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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.
ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/classical-greek-j292-
from-2016/ for full details of the assessment for this 
qualification. These exemplar answers should also be read 
in conjunction with the sample assessment materials 
and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report to Centres 
available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/classical-greek-j292-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/classical-greek-j292-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/classical-greek-j292-from-2016/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 9

Exemplar 1 4 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

5

GCSE (9–1) Classical Greek

© OCR 2019

Exemplar 2 4 marks

Exemplar 3 2 marks
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Examiner commentary
Candidates need to provide a valid derivation and then provide accurate meanings of the English words. A range of answers are 
acceptable but if a candidate gives an inaccurate derivation then the explanation is deemed incorrect too. 
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Question 10(a) to (g)
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Exemplar 1 1 mark

2 marks

2 marks

1 mark

2 marks

1 mark

1 mark



Exemplar Candidate Work

9

GCSE (9–1) Classical Greek

© OCR 2019

Examiner commentary
(a)  All answers were correct here.

(b)  It was acceptable to say that πολίτας was part of indirect statement and made clearer by a translation of the Greek.

(c)  Although not incorrect to add ‘plural’, it wasn’t necessary for the mark.

(d)  All answers were correct here.

(e)  If the incorrect version of the aorist was provided (i.e. ‘weak’), this was ignored. 

(f )  Lack of breathings were not penalised on Ὕδραν.

(g) All answers were correct here.

Exemplar 2 1 mark

2 marks

1 mark

1 mark

1 mark

1 mark

1 mark
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Question 11(a), (b) and (c)

Exemplar 1 3 marks

2 marks

3 marks

Examiner commentary
(a) A flawless answer with every element correct.

(b) A good answer although the candidate has written an epsilon rather than an eta in the spelling of στρατηγοι.

(c) This is all correct except for the incorrect rendering of του στρατιωτου in the genitive plural.
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Exemplar 2 3 marks

3 marks

4 marks

Examiner commentary
(a) A flawless answer with every element correct and a benefit of doubt given over the script in the spelling of ἐθαυμαζομεν.

(b) A perfect answer.

(c) A flawless answer with the genitive sandwich reproduced perfectly.
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Exemplar 3 2 marks

3 marks

2 marks

Examiner commentary
(a) The candidate has rendered τους ἱππους in the dative case, which is incorrect and moves this answer down to 2 marks  
 rather than 3.

(b) As per the mark scheme the movable nu was not required for εἰσιν.

(c) Half correct but the form of στρατιωτου is incorrect and the candidate has also incorrectly translated ‘running’ as a participle.
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Question 19
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Exemplar 1 47 marks
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Examiner commentary
(i) A fantastic start in this difficult sentence, dealing with the accusative and participle construction expertly – 5/5.

(ii) The phrase ἐρομένῳ δὲ αὐτῷ caused many problems as it did here; this rendering was considered a more serious error  
 moving the overall mark down to 4/5.

(iii) The candidate has lost a mark for failing to make a clear contrast between two discrete groups when translating  
 οἱ μὲν… οἱ δὲ.  The mark scheme makes it clear that this is necessary for 5/5 so this scores 4/5.

(iv) A common error here of adding the adjective ‘brave’ to the translation of τοῖς ἀνδράσιν.  This was considered a more serious  
 error and so this section scores 4/5.

(v) An inconsequential error for the rendering ‘by silence’ for σιγῇ – 5/5.

(vi) An inconsequential error for translating πυρὰ as singular – 5/5.

(vii) The translation ‘it’ is consequential from section (vi) and so is not penalised – 5/5.

(viii) Completely correct section – 5/5.

(ix) Completely correct section – 5/5.

(x) Another completely correct section to finish on – 5/5.

Exemplar 2 43 marks
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Examiner commentary
(i) A fantastic start; all correct – 5/5.

(ii) αὐτῷ is omitted here but this was seen as an inconsequential error – 5/5.

(iii) There is an error in the translation of ἀπέθανον and no contrast provided for οἱ μὲν… οἱ δὲ. The overall meaning is  
 clear – 3/5. 

(iv) The candidate hasn’t translated the superlative πλείστους accurately but this is only an inconsequential error and so this  
 section scores 5/5.

(v) τὸ περιβαλλόμενον is omitted and σιγῇ is mistranslated.  Everything else is correct and so the overall meaning is  
 clear – 3/5.

(vi) The mistranslation of ἤρξαντο is a more serious error and the lack of superlative in μέγιστα is an inconsequential error – 3/5.

(vii) The translation ‘it’ is consequential from section (vi) and so is not penalised – 5/5.

(viii) Completely correct section – 5/5.

(ix) Completely correct section – 5/5.

(x) The mistranslation of ἐνόμιζον is an inconsequential error as is the mistranslation of μέλλειν –4/5. 

Exemplar 3 27 marks
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Examiner commentary
(i) The mistranslation of ᾔσθετο and τινας are more serious errors – 3/5.

(ii) ‘And he was answered as he was going’ contains two more serious errors for mistranslation of ἐρομένῳ δὲ αὐτῷ   
 ἀπεκρίναντο – 3/5. 

(iii) There are a lot of errors in this small section but it is part correct but with overall sense lacking – 2/5.

(iv) The fact that the first half of the sentence has the idea of help being given moves this into ‘part correct’ category – 2/5. 

(v) The first part of this was all correct but it needs to be clear that the camp was being surrounded. With that error and the   
 mistranslation of σιγῇ makes this 3/5. 

(vi) The lack of plural in πυρὰ is an inconsequential error – with the other inconsequential error this is 4/5. 

(vii) The translation ‘it’ is consequential from section (vi) and so is not penalised, but the incorrect rendering of the negative in the  
 purpose clause renders this 4/5. 

(viii) ‘As they came’ is a more serious error and ‘were disappearing’ is an inconsequential error – 3/5. 

(ix) The fact that the contrast is shown, that ‘the Thracians’ are correctly made the object of the sentence and there is a reasonable  
 attempt at the time phrase means this section scores 1/5 rather than 0/5. 

(x) This section would have been a difficult decision between 3/5 and 2/5.  The fact that neither half of the section is fully correct  
 and the meaning is slightly changed, means this just falls into the 2/5 category. 
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We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce.  By 
clicking on the ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure 
that our resources work for you.  When the email template pops 
up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click 
‘Send’.  Thank you.

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between 
the specification and a resource please contact us at:  
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: 
Square down and Square up: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of 
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance 
programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 

© OCR 2019 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company 
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office  
The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.  
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

General qualifications
Telephone 01223 553998
Facsimile 01223 552627
Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

www.ocr.org.uk

OCR Customer Support Centre

Looking for a resource?
There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources 
for your qualification:

www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/
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