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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1

2
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SECTION A

Richard II 1377–1399

Study the four sources and then answer Question 1.

1 Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that 
government reaction to the Peasants’ Revolt was the use of force. [30]

Source A: An anonymous chronicler, with connections to the royal court, gives his version of 
events.

The king sent his messengers to various parts of the country in order to capture the malefactors and 
put them to death. Many were hanged in London and elsewhere…Finally, as it pleased God, the king 
saw that too many of his subjects would be undone and too much blood shed, so he took pity in his 
heart and, with the advice and assent of his council, ordained that they should receive his grace and 
pardon for their misdeeds, on condition that they should never rise again…Everyone was to have his 
charter and pay the king a fee to make him rich. 

 Anonimalle Chronicle, 1333–1381

Source B: A Royal Commission is issued for the Keeping of the Peace in the city of London.

We desire with all our heart, especially at this time of disturbance, to duly protect and secure the city 
of London in the face of the invasion and assaults of those men who, as you know, have recently risen 
against our will in various parts of our realm. We appoint you to defend and protect the said city, its 
suburbs and other places without, both by sea and by water, at our command, but according to your 
own discretion, by the means which seem to you most safe and expedient.

 The Patent Roll for 1381

Source C: A French chronicler explains how the Revolt was dealt with.

After Wat Tyler, Jack Straw, John Ball and divers others were executed in London, the king was 
counselled to go and visit his realm…to purge and punish the evil-doers and to get back all the letters 
which he had been forced to give them, in various places, and thus bring his realm back to good order. 
Then the king sent secretly for a certain number of men of arms to come to him at a day appointed 
and so they did to the number of five hundred spears and as many archers. The king departed from 
London…and made his way to Kent, where the rebels’ first began to stir. 

 Jean Froissart, Chronicle, written before 1405 
3

Y104/01 Jun18 Turn over© OCR 2018

Source D: A monk gives his account of the suppression of the revolt.

On the death of that most arrant rascal Wat Tyler, the hope and trust of the rustics collapsed. But as 
the king and his counsellors were yet in doubt as to whether the people were still disposed to evil, they 
granted charters of manumission and pardon to them and allowed them to depart. After this the king 
assembled an army of Londoners and sent messengers into the country asking all those who loved 
him and honoured the realm to hurry to him in London, well-armed and on horse back. No one was to 
come weaponless or on foot.

 Thomas of Walsingham, St Alban’s Chronicle, written before 1422
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Exemplar 1 (High) Level 5, 24 marks
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Examiner commentary
No clear view is provided at the start of this answer; it begins by addressing Source C, which is immediately linked to the question. 
Discussion of its content is supported by contextual knowledge, but less context is used in relation to the second point, on the 
fate of the ringleaders. Provenance is addressed but the evaluation is less developed; it is noted that Froissart simply wasn’t there. 
A judgement is provided here on the overall reliability of the source. Source A is also linked to the question, but there is some 
explanation of its content. Discussion of its provenance is broad (but valid) – promoting the king’s quasi-divine status – and only 
touches on its potential bias, but some context is used to evaluate it, noting, for example, the chronicler’s location in York, far away 
from London. This paragraph too ends with a judgement on reliability. The interpretation of Source D is contrasted with that of 
A. Some context is used in the discussion of its content, but it is less developed. Provenance is handled reasonably effectively by 
evaluating Thomas of Walsingham’s stance in light of the peasants’ demands relating to the Church. The content of Source B is 
explained with only some context; handling of provenance is quite limited. A final judgement is provided, which is focused on the 
question; it includes a summary of the preceding paragraphs. More even coverage of provenance is needed for Level 6, as well as 
more detailed contextual knowledge; there is some effective use of context here, but it is not evenly applied.

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 4, 19 marks
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Examiner commentary
At the start, a general statement is made about the topic; it does not indicate any particular view in relation to the focus of the 
question. Source C is addressed first; it is striking that the answer describes it as the source offering ‘most’ support for the issue in 
the question. Contextual knowledge is used to evaluate the content, but comments on its provenance are fairly basic (e.g. not 
writing at the time of the events). The paragraph ends with links to B and D and a superficial comparison between the views in 
the sources. At the start of the next paragraph, another connection is made between the sources, this time A and C. There is some 
description of A’s content, with the use of some context, but this is used for explanation. There is some implicit evaluation of the 
source towards the end of the paragraph, but provenance is overlooked. Source B is addressed next and it is immediately linked to 
A and C. There is a basic assertion on its provenance – as a patent roll, it is ‘accurate and reliable’ – followed by some more general 
contextual knowledge. There is limited analysis of content and some superficial evaluation of the view within the source. Source D 
is introduced as being ‘most’ against the view in the question. Once again, there is some analysis of content, together with some use 
of contextual knowledge; in terms of content, the evaluation is more effective. However, provenance is again overlooked, as in A. 
The final judgement takes the form of a basic summary of the preceding discussion. For a mark in Level 5, provenance needs to be 
considered more evenly. Comments will also need to be more sophisticated, perhaps drawing on contextual knowledge.

Page 7 of 14Print Script
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Examiner commentary
The answer omits an introduction and begins by addressing sources A and D. These sources are explained with only a basic 
awareness of context; A is addressed first, followed by D. A basic point is made in relation to the provenance of A: being anonymous, 
its evidence is suspect. This comment is speculative and not properly grounded in contextual knowledge. The discussion of D 
continues in the following paragraph, where an alternative interpretation is provided but with little use contextual knowledge. C 
is then explained with only a basic and general reference to its provenance (a French chronicler who wasn’t actually there). The 
comment on D’s provenance, which notes the peasants’ dissatisfaction with the Church, is valid but less developed. In the next 
paragraph, Source B is explained less clearly with little evidence of contextual knowledge; a basic, slightly muddled comment on 
its provenance is provided at the end of the paragraph. The judgement at the end provides only a basic summary of the opposing 
views. For a mark in Level 4, there would need to be more use of contextual knowledge; some effort to engage more deeply with 
the provenance of at least some of the sources would also be necessary.
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 6, 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
The answer begins by providing a view on the key issue in the question, as well as some indication of the other contributory factors. 
The first one to be addressed is Joan of Arc. An explanation is provided of her importance to the French cause before some analysis 
is offered at the end of the paragraph, in which Joan is identified as the factor that ‘turned the tide’ but not the main reason for 
English difficulties. This point is clear and effectively made. An attempt to address relative importance is made in the opening to the 
next paragraph, which deals with the financial demands of the war. There is a fairly high level of supporting evidence offered here, 
but the analysis provided is less developed. This too applies to the following paragraph, on the divisions at court. A thinner point is 
included on military tactics, which is rather broad in scope and not properly analysed. The final factor considered is weak kingship 
and factionalism; this point is explained, with some detailed knowledge, but it is less effectively analysed in relation to the question. 
The final judgement addresses the key issue but is slightly less effective at identifying an alternative reason for English difficulties. For 
a higher mark in the level, a stronger final judgement is needed; analysis, too, needs to be more consistently of a higher standard, 
demonstrating more clearly the answer’s line of reasoning.

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 5, 14 marks
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Examiner commentary
A clear view on the issue in the question is provided in the introduction, together with some sense as to which other factors are to 
be discussed. The first to be considered is Joan of Arc. There is some explanation here of her role as a contributory factor to English 
difficulties, but there is less detailed supporting knowledge on offer and only limited analysis at the end of the paragraph. Weak 
leadership is addressed in the next paragraph; this discussion is characterised by explanation with only limited analysis once again. 
The final factor considered is finance. There is some fairly detailed supporting knowledge offered here, and the point is linked to 
the issue of leadership as well. However, the focus is on explaining the factor as a reason for English difficulties; there is much less 
analysis here. The final judgement is reflective of the preceding discussion; it does address the issue in the question. Whilst there is 
some detailed knowledge here, for a mark in Level 6, more analysis is required. Handling of the named factor is also less developed; 
for a mark in Level 6, there would be a more in-depth discussion of this point.

Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 3, 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
The answer begins by offered a view on the key issue in the question, set in a basic but valid contextual comment about Joan of Arc. 
The first factor to be considered is that of Joan of Arc; quite simple comments are made and there is a lack of detailed supporting 
evidence. There is a focus on explanation but without properly supporting it. The following paragraph alludes to domestic problems 
in England; this is valid, but once again, though, there is little detailed knowledge offered. The answer moves on to the English’s 
relationship with the Burgundians, another key point, but it too is under-developed. However, there is a basic link to the question. 
Finally, practical problems relating to conducting military affairs in France are discussed; the knowledge here is also less developed. 
The final judgement offers a view on the key issue in the question; furthermore, an alternative factor is suggested as the main reason 
for English difficulties. For a mark in Level 4, knowledge needs to be more detailed. The points covered are valid, but they are not 
effectively discussed in light of the question. More analysis is also required if a line of reasoning is to be presented.
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 (Medium) Level 4, 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
In the introduction, an overview of the relevant factors is provided, but no clear view is provided in relation to the question. The first 
point to be considered is the lack of a succession crisis. This point is explained and a link to the question is provided at the end of the 
paragraph, but there is less analysis and the level of knowledge is a little under-developed. The next point, on the control of certain 
members of the royal family, includes more detailed knowledge, but it too is explained rather than analysed. The final point covered 
concerns the stability of conciliar rule, but it is quite general in scope, including a reference to foreign policy, for example. It is 
explained rather than analysed. The concluding judgement offers the latter point as the most important reason for the preservation 
of royal authority. The emphasis here is on explanation. For a mark in Level 5, there needs to be more analysis and a clearer line of 
reasoning.
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