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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-
classical-greek-j292.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-classical-greek-j292.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-classical-greek-j292.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-classical-greek-j292.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 5

Exemplar 1 6 marks

[6]
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Examiner commentary
The response begins with a quote from the source followed by two clear points explaining what the quotation shows the audience 
about the couple’s relationship. The candidate focuses the response wholly on the evidence available and in the second part of the 
answer quotes two phrases from the source, again giving detailed evaluation of the quotations’ significance.

In the final part of the response, the candidate quotes part of the source and sets it into the context of 5th century Athens showing a 
good degree of understanding of the underlying themes and cultural mores.

Exemplar 2 5 marks

Examiner commentary
The candidate starts the answer in a clear and accurate way, making a general statement about the lack of affection between them 
and explaining the point by means of accurate quotations from the source and a sensible piece of analysis (‘the husband almost 
seems wary of her…’).

The point made about the wife’s infidelity (that the husband is simply inconvenienced by the loss of a housekeeper) is an interesting 
one, and the candidate explains it well, but is not backed up by the facts of the case. It is unlikely that a husband would go to the 
lengths Euphiletus did to punish Eratosthenes if he was simply annoyed about his domestic arrangements.

The response is well anchored in the source and the candidate is able to explain the relevant points effectively. There is no mention 
made of the time at which the couple’s relationship seemed to go smoothly or the birth of the baby.
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Exemplar 3 4 marks

Examiner commentary
The candidate responds well to the source by making a valid statement (‘the husband is trying to judge is wife’s character and had to 
watch her every action’ and evaluating it by using the phrase ‘this shows …’, together with a suitable quotation from the source. The 
details of the second point are not completely accurate as the candidate makes reference to ‘children’, when the couple only have 
one baby, but the point made is correct, namely that the wife has performed her primary duty for the household and the quality of 
the couple’s relationship has improved.

The final section is where the candidate lost a mark as reference is made to a potential affair, and although there is a relevant 
quotation, there is insufficient detail about this crucial downturn in their relationship.

The answer is sound and shows a good understanding of the evidence but lacks enough development to warrant a mark in Level 4.  
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Question 6

[8]



Exemplar Candidate Work

8

GCSE (9–1) Classical Greek

© OCR 2018



Exemplar Candidate Work

9

GCSE (9–1) Classical Greek

© OCR 2018

Exemplar 1 8 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

10

GCSE (9–1) Classical Greek

© OCR 2018

Examiner commentary
The 8-mark question is given a brief but accurate introduction, and the candidate starts the response by comparing Athenian 
women’s lives with those of the Spartans’. Source B is used to support the point made about the Spartans’ greater degree of freedom, 
together with an Aristotle quotation and a final reference to Pericles’ Funeral Speech. The paragraph concludes with sensible 
evaluation, introduced by the phrase ‘this shows how…’ which enables the candidate to explain the point fully.

The second paragraph starts with a reference to a visual source, a vase painting of women collecting water and focuses on the role 
of women outside the household. The candidate speaks well about the Thesmophoria which indicates that women were permitted 
some degree of freedom and contrasts this with what we see of the wife’s role in Xenophon’s ‘Oikonomokos’ where a slave would 
be sent into town rather than the wife. This point is supported by reference to Source C, where the wife used a go-between to 
communicate with Eratosthenes, as she could not go into town herself.

The candidate concludes with a reasoned argument that many women would be forced to work or go outside because of their 
circumstances and makes reference to the power that a kyria would enjoy within her own household.

The answer makes impressive use of source evidence from both the insert and other evidence that the candidate has studied. The 
points made are well supported and clearly explained, and there is a clear understanding of the context and traditions underpinning 
the sources used.
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Exemplar 2 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate starts the answer with an accurate detail that does not agree with the question – namely that Athenian women were 
expected to stay indoors unless certain public events were taking place – and also gives a basic reason for this but does not refer to 
any sources.

The candidate’s second point considers the additional freedoms enjoyed by Spartan women and relates the answer to two sources 
without analysis

The point is made that women throughout Greece were completely disenfranchised, and the candidate paraphrases Pericles’ 
statement that they should aim to be spoken of as little as possible by men. There is a brief evaluation of these accurate points, 
followed by a reference to the Aristotle source from the insert.

The candidate gives accurate details about the fact that Athenian women were permitted to enjoy certain freedoms if they were 
priestesses but does not link the point back to the question in any meaningful way. The final point about Spartan women not having 
to perform ‘boring tasks’ is rather vague and lacks any reference to specific sources.

The response to the question is competent and informed, and touches on a range of topics, but would benefit from greater analysis 
and more detailed comments on the sources.
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Exemplar 3 4 marks

Examiner commentary
The candidate begins with a comparison between the freedoms enjoyed by Athenian and Spartan women and makes some 
detailed comments on the fact that Spartans were able to enjoy sports but does not relate any of this part of the response to 
available source evidence. There is a potential reference to Plutarch’s ‘Life of Lycurgus’ when considering the difference in age 
between an Athenian and Spartan bride, but the response lacks real analysis. It is too easy to assume that Spartan women had an 
easier lifestyle than the Athenians, but there is no evidence here to support that point.

The response ends well with the comment that no women from any ancient Greek city were able to enjoy the same quality of life as 
men, and it would have been good to see more made of this point, together with specific reference to the evidence available, hence 
the high Level 2 mark.  
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Question 11

[6]

Exemplar 1 6 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

15

GCSE (9–1) Classical Greek

© OCR 2018

Examiner commentary
The candidate starts with Plutarch’s use of lists designed to stress the impressive nature of Pericles’ building project. Part of one list 
is quoted, and the effect is evaluated clearly. The response then moves on to the use of hyperbolic language, which the candidate 
quotes, calling them ‘absolute words’ that stresses the scale and superiority of the buildings under construction.

The final point returns to the scale of the project and the lists of craftsmen involved in its realisation, and the candidate quotes a 
valuable phrase, linking the point to the question as a brief conclusion.

Exemplar 2 5 marks

Examiner commentary
The response starts well with a reference to the literary technique of asyndeton in the context of Plutarch’s listing and the candidate 
is able to explain the effect that it has on the audience (‘…highlights how great a number of people were necessary to build such a 
project). 

The candidate selects and quotes individual words used by Plutarch that contribute to the imposing effect of the building 
programme, and by doing this adds detail and depth to the response.

The final comment focuses on Plutarch’s use of the superlative and stresses the impact that the use of this form of the adjective has 
on the effect of the extract. 

The use of the source is very good in this answer, but the candidate did not gain full marks in Level 4 as the points made lacked 
detail. 
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Exemplar 3 4 marks

Examiner commentary
The response engages well with the question, making reference to Plutarch’s use of lists. The candidate quotes one example, adding 
the effect of the technique on the audience (‘this shows the price of the build’) while also commenting on another (‘which shows the 
large scale’). The candidate also considers the speed of the project and includes a brief quotation but fails to evaluate the point in 
sufficient depth. 

In general, although the response is accurate, there is too much emphasis on the narrative to secure full marks: the candidate 
needed to treat the source more as a literary text than as a piece of information and evaluate Plutarch’s stylistic techniques to a 
greater degree.
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Question 13
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Exemplar 1 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
The 12-mark response is started with a brief 2-line introduction stating that there were both advantages and disadvantages to life in 
Athens, and the candidate then focuses the question by establishing that the most crucial factor in determining the quality of life in 
the 5th century BC was social status and gender.

The candidate considers several sources that focus on marriage and looks at the wife’s lack of choice in a husband as well as the tasks 
she would be expected to perform, evaluating the points made with the phrase ‘this demonstrates how…’ and using the technical 
terms hetairai and pallakai in the context of men’s relationships with women outside the formal confines of the household. 

This is contrasted with the status and advantages that citizen men enjoyed and the candidate includes a reference to Aristotle 
and Aristophanes in a change of subject from the oikos to men’s involvement in the politics of Athens. The paragraph ends with a 
reference to the need to pay citizens to attend the law courts and Ekklesia meetings, making the point that men did not always want 
to be involved and needed to be induced to do so.

The candidate moves on to consider slaves and the quality of life they had – the tragic source from the insert is included as a means 
of demonstrating this, and reference is also made to the quality of life of those slaves forced to work in the Laureion silver mines. The 
discussion of the poor treatment of slaves is concluded with a nod to the Lysias source where a slave girl is threatened with torture. 
By contrast, the candidate points out some advantages for certain slaves living in the city, citing the examples of the Erechtheion 
accounts where skilled slaves were paid and treated on a par with metic and citizen workers. The point is concluded with an 
explanation of the Old Oligarch source, which comments on the overly lenient treatment of slaves in Athens.

This theme of increased equality and growing democracy is developed in the next paragraph where the candidate considers 
Cleisthenes’ political reforms and includes the technical word ‘isonomia’; this is then contrasted with the criticism in a Euripides 
source referred to by the candidate, together with details of other negatives associated with democracy. 

The response ends with a concisely phrased conclusion that draws the main points of the essay together. The use of a huge range 
of sources, the detailed comments and explanations of the points made, together with analysis of the evidence quoted led to this 
response being credited full marks. It was clear that the candidate had fully engaged with the complexities of the question and 
demonstrated an excellent understanding of the arguments involved.
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Exemplar 2 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate starts the answer on the advantages of living in Athens with a reference to the chryselephantine statue of Athena and 
the effect of the Parthenon sculptures and the impact it would have had on those who saw it. The points are valid and relevant, and 
it is good to see references to the imposing art and architecture of Periclean Athens, but the candidate needs to make a clear link 
back to the question to demonstrate quite what an advantage this would have been for Athenian residents. 

The candidate moves on to the positive nature of pure democracy in action, and the advantage of being able to participate in the 
Ekklesia or the Boule - it is clear that they have a good grasp of the relevant factual details, but there is little analysis or comment 
about who would be entitled to take part in the political process. The candidate mentions ‘Plato’s source’ without explaining what is 
being referred to; there is no source by Plato in the insert or Prescribed Sources Booklet. The candidate links the ancient world with 
the modern world when discussing the fact that women were unable to vote

Mention is made to Pericles’ Funeral Speech and the support that orphans of those killed in warfare would receive from the state. 
The point is a good one, but the candidate does not develop it thoroughly.

The move back to who was and was not able to vote is a wise one, and the candidate focuses first on the lack of rights enjoyed by 
slaves and metics in ancient Athens, (including details of Pericles’ Citizenship Law of 451/0 BC) and then on the process of ostracism, 
but the chance to evaluate the facts in light of the question (thereby securing some AO3 marks) is missed. Some analysis is present 
towards the end of the answer on the topic of class, and the candidate is able to compare the advantages and disadvantages of 
the thetes’ social status well. The inclusion of a section on the Legal System is useful and the comment about the impact of seeing 
kleroteria and klepsydra in action is generally effective.

This is a 12-mark answer, which shows a wide range of factual details that are effectively deployed to respond to the demands of the 
question. The advantages are weighed against the disadvantages of living in Athens clearly, and a number of different sources are 
used to support the points made. The lack of sufficient analysis means that the candidate can access the marks available at the lower 
end of Level 4, and it would be good to see a more consistent use of links to the question to attain the higher marks. 
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Exemplar 3 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
The essay starts clearly with the candidate’s indisputable statement that a person’s status decided what quality of life they enjoyed 
in ancient Athens and continues by comparing the relative freedoms enjoyed by citizen men and women. Factually, this section is 
correct and well argued, but the candidate makes no reference to any sources.

The attention shifts to the role of slaves and again the candidate makes a number of valid statements about the disadvantages they 
suffered in their daily lives. There is no mention made of relevant sources to support the points made

The essay ends with a well-phrased and pithy conclusion.

The candidate shows a good understanding of the facts and is adept at using them to create a persuasive argument. The lack of 
reference to sources has affected the mark and prevented the candidate from accessing the highest level of marks.
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