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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification http://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-history-a-explaining-
the-modern-world-j410-from-2016/ for full details of the 
assessment for this qualification. These exemplar answers 
should also be read in conjunction with the sample 
assessment materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report 
or Report to Centres available from Interchange https://
interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-history-a-explaining-the-modern-world-j410-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-history-a-explaining-the-modern-world-j410-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-history-a-explaining-the-modern-world-j410-from-2016/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 5, 10 marks

Examiner commentary
The candidate in this response has identified two different reasons for the failure to reach a settlement and explained them both 
fully. Firstly, they cite Charles’ belief in the Divine Right of Kings, and go on to root its relevance firmly in the 1646–48 period, with 
reference to Charles’ rejection of Parliament’s offers and his exploitation of their divisions. It is well supported with relevant detail. 
This places the response in Level 4 after the first paragraph. Secondly, the candidate explains how these divisions within Parliament 
caused problems and eventually led to Pride’s Purge and the end of the negotiation process. This takes the response into Level 5 and 
it received the full 10 marks.

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 3, 5 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

5

GCSE (9-1) History A (Explaining the Modern World)

© OCR 2018



Exemplar Candidate Work

6

GCSE (9-1) History A (Explaining the Modern World)

© OCR 2018

Examiner commentary
There is a description at the beginning of this response of some events and developments which fall outside the time period in 
question. As they are not being used to address the question asked, this is Level 1 rather than Level 2 at this point. The response 
moves up into Level 2 where the candidate starts to describe events which fall within the correct time period, i.e. Charles losing 
the first civil war. The response then turns to address the question of why no settlement was reached, but the candidate falls 
back into identifying causes of the civil war (e.g. the attempt on the five members and the new prayer book), so this is still Level 
2. However, further on, the candidate identifies one valid reason for a lack of settlement during this period – that Parliament were 
divided amongst themselves. This takes the response into Level 3 and it was credited 5 marks. To move into Level 4, the candidate 
would need to have developed this point with a more precise explanation of what the different factions wanted or what impact the 
divisions had on the negotiation process. 

Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 2, 4 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate only discusses the general tensions of the 1630s and 40s about religion and money, which means they cannot be 
rewarded above Level 2. In order to reach Level 3 or above, they would need to be more tightly focussed on the specifics of why 
Parliament and the King were not able to reach a settlement between 1646 and 1648 as stated in the question. The response 
received 4 marks. 
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 5, 20 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is an excellent start to the response with Source B. The candidate argues that the source cannot be used to support the 
statement because Parliament support him. Their argument is well supported by detail from the source. This places the response in 
Level 2 at that point. There is also some relevant evaluation of the source in relation to the question asked i.e. the candidate reasons 
the source is less convincing because of the political turmoil facing the country – Parliament’s desire to re-establish order means 
that their purpose in the source is to flatter Cromwell enough so that he accepts their offer of the crown. This makes Cromwell seem 
more popular than he actually was. So by the end of the first section, the response is at Level 4. Source A is then used effectively 
to support the statement because there are groups printing pamphlets of ‘scandal and rebellion’ against Cromwell. There is some 
further evaluation with the candidate arguing that these kinds of pamphlets were typical; they use their knowledge of the Levellers 
to support this. This takes the response into Level 5. The response concludes by examining Source C, effectively demonstrating 
that it supports the statement because the royalist pamphlet criticises Cromwell by showing him plotting with the devil. There is 
a further attempt at evaluation at this point, but this is undeveloped.(had they gone on to argue that the source was convincing 
because anti-Cromwell censorship had now been lifted; or that it was less convincing because its author was trying to ingratiate 
himself with the new monarch, this would have been valid). Nevertheless, by the end of the answer, the candidate has used the 
content of all three sources to support/challenge the statement, and they have also used valid and relevant evaluation of two of the 
sources to explain how convincing they are. This means that the response was credited Level 5, 20 marks. 

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 3, 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response starts out explaining how Source A supports the statement because it shows how there are people making pamphlets 
about Cromwell. It is not a very strong use of the source because there is only implicit acknowledgement that these pamphlets are 
anti-Cromwell. Nevertheless this takes the response up to Level 2 for using the content of one source in a valid way. None of the 
comments on bias or the source’s provenance are developed examples of evaluation in relation to the question being asked. The 
candidate then continues, this time examining Source B and using it to challenge the statement by showing that Parliament was 
in favour of Cromwell’s rule. This consolidates the response’s position in Level 2 so far. Again there is an attempt at evaluating the 
source but it is still undeveloped. The final section concerns Source C. The candidate examines how the author was clearly opposed 
to Cromwell, showing him to be evil, and therefore this source supports the statement. So, by the end of the response, the candidate 
has used the content of all three sources to answer the question. There is no developed evaluation, which would have taken the 
response up to Level 4. There is good use of sources B and C but only weak use of A, so this is a mid Level 3 response – 10 marks. 

Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 2, 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
This candidate begins with Source A and extracts from the source that Cromwell is giving orders to his officials that certain people 
are to be arrested; however, the content is not used in valid way in response to the question of Cromwell’s popularity. The candidate 
simply asserts that he must have been unpopular because he was acting in an authoritarian way. Therefore this part of the response 
achieves Level 1 only. To be rewarded at Level 2 for this source, it was necessary to use it to show that there were individuals or 
groups of people printing anti-Cromwell pamphlets, suggesting that he was not a popular ruler. However, the next part, on Source 
B, does move the answer to Level 2 because it explains how the source reflects Parliament’s wishes that Cromwell rule over the 
Commonwealth and therefore this suggests his popularity. The content of Source C is also used in a valid way, with the candidate 
explaining that the author of the pamphlet is suggesting that Cromwell is evil and in league with the devil. This means that the 
candidate has used the content of two of the sources in a valid way, which places the response at the top of Level 3 and it receives 8 
marks. To move up to Level 3, the content of all three needed to be used correctly. 
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 5, 10 marks

Examiner commentary
The first part of this candidate’s response explains one way in which the castle changed during this period, i.e. its changes for 
defensive purposes. They detail changes made under Roger Bigod II and give numerous examples such as the curtain walls, ditches, 
gatehouse and towers. This places the response firmly in Level 4. A further way the castle changed is then explained, i.e. the previous 
changes to the castle to improve it as a home/status symbol under Hugh Bigod (supported by examples such as the addition of 
the chapel, chamber block and Great Park). This brings the response up to Level 5. As it is a well-organised and detailed response it 
receives the full 10 marks. 

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 4, 7 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

14

GCSE (9-1) History A (Explaining the Modern World)

© OCR 2018

Examiner commentary
The candidate starts off by identifying a type of change in the castle that occurred during this period, i.e. its defences were improved. 
This places the response into Level 3 as the nature of the change has been identified. However, this is then supported by the 
candidate with reference to the change from wood to stone, including the construction of the stone curtain wall, which brings the 
response into Level 4. However, as no other details of how the castle was changed defensively are offered, it’s a low Level 4 and the 
response receives 7 marks rather than 8. 
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Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 2, 3 marks

Examiner commentary
The first part of the candidate’s response is not accurate (Henry I gave the manor of Framlingham to Roger Bigod in 1101 but Bigod 
built the castle himself ). The second part of the response is accurate and is a description of related events from the period in the 
question, i.e. the castle passed from Roger Bigod to his son Hugh. This places the response into Level 2. For Level 3 and above, 
changes to the fabric of the castle itself need to be identified. The response received 3 marks. 
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Question 4

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 5, 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
There is a supported inference from Source D in the first section of this candidate’s answer (the source is useful for demonstrating 
the importance of the castle during this period, given that the king is willing to spend money on its maintenance), which places 
the response into Level 4. There is a further inference later on from Source E, i.e. we can observe the use of brick in the photograph 
which is useful for showing us Framlingham’s development into a prestige home during this period, as brick was fashionable and 
expensive during this time. So although there is also quite a lot of material in the answer which is not rewardable, the candidate has 
nevertheless made a supported inference from each source in relation to the question asked, and therefore receives 10 marks. 

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 4, 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate’s analysis of Source D is rewarded with Level 4. This is because they explain in the first part of their answer how we 
can learn from the source about the castle being taken into ownership of the crown, and we can learn about the importance of 
the castle, given that the king had ordered its repair. The section on Source E also has a valid inference (it’s useful for showing the 
changes that took places in the castle during this period) but this is unsupported so cannot be credited at Level 5. So the response 
was Level 4, 8 marks. 
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Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 2, 4 marks

Examiner commentary
This is a Level 2 response because of the comments on Source D. The candidate extracts some detail from the source and asserts its 
utility, i.e. it’s useful because it tells us about how the castle was maintained under Mouncy, and who paid for the changes. There are 
some undeveloped comments on provenance but these do not advance the answer any further. The comments on Source E do not 
pick out anything relevant to the time period in question from the source. The response received 4 marks. For Level 3 and above, the 
candidate needed to have made an inference from at least one of the sources to identify a way in which the source could be used 
evidence of the role, impact or importance of the castle between 1300 and 1750. 
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