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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification http://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-latin-j282-from-2016/ for 
full details of the assessment for this qualification. These 
exemplar answers should also be read in conjunction 
with the sample assessment materials and the June 2018 
Examiners’ report or Report to Centres available from 
Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/
Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-latin-j282-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-latin-j282-from-2016/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 9
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Exemplar 1 4 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate has given two correct derivatives followed by two correct meanings, and is therefore credited 4 marks.



Exemplar Candidate Work

6

GCSE (9-1) Latin

© OCR 2019

Exemplar 2 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate has given a correct derivative of invenerunt (‘inventory’), but the meaning is incorrect. The second mark is therefore 
not credited.



Exemplar Candidate Work

7

GCSE (9-1) Latin

© OCR 2019

Exemplar 3 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate has given an incorrect derivative of invenerunt (‘investigate’) and therefore is not credited the first mark. Even though 
the meaning of ‘investigate’ is correct, the mark scheme states that ‘Incorrect derivation cannot be credited a mark for a correct 
meaning of the English word’. Thus, the candidate is credited 2/4 for the derivative of corpus and its meaning only.
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Question 10(a) to (h)

Exemplar 1 
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Examiner commentary
All questions are answered correctly, therefore full marks are credited.

Exemplar 2 
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Examiner commentary
After a very good start, this candidate makes two surprising errors at the end: the case of Euryalo is incorrectly identified as 
accusative in Question 10(g) and in Question 10(h) the candidate gives an example of the perfect tense instead of the present.
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Exemplar 3 
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Examiner commentary
This candidate has lost four marks for the following reasons:

Question 10(c): the first mark is credited for ‘an infinitive’, but the reference to ‘an indirect statement’ is incorrect.

Question 10(d): incorrect explanation

Question 10(e): incorrect tense

Question 10(f ): the wrong case is given, but the explanation ‘the preposition in takes the dative case’ is accepted for the second 
mark, as the candidate has already lost the first mark for writing that periculo is in the dative case. This is treated as an example of REP 
(a repeated or consequential error).
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Question 11(a), (b) and (c)
Exemplar 1 

2 marks

2 marks

2 marks

Examiner commentary
In Question 11(a), the ending of crudelus is incorrect. The candidate has crossed out advenit (correct) and replaced it with the 
incorrect advenivit. The mark scheme states that ‘Where a candidate has crossed out a response and provided a clear alternative, 
then the crossed out response is not marked’. 

Question 11(b): the case of ancillas is incorrect.

Question 11(c): the vocabulary and person of tenent are incorrect.
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Exemplar 2 
4 marks

3 marks

3 marks

Examiner commentary
The mark scheme accepts translations using correct Latin, even if the vocabulary and/or accidence and syntax are not in the 
restricted lists.

Question 11(a): the mark scheme accepts crudelis for ‘cruel’ and domum for ‘at the house’.

Question 11(b): the mark scheme accepts servae for ‘slave-girls’.

Question 11(c): the mark scheme accepts nobis sunt (and the consequential noun case change – epistulae) as a translation of ‘We have’.
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Exemplar 3 
3 marks

1 mark

1 mark

Examiner commentary
Question 11(a): the ending of advenibat is incorrect.

Question 11(b): the case of ancillas and the tense of laboraverunt are incorrect.

Question 11(c): epistulam and feminae are singular instead of plural.

This candidate has answered both Question 10 and Question 11, so both questions have been marked. Usually one question will score 
more highly than the other, and RM Assessor automatically records the higher mark. On this script, both questions received 5/10.
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Question 20
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Examiner commentary
This candidate has produced an accurate translation with very few errors. The following sections have been credited 5/5, as there are 
no errors: 20(i), 20(iii), 20(iv), 20(vii), 20(ix) and 20(x).

In 20(ii), translating passos esse as imperfect was considered to be an inconsequential error, which means that 5 marks can still be 
credited (see marking grid on page 16 of the mark scheme). Similarly, in 20(viii) full marks have been credited despite the translation 
of exclamavit as ‘shouted’.

20(v) has been credited 3/5, as there are two more serious errors (tense of habent and meaning of vires) and one inconsequential 
error (misplacement of iam), but the overall meaning is clear. Note that iam has been translated twice, but, even if the first ‘now’ had 
been crossed out, 3/5 would still have been credited because of the two more serious errors.

In 20(vi), the candidate originally translates mortui correctly as ‘dead’, but then changes it to the incorrect phrase ‘to die’. This more 
serious error of vocabulary means that 4 marks have been credited.

Exemplar 1 47 marks 



Exemplar Candidate Work

18

GCSE (9-1) Latin

© OCR 2019

Exemplar 2 38 marks 
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Examiner commentary
This candidate makes a very good start to the translation, scoring full marks in the first three sections.  The rest of the translation is 
less strong, and there is a mixture of marks (2/5, 3/5 and 4/5).

20(i) and 20(iii) have been credited 5/5, as there are no errors.

In 20(ii), translating passos esse as imperfect was considered to be an inconsequential error, which means that 5 marks can still be 
credited (see marking grid on page 16 of the mark scheme).

20(iv) has been credited 3/5, as there are two more serious errors (meaning of spero and failure to recognise the accusative Albanos 
as part of the indirect statement) and one inconsequential error (tense of potero), but the overall meaning is clear.  Similarly, 
although the overall sense of 20(viii) is very clear, there are two errors: the tense of morieris (more serious) and exclamavit translated 
as ‘shouted’ (inconsequential).  These two errors mean that only 3/5 can be credited.  For the same reason, 20(x) has also been 
credited 3/5, as there are two errors: ‘one man’s very bold plan’ (more serious) and the tense of potuerat (inconsequential).

In 20(v) the mistranslation of confecti as ‘they are covered’ is a more serious error, and therefore 4 marks have been credited. 
20(vii) has also been credited 4/5 because the marking grid for four marks accepts either two inconsequential errors or one more 
serious error.  This candidate has made two inconsequential errors (oculos translated as singular and in unum as ‘in one’.  Note the 
importance of legible handwriting: Examiners felt, after zooming in on the candidate’s word ‘in’, that ‘in’ (not ‘to’) was  what the 
candidate had intended to write.  If, however, there had only been one inconsequential error, 5/5 would have been credited.  The 
third section to be credited 4/5 is 20(ix): the handling of the ablative absolute (here a lack of coordination or subordination) is 
considered to be a more serious error.

20(vi) is the weakest section of the translation with several more serious errors: oppugnati is translated as ‘fought’; ab as ‘with’; 
iacebant as ‘were thrown’; mortui as ‘and died’.  In addition, translating in terra as ‘into the ground’ was considered to be an 
inconsequential error. These errors compromise the overall sense, and therefore 2 marks have been credited.
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Exemplar 3 34 marks 
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Examiner commentary
This candidate was credited 3/5 in the majority of the sections, indicating that the overall meaning is clear despite some errors or 
omissions.

20(i) has been credited 5/5, as there are no errors.

The two errors in 20(ii) (meaning of desperabat, which is more serious, and tense of passos esse, which is inconsequential) mean 
that 3 marks have been credited.  Similarly, 20(iii) also contains a more serious error (translation of sibi) and an inconsequential error 
(quam celerrime translated as superlative).  As a result, 3 marks have been credited.  In both sections, the overall sense is very clear, 
but there is more than one more serious error or two inconsequential errors, so no more than 3 marks can be credited.  20(vii) is 
another example of a section containing one more serious error (omission of qui) and one inconsequential error (in unum translated 
as ‘in one’).  Here again, 3 marks have been credited.

20(viii) illustrates that 3 marks are also credited if two more serious errors are made: the meaning of morieris and meo is incorrect, but 
the remainder of the section is completely correct.  Similarly, there are two more serious errors in 20(ix): the meaning of victis and 
the tense of regressum.  In this section, note also the use of the highlight annotation: adding the word ‘the’ before ‘Horatius’ was not 
considered to harm the response.

3 marks can also be credited if there are more errors or omissions, provided that the overall meaning is sufficiently clear.  In 20(vi), 
there are two more serious errors (the meaning of iacebant and mortui), and ‘on land’ was considered to be inconsequential.  
However, the first two thirds of the section are translated correctly, and the candidate has made duo Albani the subject of iacebant, 
even though the verb has been mistranslated.  Similarly, in 20(x) there are two more serious errors (the meaning of consilio and 
audacissimo) and one inconsequential error (the tense of potuerat).  The remainder of the section is completely correct, and therefore 
3 marks have been credited.

There are two inconsequential errors in 20(iv): translation of tum as ‘whether’ and the tense of potero. 4 marks have therefore been 
credited.  The candidate has been credited 4/5 in 20(v), which contains one more serious error for the handling of confecti.
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