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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/220702-specification-accredited-gcse-
latin-j282.pdf for full details of the assessment for this 
qualification. These exemplar answers should also be read 
in conjunction with the sample assessment materials 
and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report to Centres 
available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220702-specification-accredited-gcse-latin-j282.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220702-specification-accredited-gcse-latin-j282.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220702-specification-accredited-gcse-latin-j282.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 2 (c)

Exemplar 1 4 marks

Examiner commentary

This answer fully fulfils the criteria for 4 marks.  For each point, the candidate quotes a coherent piece of Latin, gives clear evidence 
that it is understood and provides a convincing explanation as to how it emphasises that the spring is special.  In fact, the candidate 
has given an additional explanation in each case (‘flagrantis....’ and ‘the fact that....’) which is not needed for the full mark but which 
would have earned the available mark on its own.

The points are ones of content, which is acceptable as the question does not specify ‘style of writing’; valid style points would be 
equally acceptable.
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Examiner commentary

Examiner commentary

The first bullet point gains 2 marks having a relevant Latin reference with an indication of its meaning and a good explanation of 
how it highlights the specialness of the spring.  In the second point, the Latin reference with stylistic observation and meaning is 
sufficient for 1 mark (even though only one word is cited) but the explanation makes little sense and is unrelated to the question.

As a translation is not provided with this question, an accurate content point, which addresses the question, earns 1 mark in each 
case.  The second marks are not earned because the Latin reference given in the first point is the wrong one and in the second, no 
Latin is cited at all. 

Exemplar 2 3 marks

Exemplar 3 2 marks
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 8 marks
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Examiner commentary

This answer gives a relatively small number of examples (4-5) but develops each one in considerable detail and depth.  (In answers 
where points are valid, but slight or basic with little development, a greater number would be needed to reach Level 4.)  

In each case, the candidate gives an example from the Latin and explains its meaning and how it sheds light on the character of the 
mouse.  The first example (rusticus.....mus) does not at first sight seem relevant but gains credit because the interpretation relates it 
specifically to the country mouse’s character.

The second paragraph discusses perceptively how cupiens...vincere reveals the character of both mice.  The third and fourth para-
graphs again focus on particular words (sepositi, invidit, superbo) to highlight aspects of character.  

The final paragraph has the feel of an afterthought but is a correct and relevant point.  Given the precise targeting of the points in 
the rest of the answer and the degree to which each is developed, it would still have scored 8 even without the final point.

The answer as a whole focuses on character (as the question requires), discusses both mice and includes some features of literary 
style (enclosing word order, specific vocabulary choices) though it is largely content-based.  The candidate has not used the ques-
tion’s suggested bullet points to structure the answer but there is no requirement to do this; there is a requirement to include Latin 
reference (though not necessarily for every point) and features of style must be included to access marks in Levels 3 and 4.

Exemplar 2 6 marks
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Examiner commentary

This answer shows good understanding of the text and provides a number of examples directed towards the question set.  As some 
of the examples are not relevant or show limited development, it does not reach Level 4.

The first paragraph cites the two examples of chiasmus at the beginning of the passage and says that these display the character 
and relationship of the mice but there is no explanation at all as to how they illustrate their character and the examples therefore 
gain no credit.

The second paragraph makes good content points, which have a bearing on the character of each mouse, but there is little discus-
sion of the aspects of character and no precise comment on, for instance, the vocabulary choices or the dente superbo metaphor, 
which would raise the points above the basic.

The reference to litotes is a valid stylistic point though not fully explained.  The penultimate paragraph contains a more perceptively 
developed analysis but the reference to the rhetorical question quid multa? is not brought into any relationship with the question. 

Exemplar 3 4 marks
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Examiner commentary

This candidate clearly knows the content of the passage quite well and makes several points that are appropriately directed towards 
the character of the two mice. S/he makes limited reference to the specific details of the text and refers to Latin in only one instance.  
The only stylistic reference is to the use of ipse but this cannot be accepted as no meaning is given or explanation as to its force; this 
lack of stylistic features in itself confines the answer to Level 2.

The points which gain credit are: ‘he is careful with his stores’, ‘he is lenient with his guest....’, ‘he is the father of his household....’, ‘barely 
touches [the food]...’.  On the last point, the erroneous reference to the ‘country mouse’ is treated as inadvertent rather than as a mis-
understanding of the text. The reference to the humour of the situation gains no credit, as it does not relate to character.

The discussion of the two characters is quite a good one and the answer would have reached Level 3 if there had been any valid 
reference to the style of the Latin.
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Question 5

Exemplar 1 5 marks

Examiner commentary

This is a near-perfect translation with all words accounted for.  The one error, ‘loud’ for ingens, is inconsequential and does not 
therefore reduce the mark to 4.  The intrusion of ‘the sound of’ in the last line is a harmless addition, which does not affect the overall 
sense and accuracy of the translation.
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Exemplar 2 4 marks

Exemplar 3 3 marks

Examiner commentary

Examiner commentary

The only error here is the mis-translation of cubans but it is a ‘more serious’ error so the mark given is 4.  The omission of -que at the 
end of the first line is disregarded as a tiny detail which has no effect on the full sense of the passage.

Eight or nine words are omitted or mistranslated here but the overall meaning of the passage is clear and more or less complete.  
Following the instruction on the 5-mark grid, the mark is 3.
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Question 7 (b)

Exemplar 1 4 marks

Examiner commentary

Here the candidate provides two very good answers. Selecting recurrit (translated on the paper merely as ‘returns’) s/he shows un-
derstanding of the underlying ‘running’ sense of the verb and states clearly how this emphasises the quick passing of the seasons.  In 
the second point interitura is matched to its translation but set into its context in a way that clearly shows its force and effect.



Exemplar Candidate Work

15

GCSE (9-1) Latin

© OCR 2018

Exemplar 2 3 marks

Exemplar 3 2 marks

Examiner commentary

Examiner commentary

The first point earns 2 marks because simul is not merely matched with its translation but identified as being in an emphatic position 
and there is an explanation of its effect.  Points about mox and simul are too closely related to qualify as separate points, so the mox 
point in the second bullet earns no extra marks.  The matching of recurrit with the translation given along with the idea of a ‘cycle’ of 
seasons is sufficient for 1 mark but the connection to ‘how quickly’ this happens is not clear enough for 2.

This candidate has in fact made three points, but each is incomplete.  

The first point gains 1 for a valid point of style with correct Latin reference, but its effect is not adequately explained. 

In the second bullet ‘et mox.....structure’ is a true statement, which could have been a valid point, but it is unexplained and there is 
no indication of the meaning of the Latin.  ‘Emphasis ..... mox’ is a valid point for 1 mark but again needs further explanation with 
reference to the meaning or position of the Latin word.
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Question 9

Exemplar 1 10 marks
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Examiner commentary

The candidate’s approach here works well in that several poems are selected and discussed for the light they shed on the question 
topic.

The first two paragraphs look at both the advantages and the disadvantages of town life.  References to the town mouse’s philoso-
phy, the dangers presented by the Molossian dogs and the countryside’s safety from ambush support the argument that what the 
country has to offer seems preferable.  Even where not much close detail is given, it is evident that the candidate has a wide knowl-
edge and firm understanding of the text.

The discussion of ‘Recipe for happiness’ is a good one; the poem does not feature on the question paper yet provides a very useful 
example.  The reference to toga and lawsuits is clearly well understood by this candidate and well interpreted in relation to the 
question.

A third general point (the beauty of the countryside) is illustrated in some detail from several poems.  An examiner may not be whol-
ly convinced by every argument but the candidate provides textual support and is presenting valid personal viewpoints.
The final paragraph draws an overall conclusion and adds a few extra comments (overflowing onto the additional page) which, 
though acceptable, are not necessary for the mark of 10 to be credited.  It is not expected that candidates will cover all the set text 
material or look at every possible argument.  A reasonable range of arguments with some discussion and good textual support are 
enough to achieve the higher levels of marks.
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Exemplar 2 8 marks
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Examiner commentary

This answer also displays a detailed, accurate and wide-ranging knowledge of the set text and it uses textual examples to support 
some arguments.  In places, the textual material is too lengthy and is not made relevant to the question.  It is neither necessary, nor 
usually appropriate; to mention stylistic details in the 10-mark extended response answer as this requires a broader sweep. The argu-
ments themselves are limited in number and fairly superficial; at least one has little or no relevance to the question.

The first two paragraphs deal quite well with the beauty/serenity of the countryside with a good range of supporting examples.  The 
third paragraph deals at length with the question of mortality, again with a plenitude of examples, but there is nothing to show how 
this contributes to the question of whether town or country is the better place to live.

The final paragraph is sound in both argument and textual support with very apposite references to Horace and Martial.

It is on the quality and relevance of the arguments used that this question falls into Level 4 rather than Level 5; another answer, 
strong on argument but light or inaccurate on textual support, would be similarly marked. 

Exemplar 3 6 marks
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Examiner commentary

This response is more limited in scope than those in Exemplars 1 and 2 above but again it displays quite a good knowledge and 
understanding of the texts and one or two reasoned arguments.

The first paragraph deploys some sound material from the Town Mouse and the Country Mouse and draws a reasonable conclusion 
from it.  The second paragraph contains one or two details but is not very clearly related to the question. The third paragraph has no 
obvious relevance to the question and there is nothing to show that the claim made in the last two lines is true.  The examples from 
Ovid and Martial are sound and a reasonable conclusion is drawn in each case.

This fulfils the criteria for Level 3 but lacks both the broad range of knowledge and the range and depth of argument to access the 
higher levels.
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