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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification http://www.
ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-geography-a-
geographical-themes-j383-from-2016/ for full details 
of the assessment for this qualification. These exemplar 
answers should also be read in conjunction with 
the sample assessment materials and the June 2018 
Examiners’ report or Report to Centres available from 
Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/
Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-geography-a-geographical-themes-j383-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-geography-a-geographical-themes-j383-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-geography-a-geographical-themes-j383-from-2016/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question Q1(a)(i)

Exemplar 1 1 mark

Examiner commentary 
The correct answer ‘Tundra’ has secured the available mark. 
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Question Q1(a)(ii)

Exemplar 1 3 marks

Examiner commentary 
The response gained full marks. The first sentence clearly states the relationship between climate and vegetation. Ticks were 
placed for ‘warmer’ and ‘more moisture’ linked to ‘higher amounts of vegetation’. The third mark was given for good use of Fig. 1, 
a comparison is made between the amount of vegetation for tropical rainforest and tundra and their relative climates. This final 
sentence could have secured all 3 marks.
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Exemplar 2 3 marks

Exemplar 3 1 mark

Examiner commentary 
The response gained full marks. The first mark is for stating that deserts have very little vegetation as they are drier. The second 
mark is near the end of the answer where tropical rainforests with most vegetation is linked to a warm climate. The reference to a 
wet climate could not be credited as an opposite point to the initial idea about rainfall. The third mark is for the idea that tropical 
rainforests have ideal growing conditions.

Examiner commentary 
Only one mark was achieved for the link between dryness and decrease in vegetation. This idea was repeated in reverse. A statement 
about vegetation and temperature was needed for a further mark. 
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Question Q1(c)

Exemplar 1 Level 4, 12 marks + 3 SPaG
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Examiner commentary 
This is a well-constructed and clearly written answer. The first paragraph is about rainforests, the second about coral reefs and the 
third paragraph gives a comprehensive evaluation. DEV is used to annotate developed and well developed ideas, these can include 
an explanation, exemplification or valid data. The first well developed idea is a detailed account of the role of rainforests as the ‘lungs 
of the earth’ and the impact this has on global warming. The second rainforest idea focuses on their unique biodiversity. The third 
idea is about useful resources for humans with minerals and wood given as examples. 

The first coral reef idea is about fish as a source of food supported with valid data. The second idea is about tourism which is also 
supported with data. As with many similar answers, the data is taken from the OCR endorsed textbook for Specification A. The final 
coral reef idea is focused on biodiversity. 

The conclusion offers a clear statement supported with comparative evidence. Rainforests are stated as more valuable to the planet 
due to their role in reducing carbon dioxide levels. They are also of more value to humans for their resources and as a place where 
humans can live. The answer met all the requirements for Level 4 and was credited the full 12 marks. The spelling, punctuation and 
grammar showed all the features of a high performance. Spelling and punctuation are faultless, sentences are grammatically correct 
and there is a wide range of relevant specialist terms. The SPaG mark was 3.
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Exemplar 2 Level 3, 8 marks + 2 SPaG
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Examiner commentary 
This is a good Level 3 answer with developed ideas for rainforest and developed ideas for coral reefs, the evaluation lacks similar 
depth and detail. Accurate data is given from the OCR endorsed textbook to support ideas about rainforest biodiversity. Medicinal 
potential and the role of rainforests as carbon dioxide stores are also outlined. Biodiversity, storm protection and income from 
tourism are cited for coral reefs, the latter supported with credible data. The evaluation is clear with biodiversity and global warming 
given as basic evidence to support rainforest as more valuable. The answer was judged to be mid-Level 3 and was credited 8 marks. 
A more detailed conclusion and well developed ideas for coral reefs would have lifted the answer into Level 4. 

Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology (SPaG) were used effectively, so 3 marks were credited. 
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Exemplar 3 Level 3, 8 marks + 2 SPaG

Examiner commentary 
The answer includes developed ideas for rainforest and coral reefs with some summative points to support the conclusion. 
Rainforest biodiversity is a simple idea but DEV is given for the more detailed coverage of useful resources such as gold, and trees 
absorbing CO2. Biodiversity is also mentioned for coral reefs with DEV for detail about income from tourism and protection from 
wave energy. The inclusion of ideas about coral reef formation conditions is irrelevant. The conclusion states that rainforests are of 
more value with points about resources and CO2 absorption as supporting evidence. The answer was judged to be in the middle 
of Level 3 for 8 marks. Additional well developed ideas such as the medicinal potential of both ecosystems and a more detailed 
conclusion would take the answer to full Level 3 and even higher.

Spellings were good and some specialist terms were used appropriately, however errors in grammar and some clumsy sentence 
construction meant that the SPaG was 2.
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Exemplar 4 Level 3, 7 marks + 3 SPaG

Examiner commentary 
This answer has just reached the requirements for Level 3. There are well developed ideas for rainforests but the ideas for coral reefs 
and the evaluation are not as developed. A range of useful resources are cited for rainforests and there is detail about their medicinal 
potential linked to research and indigenous tribes. Developed ideas for coral reefs include their biodiversity, income from tourism, 
livelihoods from fishing and protection from tropical storms. A comparative point about their fewer medicinal resources is also 
made. The evaluation states that rainforests are more valuable as their uses are more varied and diverse without any exemplification. 
The answer was credited the bottom of Level 3, 7 marks. To achieve a higher mark there needs to be information about the value of 
rainforests to the planet, the coral reef ideas could be supported with data and the evaluation needs evidence and exemplification 
to support the general points made.

Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology (SPaG) were used effectively, so 3 marks were credited. 

L3

L3
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Exemplar 5 Level 2, 5 marks + 2 SPaG

Examiner commentary 
This answer contains valid but largely simple ideas about rainforests and coral reefs, the conclusion is a short sentence at the end. 
The ideas for coral reefs cover biodiversity, scientific research and tourism. The data given for tourist income for the Great Barrier Reef 
in 1996 is incorrect and none of the other points are developed with any valid detail. Biodiversity is also described for rainforests with 
either inaccurate data or irrelevant information such as the area of the Amazon or the amount of rainfall. The oxygen production 
idea is valid but the percentage attributed to the Amazon is incorrect. ‘DEV’ was given for the accurate number of indigenous tribes 
in the Amazon. There is a valid idea in the conclusion but there is no evidence given to support the idea that rainforest and coral 
reefs are of equal value to humans and the planet. The answer was judged to be the middle of Level 2 and was credited 5 marks. 
The candidate had listed key ideas at the bottom of the page to support their answer. These needed developing with clearer 
explanations and accurate data to achieve a higher mark. The conclusion also needed supporting with ideas and evidence.
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Exemplar 6 Level 1, 3 marks + 3 SPaG

Examiner commentary 
This response was at the top of Level 1 for 3 marks. There are simple ideas about carbon dioxide balance and medicinal properties 
for rainforests and human consumption of fish for coral reefs. The conclusion mentions oil in rainforests and states that coral reefs 
have no natural resources that are as valuable to humans as rainforest resources. The candidate mentioned mahogany from the 
Peruvian rainforest but in the context of a threat. This was also done for coral bleaching. These ideas do not fit the requirements of 
the questions and are not creditworthy. The answer needed a wider range of developed relevant ideas for rainforest and coral reefs 
and evidence to support the conclusion to achieve a higher level.

Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology (SPaG) were used effectively, so 3 marks were credited. 
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Exemplar 7 Level 1, 2 marks + 2 SPaG

Examiner commentary 
The candidate has understood and attempted to answer the question. There is a comparison of the value of rainforests and coral 
reefs. However there is also a lack of valid ideas and evidence. The answer was judged to be middle of Level 1 for 2 marks. There were 
some simple rainforest ideas about wood, animals and human habitation and a judgement was made about rainforests being more 
valuable. A credible idea about coral reefs was needed for full Level 1.

The answer was grammatically well written and the spellings good. The lack of specialist terms is due to the absence of clear, 
relevant content. The SPaG mark was 2.
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Question Q2(a)

Exemplar 1 4 marks

Examiner commentary 
This is a detailed account of two relevant consequences of urbanisation in LIDCs. Ticks are used to identify each idea, with DEV to 
indicate the explanation of the consequence. This could be how rapid urbanisation has caused the consequence or for further detail 
about the consequence. The first idea is about slums, with ‘DEV’ for information about their locations. A further point about the 
precariousness of these dwellings was also valid but could not receive and further credit. The second consequence is about health 
care and public resources being stretched. The DEV is for the simple point that this is due to high population density in slums areas. 
Further ideas about the spread of disease and lack of health services are valid, but could not receive credit. Perhaps the candidate 
could have saved time with a more concise answer.
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Examiner commentary 
The answer has achieved full marks. The first consequence is the development of the informal employment sector, with ‘DEV’ given 
for the detail about the associated working conditions. The second consequence is about pollution and sanitation problems with 
DEV for the lack of infrastructure as a cause.

Exemplar 2 4 marks
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Examiner commentary 
The answer gave three valid consequences, lack of jobs, lack of education and low housing availability. The education idea was 
developed with reference to not enough school provision. The jobs idea only received one mark. The housing idea could not be 
credited nor could the health care idea which the candidate has crossed out. Underlining the emboldened two in the question 
would have helped to focus the response on two developed ideas.

Exemplar 3 3 marks
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Examiner commentary 
As with many low scoring candidates, the answer focuses on migration and shows no understanding of the context of rapid 
urbanisation in LIDCs.

Exemplar 4 1 mark
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Examiner commentary 
Credit was given for the improving people’s lives idea for social development, the reference to a country’s economy was not 
sufficient enough to have gained the mark.

Question Q2(b)(ii)

Exemplar 1 1 mark

Examiner commentary 
The tick for ii) was given for ‘wealth’. GDP and the definition of social development were also valid but could not gain any further marks.

Exemplar 2 1 mark

Examiner commentary 
Reference to the government is incorrect for economic development and the ^ annotation means that ‘to do with the people’ is not 
sufficient to gain a mark for social development. Reference to people’s quality of life was needed.

Exemplar 3 0 marks
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Question Q2(c)(ii)

Exemplar 1 4 marks

Examiner commentary 
The answer is balanced and clearly expressed. Ticks are used to identify each valid idea. These could be for basic, separate valid 
points or for an idea with detail and development. The first tick for how aid can promote development is for better paid jobs helping 
the country’s economy. The second simple idea focused on transport infrastructure. For aid hindering development the first idea is 
about reliance on aid with the final tick for the idea of bilateral aid.
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Exemplar 2  4 marks

Examiner commentary 
Four marks were given for cii). Three marks were given for the aid promotes development ideas of job creation, improved wealth, 
linked to goat aid and improved health. A maximum of 3 marks were available for points which only covered how aid can promote 
or hinder development. The fourth mark was for the idea of aid dependency. 



Exemplar Candidate Work

23

GCSE (9-1) Geography A (Geographical Themes)

© OCR 2018

Examiner commentary 
The answer for ii) secured full marks. Reduced infant mortality is linked to clean water and improved literacy linked to education. 
Dependency on aid is linked to imported machinery and the idea of food aid putting local farmers out of business is also valid. This is 
a good answer where the points made are clearly linked to different types of aid.

Exemplar 3  4 marks
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Exemplar 4 0 marks

Examiner commentary 
The response for ii) shows a common misunderstanding amongst low scoring candidates. The answer covers advertising as a means 
of promoting aid campaigns to raise funds. The ‘hinder’ angle is that there is competition from other aid organisations.
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Question Q2(d)

Exemplar 1 Level 3, 8 marks
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Examiner commentary 
This impressive answer has used Lithuania, correctly identified as an EDC, for the case study example. PLC is the annotation used 
for developed knowledge ideas for Lithuania’s trade and DEV is used for developed ideas which show understanding of how trade 
has affected Lithuania’s development. Examiners checked the accuracy of any data or examples given. PLC is given for reference 
to Lithuania being part of the USSR with DEV for how this caused economic stagnation. PLC is given for Lithuania joining the EU in 
2004 and also for accurate information about its imports, exports and trade data. DEV is given for how trade has led to an economic 
boom, with Vilnius as the core. The answer met all the requirements for Level 3 and was credited the full 8 marks.
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Examiner commentary 
Ethiopia is the case study example and the developed knowledge ideas were verified by checking the OCR endorsed textbook. PLC 
was given for the GNP data, the value of Ethiopia’s exports and the examples of exports and imports. Good understanding is credited 
for the definition of trade deficit and how this means that less money is available to invest in infrastructure. DEV was also given for 
the idea that Ethiopia’s imports are necessary to promote development. Detailed information and well developed ideas about how 
trade affects economic development met the requirements for the top of Level 3, the answer was credited the full 8 marks.

Exemplar 2 Level 3, 8 marks
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Exemplar 3 Level 2, 4 marks

Examiner commentary 
The candidate initially chose Rosario, Argentina as their case study example, but this was crossed out and replaced with the valid 
example of Ethiopia. PLC credit is given for detailed information about Ethiopia’s land locked location, with DEV for how this impacts 
upon trade and economic development. A tentative idea about crops for trade being limited by climate. These relevant ideas meant 
that the answer was judged to be the middle of Level 2 for 4 marks. Too much of the answer is focused on other factors which affect 
Ethiopia’s development, such as relief and employment sectors, with no link to trade. The candidate also needed to include relevant 
knowledge about Ethiopia’s exports, imports and trade deficit to gain Level 3 marks.
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Examiner commentary 
Ethiopia is the case study example and PLC shows accurate data for exports and imports from the OCR endorsed textbook. Ethiopia’s 
land locked location is also mentioned although the assertion that trade by sea cannot take place is erroneous. The beginning and 
middle part of the answer include irrelevant information about development indicators and an example of TNC investment. These 
ideas are not linked to trade. The answer was judged to be at the bottom of Level 2 for 3 marks. Information about Ethiopia’s trade 
deficit and its impact on economic development would lift the answer into Level 3.

Exemplar 4 Level 2, 3 marks
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Examiner commentary 
Bangladesh defined as an LIDC (not extreme) secured one mark at the bottom of Level 1 for the answer. The idea about lack of oil to 
sell to earn money does not warrant any credit in the context of Bangladesh.

Exemplar 5 Level 1, 1 mark
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Question Q3(a)(ii)

Examiner commentary 
One mark was achieved for citing carbon dioxide as greenhouse gas. The candidate was not given the benefit of the doubt for the 
second gas ‘Nethan’, this could be methane, but to give the mark would be unfair to those candidates who spelled their choices 
more accurately. 

Examiner commentary 
Two valid greenhouse gases, carbon dioxide and water vapour gained both marks for ii). 

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Exemplar 2 1 mark
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Question Q3(a)(iii)

Exemplar 1 4 marks

Examiner commentary 
For aiii) the answer was credited all 4 marks. The first tick is for a brief explanation of how heat is retained due to greenhouse gases. 
The remaining marks are for clear information about the sources of greenhouse gases from deforestation, vehicle emissions and 
methane from animal farming. 



Exemplar Candidate Work

33

GCSE (9-1) Geography A (Geographical Themes)

© OCR 2018

Exemplar 2 4 marks

Exemplar 3 2 marks

Examiner commentary 
Burning fossil fuels and deforestation were relevant sources of greenhouses gases. The candidate twice stated that they increased 
the greenhouse effect without explaining how. This was needed along with a third source to gain more than 2 marks.

Examiner commentary 
Full marks were credited for aiii). Sources of greenhouse gases were correctly identified with methane from cattle and rice farming, 
burning fossil fuels such as coal, and nitrous oxides from exhaust fumes. The fourth mark was gained for the explanation of how 
radiation is trapped and sent back to earth to increase temperatures.
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Examiner commentary 
The answer for iii) gained 2 marks. The first was for basic ideas about the use of vehicles and electricity as a source of greenhouse 
gases. The second mark was given for the idea of heat being trapped although this is not clearly expressed. Further clear references 
to sources of greenhouse gases were needed to increase the mark.

Exemplar 4 2 marks
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Question Q3(b)

Examiner commentary 
For this question 2 marks were given for clear, concise statements about the pattern of the distribution of tropical storms shown in 
Fig. 4. The third mark was for communicating the answer in an appropriate and logical order. The annotation ‘C’ is used to denote 
this at the end of the answer. The first tick is for a valid general statement that tropical storms are in equatorial regions, the second 
tick is for a more specific feature of the pattern in the western and eastern Pacific near Japan and the west coast of the USA. Both are 
clearly expressed to gain the ‘C’ mark. The final sentence did not affect the mark credited.

Exemplar 1 3 marks
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Exemplar 2 3 marks

Examiner commentary 
A general point was made about tropical storm locations in the Indian and Pacific Oceans with detailed points about specific 
locations near China and Mexico. These were also clearly written to secure the communication mark.

Exemplar 3 3 marks

Examiner commentary 
The candidate gives a general statement about locations between the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn and a specific point about 
south east Asia/south west of America for the second mark. Both ideas are stated clearly for the communication mark.



Exemplar Candidate Work

37

GCSE (9-1) Geography A (Geographical Themes)

© OCR 2018

Question Q3(c)

Examiner commentary 
This was one of the few answers to gain all 3 marks. The basic point about more frequent droughts, is at the end of the answer. Two 
further marks were gained for linking this idea to an increase in El Nino/La Nina cycles and also how global warming may affect the 
migration of the ITCZ.

Exemplar 1 3 marks
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Examiner commentary 
The initial idea of increased drought frequency gained one mark. Later reference to more frequent El Nino events gained a second 
mark. The ideas about causes of drought were not credited.

Exemplar 2 2 marks

Examiner commentary 
One mark was given for the basic idea of droughts being more frequent. The ideas about the sea temperatures, evaporation and less 
rainfall were not credit worthy.

Exemplar 3 1 mark
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Question Q3(d)

Exemplar 1 Level 3, 6 marks

Examiner commentary 
The most common case study example for this question was the ‘Big Dry’ in Australia, linked to the OCR endorsed textbook. This 
excellent response focused on up to date information about the drought crisis in Cape Town in South Africa. All the information 
was checked by Examiners and found to be valid and accurate. ‘PLC’ is used to annotate developed knowledge and understanding 
ideas about methods used to adapt to the drought, ‘DEV’ is used for the evaluation of the success of these methods. PLC is given 
for the information about Cape Town’s reservoir levels, the daily water limit of 50 litres per day, sanctions for breaching this limit and 
for ideas about desalination plants. The evaluation of the success of the methods is linked to Day Zero and how this was averted 
and pushed back. The accuracy of this information was also given ‘PLC’. This response met all the requirements for Level 3 and was 
credited the full 6 marks.
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Examiner commentary 
This excellent response, focused on Cape Town, achieved full marks. The information about methods was correct and supported 
with accurate data for domestic water limits and reservoir levels. Additional ideas about not flushing the toilet and collecting 
rainwater were also valid. The evaluation covered the slowing down of domestic water usage and the aversion of the Day Zero. All of 
which met the requirements for the top of Level 3.

Exemplar 2 Level 3, 6 marks
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Exemplar 3 Level 2, 3 marks

Examiner commentary 
The example of Australia is valid and DEV was given for the evaluation of the success of a desalination plant. The general idea of 
government restrictions in the introduction took the answer to the middle of Level 2 for 3 marks. The information about goat aid is 
not valid in the context of Australia. Time consuming inclusion of irrelevant information was a feature of this candidate’s responses to 
all three higher tariff questions.
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Exemplar 4 Level 1, 2 marks

Examiner commentary 
Australia is the case study example and PLC was given for the ‘Big Dry’ and the level of government funding to support farmers. 
However most of the answer is about the effects of the drought without any references to methods used to restrict water usage, 
conserve supplies or ensure future resilience to drought. The answer was at the top of Level 1 for 2 marks.
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