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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the
summer 2018 examination series.
OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars,
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has
been applied.
Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-levelgce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
The question paper, mark scheme and any resource
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins –
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).
It is important to note that approaches to question
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may
make small adjustments to improve the performance of
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive
changes.
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SECTION A

Question 1 Read the two passages and then answer question 1.
1

Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more
convincing as an explanation of the impact of the Treaty of Nanjing (1842) on China.
[30]

Passage A
The Treaty of Nanjing of 1842, the first of what came to be known in China as the ‘unequal treaties’,
ceded Hong Kong to Britain and opened to foreign trade the ports of Amoy (now Xiamen), Foochow
(now Fuzhou), Ningpo (now Ningbo) and Shanghai. As well as being compensated for the narcotics
seized by the commissioner and being allowed to continue the opium trade, British citizens were
granted immunity from Chinese law. Humiliating as the experience was, the emperor did not appear
worried. He told a mandarin that the foreigners were ‘not worth attending to’... Since they had no
aspiration to take the Mandate of Heaven, the foreigners did not present a fundamental menace and
would, it was assumed, leave in due course.
So the [Emperor’s] court went along with what became known as the treaty port system, granting
concessions to foreigners to establish settlements, with their own administration and courts… The
result was an ‘informal empire’ of foreigners in a country that was too big to be colonised, but could be
exploited economically.
A disproportionate role in China’s troubles would subsequently be attributed to this intervention.
Post‑imperial Western guilt exaggerates the responsibility of foreigners for China’s woes… The effect
of their arrival was certainly significant, but it was often indirect… The country’s primary troubles
stemmed from domestic sources, not the British warships that routed the imperial junks on the Pearl
River. Nor was it foreigners who held back economic and material modernisation; on the contrary, their
concessions in Shanghai were the most advanced part of the nation, while Chinese visitors to Hong
Kong returned impressed by conditions in the colony.
Adapted from J. Fenby, The Penguin History of Modern China: The Fall and Rise
of a Great Power 1850 to the Present, published in 2008
Passage B
The Treaty of Nanking [Nanjing] set the tone for the remainder of the nineteenth century during which
China would be unable to set its own tariffs and, eventually, European officials would be appointed
to collect duties. In 1860 the French and the English even occupied Beijing in order to enforce new
treaties that increased the number of open ports by nine. Large areas within the ports were leased
in perpetuity to foreign governments and these, with their inhabitants not answerable to the Chinese
legal system, began to resemble international cities that were joined onto the Chinese mainland. Also
as a result of these treaties, embassies and legations were established and Christian missionaries
were allowed to preach across the empire. As for opium, the situation got worse. Trade in the drug was
made legal in 1860 and continued to expand for several decades…
The import of opium increased after the treaty but so, too, did the import of European and American
manufactured goods, especially textiles of which China began to import more than she exported. The
impact on the people of the empire was immeasurable. Weavers and other craftsmen faced ruin while
countless numbers of porters and boatmen lost their livelihoods because the inland transport system
that for centuries had carried goods to and from Guangdong was rendered redundant. To pay for these
imports took silver, and, added to that, was the indemnity that the empire owed to the British. As the
price of silver increased, the tax burden to pay for it fell, as usual, on the peasants. To make matters
worse, there were famines as a result of neglect of proper irrigation and corruption among officials
became rife.
Adapted from G. Kerr, A Short History of China: From Ancient Dynasties to
Economic Powerhouse, published in 2013
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph offers a clear summary of the views of the two interpretations and these are briefly explained. The response
then offers a clear view as to which interpretation it finds more convincing. The answer shows a high level of evaluation with
detailed contextual knowledge used to test the view of both passages. In dealing with Interpretation A there is consideration of
Nanjing and foreign influence. The response is balanced; both the strengths and weaknesses discussed, with the answer considering
the impact of droughts and floods. Their importance is compared with foreign influence, using the Boxer Rising as evidence. The
response argues that Fenny shows how foreign influence helped development, using steamships as an example, but this is balanced
by noting how economic development was not consistent across China. In discussing Interpretation B, the response suggests that
the impact of Nanjing was highly detrimental and again this is well supported. The answer considers the social impact and supports
12/13/2018
Print Script
it with detailed knowledge. There is also some balance as the interpretation
fails to note that foreigners were exempt from local laws.
Again there is detailed support when discussing the economic impact. The depth of knowledge allows a fully supported judgement
to be reached and takes the response to the top end of Level 6.

Exemplar 2 (Medium)

Level 4, 20 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening provides a brief outline of the views of the two interpretations and also offers a brief view as to which is more
convincing, but both would benefit from greater development. There is some evaluation of Interpretation A over the rights given
to Britain and a comment is made over Hong Kong. However, there is also some assertion over Qing. When knowledge is used to
evaluate the interpretations it is not fully developed, as seen with the comments over the Dowager Citi and also the Opium Wars.
There is some evaluation of Interpretation A, but it lacks development and although a view about the Interpretation is offered it is
not well supported. The same pattern is seen when discussing interpretation B, although some knowledge of both the Boxer rising
and Sun-Yet is used it is not developed. The argument that the economy was damaged is also considered and some support is
provided, but again this needs development. The response does reach a judgement, but as with the rest of the answer this is not
developed. There is evaluation throughout the response and this takes it into Level 4, but the lack of development prevents it from
reaching Level 5.
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer an explanation of the two interpretations and a view as to which is the more convincing. The response
shows a good knowledge of events, but the contextual knowledge is imparted and not used to evaluate, with much description
of both the interpretations and the contextual knowledge. This is seen in considering Interpretation A where the contextual
knowledge is quite detailed but is simply imparted with little evidence of evaluative words and phrases. This approach is repeated in
dealing with Interpretation B. Here Kerr’s view is described and once again the knowledge is imparted. Despite therefore showing a
good factual knowledge the material is not being used. The explanation of the two interpretations takes the response to Level 3, but
it will go no higher because of the lack of evaluation.
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Examiner commentary
The opening provides an overview of the period and introduces the themes that will provide the basis for the essay, which are
education, women and repression, and offers a view as to whether society was more equal in the latter period. In discussing
education there is some comparison within the later period, but this is also compared with the earlier period and is well supported
with factual detail. The comparison between the two periods is developed and this allows a supported judgement to be reached.
There is a similar argument about the position of women, with comparison made between the two periods. This is supported by a
wide range of examples from across the period, allowing a supported judgement to be made. The final theme considered is that of
repression. Once again comparisons are made across the period and precise knowledge is used to support the argument. However,
12/13/2018
Print Script
this is less well developed than the other themes. The conclusion reaches
a judgement based on the main body of the essay,
however, both this and the interim judgements would benefit from development. There is synthesis throughout the response which
takes the answer into Level 6, but the weaker final section keeps it at the lower end.

Exemplar 2 (Medium)

Level 4, 16 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph is very general with no indication of the issues or themes to be considered and does not offer a view on the
question. The response starts by considering the question of education. The provision of education in the earlier period is explained
and there is then some limited contrast with the later period. However, the actual comparison is quite limited and the response
tends to treat it as two distinct periods rather than comparing and explaining point by point. However, towards the end of the
paragraph there is a more sustained attempt at comparison, but the judgement reached is quite limited. A similar approach is seen
in the next paragraph which focuses on the position of women in society. Again, there is some comparison but to reach Level 5 this
would need to be further developed and explained. As with the section on education, there is a judgement but it is not developed.
The response then goes on to consider the issue of healthcare and here information tends to be imparted with the situation being
described. Comparison is very limited and certainly not developed. An overall judgement is reached, but as with the main body
of the essay it is not developed. The response shows a good understanding
of the issues discussed and there is sound support.
12/13/2018
Print Script
However, the comparison and explanation is limited and this is why the response remains in Level 4 rather than being placed in
Level 5.

Exemplar 3 (Low)
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph does offer a very brief view about the question, but there is no indication given as to the issues which
will be discussed. The response is heavily descriptive and takes a largely chronological approach. Although the response displays
some relevant knowledge it is not always well-linked to the actual question set and at times is rather general. There is some limited
explanation, for example about the position of women in society and it is this limited explanation that takes the response out of
Level 2 and into Level 3. There is no real attempt to compare the two periods, instead the answer then goes on to describe the
situation post-1949, with only the odd hint of comparison with the earlier period. The conclusion also makes only limited attempts at
comparison and this continues the main features of the response. There is some limited explanation and relevant knowledge, hence
the answer reaching Level 3.
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Question 3
Exemplar 1 (High)

Level 6, 24 marks
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https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=73927261&PageCount=24&CanNum=9870&pbc=&URL=&S…
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Examiner commentary
The opening establishes the themes that will be considered – ideology, use of the military and repression – and also offers a list
of other possible turning points, suggesting that the change to communism was the most significant. In considering the issue of
ideology, there is explanation of some of the features of different periods, but also comparison between the periods. The discussion
is balanced with the response acknowledging that some of the changes were limited. The range of issues considered is impressive
and the material is linked back to the question, with focus on explanation of the changes and their relative significance, which
helps to take the response into the higher levels. The wide-ranging coverage is impressive and this allows a well-developed and
supported judgement to be reached. This level of explanation and synthesis is mostly repeated in discussing the use of the military.
Once again comparisons are made, although this is less sustained than in the previous paragraphs and is the main reason why the
response does not reach the very top of Level 6. However, the response continues to be wide-ranging and is well supported, but in
places the synthesis would benefit from further development. Similarly, although there is a judgement this is not as well developed
as the previous one. The issue of control is then considered and again there is strong explanation with comparisons made between
different periods. The conclusion is well developed and the judgement is sustained with further comparison linking back to the
question and 1911. The response shows synthesis throughout and the level of support and coverage ensures that the response is at
the top end of Level 6.
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph establishes a series of possible turning points and a number of themes that will be considered in the main
body of the essay. The opening paragraph makes a number of comparisons between different periods, but some of the explanation
would benefit from greater development. Comparisons back to 1911 are a feature of the response and this is a strong part of the
answer, allowing synthesis to be clearly evident. The response is also wide-ranging in its coverage and sound supporting knowledge
is12/13/2018
deployed. In discussing the issue of ideology there is again a comparative
approach but some of this would benefit from greater
Print Script
development and explanation, which would then take the response into Level 5. In discussing rebellion there is again a comparative
element, but again some of the explanation would benefit from development and the comparisons being stronger. The judgements
are also not sufficiently developed, seen particularly in the conclusion, to reach Level 6. However, this is still a sound response with
clear evidence of synthesis throughout and a wide range of support and is therefore placed at the top of Level 5.

Exemplar 3 (Medium)

Level 4, 14 marks
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https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=73831967&PageCount=12&CanNum=6256&pbc=&URL=&S…

13/15

The opening offers a view as to what event was the most important turning point and also suggests a range of themes that will be
discussed. However, the approach is rather descriptive with little comparison between different periods being made. Knowledge,
which is often quite detailed, tends to be imparted. There is some limited comparison with the period before 1949, but this would
need to be much stronger if the response was to reach Level 5. Most importantly, there is little reference to 1911 and attempts to
compare other possible turning points with 1911 are limited. In discussing ideology a similar approach is seen with, at best, limited
comparison being made. However, there is some comparison between Mao and Deng, but as the named issue is 1911 the response
needs to compare other developments with the named event if the higher levels are to be reached. The conclusion is limited and
again reference to 1911 is not present. There is some explanation of a range of significant events, but little comparison with 1911
which is treated only superficially, and this limits the level reached. The explanation and knowledge displayed take the response to
Level 4, but there would need to be much more comparison if the response was to reach Level 5.
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Question 4
Exemplar 1 (High)
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph offers a view as to whether the development of the agriculture sector was the greatest economic challenge
and mentions the issues that are to be considered. The response begins by considering the issue of agriculture and comparisons
between different periods are made throughout the paragraph, with sound support, although greater precise detail in places would
help. A judgement is reached, but this would benefit from greater development. A similar approach is seen in the discussion of trade
with comparisons between different periods, with sound support, allowing a judgement to be reached. This pattern is repeated in
discussing industry and finance, where again there is continual comparison and good supporting detail. However, as with previous
paragraphs the judgement would benefit from further development. The overall conclusion is sound with a judgement reached,
but this would be more convincing if it was based on interim judgements. The synthesis in every paragraph helps take the response
into Level 6, but it does not go to the very top as in places greater support is required, but most importantly the interim judgements
need greater development.
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers a view, but this could be clearer and the response would benefit from outlining the themes that will be
discussed. The response starts by examining the named factor and there is good explanation, which is well supported, of the issues.
There is some comparison and this is not well developed, which is why the response does not reach the highest level. A similar
approach is seen when industry is discussed and although there is good explanation of the issues the level of comparison and
synthesis is limited. In discussing the question of loans a similar pattern is seen, with good knowledge and support but limited
comparison and synthesis. The conclusion reflects the issues in the main body of the essay and shows some comparison. There is
comparison in each paragraph, but it is not well developed and therefore the response is placed in Level 5, but not at the top as the
synthesis is limited.

47

© OCR 2019

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Exemplar 3 (Medium)

Level 4, 15 marks

12/13/2018

Print Script

48

© OCR 2019

A Level History A

12/13/2018

Exemplar Candidate Work

Print Script

49

© OCR 2019

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

12/13/2018

Print Script

50

© OCR 2019

A Level History A

12/13/2018

Exemplar Candidate Work

Print Script

12/13/2018

Print Script

51

© OCR 2019

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

12/13/2018

Print Script

52

© OCR 2019

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

12/13/2018

Print Script

Examiner commentary
The opening suggests the themes that will be considered but does not really offer a clear view as to the greatest economic
challenge. The development of the agricultural sector is explained and there is sound support, but any attempt at comparison
between different periods is very limited and this will be a key factor in determining the level reached. The answer tends to be a
chronological explanation, but there is an attempt to reach a judgement. However, the judgement would benefit from greater
development. In considering the issue of trade there is much description with some explanation and, again, very little attempt at
comparison. Once again, the approach is chronological with sound explanation of the developments. This approach is repeated in
considering industry, with little comparison even though there is sound knowledge used to support the explanation. The conclusion
reaches a limited judgement, but again comparisons are largely missing. The response shows a sound explanation of the economic
challenges, but the absence of developed comparison means that the response cannot reach Level 5.
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