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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the
summer 2018 examination series.
OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars,
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has
been applied.
Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-levelgce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
The question paper, mark scheme and any resource
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins –
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).
It is important to note that approaches to question
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may
make small adjustments to improve the performance of
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive
changes.
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SECTION A

Question 1 Read the two passages and then answer Question 1.
1

Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more
convincing as an explanation of the nature of the Danelaw.
[30]

Passage A
In 879 Guthrum was back in East Anglia, to carry out the third Danish partition of English soil. The
shires of Northampton, Huntingdon, Cambridge, and Bedford, together with Norfolk, Suffolk, and
Essex, and (briefly) London itself, were to be made as Danish as the former English kingdoms that lay
north of them. This considerable portion of eastern England, stretching from the Tees to the Thames,
was the first delimitation of the future Danelaw, a kind of Denmark overseas, conquered, occupied
and organised by Danes, and clearly distinguishable from the rest of England by race, law, language,
personal names and place-names, and not least by social custom.
The Danelaw was, we suspect, at no time fully homogeneous, but internal variations in respect of
race, density of Norse settlement, political allegiance and social organisation counted less than its
separateness from English England. The evidence of personal coins and moneyers is indicative, and
that of language, vocabulary, and place names compulsive, that there was a rapid and heavy settlement
of parts of the Danelaw that represented a migration. Recent attempts to minimise the Norse element
have been unconvincing. For example, Scandinavian vocabulary penetrated every domain of language
as indicated by groups of words such as law, by-law and outlaw.
This was a political situation King Alfred had to live with; he and his successors would seek to contain
and diminish it, then bring it back under English rule; but to the close of the Viking period Anglo-Danish
and Anglo-Norman monarchs and law-makers would be forced to recognise the separateness and
special circumstances of Danish England.
Adapted from G. Jones, A History of the Vikings, published in 1984.
Passage B
The term Danelaw is usually associated with the treaty King Alfred made with Guthrum sometime
between 886 and 890. In theory the treaty gave Guthrum authority over Essex, East Anglia, parts of
Mercia and Northumbria. In practice it was unlikely that Guthrum was acknowledged as leader over all
of these geographical entities. It is more probable that the Guthrum treaty was established simply to
create a demarcation line between East Anglia, to where Guthrum fled and settled, and Wessex.
Some historians have associated the Danelaw with the emergence of a distinct Danish law and culture.
This indicates that the Danelaw came to be recognised as more than a geographical region but also
something with economic, social, political and cultural characteristics which clearly emanated from
Scandinavia. However, there are difficulties in seeing the Danelaw as an entity that was fixed in terms of
geography and institutions. Firstly, with respect to time, the Danelaw was a fluid concept. Its origins can
certainly be dated to 886-90 or maybe even before to 878. But, by the late ninth century its composition
had already changed as parts of Mercia had been consolidated under Anglo-Saxon rule and by 920
it might be argued that it hardly existed at all given the exploits of Edward the Elder. Yet, even under
Edward’s overlordship the old Danelaw seemed to retain a distinct Danish feel about it. Secondly, the
concept is problematic insofar as it is doubtful as to whether the Danelaw ever constituted a single,
integrated economic, social and political entity. The available evidence suggests the existence within
the Danelaw of numerous separate Viking communities (some purely Viking, others Anglo-Viking) that
may or may not have collaborated at any one point in time. However, the evidence, such as place
names, does support the notion that to an extent such communities may have been brought together
by shared cultural beliefs and views on law and order.
Adapted from A. Holland and N. Fellows, Early Medieval England 871–1107, published in 2015.
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Examiner commentary
The opening of this response clearly identifies the differences between the two interpretations, showing that the candidate has
understood the differences and is aware of the wider historical debate. The response also suggests in the opening that Passage B is
the more convincing. The response shows good balance between the two interpretations, evaluating the strengths and weaknesses
of the arguments presented in Passage A whilst maintaining the argument that Passage B is more convincing. The response
highlights multiple arguments within the passages, explaining and using specific own knowledge to evaluate them. Crucially,
when assessing the weakness of Passage A, the response does not simply focus on what was omitted from the passage, buts uses
knowledge to highlight weakness of the arguments presented. Passage B, similarly, is evaluated thoroughly using some specific
knowledge, and so reaches Level 6, though a wider range of specific examples would help the answer to reach the very top of the
level.
12/17/2018

Print Script

The response is clearly focused on the question throughout, and reaches a supported and sustained judgement.

Exemplar 2 (Medium)

Level 5, 21 marks
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Examiner commentary
In the opening of this response, the candidate identifies some of the key themes of the passages and suggests that A is the more
persuasive interpretation, though does not at this stage give any indication as to why Passage A is the strongest, nor of the key
differences between A and B. The response does evaluate multiple elements of Passage A using specific supporting knowledge and
remains focused on the question. The evaluation of Passage B is notably weaker, relying on simple comparisons with Passage A, and
refers to both the level of detail and omissions of Passage B, which is not strong evaluation. Little own knowledge is used to evaluate
Passage B. Overall, therefore, the answer does show enough specific knowledge and enough focused evaluation to reach Level 5,
but would need to be more balanced and show more detailed evaluation of both interpretations in order to reach higher marks.
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Examiner commentary
In the opening of this response the candidate clearly outlines their intended
12/17/2018
Print Scriptthematic approach to the questions, identifying the

three key themes of politics, society and economics. The candidate also states an overall argument which is sustained through the
rest of the response.
Taking each theme in turn, the candidate provides evidence to support the view that the 860s were the greatest turning point by
comparing raids of the 860s with either earlier or later raids in the period, before also considering alternative turning points. This
process is repeated for each theme. This approach provides the candidate with plenty of opportunity to show synthesis, comparing
events from across the period, whilst staying tightly focused on the question.
Due to the consistent focus on the question and clear examples of synthesis throughout, often supported with detailed knowledge,
this answer fits the criteria for the top level.

Exemplar 2 (Medium)

Level 4, 14 marks
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Examiner commentary
The positive attributes of this response are that is remains mostly focused on the question and it uses some specific knowledge to
support points made. The earlier sections of the response consider various reasons why the 860s could be considered as turning
points, and the arguments used show sound understanding of the impact that raids in the 860s had on life in the 870s. The answer
therefore shows some understanding of continuity and change.
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The response goes on to consider the 790s as an alternative turning point, and there are some comparisons made with the 860s.
Again, specific knowledge is used to support arguments made, and the candidate remains focused on the question, evaluating the
significance of the raids in the 790s with some comparison to the 860s.
However, the response overall shows very little synthesis. Whilst there is some comparison and evaluation towards the end of the
answer, the two turning points considered are on the whole dealt with discretely, rather than a consistent thematic comparison.
There is also very little discussion of any events post-880, and so not all of the period is considered. Despite clear knowledge and
generally good focus, the response would need to adopt a more thematic approach to reach the higher levels, and ensure that the
whole period is considered within the response.
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Level 5, 20 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening of this response clearly identifies the themes that will be considered, and suggests a judgement that is sustained
throughout the response. Considering first the social impact of Viking settlement, the response shows clear understanding of
continuity and change by comparing the impact of settlements at various points in the period, as well as illustrating synthesis
by comparing the similarities and differences between geographical regions. The consistent comparison shown throughout is
characteristic of this well focused, analytical response, and is continued when considering the political and economic impact of
settlements. The response is well supported with specific and relevant knowledge throughout.
Although a strong answer throughout, the response would benefit from a more developed conclusion that fully evaluates the
differences in social/political/economic impact to reach the top level. The judgement shown in the response is more of a summary
than supported evaluation.

Exemplar 2 (Medium)

Level 3, 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response shows that the candidate clearly has sound knowledge and understanding of the period, often supported with
specific detail. The response describes at length the impact of Viking settlements across time, and in different geographic locations.
However, the chronological structure of the response prevents the candidate from showing any synthesis or analysis, leading instead
to a lengthy description of Viking settlements and development. For this reason, the response is only partially focused and so cannot
reach the higher levels of the mark scheme despite showing good knowledge.
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Examiner commentary
This response has a clear thematic structure and the opening both identifies the main themes for discussion as well as outlining an
overall argument. The response remains mostly focused throughout, with a clear understanding of change and continuity across
the period in the three areas of art, religion and psychology. Some of the arguments made are supported with specific knowledge,
but this is not sustained throughout. The level of detailed support in this answer is variable; to reach the higher levels the response
12/17/2018
Script is fair and in line with the evidence presented, but
should show greater knowledge of the named factor, art. The conclusionPrint
reached
the relatively thin knowledge of the named factor means that it is not a fully sustained judgement.

Exemplar 2 (Low)

Level 3, 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response shows some relevant knowledge of changes in art and changes in Viking culture more widely, but is only partially
focused on the question. The response focuses more on the reasons for change in Viking culture, rather than different aspects of
cultural change. As a result, the response also contains limited synthesis, resorting instead to passages of description and some
irrelevant material. The response needs to focus more consistently on the question in order to reach higher levels.
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