Qualification
Accredited

GCSE (9–1)
Exemplar Candidate Work

CLASSICAL GREEK
J292

For first teaching in 2016

J292/05 Summer 2018
examination series
Version 1

www.ocr.org.uk/classicalgreek

GCSE (9–1) Classical Greek

Contents

Exemplar Candidate Work

Introduction

3

Question 2

4

Question 5

6

Question 6

8

Question 8

13

Question 9

15

2

© OCR 2018

GCSE (9–1) Classical Greek

Exemplar Candidate Work

Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the
summer 2018 examination series.
OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars,
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has
been applied.
Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcseclassical-greek-j292.pdf for full details of the assessment
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
The question paper, mark scheme and any resource
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins –
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).
It is important to note that approaches to question
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may
make small adjustments to improve the performance of
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive
changes.
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Question 2

[5]

Exemplar 1

5 marks

Examiner commentary
An excellent translation, full and fluent, with just the one inconsequential error (οὔποτε = ‘never’).

Exemplar 2

4 marks

Examiner commentary
This is an excellent translation except for one small but significant major error, omission of σ’ (‘you’).
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Exemplar 3

3 marks

Examiner commentary
This translation conveys the overall meaning but contains a number of errors and omissions. ‘From you’ has been accepted although
strictly speaking σ’ is the direct object of αἰτήσομαι. The translation of δίκαια δ’, ὡς φήσεις σύ (line 3) does not make sense:
δ’ and ὡς are omitted and the inverted translation of the other elements has obscured the meaning. γὰρ (line 3) is omitted and
penalised as a minor error and the verb φρονεῖς should be 2nd singular.
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Question 5

[4]

Exemplar 1

4 marks

Examiner commentary
This answer gets full marks. Both bullet points give appropriate Greek references that are accurately translated, and the question of
emphasis is explained/illustrated.
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Exemplar 2

3 marks

Examiner commentary
The 1st bullet point is along the right lines, but the Greek reference is not accurately translated and the idea of never enjoying life
again now that Alcestis has been taken is inadequately explained.
The 2nd bullet point gains full marks. The Greek reference is relevant and accurately translated, although the idea of emphasis is
merely implied by the content in the reference rather than explained.

Exemplar 3

2 marks

Examiner commentary
The 1st bullet point cites three negative words in English, which could reasonably be argued to emphasise sadness, but there is no
reference to the Greek (as required in the question).
Similarly, the 2nd bullet point makes a reasonable point, but omits any reference to the Greek.
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Question 6

Exemplar 1

Level 4, 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is a very good answer. In each of the four paragraphs, the candidate has quoted some Greek text, translated it, explored the
context in relation to the question and looked for a style point.
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Exemplar 2

Level 4, 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer has more than enough ‘good’ points to merit a Level 4 mark, but it falls short of full marks because only one style feature
is discussed (line 6 βίον). The single-word Greek references and translations indicate that the candidate has an accurate knowledge
of the text, but the response lacks any language/style analysis (except for βίον).

Exemplar 3

Level 3, 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is a typical Level 3 answer. The answer is planned and well organised and has the potential to achieve a Level 4 mark with
four paragraphs, each making a ‘good’ point and at least two style/language points. However, although the points are valid and
developed, no references are translated and the sense/context is not made clear.
The opening line (with the erroneous repetition of ‘Admetus’) strongly suggests that this answer has not been checked through. If
the candidate had taken the time to read over the answer, he/she would not only have spotted the glaring (minor) error in the first
line, but might also have seen that the points lack precise referencing (e.g. neither ‘the dog of Pluto’ nor ‘Charon’ are actually named,
but referred to, vaguely, as ‘two infamous characters from Greek mythology’). Examiners frequently bemoan the fact that candidates
apparently do not read over their work, especially extended answers.
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Question 8

[4]

Exemplar 1

4 marks

Examiner commentary
Both bullet point answers are accurate and concise.
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Exemplar 2

4 marks

Examiner commentary
The 1st bullet point is a model answer: valid Greek quotation, accurate translation, context explained in relation to the question, use
of language.

Exemplar 3

3 marks

Exemplar 3

3 marks

Examiner commentary
With this type of question candidates are often content, as here, to quote a piece of relevant Greek and give an accurate translation
and leave it at that, without really answering the question but hoping that the ‘use of language’ is implicit in the translation. Here, the
examiner has judged that the 1st bullet point falls short of an adequate answer to the question, even though the Greek quotation
and accompanying paraphrase are valid and acceptable. In the 2nd bullet point, the idea of ‘pleading’ (= ‘distress’ in the wording of
the question) is more obviously reflected in the translation of the Greek quoted.
14

© OCR 2018

GCSE (9–1) Classical Greek

Exemplar Candidate Work

Question 9

Exemplar 1

Level 5, 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is a good answer that sits comfortably in the Level 5 band. The writing is mostly clear and each paragraph addresses the
question. The presentation of both positive and negative aspects of Admetus’ character is evidence of a planned and considered
approach. A number of points are well made, but this essay falls short of full marks because there is a lack of supporting evidence
when talking about ‘this diction of annihilation’ and the following paragraph, about Admetus’ love for his children, is not developed
sufficiently. The final paragraph, suggesting that Admetus is acting selfishly, is weak and not at all convincing.

Exemplar 2

Level 4, 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
This essay addresses the question directly and consistently and makes a number of valid points, but some ideas, especially the
opening paragraph, are not explained clearly, while other points, though along the right lines, are brief and under-developed.
According to the mark scheme guidance marking grid, this answer stands in Level 4 as a ‘good response’ rather than a ‘well-argued
response’.
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Exemplar 3

Level 3, 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is a Level 3 essay. The candidate has structured the answer well, with an introduction followed by three paragraphs each on
a different aspect of Admetus’ character, and ending with a conclusion. Also each point is supported by evidence from the text,
showing good answer technique. However, not enough points are made – normally at least four ‘good’ points would be required
for a Level 5 mark – and some points are weakly expressed and/or undeveloped, showing only ‘limited’ (Level 2) or ‘some’ (Level 3)
knowledge/understanding.
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The small print

We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce. By
clicking on the ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure
that our resources work for you. When the email template pops
up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click
‘Send’. Thank you.
Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding
organisation, you can request more information by completing the
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.
This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is
acknowledged as the originator of this work.
Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between
published support and the specification, therefore please use the
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between
the specification and a resource please contact us at:
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.
OCR acknowledges the use of the following content:
Q2: Euripides, ‘Alcestis’, 438 BC, from J Affleck (ed.), C Letchford (ed.),
‘OCR Anthology for Classical Greek GCSE’, lines 300-303, Bloomsbury
Books Plc., 2016; Q5: Euripides, ‘Alcestis’, 438 BC, from J Affleck
(ed.), C Letchford (ed.), ‘OCR Anthology for Classical Greek GCSE’,
lines 343-347, Bloomsbury Books Plc., 2016; Q6: Euripides, ‘Alcestis’,
438 BC, from J Affleck (ed.), C Letchford (ed.), ‘OCR Anthology for
Classical Greek GCSE’, lines 357-364, Bloomsbury Books Plc., 2016;
Q8: Euripides, ‘Alcestis’, 438 BC, from J Affleck (ed.), C Letchford (ed.),
‘OCR Anthology for Classical Greek GCSE’, lines 379-384, Bloomsbury
Books Plc., 2016; Square down and Square up: alexwhite/
Shutterstock.com
Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications:
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk
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