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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-
classical-greek-j292.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-classical-greek-j292.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-classical-greek-j292.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-classical-greek-j292.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 4 marks

Examiner commentary
Both paragraphs are excellent answers, matching two of the suggested answers in the mark scheme.  Each point includes a relevant 
reference to the Greek (as required), translated or paraphrased to show an accurate understanding, and, importantly, giving a 
context which relates to the question (‘How is the appeal persuasive?’).
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Exemplar 2 3 marks

Examiner commentary
The first point contains a valid Greek reference, accurately translated (1 mark), but the context has been misinterpreted – Nausicaa is 
referring to the washing of the clothes not to the cart.  This error is indicated with an appropriate annotation. 

The second point includes a valid Greek reference with meaning understood (1 mark).  The same misunderstanding regarding the 
cart is annotated as a repeat error, but this does not detract from the valid point that Nausicaa’s appeal is persuasive because she 
claims that her request will benefit Alcinous’ sons (1 mark).
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Exemplar 3 1 mark

Examiner commentary
The Greek reference is incorrect (although ‘it is right’ could have formed the basis of an acceptable answer for 1 mark).  However, 
the context given here for ‘it is right’ is hopelessly vague and the phrase ‘her wants are rightful’ suggests the candidate does not 
understand the text.

The second point is given 1 mark for a valid Greek reference and appropriate translation, but the explanation of the reference is 
unclear.
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 5 marks

Examiner commentary
This translation is almost faultless.  The only clear (inconsequential) error is ‘whips’, which should be singular.  μάστιξεν δ’ έλάαν 
(line 4) proved to be a stumbling block for many candidates; it is a difficult phrase to translate into good English.  Examiners 
accepted a wide range of valid active meanings for έλάαν, and although ‘gallop’ is not active in sense, it was considered to convey 
the overall meaning of the phrase. 
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Exemplar 2 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This translation contains one major and one inconsequential error.  ‘Also’ has been annotated as a ‘harmless addition’.  ‘Soft’ seems 
an odd adjective for ‘oil’ but was accepted (along with ‘wet’, ‘moist’ etc.).  The essential meaning of χυτλώσαιτο here is ‘anoint (after 
bathing)’, so ‘wash’ is marked as an inconsequential error. έλάαν translated as ‘the mules’ is a major error. The frequent misspelling of 
‘reins’ (especially ‘reigns’ or ‘rains’) was lamented but ignored.

Exemplar 3 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This translation contains one major error and an omission.  ‘A flask of gold filled with liquid oil’ (line 1) is an unnecessary inversion 
of the Greek structure, amounting to a paraphrase rather than a translation (major error), and μάστιξεν has been omitted (major 
error).
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Question 5

Exemplar 1 Level 4, 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is a very good answer, gaining full marks.  The candidate’s own underlining of various words/phrases on the Question Paper 
suggests an element of forethought and planning, and this has led to a well-structured, well-written answer.  The initial point, 
that this is a simile, is little more than a rephrasing of the first bullet point in the question (= ‘weak’ point), but the candidate has 
accurately quoted and translated the opening line and added the fact that Artemis’ status as a goddess is indicative of Nausicaa’s 
beauty, thus elevating this to a ‘good’ point (tick+).  Not all points are clear and convincing (indicated by the tick? annotation), but 
all (bar one) include an appropriate Greek reference plus accurate translation, and overall there are more than enough ‘good’ points 
for this to be considered a Level 4 answer.  The candidate has also included two valid, different style points, indicated by the + 
annotation, to qualify for a Level 4 mark.

Exemplar 2 Level 4, 7 marks

Examiner commentary
This translation contains one major and one inconsequential error.  ‘Also’ has been annotated as a ‘harmless addition’.  ‘Soft’ seems 
an odd adjective for ‘oil’ but was accepted (along with ‘wet’, ‘moist’ etc.).  The essential meaning of χυτλώσαιτο here is ‘anoint (after 
bathing)’, so ‘wash’ is marked as an inconsequential error. έλάαν translated as ‘the mules’ is a major error. The frequent misspelling of 
‘reins’ (especially ‘reigns’ or ‘rains’) was lamented but ignored.
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Examiner commentary
This is mostly a well-structured answer, with bullet points used (but not preferred) rather than paragraphs, although the final point 
(γέγηθε line 5) seems to have been added as an afterthought.  Essentially the candidate is making six points, some of which are 
stronger than others, although all are supported by valid Greek references and sound translations.  Looking at the relevant marking 
grid guidance in the mark scheme, this answer would seem to be on the cusp between Level 3 and Level 4, with ‘good’ (rather than 
‘very good’ engagement with the question, but containing a ‘good range of relevant points ... drawn on a range of well-selected 
aspects of content ... with a good range of appropriate quotation’.
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Exemplar 3 Level 3, 5 marks

Examiner commentary
This translation contains one major error and an omission.  ‘A flask of gold filled with liquid oil’ (line 1) is an unnecessary inversion of 
the Greek structure, amounting to a paraphrase rather than a translation (major error), and μάστιξεν has been omitted (major error).
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Examiner commentary
The answer begins promisingly with the observation that this is an extended simile featuring Artemis who is, significantly, a maiden 
goddess, but the point remains undeveloped. Lines 1-2 are accurately referenced and translated, although line 2 is not commented 
on at all.  ίοχέαιρα (line 1) is accurately identified and translated, but its emphatic placement is not explained, nor is the reference 
to the ‘quick rhythm’ of line 1. 

The next point focuses on lines 4-5 (τῇ δέ θ' ἅμα ... παίζουσι).  The idea of both Artemis and Nausicaa at play with their 
attendants has some potential, but again the point is undeveloped, as is the reference to the position of παίζουσι in line 5.  This 
section should have been opened with a new paragraph.  If candidates find paragraphing a challenge, they might find using bullet 
points easier for this type of question, which does not require the development of an argument/viewpoint.  Although paragraphs 
are preferred to bullet points, bullet points offer a clearer structure than no paragraphs. 

The second page contains two potentially good points.  The first point should have referred to Nausicaa’s physical appearance/
stature rather than her ‘authority’, and the second point does not explain the significance (or indeed the placement) of the word 
ἀδμής.

Overall, this answer has a lot of potential but too many points are unclear and/or undeveloped.  However, it does contain a good 
range of ideas and the Greek references are (mostly) valid and accurately translated.  According to the marking grid guidance in the 
mark scheme, this is another answer on the cusp, here between Level 2 and Level 3.
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Question 7

Exemplar 1 4 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is an excellent answer.  Each point clearly addresses the question (‘How does Homer emphasise Odysseus’ anxiety and 
confusion?’), supported by an accurate, relevant quotation in Greek and an accurate translation (even if lifted from the Question 
Paper).

Exemplar 2 3 marks

Examiner commentary
The first bullet point: ‘ὤ μοι ἐγώ’ appears in the mark scheme as an acceptable point, but here the candidate has fallen short of full 
marks because there is no translation offered (although ‘of deep woe’ suggests some understanding of the phrase) and the idea of 
emphasis has not been directly addressed (e.g. repetition of the pronoun in different cases = anxiety/desperation).  The remainder of 
the first paragraph shows why examiners need to be confident a candidate fully understands any Greek quoted.  Here the candidate 
wrongly refers to τέων when he/she should, presumably, have referred to (and translated) αὔτε.

The second bullet point is not a perfect answer, but the candidate has secured full marks by accurately quoting and translating two 
relevant adjectives to show that ‘Odysseus is seriously concerned’.

Both bullet point answers here illustrate a common failing, where candidates quote whole lines/sentences of Greek and thus lose 
focus on key points.  The first paragraph should have limited discussion to ὤ μοι ἐγώ, and the second paragraph should have 
concentrated on line 2 of the passage.  Line 3 is quoted in Greek, but not used in the answer.
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Exemplar 3 2 marks

Examiner commentary
Sound answers, but there is no reference to the Greek (as required in the question) in either bullet point.
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Question 9

Exemplar 1 Level 5, 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is a very good answer.  The opening sentence/paragraph clearly states the way forward and shows that the candidate has 
organised/planned the answer.  Not everyone will put ‘descriptions of idyllic scenes’ at the top of their list of interesting and 
engaging elements in Homer, but here the candidate gains full credit by supporting the point with several accurate examples from 
the text, mostly from passages outside the Question Paper.  The remaining paragraphs (on similes, Odysseus and Nausicaa, and the 
role of Athena) are composed to a similarly high standard.  Each point is neatly presented and developed, with well-chosen, detailed 
references from the text.  The conclusion is unnecessary, as it simply repeats the introduction, but it rounds off an impressive essay.
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Exemplar 2 Level 5, 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer shows that the candidate has a sound knowledge and understanding of the text.  The references are relevant, accurate 
and detailed, and the candidate continually refers back to the wording of the question (‘interesting and engaging’).  Each paragraph 
contributes effectively to an overall strong answer (Level 5), with the exception of the opening paragraph, which not only confuses 
Artemis with Athene, but more importantly fails to explain such remarks as ‘imitating [sic] Athene’s change of attention’ etc., as 
indicated by the ‘?’ annotation on the script.  For this reason, the mark given is 9/10 rather than 10/10.
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Exemplar 3 Level 4, 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer contains the seeds of several ideas but most are undeveloped.  There is no introduction and the opening paragraph, 
on the prosperity of the Phoecians [sic], is undeveloped and unconvincing, supported by just one example (taken from Passage 1 
of the Question Paper).  The second paragraph, on the beauty of nature, is better, citing three references from the text, although 
the references are brief and not altogether accurate.  Further ideas are all presented rather briefly, with limited reference to the text 
and little development, although the candidate displays a sound knowledge and understanding.  According to the mark scheme 
guidance marking grid, ‘good knowledge and sound understanding’ puts this answer in Level 4, but on the other hand most 
paragraphs give only a ‘limited’ (Level 2) or ‘reasonable’ (Level 3) response.
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