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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification http://www.
ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-geography-a-
geographical-themes-j383-from-2016/ for full details 
of the assessment for this qualification. These exemplar 
answers should also be read in conjunction with 
the sample assessment materials and the June 2018 
Examiners’ report or Report to Centres available from 
Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/
Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-geography-a-geographical-themes-j383-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-geography-a-geographical-themes-j383-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-geography-a-geographical-themes-j383-from-2016/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1(a)(i)

Exemplar 1 1 mark

Examiners’ commentary  
Candidates are asked to give the grid square in which the largest part of the reservoir is found. A 4 figure grid reference is required 
but brackets or commas are not necessary. 

A 6-figure reference would not be accepted as this does not refer to the grid square, so care is required to ensure the question is 
answered correctly.
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Question 1(a)(ii)

Examiners’ commentary  
Nearest option as the question asks for the approximate size. The reservoir is just over 1km2 so the correct answer is B as shown. 

It is vital that candidates are encouraged to cross out and clearly rewrite answers if they change their minds so that there is no doubt 
in the examiner’s mind.

Exemplar 1 1 mark
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Question 1(b)(i)

Exemplar 1 0 marks

Examiners’ commentary  
Candidates were expected to do two things in this answer; state whether it was upland or lowland, and then give a reason why. 
The answer was upland landscape and candidates could give reasons such as the reservoir, the fact that there was little evidence 
of human activity, or the coniferous trees. If candidates chose lowland, as in this exemplar, they were unable to access either of the 
marks.
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Question 1(c)

Exemplar 1 1 mark

Examiners’ commentary  
Two ideas are required in this question but it does not matter where they are. The first point about a bar chart is irrelevant, but the 
second idea about adding colours gets one mark. This candidate could have got a second mark for the idea about adding labels 
if they had given more detail to explain what the numbers were representing. It is worth pointing out however that when asked 
for two answers the first two are the ones that are assessed. In this case three ideas have been given and so only the first two can 
be assessed. Candidates should be strongly encouraged to only give the requested number of responses as it may result in correct 
answers being dismissed because there are multiple answers.
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Question 2(b)(i)

Exemplar 1  4 marks

Examiners’ commentary  
This question contains the communication mark which is credited for communicating the answer in an appropriate and logical 
order. In this exemplar, the candidate has identified that Plymouth has the highest population density and Lydford amongst the 
lowest. They have also quantified these and used units correctly [with some leeway given for the terminology] for the development 
mark. The communication mark then follows for the order in which the candidate has expressed the information. Candidates should 
be aware that this communication mark is only credited in certain questions such as where a description of pattern is required. This 
mark cannot be credited unless the rest of the question has been answered correctly.
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Question 2(b)(ii)

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Exemplar 2  0 marks

Examiners’ commentary  
The main thrust of this answer is that with a variation in the population density there will be a difference in the level of infrastructure. 
It is not enough to give nearly two sides of the argument, and in this case the candidate has dealt with the idea of a greater 
population leading to great investment, and the idea that less transport infrastructure is needed in areas with fewer people.

Examiners’ commentary  
It is important to remember that rewriting of the question is not necessary and can take up valuable time in the examination. In this 
example the first three lines are repetition, and the following sentence doesn’t add any detail for credit, so the candidate does not 
score any marks.
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Question 2(c)

Exemplar 1 1 mark

Examiners’ commentary  
This question is point marked so in this case three marks can be credited for three points. This candidate has given one point 
identifying the age group with the highest number of people which has got them a mark. In order to achieve full marks, they would 
needed to have given two more points. Remember that it is not simply enough to repeat information given in the figures, but some 
level of interpretation is required in a question like this.
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Question 2(d)

Exemplar 1  Level 3, 6 marks
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Examiners’ commentary  
In order to get to Level 3, candidates must give their opinion as to the extent to which they agreed with the statement, they could 
do so by looking at the challenges of an ageing population in both a rural county, which could be but does not have to be Devon, 
as well as a challenge faced by UK cities.

This example looks at the issue of transport and suggests that it is harder to travel round a rural area and therefore to help people 
who might need hospitals than those who live in a city. There is also point about food costs although the argument is slightly 
wayward. However, this is a good example which shows a candidate thinking about both sides of the argument and giving opinion 
which therefore qualifies it for Level 3. More explicit links to the idea of ageing population, and the food point would have seen this 
achieve top marks.

 

Exemplar 2 Level 2, 4 marks

Examiners’ commentary  
A clear statement as to the extent of the agreement is given but, in this example, it is also supported by a greater level of detail. 
The candidate has explained why rural areas may see an increase in elderly population and, importantly, why they might also see 
a decline in the younger population. This results in fewer amenities which can lead to issues with access hospitals for OAPs. This 
answer cannot get into Level 3 because it does not address the idea that there are challenges in UK cities. In this way, looking at only 
one side of the argument limits this candidate to Level 2.
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Exemplar 3 Level 1, 2 marks

Examiners’ commentary  
This question gives candidates the opportunity to develop their thinking and to offer their own opinion on the resource. The 
important thing to remember is that the answer must relate back to this statement, in this case that Devon has a bigger challenge 
with an ageing population than UK cities. It is also necessary for the candidate to clearly state whether or not they agree with the 
statement. The resource has been provided to support candidates, and it should not be used simply to repeat facts in the answer as 
this does not demonstrate the skills required.

This example meets the criteria for Level 1. The opening line that “I agree with the statement because…” shows that the candidate 
has an opinion. This meets the line in the mark scheme for Level 1, where “a basic judgement as to the extent to which the 
statement is agreed with (AO3)”. The idea that a large population of older people will result in more people suffering with mental 
health issues is enough to show a basic understanding of the challenges of the ageing population. These are simple statements 
which do not elevate it to a Level 2 answer.
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Question 3(a)(ii)

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Exemplar 2 0 marks

Examiners’ commentary  
As a two mark question and given the wording of the question, the candidates needed two points in their answer. Here a mark has 
been credited for the correct location of Nicaragua, and the second for identifying the location of Costa Rica in relation to the Pacific 
Ocean. Note that whilst the location description “North east of Panama” is incorrect, this does not impact upon the following answers 
because candidates are not asked for two pieces of information; as a result, the list rule does not apply.

 

Examiners’ commentary  
Describing the location of a place should be something that every geography candidate is comfortable with. It is not acceptable to 
use language such as “near” or “just above”. This candidate scored no marks because their answer was just too vague. 
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Question 3(b)(i)

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Exemplar 2 1 mark

Examiners’ commentary  
Three marks available require three points for this describe question. Most answers give the idea that the rainforest covered 
more of the country in 1940 and that the greatest loss has been in the north of the country. The coverage is now more sporadic 
and there has even been an increase in some small areas of rainforest in 2005. Given the command word, there is no need for 
further explanation to these points so candidates can focus their attention on saying what they see. For exemplars 1 and 2 above, 
candidates have been credited where they used phrases to describe the changes in rainforest cover.
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Question 3(b)(ii)

Exemplar 1 4 marks

Examiners’ commentary  
Candidates need to be careful when answering questions such as this, that they don’t repeat their points. In this case candidates 
have already described how the rainforest coverage has changed (bi) and, in this question, they are being asked to explain the 
reasons for this change. Put simply they have already written about deforestation so any mention of cutting down trees is repetition. 
Candidates need to be explaining, and in this example, there are two very well developed points. Notice how each answer starts 
with a point “more cities could have been built”. Connectives, such as “this means that” and “in order to”, have been used to great 
effect in structuring the answer.
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Question 3(c)

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Examiners’ commentary  
There are a lot of instructions for this question, and a lot of information contained within. It is very important that candidates show 
their working when they are asked to, as it is required to achieve the development mark. Had this candidate only given the correct 
answer without the working out, they would only have got one mark. Likewise, by showing their working, they have achieved a 
mark that would still have been given even if the answer was wrong. 
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Question 3(d)

Exemplar 1 Level 3, 5 marks

Examiners’ commentary  
This candidate response contains two developed points which link the management of rainforests with sustainable development. 
In this case both positive and the negative which, whilst not necessary, shows excellent thinking around the subject. The first 
management technique is protecting rainforests from illegal logging, and the candidate’s thorough analysis (AO3) explains why 
this prevents a country from developing. Likewise, the argument for selling goods from the rainforest is equally well developed. 
This could only have been improved with the addition of examples such a named good or location which would bring in some 
synopticity to the answer.
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Exemplar 2 Level 1, 2 marks

Examiners’ commentary  
This question requires the candidates to look at two ideas; that of rainforest management, and sustainable development of a 
country. Again, candidates would be able to demonstrate their understanding of sustainable development, and show how different 
management techniques can influence on this. Whilst not necessary, a named example can help candidates to place their answers 
in a geographical context and be used as evidence when making a point.

This answer is very vague in its content despite being long. I would urge candidates to be specific in what they are writing. This 
answer scored marks in Level 1 for the idea that - not managing the rainforest can have a negative impact on development as 
money would need to be spent to fix problems. This is too vague for anything more than basic.
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Question 4(a)(ii)

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Exemplar 2 1 marks

Exemplar 3 0 marks

Examiners’ commentary  
Given that the question specifically asks for two ideas, it is important to remember that this means the first two answers will be 
taken. All three exemplars, indicate the variety of candidate responses and where they have received credit for these. Answers could 
have come from anything such as the gradient of the stream at each site, the velocity of the water, the size or shape of the bedload, 
or something about the water quality at the site.
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Question 4(a)(iii)

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Examiners’ commentary  
Candidates must show their working to achieve full marks but there is no set way that they are required to complete the calculation. 
In these two examples the working is slightly different, with one showing the “divide by two” step. In this case the number line is 
enough to show working, but it should be stressed that if the middle numbers were 11 and 13, this step would be required to get 
the answer of 12.

As an aside, there were a surprising number of candidates who were unable to correctly answer this question and it is worthwhile 
spending time on these kind of geographical skills questions in practice.

Exemplar 2 2 marks
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Question 4(b)

Exemplar 1 Level 3, 6 marks

Examiners’ commentary  
This is an excellent answer that cannot be faulted and highlights how clear and concise information can be delivered to answer the 
question. The idea of a triple bar graph is clearly explained and the reasons for choosing it are given. Reasons are given including 
being easy to understand, interpret and simple to construct. 

Exemplar 2 Level 1, 2 marks

Examiners’ commentary  
This example is very basic but it does deliver the information requested – the ideas of presenting as a bar chart because it’s easy to 
read the data.

This question is a good example of one where candidates need to be really clear with the instructions they are given. In this case 
they only need to talk about one way of presenting the data and they also need to be able to give reasons for this.  There were a 
number of answers which deviated from the question including discussion of how the data could be collected. It is important to 
remember that only one method of data presentation has been requested and therefore multiple options are not going to result in 
additional credit, so reading the question is very important.
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Question 4(c)

Exemplar 1 Level 3, 5 marks

Examiners’ commentary  
In order to reach Level 3, a candidate must analyse both width and depth, which is done well in this exemplar. There is a clear 
understanding that whilst the width gets increasingly bigger downstream, the same cannot be said for the depth, as it is shallower 
at the final point. This answer would have achieved full marks if the candidate had given specific data from the table to support the 
points made.
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Exemplar 2 Level 1, 2 marks

Examiners’ commentary  
This question requires that the candidates make the most of the data and figure 8 provided to assess whether or not the hypothesis 
given is true. There is an expectation, therefore, that there will be reference to data to support the point made. In this example, the 
candidate has made explicit reference to the data provided and is correct in saying that the river gets wider and deeper. However, 
this does not pick up the anomaly in the data and can be described as simple at best, therefore only achieving Level 1.
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Question 5(b)

Exemplar 1   4 marks

Examiners’ commentary  
The candidate assesses both the traffic count and questionnaire, explaining that the traffic count was most effective and gives the 
fact that the results are directly comparable as the reason for this judgement. It is a well-crafted answer that is only slightly different 
to exemplar two, but it fully addresses the ‘assess’ criteria within the question.
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Exemplar 2   2 marks

Examiners’ commentary  
This question is another example of one where thorough reading of the question is necessary because there is a lot of information 
given to candidates to guide them in what they are being asked to do. In this case the question requires an assessment of two 
fieldwork techniques. It is not enough just to describe them, as marks are not credited for simply recalling the fieldwork technique; 
therefore, no marks are given here for car count and questionnaires. The candidate does get marks for saying that questionnaires 
were more effective with a development mark for explaining why they were more reliable than the traffic count.
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Question 5(c)

Exemplar 1  Level 2, 5 marks + 2 marks SPaG

Examiners’ commentary  
This answer is at the top end of Level 2. It is very clearly written and, as an aside, reaches full marks for spelling punctuation and 
grammar. To get to Level 3, a candidate has to “demonstrate a thorough analysis of how the fieldwork data helped in reaching a 
conclusion as well as “a thorough evaluation of how effective the fieldwork data was in helping to reach a conclusion (AO3)”. The 
data referenced here mentions less traffic in some areas than others, and small sample sizes. This is not thorough enough to reach 
the top level. Candidates, whilst not expected to learn all their fieldwork data, results and conclusion off by heart, should be able to 
recall some facts about it to support their understanding and demonstrate its application within the examination.



Exemplar Candidate Work

28

GCSE (9-1) Geography A (Geographical Themes)

© OCR 2019

Exemplar 2  Level 2, 4 marks + 2 marks SPaG

Examiners’ commentary  
This example does indicate some evaluation of the effectiveness of the data. There is a clear conclusion to the answer highlighting 
how effective the data collection was. There is some detail as to how the data supports in conclusion but this could be improved. 
The mark scheme says that “the information presented is in the most-part relevant and supported by some evidence” which is the 
case here, but more specific detail would be welcome in pushing the answer up into Level 3.

Spelling, punctuation and grammar are assessed in this question and it is important that candidates are properly prepared for it. 
No answer, or 0 marks for the question will result in no marks for SPaG, so it can have a significant bearing on the overall score. 
Candidates need to be consistent in at least the basics, such as capital letters, full stops and accurate spelling of key terminology.
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Exemplar 3  Level 1, 2 marks + 2 marks SPaG 

Examiners’ commentary  
All answers in question five must refer to human geography. Any question which does not would not be creditworthy as candidates 
are asked specifically for a human geography topic. As a result the data that candidates can evaluate in this question must also be 
linked to human fieldwork. Candidates need to evaluate whether their data that was effective in reaching a conclusion and a basic 
analysis of how the fieldwork data helped in reaching a conclusion this is required for a Level 1 answer. 

In this example the candidate clearly states that the data was effective and gives very simple examples to support this point. Whilst it 
is not developed, there is a clear attempt to answer the question which picks up some credit in Level 1.
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