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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/223012-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-geography-h481.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223012-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-geography-h481.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223012-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-geography-h481.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223012-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-geography-h481.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1(a)

Exemplar 1 3 marks

Refer to the QP and Insert for full details on Fig. 1.

Examiner commentary
In this response the candidate identified appropriate evidence from the resource i.e. open green space. This was sufficient to achieve 
the one AO3 mark available. The two AO2 marks have been gained by further development of the response. Conclusions have 
been drawn from the evidence in the context of the question. In this instance, points relating to access for relaxation and being 
aesthetically pleasing explain how planners and architects have attempted to create a successful urban place.

Exemplar 2 2 marks

Examiner commentary
In this response the candidate identified appropriate evidence from the resource i.e. open space, garden area, which was sufficient 
to achieve the AO3 mark. Development of the answer included one conclusion linked to this evidence - the desirability of the area. 
This achieved one of the two AO2 marks. 
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Question 1(b)

Exemplar 1 Level 3, 8 marks

Refer to the QP and Insert for full details on Fig. 2.
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Examiner commentary
In this response application of knowledge and understanding is thorough. Analysis of the roles of different players / stakeholders 
in driving economic change in the rural-urban fringe area shown on the OS map extracts is clear, developed and accurate. The 
response is straight to the point by identifying national government as a player. The role of national government in developing 
infrastructure is discussed using the evidence of the OS map; the A14 dual carriageway. Ways in which this may have driven 
economic change are suggested in terms of transport links for businesses and commuting. In addition players such as local small 
businesses and/or MNCs are identified by reference to the industrial estate near Sproughton Manor. Their role in driving economic 
change is discussed in terms of investment and employment opportunities. The response makes good use of the OS map to link 
evidence to the roles of different players in driving economic change in this area.

Exemplar 2 Level 2, 3 marks
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Examiner commentary
In this response national government is identified as a player. The role of national government in driving economic change is 
outlined in terms of access; there is little further development of the role in the context of the question. The candidate has used 
the evidence of the OS map with reference to the main road. There is also reference to the role of architects in developing the 
urban area around Lone Barn Farm. The suggested role of architects in driving economic change in this area is generalised. Overall, 
application of knowledge and understanding is reasonable and the ideas linking map evidence to the roles of the different players 
are reasonable. This response was credited at the lower end of Level 2.
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Question 1(c)

Exemplar 1 Level 3, 6 marks

Examiner commentary
This response demonstrates two ways that differing levels of income influence social inequality. The links between income and 
social inequality are explicit. These are shown by well-developed ideas concerning healthcare and education. Healthcare is discussed 
in terms of cost of medicine and relative affordability of treatment. Health is also linked to diet. Differing access to education for 
children living in either poorer or wealthier families is related to employment opportunities. The response is concise and straight to 
the point. It has been credited at the top of Level 3. 
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Exemplar 2 Level 2, 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This response provides some brief development of the link between access to housing and income. There is appropriate 
exemplification relating level of income to type of housing in Northwood, California. There is also brief mention of disposable 
income and ability to purchase some luxury items. Overall the response demonstrates reasonable knowledge and understanding of 
the link between income and social inequality. It has been credited at the lower end of Level 2.
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Question 1(d)*

Exemplar 1 12 marks (AO1 6 marks, AO2 6 marks)
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Examiner commentary
This response demonstrates thorough knowledge and understanding of ways that natural characteristics and other factors shape 
place identity at local scale, including place-specific detail (AO1). It also demonstrates thorough application of knowledge and 
understanding, including evaluative comments and secure judgements. There are clear links between evidence and rational 
conclusions (AO2). The response has a well-developed line of reasoning including a rational conclusion which is evidence based.

There is no introductory paragraph, nevertheless from the outset there is understanding that the requirement is for a discursive 
essay in which the relative significance of factors should be considered. The answer is straight to the point of the question and it 
maintains this focus throughout. Discussion is based on local place-specific details of Hackney Central and North Weald Bassett, two 
contrasting areas of north London.

Hackney Central an inner city area is covered first. Discussion of the relative significance of natural characteristics includes the 
importance of geographical location. There are frequent references linking this, and other characteristics such as demographics and 
housing tenure, to place identity in the context of the question. There is a similar pattern within the section on North Weald Bassett, 
located on the rural-urban fringe beyond Epping. These sections provide detailed place-specific knowledge including census data. 
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This evidence has been used to substantiate a conclusion which clearly relates back to the question; this considers both natural 
characteristics and human factors which influence place identity. Overall this response has been credited at the lower end of Level 
3 for each of the two assessment objectives. The response might possibly have been improved by more specific knowledge and 
understanding of the physical characteristics of the two areas and their significance in shaping place identity over time. Or perhaps 
by placing more emphasis on the interrelated nature of all factors which shape the identity of a place. 

Examiner commentary continued

Exemplar 2 5 marks (AO1 3 marks, AO2 2 marks)
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Examiner commentary
This response demonstrates reasonable knowledge and understanding of ways in which natural characteristics and other 
factors shape place identity at local scale (AO1). Application of knowledge and understanding is basic with simple analysis and 
limited accuracy (AO2). The answer includes place-specific detail which is partially accurate. References to the Brecon Beacons in 
South Wales and Lympstone in Devon are generalised. The Quality of Extended Response is largely characteristic of the Level 1 
descriptor. There is no introductory paragraph; the essay might have been improved by some brief interpretation of the question 
and its requirements. The first section refers to the Brecon Beacons; this includes undeveloped comments about some natural 
characteristics of the Brecon Beacons; outline understanding of the impact of conservation is evident. This is followed by a 
paragraph on the possible broad impact of globalisation on Lympstone in Devon. In each instance further AO1 marks might have 
been gained by more specific details of the natural environment or landscape features of the two areas. Furthermore knowledge 
and understanding of other factors such as demographic, socio-economic, cultural, political and built characteristics would have 
provided a more substantial basis for answering the question ‘How far do you agree…’. The conclusion does make a valid point but 
there is only limited support in the preceding sections to substantiate this comment.
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Question 2(a)(i)

Exemplar 1 4 marks

Refer to the QP and Insert for full details on Fig. 3.

Examiner commentary
This response is concise, accurate and to the point. There has been good use of the resource to identify two distinct advantages of 
Figure 3 for showing variation in the share of intra-regional imports of merchandise within the EU. There has been development of 
each point in order to explain the advantage. 
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Question 2(a)(ii)

Exemplar 1 Level 2, 4 marks

Examiner commentary
This is a Level 2 response in which application of knowledge and understanding is thorough. Two factors have been identified 
which might account for variations in intra-regional imports of merchandise within the EU. The first discusses differences in size 
of population related to possible demand for merchandise. This is supported by specific reference to data provided in Figure 3 
including commentary on the contrasting share of imports of Germany and Cyprus. The second point in accounting for the variation 
considers the possible factor of the need to import food.
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Question 2(b)

Exemplar 1 Level 3, 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response is based on the EDC case study of India in which the current global pattern of its exports is identified and explained. 
In the context of this question India is an appropriate example of an EDC. The answer demonstrates thorough knowledge and 
understanding with well-developed explanations plus accurate place-specific detail. This includes reference to merchandise, services 
and capital exports and to the specific countries and areas with which India trades. The stated reasons which underpin this global 
pattern of exports include trade liberalisation, establishment of bi-lateral trade agreements for example with China, continued 
interdependence with long established trade partners such as the UK, and investment abroad in its growing south-south trade. This 
is a high ability response which has been credited at the top of Level 3.
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Question 3(a)(i)

Exemplar 1 4 marks

Refer to the QP and Insert for full details on Fig. 4

Examiner commentary
This response demonstrates good use of the resource to identify two distinct advantages of Figure 4 for showing variation in the 
number of intra-regional immigrants within the EU. The first point identifies placement of specific numbers at the end of each bar; 
this advantage is explained in terms of making comparisons. The second advantage is identified as the layout of bars from largest 
to smallest by number of immigrants; this advantage is explained in terms of ease of interpretation. In each instance there is clear 
statement of the advantage plus further development to explain the advantage. 
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Question 3(a)(ii)

Exemplar 1 Level 2, 5 marks

Examiner commentary
This is a Level 2 response in which application of knowledge and understanding is thorough. Two factors have been identified which 
might account for variations in number of intra-regional immigrants within the EU. The first discusses opportunities for economic 
migrants, especially the possibility of employment and higher incomes in Germany, supported by figures from Figure 4. This point 
is further developed in terms of benefits such as sending remittances to their country of origin. A second reason has been provided 
regarding differences in access to tertiary education within the EU. Possible contrasts between UK and Estonia illustrate this example 
of variation in access to services.
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Question 3(b)

Exemplar 1 Level 2, 5 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response demonstrates reasonable knowledge and understanding of social challenges caused by international migration for 
an AC. Explanations of the social challenges show some development and there is some place-specific detail. The AC case study 
chosen is the USA which is an appropriate example. There is reference to some statistics and the Mexican border, otherwise the case 
study tends to be generalised. Three main points are discussed, none particularly convincing. The first identifies the issue of illegal 
immigrants and border control, although this refers more to economic rather than social challenges. The second describes problems 
of integration, although explanation is very limited. The third identifies the impact on services in a general way. Overall this answer 
is credited at the top of Level 2. The case study could be improved by more thorough explanation and use of further place-specific 
detail.   

Exemplar 2 Level 1, 2 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response has been credited at the top of Level 1. It demonstrates basic knowledge and understanding of social challenges 
caused by international migration for an AC. A case study based on the USA, as identified, would be appropriate but this answer 
lacks focus on the social challenges of that country. The ‘brain drain’ paragraph relates to Mexico and not the USA and is therefore 
irrelevant in the context of the question.
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Question 4*

Exemplar 1 14 marks (AO1  7 marks, AO2  7 marks)
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Examiner commentary
This response demonstrates thorough knowledge and understanding of UN and other strategies for protecting human rights 
in areas of conflict. The answer includes accurate place-specific detail based on Afghanistan and Rwanda (AO1). Application of 
knowledge and understanding is thorough. Analysis is clear, developed and convincing. Evaluation of the effectiveness of UN 
and other strategies for protecting human rights in areas of conflict is detailed and substantiated. Judgements are secure and 
evidence based leading to rational conclusions (AO2). Overall this response resembles the Level 3 Quality of Extended Response 
descriptor, including an introduction, conclusion and four other paragraphs each of which deals with a specific issue. The response is 
discursive; it considers both effective and ineffective strategies and it has a clear focus on human rights issues in areas of conflict. The 
introductory remarks demonstrate good understanding and interpretation of the requirements of the question. There is reference to 
the importance of cooperation between the UN and some of the other different organisations involved in protecting human rights, 
i.e. NGOs and the national government. There is reference to the role of the UN in coordination of the peacekeeping role of military 
personnel plus a brief outline of some of the ensuing problems caused by this type of intervention.

Positive remarks about the effectiveness UN follow in the third paragraph. This includes its work on human rights with civilians and 
with the Afghan government in both urban (Kabul neighbourhood projects) and rural (Chaghcharan district, Ghor Province) areas 
of the country. This also includes improvement in the rights of women and dealing with the plight of IDPs. Furthermore there is 
understanding that the UN and Afghanaid, an NGO, work together to improve female participation in education and life expectancy 
through access to healthcare and improved sanitation. These successes are contrasted with the ineffectiveness of the UN in Rwanda 
in the 1990s. The conclusion is a concise summary of evaluative comments based on the preceding evidence. This response is 
credited towards the top of Level 3 for both assessment objectives. It could have been improved by discussion of other types of 
strategies such as treaties, laws and policies of other organisations.

Exemplar 2 6 marks (AO1  4 marks, AO2  2 marks)
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Examiner commentary
This response demonstrates reasonable knowledge and understanding of UN and other strategies for protecting human rights in 
areas of conflict. There is some place-specific detail which is partially accurate (AO1). Application of knowledge and understanding is 
basic. Analysis is simple, evaluation is unsupported and there are simple conclusions (AO2). Quality of Extended Response tends to 
be described in part by the Level 2 / Level 1 descriptors. 

There is no introductory paragraph in which might have provided explicit understanding or outline of the requirements of the 
question. In fact the first paragraph includes basic statements about the situation in Syria. First reference to the UN appears in the 
second paragraph with an outline of its broad strategies such as humanitarian aid, peacekeeping, and provision of funds, food and 
shelter. There are no clear evaluative comments, although there is generalised reference to the involvement of ‘other people’. The 
candidate has interpreted gender inequality in India as a further example of conflict. Here there is brief and generalised reference to 
the role of the national government in appointing policewomen and in signing treaties and creating laws. In the conclusion there is 
one main point which is valid but this is not securely substantiated by the preceding evidence.
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Question 5*

Exemplar 1 15 marks (AO1  7 marks, AO2  8 marks)
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Examiner commentary
This response demonstrates thorough knowledge and understanding of the role of the UN and other organisations in regulating the 
challenge of conflict. Accurate place-specific detail is incorporated throughout (AO1). Application of knowledge and understanding 
is thorough. Analysis is clear, developed and convincing. Evaluation of the effectiveness of the role of the UN and other organisations 
in regulating the challenge of conflict is detailed and substantiated. Judgements are secure and evidence based (AO2). This is 
a strong Level 3 response for both assessment objectives with a well-developed line of reasoning which is clear and logically 
structured. 

The introductory paragraphs provide an outline of the role of the UN plus some background to the conflict in South Sudan. 
Information on the role of UNMISS and the importance of UNICEF and the WHO identify some of the benefits that this type of 
intervention provides. From this point the essay becomes more discursive with reference to the relationship between the UN and 
the South Sudan government and the effectiveness of NGOs in this area. Overall this is a concise and effective response which 
considers a number of the points outlined in the mark scheme for AO2. 

As a suggestion, and certainly not essential for full marks, it might be worth considering whether or not responses should include 
exemplar material from more than one geographical area. This might possibly allow candidates greater scope to examine a wider 
range of issues and to consider the effectiveness of a wider range of strategies – depending on the question.
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Exemplar 2 4 marks (AO1 2  marks, AO 2  marks)
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Examiner commentary
This response demonstrates basic knowledge and understanding of the role of the UN and other organisations in regulating the 
challenge of conflict. There is an attempt to include place-specific detail but it is inaccurate (AO1). Application of knowledge and 
understanding is basic. Analysis is simple and shows limited accuracy. Evaluation of the role of the UN and other organisations in 
regulating the challenge of conflict is unsupported and offers simple conclusions (AO2). Quality of Extended Response is close to the 
Level 1 descriptor. 

There is some reference to the UN, the EU, NATO and Ukraine. There is general understanding that the UN has a peacekeeping role 
and there is mention of UNMISS. There is reference to IDPs in eastern Ukraine but overall this response lacks focus on the question 
itself and on conflict in particular. All elements of AO1 and AO2 are basic. 
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