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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/223012-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-geography-h481.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223012-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-geography-h481.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223012-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-geography-h481.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223012-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-geography-h481.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1(a)
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Examiner commentary
The candidate makes two valid limitations of the scatter graph in displaying the data collected. The first point is not credited as it is 
not clearly explained and whilst the exact figure isn’t present, the purpose of the graph is to show the trend. The second and third 
points are in the mark scheme and are valid limitations.

Exemplar 1 2 marks
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Question 1(b)

Examiner commentary
This answer achieved top of Level 2; the candidate has correctly identified two natural forcing processes and displayed reasonable 
knowledge and understanding and developed ideas. The candidate has some understanding of Milankovitch cycles referencing 
both the ‘tilt’ and the ‘wobble’ but the link to how they affect climate change needs to be more explicit to reach Level 3. Likewise, 
the second natural forcing of natural fluctuations is valid but to show well-developed ideas the candidate would need to suggest 
possible reasons for this and provide a more thorough explanation that goes beyond it causing the greenhouse effect.

Exemplar 1 Level 2, 4 marks
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Question 2(a)

Examiner commentary
This answer is well set out and the three limitations are clear. All three are valid limitations – no actual figures, misshapen continents, 
relative nature of figures. This candidate has written in a concise and precise manner, which is to be encouraged.

Exemplar 1 3 marks

Refer to the QP and Insert for full details on Fig. 2. 
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Examiner commentary
The candidate only achieves one mark here due to only the first limitation being valid. Limitation 2 is not correct as the map is 
proportions and not actual numbers, and limitation 3 is also not valid as the colours are clearly distinguishable.

Exemplar 2 1 mark
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Question 2(b)

Examiner commentary
The candidate has identified two types of disease diffusion. Whilst there was no required number of types to include in order to 
access Level 3, candidates did need to display thorough knowledge and understanding. In most cases, this was achieved either 
by the breadth of their answer (in this case, the candidate could have also covered expansion and hierarchical diffusion), or be 
increasing the depth of their answer (in this case, when discussing relocation diffusion, the candidate could have given an example 
or provided a clearer explanation for how the disease would spread spatially).

Exemplar 1 Level 2, 4 marks
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Question 3(a)

Exemplar 1 3 marks
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Examiner commentary
Full marks were credited for this answer as the candidate correctly identifies three valid limitations to this data; the data being an 
estimate, the lack of specificity in the locations, and the variation in the collection times. The answer is well-structured and their three 
ideas are clear and explained whilst also being concise.

Question 3(b)

Exemplar 1 Level 3, 6 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate demonstrates thorough knowledge and understanding, alongside well-developed ideas linked to nutrient cycling. 
They cover a range of points such as variation both horizontally and vertically and use accurate terminology such as marine snow to 
achieve the top of the level.
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Question 4(a)

Examiner commentary
The first limitation is not valid as it is a vague point and doesn’t link to the impact of food production on the physical environment. 
Points 2 and 3 are both valid with reference to not knowing what is being sprayed, and the awareness that a photograph is a 
snapshot in time and therefore the impact cannot be determined.

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Refer to the QP and Insert for full details on Fig. 4. 
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Question 4(b)

Examiner commentary
The comments regarding Malthus are reasonable with the candidate displaying some understanding that population and food 
supply grow at different rates. However, the understanding of Boserup is basic and the links to food security are tenuous. Thus the 
‘best fit’ for this answer is bottom of Level 2. 

Exemplar 1 Level 2, 3 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

14

A Level Geography 

© OCR 2019

Question 5(a)

Examiner commentary
The candidate has identified 3 clear limitations of the text; the provenance and accuracy of the source, the limited impacts 
discussed, and the choice of only 2 high magnitude earthquakes. All points are relevant, and the answer is clearly set out.

Exemplar 1 3 marks
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Examiner commentary
The first limitation is poorly explained and thus no credit was awarded. The second and third points made by the candidate (the 
limited range of impacts, and the focus on only 2 earthquakes) are valid.

Exemplar 2 2 marks
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Question 5(b)

Examiner commentary
This question was asking candidates for an explanation of the features of explosive volcanoes. Whilst some candidates focused 
solely on describing the features, this answer correctly links the magma type to the build-up of pressure caused, and as a result the 
explosive characteristics. This focus on explanation demonstrates thorough knowledge and understanding of explosive eruptions 
and thus full marks was credited. 

Exemplar 1 Level 3, 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
This candidate displays only basic knowledge and understanding linked to explosive eruptions. Many of the points made are 
inaccurate and muddled, such as stating they occur at divergent boundaries and the discussion of the ocean bed. However, they do 
gain some credit for discussing the products of the eruption and the possible formation of calderas. This is descriptive and basic, and 
thus top Level 1 was credited.

Exemplar 2 Level 1, 2 marks
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Question 6

Exemplar 1 Level 4, 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
This question required candidates to be synoptic and make links between their chosen topic of climate change and the compulsory 
landscape system module. Throughout this answer the candidate consistently links climate change to the weathering and erosion 
in drylands. The question requires well-developed ideas for both weathering and erosion and the structure of this answer shows 
that this is the case here. Comprehensive knowledge and understanding is shown through the discussion of different types of 
weathering and then the use of the Mojave Desert to exemplify the points being made. When discussing erosion, again the 
candidate makes specific links to the landscape by looking at the impacts on landforms. Furthermore, the candidate goes on to link 
the impact of climate change on weathering to how that could then link to erosion, further displaying their comprehensive level of 
understanding. The range of links presented between the topics allowed this candidate to achieve full marks for this question.
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Question 7

Exemplar 1 Level 4, 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
This candidate displays comprehensive knowledge and understanding and makes well-developed links between the core module 
of place and their option of disease. Whilst some candidates made rather basic points that did not go beyond the idea that the 
presence of disease could result in the perception of a place as unsafe or dangerous, this candidate provides a much more in-
depth response related to the impact on the place profile referencing both demographics and political impacts. Throughout their 
response, they keep focused on the question and make those synoptic links explicitly clear. Finally, although not stated as necessary 
in the mark scheme, the use of case study examples adds to the depth of understanding displayed by the candidate and thus may 
be something to encourage candidates to do moving forward.
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Question 8

Exemplar 1 Level 2, 5 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate demonstrates reasonable knowledge and understanding and does make some sound links between the carbon 
cycle and ocean processes. For example, there is some understanding of the links to the formation of shells. However, the idea is 
not well-developed, and the second idea related to sea ice also lacks clarity. Candidates that performed highly on this question 
covered a range of well-developed ideas such as carbon sequestration and ocean acidification. Furthermore, they demonstrated an 
understanding of factors affecting the amount of carbon dioxide being diffused into the oceans, and made links to feedback loops. 
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Question 9

Exemplar 1 Level 3, 8 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

25

A Level Geography 

© OCR 2019

Examiner commentary
In this answer, the candidate attempts to make synoptic links between the option of food security and territorial integrity. There are 
a range of comments that deal with issues of food security where territorial integrity is under threat, however, the points do range 
in their quality. Whilst the paragraph focused on South Sudan is comprehensive and well-developed, the material on TNCs has 
potential but lack links to territorial integrity. For example, many TNCs have expanded their operations regardless of state boundaries. 
The comments about NGOs supporting food security when and where this is at risk due to issues such as civil war are also valid. 
Therefore the ‘best fit’ mark for this answer is Level 3, 8 marks.
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Question 10

Exemplar 1 Level 4, 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
In this synoptic response the candidate has made explicit links between their option of tectonics and migration. The candidate 
starts by considering the impact on emigration and uses the example of Montserrat to support their ideas. Comprehensive 
knowledge and understanding is displayed from the outset with the candidate referring to the idea of forced migration and using 
key terminology such as negative net migration balance. Furthermore, the candidate then discusses the link between tectonic 
hazards and immigration. However, rather than discussing this in general terms, the candidate demonstrates well-developed ideas 
by referring elements of immigration such as for economic reasons. Alongside these points, the candidate makes synoptic links to 
migration by also commenting on the ability of different people to migrate. Finally, case studies are well integrated and add to the 
depth of understanding displayed by this candidate. As a result, full marks were credited due to the comprehensive level of their 
answer and the range of explicit links made throughout. 

Exemplar 2 Level 3, 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
This candidate displays thorough knowledge and understanding and makes developed links between tectonic hazards and global 
migration. There is some valuable material on Haiti; although specificity could have been improved such knowing exact figures 
rather than simply stating ‘millions’. Furthermore, the idea that some people are unable to move (with reference to Indonesia) is also 
valid. A range of points are covered and thus synopticity is thorough, however, the response is not comprehensive and could have 
been improved by discussing positive impacts or considering types of migration more clearly.
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Exemplar 3 Level 1, 3 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

31

A Level Geography 

© OCR 2019

Examiner commentary
The candidate has chosen to link their option of tectonics to the compulsory module on migration. Throughout their answer only 
basic links are made between the two topics, and at times these are unclear and inaccurate. Whilst the candidate understands the 
link to immigration and emigration, many of the ideas are muddled or poorly explained, such as the deaths of tourists being a push 
factors. Candidates who achieved much higher in this response focused on the impact on immigration (with many referencing 
temporary migration of aid workers) and emigration (whether that be temporary or permanent). Furthermore, high performing 
candidates also considered internal migration to demonstrate their comprehensive knowledge and understanding. Although this 
candidate does include some case study knowledge, it is poorly used; higher ability candidates were able to integrate these into 
their points to exemplify them further.
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Question 13

Exemplar 1 15 marks (AO1 4 marks, AO2 11 marks) 
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Examiner commentary
This candidate is credited top of Level 2 for AO1 due to their reasonable knowledge and understanding. They show some 
understanding of the physical factors such as the impact of altitude on malaria, alongside some knowledge of other factors such 
as economic causes. However, these are covered quite superficially at times and the case study examples lack the level of depth 
needed to reach Level 3. The candidate achieves near the top of Level 2 for AO2; analysis and evaluation is present, however, this 
is often repetitive and not well-developed. Reasonable AO2 is shown by stating that physical factors cause disease, and then 
using evaluative words such as ‘however’ to show that there are other factors such as economic influences. Furthermore, there is 
some attempt to consider the idea of ‘future’, which some candidates missed in the question, however, the lack of clarity in the 
explanations prevents the candidate moving higher up the levels.

Exemplar 2 33 marks (AO1 9 marks, AO2 24 marks) 
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Examiner commentary
This candidate scored full marks for their essay; the level of knowledge and understanding (AO1) and application of it (AO2) were 
both judged as comprehensive. From the outset the candidate has picked up on the key word of ‘future’ in the question and starts 
by discussing the impact of climate change. Throughout their discussion on climate change, analysis is present with the candidate 
making links to why it will affect the prevalence of disease in the future. To further add to their analysis and evaluation, the candidate 
then discusses other factors that may have an influence such as global mobility. Furthermore, at times they then compare the 
importance of these human factors with physical factors; again, showing comprehensive analysis and evaluation. Throughout their 
answer there is a core focus on the question and evaluation is explicit and valid. Whilst there are some errors in the answer such 
as the tsetse fly carrying yellow fever, the answer on the whole is accurate, well-written and comprehensive thus showing that it 
doesn’t have to be perfect to get full marks. 
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Question 17

Exemplar 1 13 marks ( AO1 3 marks, AO2 10 marks)
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Examiner commentary
Level 2 was credited for both assessment objectives in this response. The candidate demonstrates reasonable knowledge and 
understanding of the impact of globalisation on the food industry, with reference to the availability of a range of food and the 
impact on local farmers. However, the ideas are general and lack specific place study reference meaning they lack the development 
required for the higher levels. The candidate does achieve some AO2 credit as they have a core argument running through their 
answer, where they evaluate both the positive and negative impacts on the food industry. However, again this lacks development 
and lacks the spatial/temporal detail that would lift this response.
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Question 18

Exemplar 1 30 marks (AO1 9 marks, AO2 21 marks)
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Examiner commentary
In this response the candidate is credited Level 4 for both assessment objectives. From the outset the candidate displays 
comprehensive knowledge and understanding (AO1) through their paragraph on Genetically Modified crops, and then provides 
analysis and evaluation (AO2) of this technique to discuss its sustainability. Rather than generic ideas about GM crops, the candidate 
gives a range of evaluative points and also considers their suitability in relation to a specific place which adds to the depth of 
understanding. This answer also discusses food security in ACs such as the UK; whilst these examples were not ‘typical’ of candidates’ 
answers, they are perfectly valid and allow the candidate to demonstrate comprehensive analysis by showcasing that there 
are sustainability issues worldwide. Their examples are well integrated throughout and there is comprehensive knowledge and 
understanding of these case studies. To elevate their answer even further to the top of Level 4 for AO2, the candidate could have 
made reference to specific successes or weaknesses of different projects, however, on the whole this was an excellently structured 
and well-written response. 
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Question 20

Exemplar 1 22 marks (AO1 5 marks, A02 17 marks)
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Examiner commentary
This candidate was credited Level 3 for both AO1 and AO2; displaying thorough knowledge and understanding, and subsequence 
application and analysis of this. Throughout their answer, evaluation and analysis is present and an argument surrounding the 
economic wealth of an area is built. However, at times this could be developed further to reach that comprehensive standard. For 
example, whilst a spatial element is discussed, the candidate may have exemplified points by looking at change over time and links 
to development. Furthermore, whilst they display an understanding of the hazards caused by earthquakes (AO1) their exemplars are 
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often vague and do not therefore display the comprehensive standard required for Level 4. Alongside this, the candidate could have 
considered other factors that influence the ability to manage this hazard and noted that regardless of economic wealth elements 
such as magnitude, lack of warning, or the creation of secondary hazards such as tsunamis would develop their argument further.

Exemplar 2 11 marks (AO1 3 marks, AO2 8 marks)
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Examiner commentary
The knowledge and understanding in this answer (AO1) is just ‘reasonable’. The candidate does have an awareness of different 
methods used to reduce impacts such as go-bags, the role of education, and building materials thus enabling Level 2 to be credited. 
However, these are often poorly expressed and understood such as in the case of earthquake proof buildings and thus a higher 
mark could not be credited. Candidates that achieved Level 4 for AO1 were able to discuss these methods in a high level of detail, 
for example describing elements of the building’s structure to show their comprehensive knowledge and understanding. For AO2, 
the candidate is credited at the lower end of Level 2; again, there is some reasonable analysis and evaluation, but this rarely goes 
beyond what can be considered reasonable. For example, reasonable points are made when the candidate refers to the triggering 
of a tsunami which resulted in the impacts not being managed, and the importance of building materials in absorbing shockwaves. 
However, there is no clear argument to their answer and thus higher marks could not be credited for AO2. Stronger candidates were 
able to draw on a range of ideas for their analysis such as the lack of warning given before an earthquake occurs, but also provided 
comparisons both spatially and temporally. Many focused on the differing ability of countries to manage hazards and used examples 
from ACs and EDCs to support their ideas; this allowed them to build a strong argument throughout and link all points made back to 
the question.
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