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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the
summer 2018 examination series.
OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars,
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has
been applied.
Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-levelgce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
The question paper, mark scheme and any resource
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins –
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).
It is important to note that approaches to question
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may
make small adjustments to improve the performance of
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive
changes.
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2
SECTION A
The Glorious Revolution 1678–1689

Study the four sources and then answer Question 1.
1

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that
desertions from James’ forces were the main reason for his flight in November 1688.
[30]

Source A: A Whig bishop who had been exiled under James II explains James’ flight.
It was strange that a great king, who had a good army and a strong fleet, should choose rather to
abandon all than either try his fate with that part of the army that stood firm to him, or stay and see the
issue of Parliament. This was variously imputed to his want of courage, his consciousness of guilt, or
the advice of those about him; but so it was that his deserting in this manner, and leaving them to be
pillaged by an army that he had ordered to be disbanded without pay, was thought the forfeiture of his
right and the expiration of his reign.
Gilbert Burnet, History of his Own Time, written before 1715
Source B: A Tory MP describes events in James’ camp.
Soon after we heard that several great men, officers of the army and particular confidantes of the King,
had revolted from him and were gone to the Prince of Orange and, the King having got to Salisbury,
where his army gathered, the Lord Churchill, a major-general, under the excuse of showing his Majesty
the outguards of his army, had led him into a trap, where he would have been betrayed into the hands
of a party of the Prince, but that a large nose bleed stopped him from going. The number who revolted
were not 1000 in all, but everyone was so jealous of one another that they did not know who to trust.
Sir John Reresby, Memoirs, November 28 1688
Source C: The King describes the events of November 1688.
[the defection of his nephew] broke the King’s measures, disheartened the other troops and created
such a jealousy that each man suspected his neighbor, and in effect rendered the army useless. It also
gave encouragement to the country gentlemen to go to the Prince of Orange, who until then had been
diffident, but now not only the discontented party but the trimmers and even many that wished well to
the King went in; which gave courage to the enemy, who until then were in a despairing way.
James II, Memoirs, written before 1701
Source D: William of Orange and a naval officer issue a manifesto to the commanders of English
ships.
You are only made use of as instruments to bring both yourselves and your country under popery and
slavery by means of both the Irish and the foreigners who are preparing to complete your destruction.
And therefore we hope that God will put it in your hearts at this time to redeem yourselves, your country
and your religion from these miseries.
This in all human appearance can only be done by your coming now to assist us, who are laboring for
your deliverance. And we do assure you that we will be ever mindful of the services that you shall now
do us.
William, Manifesto to the English Navy, October 1688
© OCR 2018
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Examiner commentary
Although there is no introduction or grouping, the response is very thorough with contextual knowledge used to evaluate and
provenance considered. The response also makes a series of judgements about the sources in relation to the question. Source A is
thoroughly explained and the response uses detailed knowledge toPrint
evaluate
8/21/2018
Script it. The answer links this evaluation back to the question
to show clearly whether the source supports or challenges the view. The consideration of provenance is also impressive, welldeveloped and there is some limited judgement reached. Once again, in dealing with Source B it is well explained in relation to the
question and the contextual knowledge is clearly used to evaluate. Provenance is also developed and linked back to the question
with the response then making some judgement about the source. This pattern continues with Source C, although the focus is more
on explanation than evaluation, and some contextual knowledge is used. Provenance is well developed and this is used to reach a
judgement about the source. In using Source D there is a much stronger sense of evaluation using contextual knowledge and again
the provenance is treated thoroughly. The conclusion does show clear judgement about the sources in relation to the question and
this is linked to a consideration of their validity. The response is placed in Level 6 but does not reach the very top as the judgements
about the sources needed to be developed further.

Exemplar 2 (Medium)

Level 4, 19 marks
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Examiner commentary
As with the previous response there is no introduction or attempt to group the sources. In dealing with Source A the focus is on
explanation. This is done very thoroughly, but the use of contextual knowledge to evaluate is limited to a brief comment. However,
the treatment of provenance is more thorough and there is a sense of judgement about the source in relation to the question. As
with Source A, Source B’s focus is on explanation with the response failing to use contextual knowledge to evaluate. However, the
treatment of provenance is much more thorough and again there is a sense of judgement in light of the provenance. Source C
continues this pattern with good explanation and poor use of contextual knowledge to evaluate. Once again the treatment of the
provenance is much stronger and there is a sense of judgement. In handling Source D, there is greater use of contextual knowledge
and good explanation, whilst the provenance is also handled well. The concluding judgement is also quite strong and if there had
been better use of contextual knowledge the response would have reached a much higher level. The response is placed in Level
4 because although there is judgement, which should take it to Level 5 or above, the paucity of contextual knowledge prevents
it. There is some knowledge used and that has been credited, but much of the focus was on explanation and consideration of
provenance.
8/21/2018
Print Script
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Examiner commentary
The response focuses throughout on explaining the sources in relation to the question. It does not consider the issue of their
provenance or use contextual knowledge. This is seen clearly in its handling of Source A, where comments such as this shows
is a clear indication of the focus on explanation. Although the response does state that Source B is from a Tory MP and would
therefore be in favour of James it does not explain why and is therefore no more than assertion. Similarly, in dealing with Source C
there is explanation. The response shows some awareness of events that happened but they are not used to evaluate the source.
The response also explains Source D, although on this occasion there is also some description. Throughout the answer the issue
of provenance has been ignored and contextual knowledge is thin and not used to evaluate. The focus is almost entirely on
explanation which is typical of a low Level 3 response. In order to improve the answer would need to consider the provenance of
the sources and use some contextual knowledge to test the validity of the content of the sources.
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph offers a view about the named factor and there is some explanation as to why this was so important. The
response explains why the failure to gain the support of the monarch was crucial and places the king’s attitude in the context of
other developments. This is then taken further with a brief comment about the importance of parliament, which is subsequently
developed in the next paragraph. This point is well supported with detailed factual knowledge and a clear argument is developed
leading to a judgement, although this would benefit from greater development. The response considers other issues such as the
violent tactics used and again supports this with detailed knowledge and links it back to the previous point about the importance
8/21/2018
Print Level
Script 6. The response has explained three factors clearly
of parliament. The links made and the conclusion take the response into
and they are all supported by relevant factual knowledge, but to go higher the interim judgements and links would need further
development.

Exemplar 2 (Medium)

Level 4, 12 marks

21

© OCR 2019

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

8/21/2018

Print Script

22

© OCR 2019

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

8/21/2018

Print Script

Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph is well focused and shows a clear understanding of the issues, establishing a strong view as to the most
important reason. The named factor is thoroughly explained and there is a balanced discussion about the role of the king and
parliament in preventing reform which is well supported. The response also explains the impact that violence had on bringing
about reform. Once again the issue is thoroughly explained and there is sound support to back up the explanation. The answer also
considers the reasons for the failure of the Yorkshire Association, although this is less well supported. The response concludes by
considering the organisation of protests. The answer has explained four reasons which are on the whole reasonably well supported,
but there is no attempt to assess their relative importance and reach a judgement. If this had been done in a final paragraph it
would have taken the answer from Level 4 into Level 5.

Exemplar 3 (Low)

Level 2, 5 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response shows little understanding of the question. This is seen clearly in the opening paragraph where the focus is on
Charles II. The following comments about the restoration are irrelevant and fail to address the demands of the question, with the
material coming from a period before that demanded by the question. The comments about Walpole, it might be argued, and
the economic position have some relevance as stability and prosperity would lead to a lessening of demands for change from the
property-owning class. However, the answer does drift and focus on the issue of the South Sea Bubble, which is not made relevant.
The final section on crime is also largely irrelevant. The answer is based more on the topic of reform than the precise demands of
the question, but the comments on stability, even though they are thin, help to take the response into Level 2. In order to go higher
there would need to be far more relevant material and a clearer understanding of the demands of the question.
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Examiner commentary
Although somewhat brief, the opening does offer a view that urban crime was serious problem. The response explains why the
growth in cities made it such an issue and there is some reference to the problems created by urban growth that allowed its
development. There is an attempt to pursue a balanced discussion and some counter evidence is provided but not developed.
Consideration is given to the problem of preventing urban crime and some precise examples are provided. Once again there is
an attempt at a balanced discussion of the issue and there is a limited judgement reached, although it would benefit from greater
development and support. There is some discussion about the increase in crime rates, but this section would benefit from greater
supporting detail, although the counter argument is stronger and provides more depth of support and there is an attempt to reach
8/21/2018
Script into the higher levels. The answer would benefit
a judgement. An overall judgement is reached and this helps takes the Print
response
from greater depth of supporting knowledge, but it does try and produce a balanced argument with a series of judgements and
that is why it reaches the higher levels, but to go higher the judgements would need developing and to have greater support.

Exemplar 2 (Medium)

Level 4, 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph lists some of the reasons why urban crime was a problem but it does not really offer a view as to how
serious it was. The focus of the answer is on why crime grew and less on whether it was a serious issue. Some consideration is
given to the development of towns and the movement of wealthy people to them which encouraged theft, but the point is rather
general. The response is slightly stronger when it mentions some of the conditions to be found in the towns that allowed crime to
develop. The answer also considers how population growth and the conditions within towns encouraged crime, but the response
would benefit from some precise examples of growth and the development of slums. There is a less convincing comment about the
decline of morals and how that encouraged crime, but this is less well linked to urban crime. The response considers some issues
that played a role in the rise and these are reasonably developed, but to go higher there would need to be more precise evidence, a
wider range of issues discussed and a greater focus on ‘how serious’.
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