response then considers Source A and its comments about the Battle of St Albans. The provenance is
considered, although not fully developed, but contextual knowledge is used to support the argument. The candidate then deals
with Sources B and D, which offer less support for the statement. As with the previous source, the treatment of the provenance
is less strong than the use of contextual knowledge, which shows a good understanding of Richard’s return from Ireland and the
Parliament of Devils and the Act of Accord. In dealing with D there is some comment about the provenance, but is stronger in using
contextual knowledge, where considerable detail about the behaviour of Margaret’s army is provided. The conclusion provides some
judgement with focus on the sources. The response would have been placed higher in the level if the provenance on some of the
8/21/2018
Print Script
sources had been less general.

Exemplar 2 (Medium)

Level 3, 14 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening is not strongly focused on the sources, although the response does go on to briefly mention the view of each source
in relation to the question. Source A is explained and there is a brief reference to the Paston Letters, but the provenance is not
8/21/2018
Print Script
developed. The focus is almost entirely on explaining how the source shows Warwick’s importance without using contextual
knowledge to support the claim. This type of approach continues when dealing with Source C. Although the response states that
the source was written in 1461 there is no explanation as to how this might affect the reliability of what was written. Similarly,
the attempt to place the source in context is very vague and could not be credited for use of contextual knowledge. Source D is
treated in a similar way, with the response explaining the source, with comments such as ‘this shows’. Once again comments about
provenance are limited and need much greater development to be credited. There is some explanation of Source B, but once
again the provenance is simply a statement of when it was written. The conclusion, although quite lengthy, is little more than a
summary of the views of each Source in relation to the question, with no real evaluation or judgement about the sources. The lack of
contextual knowledge and the weak consideration of provenance mean that the response is placed in Level 3.

Exemplar 3 (Low)

Level 2, 8 marks

8/21/2018

Print Script
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Examiner commentary
The response does not provide an overview or introduction and, although there is no requirement, it is helpful in providing a
structure to the response. Instead the answer begins by dealing with Source A. There is some weak and often confused explanation,
seen in the opening sentences. Much of the comment is little more than a paraphrase of the source and this is then followed by a
confused comment about the provenance. In dealing with Source B there is some contextual knowledge, but this is not used to
evaluate the source but instead the knowledge is simply imparted. The comments about the provenance are undeveloped and
quite basic. Source C is also confused, seen in the first line about the Yorkist dynasty not recognising the royal family as the enemy.
There is a basic comment about the provenance but this is not developed and would therefore gain little credit. Source D shows
further confusion, suggesting that York had gathered support for his son. As with previous sources, there is some comment about
provenance but again this is quite basic. The conclusion shows a lack of focus on the actual question and this does not help take the
response out of Level 2.
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph offers a clear view about the importance of Edward’s marriage to Elizabeth as a cause of the problems
and explains why the marriage caused difficulties. The opening paragraph
focuses on the named issue of the marriage and its
8/21/2018
Print Script

importance in causing problems. There is detailed support for the argument with the reasons as to why the marriage created
serious problems thoroughly explained, with the answer examining a number of reasons in order to support a judgement as to
its importance. The response then examines the role of Warwick and again this is thoroughly explained and very well supported.
However, the response goes on to explain why the marriage was more important, linking the two issues. The response then
considers the roles of Margaret of Anjou and Louis XI. As with the previous issues their roles are well explained and are linked back
to the marriage. Finally, the response considers issues of finance and other social and economic difficulties. These are well linked to
the difficulties in gaining support to deal with Warwick, Anjou and Louis. The conclusion is a developed judgement and follows on
from the line of argument pursued in the main body of the essay. It does not reach the very top of Level 6 as the interim judgements
could have been developed more fully.

Exemplar 2 (Medium)

Level 5, 15 marks
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Examiner commentary
Although the opening is somewhat descriptive, setting the scene as to how Edward gained the throne, it does offer a view arguing
that Edward forced Warwick to quarrel with him with the marriage being one of the reasons for this. The response explains how
8/21/2018
Warwick was pushed away by Edward and provides some support. ItPrint
thenScript
goes on to explain how Henry’s imprisonment played a
role as he provided a figurehead for unrest. The response takes on a list approach as it then explain the role of Margaret. Finally the
answer explains how disorder caused the crisis and explains the role of Edward’s taxation policy. It is only in the conclusion that there
is an attempt to weigh up the relative importance of the factors and this is well developed which helps take the response to the top
of Level 5. Without the developed judgement the response would have been in Level 4, but with a series of interim judgements the
answer could have reached Level 6 as a range of factors are explained.

Exemplar 3 (Low)

Level 4, 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response shows an awareness of a number of reasons that caused the crisis and offers a hint of a view of the importance of the
marriage in bringing it about. The role of the marriage in the crisis is discussed although the approach tends to be a little descriptive.
There is limited explanation of how the marriage had an impact on foreign affairs, but this is not developed. The marriage is also
used to explain how it brought together a number of different personalities, drawing in Margaret, Louis and Clarence, as well as
Warwick. However, these issues are not fully developed and the conclusion does not really offer a judgement as to the relative
importance of the factors, keeping the response in Level 4.
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Question 3
Exemplar 1 (High)

Level 5, 13 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph identifies the main aims of Henry’s foreign policy and offers a view about the most important. The response
starts by explaining why security was important to Henry, mentioning the threat of rebellion and uses marriage alliances to argue
that security was important. There is some link made between security and trade through the Spanish marriage, but this could have
been developed. However, there is some attempt to show important security was by the comment about securing a marriage to
Henry after Arthur’s death. There is some attempt to argue that the avoidance of war was important, but this is less convincing. The
response then attempts to show that security was important by arguing that security was the most important issue. The response
concludes with a brief judgement. It is this, which is supported, that takes the answer just into Level 5. However, it is placed at the
bottom of the level as the judgement is not developed and the range is limited.

Exemplar 2 (Low)

8/21/2018

Level 2, 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening is not well focused on the question and there is only an implied link to the actual question set. The answers starts
by describing the threat posed by Warbeck and goes on to discuss the problem of Burgundy and the issue of Philip with little link
being made to the question. Any attempt to address the focus of the question is, at best, implied. Similarly, in discussing France the
approach is descriptive and there is no clear attempt to link the material to the question. The comments about Brittany are rather
simplistic and the same is true of the comments about Scotland. The response shows some degree of confusion when it comments
about Henry’s plan to claim the Spanish throne. There is some attempt to address the issue of trade, but again the link back to the
question is weak. Even the conclusion shows little real attempt to link the material back to the question and any explanation or
attempt to argue is implied and therefore the focus of the response is heavily descriptive and hence it does not reach Level 3 despite
the range of factual knowledge.
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We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce. By
clicking on the ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure
that our resources work for you. When the email template pops
up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click
‘Send’. Thank you.
Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding
organisation, you can request more information by completing the
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.
This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is
acknowledged as the originator of this work.
Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between
published support and the specification, therefore please use the
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between
the specification and a resource please contact us at:
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.
OCR acknowledges the use of the following content:
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Section A Q1:
Source A: 'The Paston Letters', 1455.
Source B: 'Whethamstede’s Chronicle', 1460.
Source C: 'The Annals of William of Worcester', 1461.
Source D: 'Six Town Chronicles', 1461.
In relation to all four sources above, OCR is aware that third party
material appeared in this exam but it has not been possible to
identify and acknowledge the source.
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