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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/classical-greek-h044-
h444-from-2016/ for full details of the assessment for this 
qualification. These exemplar answers should also be read 
in conjunction with the sample assessment materials 
and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report to Centres 
available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/classical-greek-h044-h444-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/classical-greek-h044-h444-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/classical-greek-h044-h444-from-2016/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question Total Mark Notes

1i 5 5 A strong candidate in prose composition is encouraged to subordinate main 
clauses into participle clauses, etc.; the converse holds as well. Good translation 
into English often involves unpacking subordinated clauses.

1ii 5 4 Considerable paraphrase, which is all but inevitable where a verb needs to be 
supplied. The picture of what is going on is mostly clear from the translation, but 
“throwing with a stone” is not clear. “Mostly correct” seems appropriate.

1iii 5 5 “Fled for refuge” is a very commendable translation of καταφευγει, and 
suggests (incidentally: this does not directly affect the marking process) a 
candidate who brings insight from set text translation into their language work.

1iv 5 5

1v 5 5 “In the army itself” is a possible construal (some examiners might annotate with a 
tick to indicate acceptance).

1vi 5 4 Construction missed, so maximum of 4 as per the Mark Scheme.

1vii 5 5 “Enquired” for “learned” or similar is a single slight error.

1viii 5 5

1ix 5 5 Addition of “too” is very appropriate.

1x 5 3 Main construction (comparison with genitive) missed, and idiomatic sense 
of genitive absolute, so that the sense of the whole section is considerably 
compromised. “Mostly correct” would be too generous, so 3 is appropriate.

Total 50 46

Examiner commentary
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Question Total Mark Notes

1i 5 3 “Gathering wood” accepted for ξυλα σχιζων as per the Mark Scheme. However 
voice and prefix of participle and main verb senses are missing, so this section 
emerges as better than half right, but less than “mostly correct”.

1ii 5 3 Meaning is again quite heavily compromised, although structure and the 
cumulative sense mentioned in the MS are both handled well. “Mostly correct” 
would be too generous; “less than half right” too mean.

1iii 5 4 Note that Mark Scheme states that all errors will be major.

1iv 5 4 A single phrase wrongly construed amounts to a single major error.

1v 5 3 “400” was a very common error and deemed major. ἐπι either misconstrued or 
ignored, so “mostly correct” would be too generous.

1vi 5 2 English translation nonsensical, and the infinitives treated differently; less than 
half right (but probably more than 1/5, as there is some structure and the 
accusatives are taken as parallel).

1vii 5 5 Slight error (as per the Mark Scheme).

1viii 5 4 A slightly longer section, with one small issue and one misconstrued verb, so 4/5 
appropriate.

1ix 5 5 Slight error for wrong meaning of κατακοπ-, as the structure is well handled.

1x 5 3 Idiom missed, so maximum of 4; and comparison - cf Exemplar 1 with same two 
errors.

Total 50 36

Examiner commentary
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Question Total Mark Notes

1i 5 2 τις and verb number missed, so the whole structure is wrong, often indicating a mark of 
2 or below. “Axes” shows that both the noun morphology and the article.

1ii 5 1 Various errors of number; although structure is OK, this is a short section and barely more 
has been achieved than to translate GCSE-level vocabulary.

1iii 5 4 Similar to Exemplar 2.

1iv 5 3 Several errors but there is mostly decent sense; “less than half right” would be mean.

1v 5 3 Structure is mostly sound (nb “were with him” is accepted according to the Mark 
Scheme) and τους Μενωνος is correctly translated; so, more than half right.

1vi 5 2 As with Exemplar 2, various confusions in this tricky section, although this candidate has 
understood a little more of the structure.

1vii 5 3 Vocabulary issues, but structurally sound.

1viii 5 4 One substantial error (first is treated as CON).

1ix 5 4 One vocabulary and one tense error, but in a longer and harder section.

1x 5 1 Some attempt to write coherent English, but very little relation to the meaning of the 
Greek. Some very basic vocabulary problems..

Total 50 27

Examiner commentary
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Question Total Mark Notes

2ai 5 5 “I think that… not” would be acceptable, but “certain” is too strong in meaning; so, 
slight error. “authority so great” is a good solution and acceptable loose paraphrase as 
mentioned in the Mark Scheme.

2aii 5 5

2aiii 5 3 Errors in verb vocabulary and case relation, with spurious “because”; in this shorter 
section, 4 would be too generous.

2aiv 5 4 Short section so vocabulary error counts as major.

2av 5 5 Valid paraphrasing of a difficult idiom.

2avi 5 5

2avii 5 5 Another good idiomatic English expression in “the shame lies with these men”. Slight 
vocabulary error at the end.

2aviii 5 3 Balanced structure is good, which tips the balance from 2 to 3.

2aix 5 5

2b 5 5

Total 50 45

Examiner commentary



Exemplar Candidate Work

17

A Level Classical Greek

© OCR 2019

Exemplar 5 



Exemplar Candidate Work

18

A Level Classical Greek

© OCR 2019

Question Total Mark Notes

2ai 5 5 Nb appropriate use of bracketed “lit.” translation, although as the Mark Scheme shows, 
this was not necessary.

2aii 5 4 Classic example of a major error where active is changed to passive (perfectly allowable, 
often very appropriate) but the agent not expressed (= omission).

2aiii 5 4 Vocabulary and tense errors; mostly correct.

2aiv 5 4 As per the Mark Scheme.

2av 5 3 First half is correct; second does not recognise the gender of τι… ἐχον.

2avi 5 1 Very confused in the first line, ignoring even the punctuation; basic vocabulary rendered 
but not much more sense than that.

2avii 5 4 First phrase wrong but thereafter well handled.

2aviii 5 3 Meaning rather confused but structure in place, indicating 3 out of 5.

2aix 5 4 Omission = major error.

2b 5 5

Total 50 38

Examiner commentary
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Question Total Mark Notes

2ai 5 4 Comparative not rendered at all (possibly omitted?), so major error.

2aii 5 3 Heavy paraphrase in the first half, to no gain (“this king” possibly based on ταυτ’?).

2aiii 5 3 More than half right, clearly, but not “mostly correct”

2aiv 5 5

2av 5 5

2avi 5 2 Quite confused, starting with “if someone” for εἰ τι. Meaning is heavily compromised, but 
not without sense.

2avii 5 0 “finish” was glossed, so only “by land” and “corpses” have been translated.

2aviii 5 0 Only “each” has been translated.

2aix 5 2 “their body put in the ground” covers the final line, which is about half the meaning, but 
without a context for the clause, suggesting that overall this is just under half right.

2b 5 4 As per the Mark Scheme.

Total 50 38

Examiner commentary
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We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce.  By 
clicking on the ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure 
that our resources work for you.  When the email template pops 
up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click 
‘Send’.  Thank you.

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between 
the specification and a resource please contact us at:  
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: 
Square down and Square up: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of 
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance 
programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 

© OCR 2019 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company 
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office  
The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.  
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.
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