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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-
classical-greek-j292.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-classical-greek-j292.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-classical-greek-j292.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-classical-greek-j292.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 4 marks

Examiner commentary
Since this question was specifically about Herodotus’s use of language, and included a translation of the passage, examiners 
expected at least one point to address style.  This detailed response fulfilled that requirement in the first bullet point and therefore 
earned 4/4.
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Exemplar 2 3 marks

Examiner commentary
The Greek quotation and translation supporting the first point are not quite accurate: ὑποδύντες is mis-spelled and not translated.  
The second point earned two marks         : although σταδίους has not been quoted, the Greek for 45 has been identified correctly 
and the comment about the distance this represents is well made.

Exemplar 3 2 marks

Examiner commentary
Both points earned one mark only, neither being supported by ‘accurate, relevant and suitably explained reference to the Greek’.  The 
first point omits the essential ‘ὑποδύντες’, while the second includes a relevant section of Greek but offers neither translation nor 
comment upon the language.
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Question 3(b)

Exemplar 1 5 marks

Examiner commentary
A very accurate translation, which deals well with both περιχαρὴς οὖσα and the relative clause at the end of the extract.

Exemplar 2 5 marks

Examiner commentary
Although ‘praise’ was not accepted as a translation of φήμῃ, it was deemed an inconsequential error and this translation therefore 
still earned full marks.
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Exemplar 3 3 marks

Examiner commentary
There are three inconsequential errors here, bringing the mark down to 3/5: lack of coordination between στᾶσα and εὔχετο; 
failure to render the force of the prefix in περιχαρὴς (‘delighted’ / ‘overjoyed’); and τυχεῖν: translated as ‘have’.
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Question 4

General commentary applicable to all three exemplar responses:
Advice included in this year’s Report to Centres, repeated from what was issued in previous OCR training sessions:

• Aim to make at least four points supported by reference to the Greek.

• Use the whole of the stimulus passage, ideally in text order. The answer’s structure should not be determined by the bullet 
points, which are there to give an (optional) steer, one pointing to content and the other to language or style.

• Translate any Greek quoted, or make it clear that the meaning is understood.

• Include at least two developed ‘style’ points.

Examiners considered good points, weaker points and style points to establish the mark range and levels, using the following 
annotations:

  A good point will quote the Greek, translate (or make clear the meaning) and answer the question. 

  A weaker point will fall short in one of these respects. 

  Valid ‘style’ point (two required for full marks)
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Exemplar 1 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
This full, well-structured response clearly meets the criteria for Level 4: it shows very good engagement with the question and 
expresses a range of relevant points with good development.  One point is weakened by the omission of ‘necessary’ (as a translation 
of χρὴ), but there are three distinct ‘style’ points woven into the many good points made.

Exemplar 2 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response deals with the Greek in a sensible order, showing very good engagement with the question and conveying clear 
understanding of the passage.  Four relevant points are made but examiners identified only one ‘style’ point – at the very end.  This is 
therefore a Level 4 response, earning 7/8 because it lacks a second style point. 
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Exemplar 3 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response was judged to have three good points and three weaker points, and was therefore located at the top of Level 3.  The 
reference to the assertive tone of χρὴ earned credit as a style point but the single word, quoted without its accompanying σκοπεῖν 
left the point floating out of context.  The final point, about the ending of life, was similarly unanchored, and the overall structure 
could have been improved by quoting and discussing ἀνθρωπείων πραγμάτων earlier on.
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Question 5(c)

Exemplar 1 4 marks

Examiner commentary
Since this question was not accompanied by a translation of the Greek, Examiners accepted two content points when applying 
the marking grid.  This response met the criteria for 4/4.  Both points are valid and supported by a relevant, well-explained Greek 
quotation. 



Exemplar Candidate Work

15

GCSE (9–1) Classical Greek

© OCR 2019

Exemplar 2 3 marks

Examiner commentary
The first point        is supported by an appropriate quotation but falls short on the translation and explanation.  The second point         , 
though concise, is relevant and answers the question well.

Exemplar 3 2 marks

Examiner commentary
The first point could not be credited: there is no translation of the quoted Greek, and the question is not addressed.  The second 
point          is valid, with both content and style covered in the explanation.
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Question 7

General commentary applicable to all three exemplar responses:
Advice included in this year’s Report to Centres, repeated from what was issued in previous OCR training sessions:

• A (brief ) introduction is recommended, addressing the question and outlining an argument.

• Aim to offer at least five pieces of supporting evidence from the prescribed text, including sections not printed on the question 
paper. 

• Reference to the text should be detailed and specific, although quotation in Greek is not expected. 

• Wherever possible, link this evidence to the argument advanced; a conclusion may be appropriate. 

Examiners considered good points, weaker points, additional evidence points and attempts to analyse and evaluate (AO3), to 
establish the mark range and levels, using the following annotations: 

  A good point directly answers the question with a specific example from the text. 

  A weaker point does not fulfil the requirements above. It may be a correct but unsupported statement or a tenuous point but 
 with an example. 

‘Extra’ annotations for this question

  Credit for AO3: e.g. introduction / conclusion / clear topic sentences / well-developed argument.

  Additional evidence from sections of the prescription not printed on the question paper

Exemplar 1 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
This full, well-structured response clearly meets the criteria for Level 5: it shows excellent knowledge and understanding of the 
set text and offers a very well argued response to the question.  There are lots of pertinent examples, including from sections not 
printed on the question paper, and the question is kept firmly in mind throughout, with a well-developed, sustained and coherent 
line of reasoning. 
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Exemplar 2 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
There is a sensible introduction, explaining that Solon is the mouthpiece of Herodotus, and three good points, which include several 
additional details from sections of the prescription not printed on the question paper.  The response is logically structured but two 
weaker points mean that the line of reasoning is not particularly easy to follow.  The final point, for example, which elaborates upon 
the character of Croesus, needs further development so that it addresses the question.

Exemplar 3 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
This long response begins well.  There is explicit consideration of the question, Herodotus’ view is associated with that of Solon, and 
Croesus’ ὑβρις is seen to have stemmed from his wealth.  Four good points were identified, interwoven with some more dubious 
ones.  In the second half of the essay the argument strays from the question, with the focus more on the mutability of fortune than 
upon Herodotus’ view of Croesus’ wealth.  Since both the structure and the line of reasoning could have been better developed, the 
mark credited was at the bottom of Level 4.
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